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3,155,232 
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Salvatore . Leone, Waiiagford, Conn., assigadir to The 

tanley Works, New Britain, Coscil, a corporation of 
Connectics at 

Filed Aug. 27, 1962, Ser. No. 219,520 
4 (Caiias. (C. 266-45.14) 

The present invention generally relates to display pack 
ages for small articles and more specifically to a novel 
and improved display package of the card type and having 
particular advantage for use with coilable rules and the 
like. The invention also includes a novel and improved 
blank for forming the display package. 
One of the objects of the present invention is to pro 

vide an improved display package that will securely re 
tain an article while at the same time permitting the article 
to be clearly displayed and providing abundant and notice 
able area on which they may be printed identification data 
relating to the article. Included in this object is the 
provision of such a display package that facilitates the 
insertion and removal of the article and wherein the article 
is automatically secured in place merely upon insertion 
into the package. 
A more specific object is to provide such a package 

which is particularly adapted for use with coilable rules 
and sinhilar articles having extensible parts and which 
permit the extensible parts to be pulled out or retracted 
by the customer or salesman for demonstration purposes 
without removing the article from the package. Included 
in this aim is the provision of such a package wherein 
the extensible part such as the blade of the coilable rule 
may be retained in a partially extended position to en 
hance the display value and to invite the customer to test : 
the operation of the device. 
A further object of the present invention is to provide 

an improved blank for such a display package that can 
be quickly and easily formed into the display package in 
a one-step manipulation and which requires no means to 
maintain the display package erected other than the dis 
played article itself. 
A still further object of the present invention is to pro 

vide a blank for such a display package that is extremely 
economical to manufacture and that will provide a dis 
play package of enhanced appearance and relatively sturdy 
and compact construction. 
Other objects will be in part obvious and in part point 

ed out more in detail hereinafter. 
The invention accordingly consists in the features of 

construction, combination of elements and arrangement 
of parts which will be exemplified in the construction 
hereafter set forth and the scope of the application of 
which will be indicated in the appended claims. 

in the drawings: 
FIG. 1 is a perspective view of a display package em 

bodying the present invention and shown in combination 
with a commercial form of a coilable rule secured there 
in and disposed in the normal display position; 

FIG. 2 is a front elevational view of the display pack 
age; 

FIG. 3 is an enlarged side view of the display pack 
age; 

FIG. 4 is a front elevational view of a blank for form 
ing the display package; and 

F.G. 5 is a side view of the blank. 
Referring to the drawings in detail, a display package 

generally designated 2, embodying the present invention 
is shown in FIG. 1 as displaying a coilable rule 4. As 
explained more fully hereinafter, the display package may 
be conveniently formed from a single sheet of flat stock 
material such as conventional paperboard or piastic or 
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the like. The base of the package comprises a generally 
rectangular panel 6 having an upper portion 8 for exhibit 
ing article identification data and which may be provided 
with a slot S8 for hanging the package, if desired, and a 
lower portion preferably formed of a double-wall con 
struction which includes a front wall 9 and a rear wall 1. 
Projecting generally perpendicularly forwardly from the 
base panel 6 at the lower end thereof is a ledge or shelf 
12 adapted to form a bottom support for the displayed 
article as clearly shown in FIG. 1. 
A central connecting web i4 is provided between an 

intermediate portion of the base panel 6 and the front 
edge 7 of the edge 2 which includes a top portion 6 
projecting generally perpendicularly forwardly from the 
base panel 6 and a front wall portion 18 extending gen 
erally perpendicularly upwardly from the front edge of 
the ledge 2 and generally parallel to the base panel. 
As shown in the drawing, the web 14 together with the 
base panel 6 forms a generally rectangular open-ended 
enclosure for the article to be displayed, the depth and 
height being preferably dimensioned so as to readily ac 
commodate the displayed article but without excessive 
looseness. By this dimensioning, the article displayed 
under the web 14 will not only be snugly received there 
in but additionally the displayed article will serve to posi 
tively support the web 4 in its intended article-receiving 
position against movement towards the base panel where 
by vertical collapse of the web E4 and the ledge E.2 will be 
precluded and the structural stability of the package will 
be maintained. If desired, the front panel 8 of the web 
14 may be contoured in a manner like that of the article 
displayed so as to enhance the appearance and also pro 
vide additional advertising space. 

In accordance with the invention, the front wall 9 
of the package is formed with a pair of side webs 24, 
26 on opposite sides of the central web 14. The side 
webs 24, 26 are bowed outwardly from the plane of 
the base panel 6 to assume an arcuate profile and to pro 
vide a pair of flexible and resilient abutments. The inner 
side edges 25, 27 of the abutments 24 and 26 are di 
mensioned to engage the side edges of the displayed 
article to thereby retain the article in its seated posi 
tion beneath the web 14. Insertion and removal of the 
article is simply effected by depressing either of the abut 
ments 24, 26 toward the base panel so as to clear the 
article from the abutment edge 25 or 27 to thereby permit 
lateral insertion or withdrawal of the article. The re 
siliency of the sheet material together with its bowed 
configuration on the front wall assures that the abut 
ments 24, 26 will return to their normal retaining posi 
tion even after repeated insertion and withdrawal of the 
article. - 

In addition to the foregoing advantages, it will be seen 
that the package of the present invention is extremely 
well suited for the display of articles having extensible 
parts as illustrated in FIG. 1 wherein the blade 30 of the 
rule 4 is partially extended along the ledge 12 of the 
package and may be held thereon by the engagement of 
the end hook 32 of the blade with the edge 34 of the 
ledge i2. In this position, the blade 30 is substantially 
protected by the ledge 2 and is displayed for convenient 
inspection as well as testing without disturbing the display 
of the rule in the package or requiring the removal of 
the rule therefrom. 
A blank for forming the above-described package and 

constructed in accordance with the invention is shown 
in FIGS. 4 and 5 as comprising a generally rectangular 
sheet of resilient and flexible material of the type de 
scribed above, which sheet has been folded on itself 
along fold edge 7 (the edge of the ledge 12) to provide 
the front wall 9 and the rear wall . The rear wall 
i which in the shown embodiment is slightly less in 
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width than the front wall 9 is fixed to the front wall 9 
at the area designated by numeral 36 as by bonding or 
the like. 

Referring to FIG. 4, the front wall 9 is cut in the 
longitudinal direction of the blank between the area of 
fixation 36 and the fold edge 7 to thereby provide the 
connecting web 4 of the package. The particular shape 
and size of the web 4 may be varied depending upon 
the shape, size or weight of the article to be displayed. 
However, the top portion 16 of the web. 4 is preferably 
formed of a reduced width to facilitate bending in the 
formation of the package as well as to enhance the ex 
posure of the article to be displayed. The front wall 9 
is cut along opposite sides of the central web 4 to pro 
vide the abutment-forming side webs 24, 26, the edges 
25, 27 thereof being spaced to receive the displayed 
article therebetween and preferably being contoured as 
shown to extend about the side edges of the article in 
close relationship thereto. 

In accordance with the invention, the blank is adapted 
to be transversely folded along lines extending parallel 
to the fold edge 7 and spaced therefrom a distance gen 
erally equal to the depth of the ledge 2 to form the 
package. In order to facilitate such folding, the front 
wall 9 is segmentally scored or creased at line 60 located 
on opposite sides of the web 4 while the rear wall 11. 
is scored throughout its width dimension at line 62 but 
preferably spaced or offset from the score line 60 in a 
direction away from the fold edge 7. To further facili 
tate formation of the package, the front wall 9 is addi 
tionally scored or creased at line 64 extending across its 
width at the lower limit of the area of fixation 36, while 
the web 4 is scored at line 66 which is spaced from the 
score line 64 to define the outer edge of the top portion 
i6 of the web. 

Formation of the package from the blank is sinnply 
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accomplished by merely folding the front and rear walls 
9, 11 together along their respective score lines 60, 62 
and generally ninety degrees in the direction of the front 
wall 9. It will be apparent from the foregoing that this 
folding will cause the area between the score lines 60, 
62 and the fold edge 7 to provide the ledge 12 of the 
package and will cause the web 14 to bend at score lines 
64, 66 to assume an inverted L-shaped cross section 
whereby the open-ended enclosure of the package will 4. 
be formed for receiving the article to be displayed. Ad 
ditionally, this folding of the front and rear walls 9, 15. 
about their scored lines 60, 62 will also cause the side 
webs 24, 26 of the front wall to bow outwardly into the 
position shown in FGS. 1 and 3 thereby providing the 
arcuate resilient abutments 24, 26 of the package which 
retain the article to be displayed against lateral move 
net. 
From the foregoing it will be seen that in addition 

to the other advantages the present invention provides a 
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blank that may be manufactured at extreme low cost 
and with a sightly appearance while at the same time 
being adaptable to form a novel and improved display 
package in a one-step manipulation that may be conven 
iently and rapidly effected by use of the fingers. 
As will be apparent to persons skilled in the art, var 

ious modifications and adaptations of the structure above 
described will become readily apparent without depar 
ture from the spirit and scope of the invention, the scope 
of which is defined in the appended claims. 

I claim: 
1. A display package for coilable rules and like articles 

comprising a front wall and a back wall of sheet material 
secured together at two longitudinally spaced positions, 
the front wall having two transversely spaced portions 
which are severed longitudinally to provide a central 
connecting web and side webs on opposite sides of the 
central web, said back wall and side webs being provided 
with a fold line spaced from one end and being foldable 
to provide a shelf to space the central web from the 
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4. 
back wall of the package to form an open-ended en 
closure for receiving an article to be displayed, said side 
webs being free from said back wall and being so con 
structed and arranged to be bowed outwardly from the 
back wall to form abutments for retaining the article re 
ceived in said enclosure against lateral movement when 
foided to provide the shelf. 

2. In combination with an article of the coilable rule 
type, a card display package comprising a card folded 
upon itself along a fold line to provide overlying front 
and rear wails, an end portion of said overlying walls 
being folded at right angles to provide a ledge support 
ing the article for display, said front wall being secured 
to the rear wall along a portion spaced from the ledge 
and being severed longitudinally to provide a central 
connecting web and two side webs, said connecting web 
being folded outwardly from the base panel to form an 
open-ended enclosure therewith receiving the article for 
display in seated position on the ledge, the article being 
dimensioned so that it engages between the rear wall 
and connecting web and supports the connecting web 
against collapsing movement toward the rear wall, said 
side webs being bowed outwardly and extending along 
opposite sides of the article displayed to retain it in en 
gagement with the rear wall, said side webs being yield 
able to permit the removal of the article from the 
enclosure. 

3. A blank for forming a display package comprising 
a card folded on itself along a fold edge to provide 
front and rear walls positioned in overlying and substan 
tially contacting relationship with each other, said walls 
being fixed together along an area spaced from the fold 
edge, said front wall being apertured to provide a central 
web and side webs extending from the fold edge to the 
area at which the walls are fixed together, the front wall 
having a score line extending transversely of the card and 
bordering the area at which the walls are fixed together, 
the central web having a score line extending across a 
top portion thereof, the side webs having a score line 
extending transversely of the blank and being parallel 
and spaced from the fold edge, the rear wall having a 
score line extending transversely across the card and 
being closely spaced from the score lines of the side 
webs such that folding of the walls along the closely 
spaced score lines will cause the portion of the card be 
tween the fold edge and the closely spaced score lines 
to form a ledge for supporting an article to be displayed, 
the central web to bend about opposite ends of the top 
portion thereof to form an open-ended enclosure for 
receiving an article to be displayed, and the side webs 
to bow outwardly to form resilient abutments for retain 
ing an article to be displayed in the enclosure against 
lateral movement. 

4. A blank for forming a display package comprising 
a front wall and a back wall of sheet material fixed 
together at two longitudinally spaced positions, said front 
wall having two transversely spaced portions which are 
severed longitudinally to provide a central web and two 
side webs on opposite sides of the central web, the back 
wall and the side webs having fold lines extending later 
ally thereof and spaced from one end thereof, said fold 
lines on the side webs and the back wall being positioned 
at substantially equal distances from said one end of the 
back wall, the end portions of the side webs and the 
back wall being foldable along the fold lines to space 
the central web from the back wall to provide an open 
ended enclosure for receiving an article to be displayed 
to form abutments for retaining the article to be dis 
played against lateral movement. 
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