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(57) ABSTRACT 

A light fixture including a housing having a wall extending 
from a bottom Surface to a top surface and forming an open 
ing, a socket proximate the bottom Surface for receiving an 
illumination Source, and a shroud removably secured to and 
extending away from the top surface. The shroud may include 
at least one protrusion extending from a rear Surface and 
connectable to a housing top surface ridge. 

17 Claims, 3 Drawing Sheets 
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US 8,939,616 B1 
1. 

LIGHT FIXTURE WITH PRIVACY SHROUD 

CROSS REFERENCE TO RELATED 
APPLICATIONS 

This application claims the benefit of the filing date of U.S. 
Provisional Patent Application 61/363.370 entitled “Privacy 
Shroud” to Jeffrey P. Baldwin which was filed on Jul. 12, 
2010, the contents of which are hereby incorporated herein by 
reference. 

BACKGROUND 

1. Technical Field 
Aspects of this document relate generally to indoor and 

outdoor light fixtures with a privacy shroud. 
2. Background Art 
Light fixtures are used in a variety of locations, both 

indoors and outdoors, to secure light bulbs at night. Tradi 
tional light fixtures have been built and designed for incan 
descent lightbulbs and the generally smaller size of the incan 
descent light bulbs prevented light pollution. Light pollution 
is excessive or obtrusive artificial light. A number of munici 
palities require that outdoor lighting be partially or fully 
shielded. Essentially, the light fixture must shield surround 
ing areas from light spilling onto adjoining properties. 

In an effort to reduce energy consumption, compact flores 
cent lamps (CFL) have been introduced to replace generally 
inefficient incandescent light bulbs. However, the compact 
florescent lamps are generally larger than an incandescent 
lightbulb because the CFL requires electronic ballasts. Thus, 
the CFL bulbs are larger and extend further out of the light 
fixtures. Any light fixtures manufactured for incandescent 
light bulbs may be able to house a CFL bulb, but the added 
height of the CFL bulb means that the bulb may extend 
beyond the outer edge of the light fixture and create light 
pollution. With longer light fixtures, an incandescent bulb 
will not be as effective because the bulb will be too deep 
within the light fixture. 

SUMMARY 

Aspects of this document relate to light fixtures. In one 
aspect, a light fixture includes a housing having a wall extend 
ing from a bottom Surface to a top Surface and forming an 
opening, a socket proximate the bottom Surface for receiving 
an illumination source, and a shroud removably secured to 
and extending away from the top Surface. 

Particular implementations may comprise one or more of 
the following features. The shroud may further include at 
least one protrusion extending from a rear Surface and con 
nectable to a housing top surface ridge. The at least one 
protrusion may abut a rear side of the top surface ridge. Theat 
least one protrusion may further include a plurality of protru 
sions. The at least one protrusion may be spaced apart from 
the rear surface by a tab. The shroud may further include a 
stop extending from the rear Surface. The stop may be spaced 
apart from the rear Surface by an arm. The stop may extend 
radially inward from the shroud rear surface. The stop may 
contact a front side of the top Surface ridge. The shroud may 
include a thickness approximately equal to a visible portion 
of a compact florescent light secured within the socket. The 
shroud thickness may be between 0.25 inches and one inch. 
The shroud thickness is between 0.5 inches and 1.5 inches. 
The shroud may be composed of a flexible plastic. The shroud 
may be composed of a rigid plastic. The shroud may include 
a first stop and a second stop. The housing top surface ridge 
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2 
may be located between the shroud first and second stops. The 
shroud may include a plurality of protrusions and a plurality 
of stops extending from a shroud rear Surface. The protrusions 
and stops may alternate around the shroud. The first and 
second stops are continuously disposed on a shroud inner 
Surface. The shroud may be angled outward. 

Aspects and applications of the disclosure presented here 
are described below in the drawings and detailed description. 
Unless specifically noted, it is intended that the words and 
phrases in the specification and the claims be given their 
plain, ordinary, and accustomed meaning to those of ordinary 
skill in the applicable arts. The inventors are fully aware that 
they can be their own lexicographers if desired. The inventors 
expressly elect, as their own lexicographers, to use only the 
plain and ordinary meaning of terms in the specification and 
claims unless they clearly state otherwise and then further, 
expressly set forth the “special definition of that term and 
explain how it differs from the plain and ordinary meaning. 
Absent such clear statements of intent to apply a “special 
definition, it is the inventors intent and desire that the simple, 
plain and ordinary meaning to the terms be applied to the 
interpretation of the specification and claims. 
The inventors are also aware of the normal precepts of 

English grammar. Thus, if a noun, term, or phrase is intended 
to be further characterized, specified, or narrowed in some 
way, then Such noun, term, or phrase will expressly include 
additional adjectives, descriptive terms, or other modifiers in 
accordance with the normal precepts of English grammar. 
Absent the use of such adjectives, descriptive terms, or modi 
fiers, it is the intent that such nouns, terms, orphrases be given 
their plain, and ordinary English meaning to those skilled in 
the applicable arts as set forth above. 
The foregoing and other aspects, features, and advantages 

will be apparent to those artisans of ordinary skill in the art 
from the DESCRIPTION and DRAWINGS, and from the 
CLAIMS. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

Embodiments of the present invention will hereinafter be 
described in conjunction with the appended drawings, where 
like designations denote like elements, and: 

FIG. 1 is a right side elevation view of an outdoor light 
fixture of the prior art with a compact florescent lamp 
installed; 

FIG. 2 is a perspective view of a privacy shroud: 
FIG. 3 is a right side elevation view of an outdoor light 

fixture with a privacy shroud installed; 
FIG. 4 is a front plan view of a privacy shroud; and, 
FIG. 5 is a sectional view taken generally about line 5-5 in 

FIG. 4. 

DESCRIPTION 

This disclosure, its aspects and implementations, are not 
limited to the specific components or assembly procedures 
disclosed herein. Many additional components and assembly 
procedures known in the art consistent with the intended 
operation and assembly procedures for a light fixture will 
become apparent for use with implementations of a light 
fixture from this disclosure. Accordingly, for example, 
although particular components are disclosed, such compo 
nents and other implementing components may comprise any 
shape, size, style, type, model, Version, measurement, con 
centration, material, quantity, and/or the like as is known in 
the art for Such implementing components, consistent with 
the intended operation of a light fixture. 



US 8,939,616 B1 
3 

FIG. 1 illustrates a prior art light fixture 10 having a hous 
ing with a lower portion 12 and an upper portion 14. Light 
fixture 10 may be generally round in shape with a smaller 
diameter at lower portion 12 than upper portion 14, although 
the housing may have any Suitable shape or size. Lower 5 
portion 12 includes a bottom surface 16 with a pivotal mount 
18 for securing the light fixture to a building or other struc 
ture. Upper portion 14 includes a top surface 20 with a top 
Surface ridge 22. Top Surface ridge 22 also includes a front 
side 24 and a rear side 26 extending radially outward from 10 
upper portion 14. An opening 28 is formed in top surface 20 
and extends downward through upper portion 14 and lower 
portion 12. 

Opening 28 is arranged to receive an illumination source, 
such as compact florescent lamp (CFL) 30 during operation. 15 
Specifically, light fixture 10 includes a socket (not shown) 
traditionally known in the art proximate bottom surface 16 for 
threadably receiving an illumination source. As can be seen in 
FIG. 1, when CFL 30 is inserted within light fixture 10, a 
crown or end 32 of the CFL extends beyond top surface 20 20 
when the CFL 30 is fully seated in the socket. 

FIG. 2 illustrates a privacy shroud 34 having an inner 
surface 36, an outer surface 38, a front surface 40, and a rear 
surface 42. Shroud 34 may be angled outward and include a 
thickness T of anywhere between 4 (0.25) inches and 2 25 
inches, and particularly between 0.25 inches and 1 inch or 0.5 
inches and 1.5 inches. A plurality of tabs 44 extend rearward 
from rear surface 42 and terminate in protrusions 46. Protru 
sions 46 extend radially inward and may be movable due to 
any flexibility in tabs 44. While a plurality of tabs and pro- 30 
trusions are shown and described, any suitable number of tabs 
and protrusions may be utilized, including only one or two of 
each. Privacy shroud 34 may be composed of a flexible plas 
tic, a rigid plastic, or a composite of various plastic materials 
if tabs 44 need to be flexible. Regardless, privacy shroud 34 35 
functions the same regardless of the material composition and 
no particular material composition or properties is to be 
implied as required by this description. 

Rear surface 42 and inner surface 36 may also include a 
plurality of stops 48 spaced radially inward from inner Sur- 40 
face 36 by a plurality of arms 50. Stops 48 and arms 50 are 
shown and described as a plurality, although any Suitable 
number may be utilized. Stops 48 and arms 50 may rest 
against top Surface 20 and partially within opening 28 Such 
that front side 24 of top surface ridge 22 contacts a notch 52 45 
at least partially formed by each stop 48 and arm 50. In one 
implementation, each stop and arm set alternates with each 
tab and protrusion set throughout the circumference of the 
privacy shroud. In this arrangement, a large number of pro 
trusions are used to secure privacy shroud 34 to light fixture 50 
10. As discussed above, a larger number of, or larger in size 
versions of stops 48 and arms 50 contact more of light fixture 
10 and thus the privacy shroud needs fewer tabs and protru 
sions. For example, it may be easier to remove privacy shroud 
if only 1, 2, or 4 tabs need to be bent in order to remove the 55 
privacy shroud. 

FIG. 3 illustrates privacy shroud 34 secured to light fixture 
10. Privacy shroud 34 is removably secured to top surface 20 
oflight fixture 10 with tabs 44 and protrusions 46 while stops 
48 and arms 50 limit the distance the shroud will travel on the 60 
light fixture. Specifically, privacy shroud 34 is installed on 
light fixture 10 until stops 48 and arms 50 contact frontside 24 
oftop surface 20 and top surface ridge 22. During that instal 
lation, protrusions 46 are biased radially outward at tabs 44 by 
top surface ridge 22 and ultimately contact upper portion 14 65 
after protrusions 46 pass top surface ridge 22. After protru 
sions 46 pass top Surface ridge 22, protrusions 46 contact a 
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back side 26 of top surface ridge 22 and prevent privacy 
shroud 34 from being removed inadvertently. 
As discussed above, stops 48 and arms 50 limit movement 

of the privacy shroud toward lower portion 12 and therefore 
privacy shroud 34 may be properly located when protrusions 
46 contact back side 26 of top surface ridge 22 and stops 48 
contact top surface ridge front side 24. Although the imple 
mentations of the privacy shroud discuss contacting both the 
front and back side of top surface ridge 22, there may be 
enough tolerance to permit a small amount of privacy shroud 
movement during normal operation. In order to remove pri 
vacy shroud 34 from light fixture 10, the user may pull up on 
tabs 44 to pull protrusions 46 outward above top surface ridge 
22 and allow the privacy shroud to be completely removed 
from light fixture 10. In the cases where multiple sets of tabs 
44 and protrusions 46 are disposed on privacy shroud 34, all 
of the tabs must be pulled outward, potentially in unison, in 
order to release the protrusions and the privacy shroud. 

FIGS. 4 and 5 illustrate a second implementation privacy 
shroud 54 with a first stop 56 and a second stop 58 extending 
inward from an inner surface 60. The first and second stops 
may be spaced apart from one another slightly larger than the 
distance from top surface ridge front side 24 and back side 26 
(see FIGS. 1 and 3). Accordingly, privacy shroud 54 is 
inserted onto light fixture 10 until first stop 56 traverses back 
side 26 of top surface ridge 22. After first stop 56 has passed 
top surface ridge 22, the top surface ridge 22 is secured 
between first stop 56 and second stop 58. Advantageously, if 
first stop 56 and second stop 58 are continuous throughout the 
circumference of inner surface 60, then there is little or no 
possibility of light pollution escaping between light fixture 10 
and privacy shroud 54. Further, first stop 56 is preferably 
sized to be removed from light fixture 10 when sufficient 
pressure is applied, but to remain in place on the light fixture 
when only minimal pressure is applied. While privacy shroud 
54 is shown and described with first stop 56 and second stop 
58 being continuous throughout the circumference of inner 
surface 60, any suitable number of stops may be utilized on 
the privacy shroud inner surface. Similar to privacy shroud 
34, privacy shroud 54 is removably secured to light fixture 10 
and effectively increases the overall length of opening 28 in 
light fixture 10 to adequately surround a compact fluorescent 
bulb during operation to reduce or eliminate any unwanted 
light pollution. 

It will be understood that implementations are not limited 
to the specific components disclosed herein, as virtually any 
components consistent with the intended operation of a 
method and/or system implementation for a light fixture may 
be utilized. Accordingly, for example, it should be understood 
that, while the drawing figures and accompanying text show 
and describe a round light fixture, a light fixture of the present 
disclosure may contain any number of sides. Common light 
fixture shapes also include round, square, and octagonal. 
However, a light fixture of the present invention may also be 
other shapes. Components may comprise any shape, size, 
style, type, model, version, class, grade, measurement, con 
centration, material, weight, quantity, and/or the like consis 
tent with the intended operation of a method and/or system 
implementation for a light fixture. 
The concepts disclosed herein are not limited to the spe 

cific implementations shown herein. For example, it is spe 
cifically contemplated that the components included in a par 
ticular implementation of a light fixture may beformed of any 
of many different types of materials or combinations that can 
readily be formed into shaped objects and that are consistent 
with the intended operation of a light fixture. For example, the 
components may be formed of rubbers (synthetic and/or 
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natural) and/or other like materials; polymers and/or other 
like materials; plastics, and/or other like materials; compos 
ites and/or other like materials; metals and/or other like mate 
rials; alloys and/or other like materials; and/or any combina 
tion of the foregoing. 

Furthermore, embodiments of the light fixture may be 
manufactured separately and then assembled together, or any 
or all of the components may be manufactured simulta 
neously and integrally joined with one another. Manufacture 
of these components separately or simultaneously may 
involve extrusion, pultrusion, Vacuum forming, injection 
molding, blow molding, resin transfer molding, casting, forg 
ing, cold rolling, milling, drilling, reaming, turning, grinding. 
Stamping, cutting, bending, Welding, soldering, hardening, 
riveting, punching, plating, and/or the like. If any of the 
components are manufactured separately, they may then be 
coupled or removably coupled with one another in any man 
ner, Such as with adhesive, a weld, a fastener, any combina 
tion thereof, and/or the like for example, depending on, 
among other considerations, the particular material(s) form 
ing the components. 

In places where the description above refers to particular 
implementations of a light fixture, it should be readily appar 
ent that a number of modifications may be made without 
departing from the spirit thereof and that these implementa 
tions may be applied to other light fixtures. The accompany 
ing claims are intended to cover Such modifications as would 
fall within the true spirit and scope of the disclosure set forth 
in this document. The presently disclosed implementations 
are, therefore, to be considered in all respects as illustrative 
and not restrictive, the scope of the disclosure being indicated 
by the appended claims rather than the foregoing description. 
All changes that come within the meaning of and range of 
equivalency of the claims are intended to be embraced 
therein. 

The invention claimed is: 
1. A light fixture, comprising: 
a housing having a wall extending from a bottom Surface to 

a top Surface and forming an opening, atop Surface ridge 
having upper and lower Surfaces being connected to the 
top surface externally of said housing: 

a socket proximate the bottom surface for receiving an 
illumination source; and, 

a shroud removably secured to and extending away from 
the top surface, the shroud including 
at least one protrusion extending from a rear Surface of 

the shroud and engaging the lower Surface of the top 
surface ridge to substantially prevent removal of the 
shroud from the housing, a free end of the at least one 
protrusion being disposed externally of the opening; 
and 

at least one stop extending from and spaced apart from 
the rear surface of the shroud by an arm adjacent the at 
least one protrusion and engaging the upper Surface of 
the top surface ridge to limit movement of the shroud 
toward the socket, a free end of the at least one stop 
being disposed within the opening. 
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2. The light fixture of claim 1 wherein the at least one 

protrusion further comprises a plurality of protrusions. 
3. The light fixture of claim 1 wherein the at least one 

protrusion is spaced apart from the rear Surface by a tab. 
4. The light fixture of claim 1 wherein the at least one stop 

extends radially inward from the shroud rear surface. 
5. The light fixture of claim 1 wherein the illumination 

Source is a compact fluorescent light and where the shroud 
extends from the top Surface of the housing a distance to cover 
the compact fluorescent light secured within the Socket 
extending past the end of the housing. 

6. The light fixture of claim 5 wherein a shroud length is 
between 0.25 inches and one inch. 

7. The light fixture of claim 5 wherein a shroud length is 
between 0.5 inches and 1.5 inches. 

8. The light fixture of claim 1 wherein the shroud is com 
posed of a flexible plastic. 

9. The light fixture of claim 1 wherein the shroud is com 
posed of a rigid plastic. 

10. The light fixture of claim 1 wherein the shroud further 
comprises a plurality of said protrusions and a plurality of 
said stops extending from a shroud rear Surface. 

11. The light fixture of claim 10 wherein the protrusions 
and stops alternate around the shroud. 

12. The light fixture of claim 1 wherein the shroud angles 
outwardly from the top surface of the housing. 

13. A light fixture, comprising: 
a housing having a wall extending from a bottom Surface to 

a top Surface and forming an opening, a top surface ridge 
having upper and lower radial and annular surfaces 
being connected to the top Surface and externally of said 
housing: 

a socket proximate the bottom Surface for receiving an 
illumination source; and, 

a shroud removably secured to and extending away from 
the top surface, the shroud including 
a first stop extending radially inwardly from an inner 

surface of the shroud; and 
a second stop extending radially inwardly from the inner 

Surface of the shroud and spaced from a rear Surface of 
said shroud by an arm, the top surface ridge being 
received between the first and second stops. 

14. The light fixture of claim 13, wherein the first and 
second stops extend Substantially continuously along the 
inner surface of the shroud. 

15. The light fixture of claim 13, wherein the shroud angles 
outwardly from the top surface of the housing. 

16. The light fixture of claim 13, wherein the shroud 
extends axially from the top Surface of the housing a distance 
to cover a compact fluorescent light secured within the Socket 
extending past the end of the housing. 

17. The light fixture of claim 13, wherein a distance 
between the first and second stops is at least as large as a 
thickness of the top surface ridge. 
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