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To all whom it may concern: ]

Be it known that I, HERMAN K. A. I, VoN
SPITZINGEN, a citizen of the United States, re-
siding at Baltimore, in the State of Maryland,
have invented certain new and useful Im-
provements in Opera-Chairs; and I dohereby
declare the following to be a full, clear, and
exact description of the invention, such-as
will enable others skilled in the art to which
it appertains to make and use the same.

This invention relates to an improvement
in.opera-chairs, and it is embodied in the con-
struction and arrangement of parts herein-
after described, and definitely pointed out in
the claims.

The object of this invention is to produce
what is known in the art as an ‘‘ opera-chair,”
and to provide the same with improved fea-
tures whereby the seat member will be auto-
matically raised into an oblique position and
there held by frietion, so that a slight lateral
pressure will cause the same to assume a ver-
tical position.

Intheaccompanying drawings, wherein like
letters of reference designate correspondmcr
parts in the several Views, Figure 1 is a side
elevation of a chair. Fig.2isa sectional ele-
vation, and Fig. 3 is a detail view of the fric-
tion holding device and a section of the chair.

In the drawings, A designates the standards
or sides of the chair, which may be of any
conventional or convenient form.

Between the standards is pivoted, by the
pivot-pins or bolts b, the seat member B. The
pins are located adjacent to the rear of the

seat and are projected into the standards.

In the rear of the pivot-pins b are the stops
C,secured on the standards,and against which
the upper face of the rear of the seat engages,
thereby limiting the downward movement of
the seat.

The seat B is of alength sufficient to extend
beyond the standards and the arms thereof,
as is usual, and the same is provided with a
weight D at its rear edge, tending to normally
hold the seat in a perpendlculm position, as
shown in Rig. 2.

To retain the seat in an obligue position
and prevent its full movement when the oc-
cupant rises, I employ by preference curved
U-shaped springs ¥, arranged in grooves
“formed on the suandmds or sldes obhquely or

at an-angle to the movement of the seat.
These springs project slightly into the path
of the seat and their curved portion is en-
gaged by the rear portion of the seat, the fric-
tion and strength of the spring being suffi-
cient to prevent the weight from moving the
seat past an obligue position.

T'o secure the springs in place, I conven-
iently span their ends by staples or clips G,
in which the ends are free to move. -

It will be noted that the position and an-
gular arrangement of the springs are such that
the seat edge rides or moves in substantially
a direct line over the curved section, so that
when pressure is placed on the seat in either
direction the springs promptly yield and per-
mit the passage of the seat.

‘While I have shown a convenient form of
friction device, I desire it understood that
otherforms may be employed without depart-
ing from the nature and principle of the in-
ventlon

Chairs constructed as above described are
especially desirable in the case of panics, as
the seats are always normally in either an
oblique or perpendicular position and when
in the former position clear the aisle and the
occupants may be seated without trouble or
danger, and when the seat is not ocecupied it
can be forced info a perpendicular position
without trouble or inconvenience.

Having thus described my invention, what
I claim as new, and desire to secure by Letters
Patent, is— :

1. Inan opera seat or chair the combination

'with the side standards, of a seat pivoted

thereon, stops at the rear of the pivots, a
weight on the rear edge of the seat, and yield-
ing stops on the standards projecting into the
path of the seat, substantially as described.

2. In an opera seat or chair the combination
with the side standards, of a seat pivoted
thereto, a weight on the rear of the seat, stops
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on the standards, and curved springs secured -

to the standards and projecting into the path
of the seat, substantially as described.
In testimony whereof I affix my signature
in presence of two witnesses.
HERMAN X, A, F. VON SPITZINGEN.
Witnesses:
JamEs A. Busw,
WM. J. MORRAN,




