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(57) Abstract: The inventive subject matter is generally directed to dance shoes that include a distal portion for receiving at least a
portion of a forefoot of a wearer. The distal portion includes a rigid structure for supporting the foot, such as a toe box for an en
pointe dance shoe. A proximal portion extends from the distal portion and it is configured for receiving the midfoot and reartoot por-
tions of the foot. The shoe is constructed so as to conform to the shape of the foot through a range of foot flexations that vary the dis-
tance of the toes to the heel, particularly the tlexations that occur when dancing en pointe. According to certain embodiments of the
inventive subject matter, this is achieved in whole or part by configuring the proximal portion to be elastically, longitudinally ex-
tendible relative to the distal portion and/or configuring the shoe's foot-receiving compartment with a shape that generally mimics
the foot in a shape corresponding to plantar flexation, for example, a shape mimicking a foot en pointe.
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See Supplemental Box for Details

As all required additional search fees were timely paid by the applicant, this international search report covers all
searchable claims.

As all searchable claims could be searched without effort justifying additional fees, this Authority did not invite
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As only some of the required additional search fees were timely paid by the applicant, this international search report
covers only those claims for which fees were paid, specifically claims Nos.:
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A D No required additional search fees were timely paid by the applicant. Consequently, this international search report is
restricted to the invention first mentioned in the claims; it is covered by claims Nos.:

Remark on Protest The additional search fees were accompanied by the applicant's protest and, where applicable,

the payment of a protest fee.

protest fee was not paid within the time limit specified in the invitation.

D The additional search fees were accompanied by the applicant's protest but the applicable
|:| No protest accompanied the payment of additional search fees.
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Supplemental Box

Continuation of: Box Il

This International Application does not comply with the requirements of unity of invention because it does
not relate to one invention or to a group of inventions so linked as to form a single general inventive concept.

This Authority has found that there are different inventions based on the following features that separate the
claims into distinet groups:

o Claims 1-15 are directed a dance shoe.. The feature of a proximal portion comprising an elastically,
longitudinally extendible portion, allowing at least the proximal portion of the compartment to conform to
a foot of an intended wearer through a range of plantar foot flexations that vary the distance between the
toes and heel of the foot is specific to this group of claims.

o Claims 16-20 are directed to a dance shoe and a method of making a dance shoe. The feature of a
compartment that conforms to the foot in both regular weight-bearing positions and in an en pointe
position is specific to this group of claims.

PCT Rule 13.2, first sentence, states that unity of invention is only fulfilled when there is a technical
relationship among the claimed inventions involving one or more of the same or corresponding special
technical features. PCT Rule 13.2, second sentence, deﬁnes a special technical feature as a feature which
makes a contribution over the prior art.

When there is no special technical feature common to all the claimed inventions there is no unity of invention.

~

In the above groups of claims, the identified features may have the potential to make a contribution over the
prior art but are not comimon to all the claimed inventions and therefore cannot provide the required technical
relationship. Therefore there is no special technical feature common to all the claimed inventions and the
requirements for unity of invention are consequently not satisfied a priori. :
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