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The invention relates to containers for hold 
ing, displaying and dispensing articles of mer 
chandise and has for its object to provide a 
novel device for supporting the container in an 
attractive display position in which the articles 
of merchandise in said container are readily ac 
cessible for dispensing at will. The invention 
contemplates further a novel display device con 
structed as a self-contained unit capable of being 
readily attached to the containers and arranged 
to be set up and folded to operative and inopera 
tive positions respectively in a simple and ef 
ficient manner. Other objects will appear from 
the description hereinafter and the features of 
novelty will be pointed out. in the claims. 
In the accompanying drawing, which illus 

trates an example of the invention without de 
fining its limits Fig. 1 is a sectional view show 
ing the novel device in operative position on a 
container and supporting the latter in display 
position; Fig. 2 is a bottom view of the device 
and container with the device in its operative 
position; Fig. 3 is a similar view showing the 
device in its inoperative, folded position, and 
Fig. 4 is a face view of the blank from which 
the device is constructed. 
In its preferred form the novel display device 

comprises a self-contained unit adapted to be 
suitably combined with the receptacle for which 
it is designed, and in such case may be con 
structed from a blank of suitable material such 
as cardboard, or the like. In the form shown 
in Fig. 4 this blank consists of a main section 
5 of rectangular form and predetermined dimen 
Sions dependent upon the associated receptacle 
to which it is to be attached. An auxiliary panel 
6 is foldably connected with the main section 
5 at an edgethereof and in any suitable manner 
as by means of a score line 7. An associate 
panel 8, which in the illustrated example is a 
terminal panel, is foldably connected with the 
auxiliary panel 6 at an edge thereof in any 
conventional way as by means of a score line 
9. A guide tongue O is foldably connected with 
the associate panel 8 at the free edge thereof 
for instance by means of score lines fi which 
project in Wardly toward each other as shown. 
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connecting transverse line 6 so as to remain 
in connection with and project from the asso 
ciate panel 8. The end lines of the locking flap 
4. are located respectively at the inner terminals 
Of the score lines as shown in Fig. 4. In 
practice the locking flap co-operates with a 
locking opening 7 formed in the main section 
5 and located at a predetermined point between 
the slots 3 to maintain the display device in the 
Operative display position shown in Fig. 1, as 
will be more fully described hereinafter. 
To set up the display device from the blank 

shown in Fig. 4 the locking flap 10 is folded on 
the score lines i? preferably in a return direc 
tion into overlapping relation with the asso 
ciate panel 8 and the latter with the auxiliary 
panel 6 is folded on the score line 7 over the 
main section 5; in any appropriate manner the 
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The guide tongue 0 has its opposite ends 2 
tapered and preferably rounded as indicated for 
co-operation with guide slots f3 formed in the 
main section 5 and extending in spaced parallel 
relation to each other. 
cludes a locking flap 4 which initially may com 
prise part of the guide tongue O and in such 

The blank. further in . 

tapering ends 2 of the guide tongue O are in 
Serted into the slots. 3 so that at this stage the 
device presents the flat folded appearance ill 
lustrated in Fig. 3 in which the locking flap 14 
projects outwardly from the associated panel 8 
Over the main section 5 as shown. When it is 
desired to adjust the display device to its opera 
tive position, or in other words, to foldably ad 
just the panels 6 and 8 to operative easel form, 
a manual pushing force is exerted on the edge 
a of the device in Fig. 3 to slidably shift the 
guide tongue O or specifically the ends 2 there 
of lengthwise of the slots 3 toward the right in 
Said Fig. 3. This will pivotally adjust the aux 
iliary panel 6 on the score line 7 or its equiva 
lent, and at the same time will pivotally adjust 
the associate panel 8 on the score lines 9 and 

to bring said panels 6 and 8 into inclined 
relation to each other and to the main section. 
5, or in other words, to, foldably, adjust these 
panels. 6. and 8. to operative easel form as illus 
trated in Fig. 1. During these movements the 
ends 2 of the guide tongue will move length 
Wise of the slots 3 and the guide tongue ) 
itself will travelin surface engagement with the 
main section 5 in a direction toward the right 
in Fig. 3. When the panels 6 and 8 have reached 
their final display position or easel form, the 
locking flap 4 will be in registry with the lock 
ing opening 1 and will automatically drop into 
the same, or if required may be forced into said 
opening 7 to bring the free transverse edge 
of said locking flap 4 into engagement with the 
contiguous edge of said locking opening 7 to 
thereby fix. said panels 6 and 8 in their operative 
position, or easel form, as shown in Fig. 1. When 

case is cut therefrom along end lines. 5. and a 55 it is desired to collapse the display" device or to 



2 
adjust it to its inoperative position, the locking 
flap 4 is removed from the locking opening 17 
in any convenient manner and a force is exerted 
on the panels 6 and 8 in a direction toward 
the main section 5 for instance at the apex of 
the easel coinciding With the Score line 9 or its 
equivalent. This will cause the guide tongue lo 
to Slide along the Surface Of the main Section 5 
and the tapered ends 2 of Said locking flap 0 
to correspondingly move lengthWise of the slots 
3 in a direction toward the left in Fig. 2; the 

locking flap 4 will concurrently travel in the 
Same direction on the face of the main Section 
5. At the completion of this collapsing opera 
tion the panels 6 and 8 of the display device 
will lie flat in surface engagement With the Sec 
tion 5 and the ends 2 of the guide tongue O 
Will be located at or near the left hand ends 
of the slots 3, or in other words the display 
device will again occupy the position illustrated 
in Fig. 3. 
In the illustrated form of the invention, the 

main section 5 of the display device is connected 
with the bottom 8 of the container 9 in Surface 
engagement therewith. The connection of the 
main section 5 With the bottom 8 of the con 
tainer 9 may be effected in any conventional 
manner as for instance by means of metallic 
staples 20 and 2 as shown. In order to facilitate 
the placing of the staples 2 in position to con 
nect the main section 5 with the bottom 8 of 
the container 9, the panel 6 may be provided 
with apertures or slots 22 through which the 
main section 5 is made accessible to the Staples 
and stapling machine when the display device 
is in the folded in Operative position. ShOWn in 
Fig. 3. 
In some instances the main section 5 may con 

stitute the bottom of the associated container 
in which case suitable provision is made for fold 
ably combining the panels 6 and 8 with Said 
main section to meet the existing conditions. In 
any event in all forms of the device Suitable 
means projects upwardly from the main Section 
5 to constitute a container for articles of mer 
chandise. When the display device comprises a 
self-contained unit and the main Section 5 has 
been suitably attached to the bottom 8 of the 
associated container 9 as described, the locking 
opening 7 in co-operation with the bottom 8 
of said container 9 forms a locking receSS for 
the accommodation of the locking flap 4 to fix 
the panels 6 and 8 in their operative position 
or in the easel form shown in Fig. 1 in which 
the associated container 9 is Supported in an 
inclined display position as shown. In this dis 
play position the articles of merchandise in the 
container 9 are not only attractively displayed 
but are also made easily accessible for Sale to 
purchasers or other dispensation as may be 
desired. 
The display device in all of its forms is of 

maximum simplicity in Construction and is capa 
ble of being adjusted to and from itS Operative 
position and vice versa. With a minimum of 
energy and without requiring any particular 
skill on the part of the operator. The inter 
engagement of the locking fiap 4 With the lock 
ing opening 7 is substantially automatic and 
in any case requires only a slight effort to force 
these elements into co-operate engagement with 
each other. The release of the flap 4 from the 
locking opening 7 and the collapse of the dis 
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attain the desired results. 

equally simple and also requires no particular 
effort or skill on the part of the operator. 
The display device in all of its forms comprises 

a plurality of members foldably and slidably 
connected With each other in a manner to enable 
Said device to be adjusted as hereinbefore de 
scribed. 
In its illustrated form the plurality of mem 

berS is exemplified by the main section 5 and 
the panels 6 and 8, which are located in con 
terminous relation to each other and to said 
main Section 5 and are foldably connected to 

Predetermined mem 
bers, that is for instance, the panels 6 and 8, 
are foldable relative to each other and to an 
other of Said members, for instance, the main 
Section 5 to operative easel form. The predeter 
mined members for instance the panels 6 and 8 
are slidably Connected With another of said 
members, as for instance the main section 5 by 
means of the guide tongue 0 and the guide slots 
3 as previously set forth herein. In addition 

the device preferably always includes means for 
fixing the predetermined members such as the 
panels 6 and 8 in Said easel form, said means 
being exemplified in the illustrated example by 
the locking flap 4 and the locking opening 7. 
The novel display device when constructed in 

its preferred form as a self-contained unit may 
be readily connected and combined with existing 
types of containers for articles of merchandise. 
The Specific Construction and form of these con 
tainers may be of any predetermined or special 
type dependent upon the purpose for which it. 
is to be used. In every instance the novel display 
device provides an efficient means whereby said 
Containers With the articles of merchandise, 
therein may be efficiently and adequately sup 
ported in attractive display positions so as to, 
be easily accessible for dispensation at will. At 
the same time the novel display device in its 
inoperative position lies flat and does not inter 
fere with the storage or shipment of the con-. 
tainers with which it is combined. 
Warious changes in the specific forms shown 

and described may be made within the scope of 
the claims without departing from the spirit of 
the invention. 

I Claira: 
1. The combination of a merchandise con-. 

tainer including a bottom, and a display device. 
comprising a main section secured to the bottom 
of Said container in Surface engagement there 
with and provided with a locking opening co-op 
erating with said bottom to form a locking re 
ceSS, a plurality of panels foldably connected 
With each other and With Said main section and 
foldable relatively to each other and to said main 
Section into easel form for supporting said con 
tainer in display position and to an inoperative, 
position in Surface engagement with said main. 
Section, means for slidably connecting one of said, 
panels With said main Section, and a locking flap, 
on Said one of said panels arranged to pass into; 
Said locking receSS into contact with the bottom, 
of Said container and to engage a wall of said 
locking opening to fix said panels in easel form. 

2. The combination of a merchandise con 
tainer having a bottom, and a display device 
comprising a main section secured to the bottom 
of Said container in external surface engagement 
thereWith, Said main section being provided with 
Spaced, parallel guide slots and a locking open 
ing located between said slots and co-operating 

play device to its inoperative flat condition is with said bottom to form a locking recess, an 
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auxiliary panel foldably connected with said 
main section at an edge thereof, an associate 
panel foldably connected with said auxiliary 
panel at an edge thereof, a guide tongue folda 
bly connected with said associate panel in over 
lapping relation thereto and having its opposite 
ends slidably mounted in said slots for folding 
said panels relatively to each other and to said 
main section to adjust said device from its inop 
erative to its operative position and vice versa, 10 

and a locking flap cut from said guide tongue 
and connected with said aSSOciate panel at its 
foldable connection. With said guide tongue, Said 
locking flap being arranged to pass into said 
locking recess into contact with the bottom of 
said container and to engage a, Wall of Said lock 
ing opening to fix said device in its operative dis 
play position. 

HAROLD L. MYERS. 


