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(57) Abstract: For the purpose of being capable of performing direct inter-handset communications while maintaining inter-hand-
set communications via a base unit, smoothly making a transition from inter-handset communications via a base unit to direct in-
ter-handset communications, and switching to inter-handset communications via a base unit without releasing the communications
even in case direct inter-handset communications cannot be established, a local handset includes a direct inter-handset communica-
&= tions controller and a direct inter-handset communications transition controller for making control to establish direct inter-handset
& communications while maintaining communications with a base unit as well as transmitting control channels for direct inter-handset
communications in vacant slots in the receiving time zones for communications with the base unit, while a distant handset includes a
direct inter-handset communications controller and a direct inter-handset communications transition controller for scanning control
channels for direct inter-handset communications in the time zones other than the slots occupied by communications with the base

unit 100.
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FURTHER INFORMATION CONTINUED FROM PCT/IISA/ 210

This International Searching Authority found multiple (groups of)
inventions in this international application, as follows:

1. claims: 1-7

Digital radio communication system to establish direct mode
communication between two mobile units by scanning and
selecting vacant channels not involved in a communication
with the base unit while maintaining a synchronisation link
with the base unit to resume communication via the base unit
if the direct mode fails

2. claims: 8-12

Digital radio communication system to enable direct mode
communication between two mobile units by checking their
communication compatibility defined by attribute information
stored in each unit and exchanged between the two units via
the base unit to determine if a direct mode communication is

possible.
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