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This invention relates to an easel stand and relates
more particularly to a means for supporting a picture or
the like, which stand is readily collapsible to facilitate
storage and handling.

A primary object of this invention is the provision of
an easel stand which is sturdy and durable in construc-
tiom, reliable and efficient in use, and relatively simple
and inexpensive to manufacture, assemble, utilize, and
maintain.

Another object of this invention is the provision of a
collapsible easel stand which may be utilized to support
a picture for display or a canvas for painting.

Another object of this invention is to provide an easel
stand having an upper and a lower picture support rieans
slidably carried on a main standard means for easy ad-
justment to accommodate various sizes of pictuares.

A further object of this invention is the provision of
an easel stand of the type described wherein the slidable
picture support means includes spring-pressed stop means
to secure the picture in a predetermined relationship with
respect to the main standard means.

A still further object of this invention is the provision
of an easel stand having a main standard means, an
suxiliary standard means, and a base support means,
each foldably secured to the main standard means for
movement between a supporting position and a collapsed
position.

Another object of this invention is the provision of a
collapsible easel stand having a base support means
formed of a pair of transversely extending foot members
and a rearwardly extending foot member, wherein the
transversely extending foot members are foldable against
opposite sides of the rearwardly extending foot member
and the rearwardly extending foot member is foldable
against the back of the main standard means.

A further object of this invention is the provision of
such an easel stand wherein the transversely extending
foot members are biased intc the supporting position by
a pair of spring-pressed bracket means.

Another object of this invention is to provide a fold-
able easel stand having a material holding tray foldably
secured to the lower picture support means.

Yet another object of the instant invention is the pro-
vision of a collapsible easel stand which is of relatively
light weight, and which includes a main standard exten-
sion means removably securable to the upper end of the
main standard means to provide for additional length,
if necessary.

Other and further objects reside in the combinations
of elements, arrangements of parts, and features of con-
struction.

Still other objects will in part be obvious and in part
be pointed out as the description of the invention pro-
ceeds and as shown in the accompanying drawing
wherein:

FIGURE 1 is a side elevational view of an easel stand
in accordance with the instant invention, showing in
dashed lines a picture frame supported thereby and a
main standard extension means also in dashed lines, and
also showing the collapsed position of an auxiliary stand-
ard means and a base support means in dashed lines, with

ertain parts in section for illustrative clarity;

FIGURE 2 is a front elevational view of the easel stand
shown in FIGURE 1;

FIGURE 3 is a cross-sectional view taken substantially
on line 3—3 of FIGURE 1 and showing the collapsed
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position of the transversely extending foot members in
dotted lines;

FIGURE 4 is an enlarged cross-sectional view taken
substantially on line 4—4 of FIGURE 2;

FIGURE 5 is an enlarged longitudinal cross-sectional
view through the upper picture support means showing
the main standard means in dashed lines and with certain
paris broken away for illustrative clarity;

FIGURE 6 is an enlarged cross-sectional view taken
substantially on line 6—6 of FIGURE 2; and

FIGURE 7 is an enlarged fragmentary side elevational
view of the upper portion of the main standard means,
showing the means for removably securing the main
standard extension means in cross-section and showing in
detail the relationship of the main standard means to the
auxiliary standard means when the latter means is folded
into its collapsed position.

Similar reference characters refer to similar parts
throughout the several views of the drawing.

Referring now to the drawing, reference numeral 19
indicates generally an easel stand in accordance with the
instant invention which will be seen to comprise basically
a main standard means 12, a lower picture support means
%4 and an upper picture support means 26 slidingly car-
ried by the main standard means 12, a base support
means 18 pivotally secured to the lower end of the main
standard means 12 and an auxiliary standard means
29 pivotally secured to the rear of the main standard
means 12, adjacent the upper end thereof.

The main standard means 12 is comprised of a single
vertically extending member and may have secured to
the rear surface of its upper end a spacing block 22 for
a purpose to be described in more detail hereinafter.

The lower and upper picture support means 4 and
16, respectively, are substantially identical and each in-
cludes a picture support member 24 or 26, respectively,
extending transversely of the main standard means 12
and disposed in abutting relationship with the front there-
of. First and second face members 27 and 29 are secured
on the oppostte sides of each picture support member to
a pair of slide members 28. The face member 29 is
approximately as wide as the picture support member
and acts as a back rest for the picture frame. The slide
members 28 are disposed in abutting relationship with
each side of the main standard means 12 and have in-
wardly directed flanges 20 disposed in abutting relation-
ship with the rear of the main standard means 12 on
each of the lower and upper picture support means 14
and 16. The slide members 28 are notched at 31 to
receive the picture support member as will be described
further hereinafter. Spring pressed hinge members 33
secure each picture support member to the slide members
28 behind the face member 29. The slide members 28
are dimensioned so that they are slightly wider between
the face members and the flanges 39 than the thickness
of the main standard means 12 to faciliiate sliding en-
gagement therebetween. The spring pressed hinge mem-
bers 33 normally urge the picture support member into
the notches 31 to secure the picture support means i4
or 16, to the main standard means 12. Note partic-
ularly FIGURE 5. To adjust the picture support means,
the picture support member 24 or 26 is pivoted against
the urging of the spring pressed hinge members 33 to
free the same for sliding movement on the main stand-
ard means 12. If desired, a friction member (not shown)
such as sandpaper or the like, may be secured to the
rear of tne picture support members to enhance their
engagement with the main standard means when they
function as stop or locking means.

The upper surface of the picture support member 24
on the lower picture suppori means 14 comprises a pic-
ture engaging surface 38, which and is slanted upwardly
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away from the main st'mdard means 12. Likewise, the
lower surface of the picture support member 26 on the
upper picture support means 16 comprises a picture en-
gaging surface 4@, which is slanted downwardly away
from the main standard means 12. So that the lower
and upper suppert means 14 and 16, respectively, may
be made interchangesable, the picture support members
have both surfaces oppositely slanted as shown.

A canvas or a. picture, indicated schematically by the
frame 42 shown in dotted lines in FIGURES 1 and 2,
may be easily positioned on the easel stand 1% of the
instant invention by sliding the lower and upper picture
support means 14 and 16, away from each other a distance
slightly in excess of the height of the picture frame 42,
inserting the lower portion of the picture frame 42 over
the picture engaging surface 38 on the lower picture sup-
port member 24, and sliding the upper picture support
means 16 downwardly until the picture engaging surface
40 -on the upper picture support member 26 abuts the
upper portion of the picture frame 42.

A material-holding tray means 44 is preferably foldably
secured to the picture support member 24 on the lower
picture support means 14 and comprises a botiom 46 and
an upstandng peripheral wall 48 forming a material-
receiving receptacle 59. The rear end of the bottom 46
and of the side members of the peripheral wall 48 extend
toward the main standard means 12 and pass in abutting
relationship to the picture support member 24, Note
particularly FIGURES 1 and 6. Any conventional pivot
means 52 may be used to secure the tray means 44 to the
picture support member 24 for swmomg movement in the
direction of the arcuate arrow 54 in FIGURE 1 between
an asssmbled position and a collapsed position. It is to
be understood that the tray means 44 can be of any de-
sired material such as wood, metal, plastic or the like and
that a closable top member (not shown) may be provided
on the tray means 44, so that the artist’s supplies can be
left within the receptacle 58 when the easel stand 19 is
collapsed for handling or storage.

The base support means 18 preferably includes a trans-
versely extending foot member 56 on each side of the
main standard means ¥2 and a rearwardly extending foot
member 58. Each foot member preferably has pads or
downwardly extending elements 69 for contact with the
supporting surface 62. The rearwardly extending foot
‘member 58 is pivotally secured to the lower end of the
main standard means 12 at €4 for movement between a
supporting position as shown in full lines and a collapsed
position as shown in dotted lines in FIGURE 1. FEach
of the transversely extending foot members 56 is pivotally
secured to the rearwardly extending foot member 58 at
66 for movement between a supporting position shown
in full line and a collapsed position, as shown in dotted
lines in FIGURES 1 and 3.

A pair of brace means 68 are pivotally secured to each
of the transversely extending foot members 56 and to the
rearwardly extending foot member 58 and are each formed
of two elements- pivotally secured to each other at 78,
and biased by springs 72 to normally urge each of the
transversely extending foot members into:their full line
positions, with the two elements in alignment.

Any conventional means may be provided for securing
the elements in their collapsed position such as spring
locks, hooks and eyes or the like (not shown).

After the transversely extending foot members 56 are
" folded toward the rearwardly extending foot member 58,
as shown in dotted lines at 55, the entire assembly is
folded upwardly against the rear of the lower portion
of the main standard means 12, in the direction of the
arcuate arrow 74 in FIGURE 1.

The auxiliary standard means 20 is preferably com-
prised of an upper member 76 and a lower member 78
pivotally secured to each other by a bolt and wing nut
means 38. The upper end of the upper member 76 is
preferably pivetally secured at 82 to the rear of the spac-
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ing block, such as 22. Note particularly FIGURES 1 and
7. An aperture 84 is formed in either of the members
76, or 78, and an clongated slot 86 is formed in the other
member, so that when the bolt and wing nut means 89 is
loosened the lower member 78 may be pivoted about the
same, and the entire auxiliary standard means 29 may be
coliapsed in the direction of the arrow 87 in FIGURE 1.
The spacing block 22 maintains the upper member 76
away from the main standard means 1Z a sufficient dis-
tance to allow the lower member 78 to be received there-
between. Note FIGURE 7. A notch 8% may be prov1ded
in the rearwardly extending foot member 58 to receive the
lower end of the lower member 73 of the auxdlary stand-
ard means 2§ in the supporting position. See FIGURES
1 and 3.

In order to conserve space and to facilitate handhmv
and storage, the main standard means I2 may be made
relatively short with a main standard extension means
99 being provided to give additional length to accommo-
date larger pictures. The main standard extension means
%0 includes an extension member 92 of the same width
and thickness as the main standard means 12, and having
a tongue 94 receivable in a pocket 26, which is formed
in the upper end of the main standard means 12 and
covered by the spacing block 22. Note particularly FIG-
URE 7. The main standard extension means 98¢ may be
quickly and easily mounted on the basic easel stand 10
by sliding the tongue 94 into the pocket §§.

It will now be seen that there is herein provided an
easel stand which satisfies all of the objectives of the
instant invention and others, including many advantages
of great practical utility and commercial importance.

Since many embodiments may be made of this in-
ventive concept, and since many modifications may be
made of the embodiments hereinbefore shown and de-
scribed, if is to be-understood that all matter herein is to
be interpreted merely as illustrative, and not in a limiting
sense.

I claim: ,

1. An easel stand comprising a main standard means
adapted to be positioned at an acute angle with respect
to a vertical plane, a lower picture supporting means
slidably mounted on said main standard means, an up-
ber picture supporting means also slidably mounted on
said main standard means, each of said picture supporting
means including a face member in abutting relatwnshlp
with the front of said main standard means, a pair of
slide members secured to the face member and disposed
in abuttmg relationship with the cpposite sides of the
main standard means, inwardly extending flanges on each
of said slide Inembers disposed in abuttmg relationship
with said main standard means, picture supporting mem-
bers on said face members extending transversely of said
main standard meauns, spring pressed hinge members se-
cured to said face members and to said picture supporting
members for urging the latter into frictional engagement
with said standard means, and a foot member pivotally
secured to the main standard means at the bottom of the
latter, and an auxiliary standard means pivotally con-
nected at its upper end adjacent the upper end of the main
standard means and adapted to rest at its lower end on
the foot member.

2. An easel stand comprising a main standard means
adapted to be positioned at an acute angle with respect
to a vertical plane, a lower picture supporting means
slidably mounted on said main standard means, an up-
per pwtuln supporting means also slidably mounted on
said main standard means, each of said picture supporting
means including a face member in abutting relationship
with the front of said main standard means, a pair of
slide members secured to the face member and disposed
in abutting relationship with the opposite sides of the
main standard means, inwardly extending flanges on each
of said slide members disposed in abutting -relationship
with said main standard means, a picture supporting mem-
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ber on the face member of the lower picture supporting
means extending transversely of the face member and hav-
ing its top sloped upwardly and outwardly from said main
standard means for abutting the bottom of a frame carry-
ing the picture, a picture supporting member on the face
plate of the upper picture supporting means also extend-
ing transversely of the face member and having its bot-
tom sloped inwardly and downwardly toward said main
standard means for abutting the top of the frame carry-
ing the picture, spring pressed hinge members secured to
said face members and to said picture supporting mem-
bers for urging the latter into frictional engagement with
said main standard means, and a foot member pivotally
secured to the main standard means at the bottom of the
latter, and an auxiliary standard means pivotally con-
nected at its upper end adjacent the upper end of the
main standard means and adapted to rest at its lower end
on the foot member.

3. An easel stand comprising a main standard means
adapted to be positioned at an acute angle with respect to
a vertical plane, a lower picture supporting means slidably
mounted on said main standard means, an upper picture
supporting means also slidably mounted on said main
standard means, a rearwardly extending foot member
pivotally connected to the main standard means at the
bottom of the latter and swingable in a plane through
the longitudinal center line of the latter, a pair of trans-
versely extending foot members pivotally mounted on the
opposite sides of the rearwardly extending foot member
and swingable in a horizontal plane at right angles to the
said vertical plane through the longitudinal center line
of the main standard means and the rearwardly extending
foot member, and an auxiliary standard means pivotally
connected at its upper end adjacent the upper end of the
main standard means and adapted to rest at its lower end
on the rearwardly extending foot member, when the latter
is extended.

4. An easel standard comprising a main standard means
adapted to be positioned at an acute angle with respect
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to a vertical plane, a lower piciure supporting means
slidably mounted on said main standard means, an upper
pictare supporting means also slidably mounted on said
main standard means, a rearwardly extending foot mem-
ber pivotally connected to the main standard means at
the bottom of the latter and swingable in a plane through
the longitudinal center line of the latter, a pair of trans-
versely extending foot members pivotally mounted on the
opposite sides of the rearwardly extending foot member
and swingable in a horizontal plane at right angles to the
said vertical plane through the longitudinal center line
of the main standard means and the rearwardly extending
foot member, braces each comprised of two elements
pivotally interconnected at one end with one element
pivotally connected at its other end to the rearwardly
extending foot member and the other element pivotally
connected at its other end to the foot member and adapted,
when the two elements are in alignment to hold the re-
spective transversely extending foot member at approxi-
mately right angles to the rearwardly extending foot mem-
ber, and an auxiliary standard means pivotally connected
at its upper end adjacent the upper end of the main
standard means and adapted to rest at its lower end on
the base support means, when the latter is extended.
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