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(57) Abstract: Apparatus (10) is shown for plasma treating a surface of a small (channel 12) to modify the surface and change the
functional effect. The apparatus comprises: a source (14) of active species for supply to an inlet (16) of a processing region (18) for
forming a plasma in the processing region; means (20) for applying an electric field to the active species in the processing region
@ so that a plasma is formed; and vacuum pumping means (22) for connection to an outlet (24) of the processing region. The vacuum
& pumping means are operable to provide a flow path (26) in the processing region from the inlet to the outlet thereof and to control
pressure in the processing region. Apparatus (10) further comprises supporting means for supporting at least one small channel so
that, in use, the flow path extends therethrough, and an internal surface of said at least one small channel is coated with a thin film

polymer layer by plasma deposition.
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