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UNITED STATES

Patent Orricr,

OWEN B. WICKHAM, OF CLEVELAND, OHIO.

PROCESS OF IRONING CLOTHES.

SPRECIFICATION forming part of Letters Patent No,
Application filed March 14, 1885, Serial No. 158,940.

To all whom it may concerns

Be it known that I, Owex B. WICKHAM,
of Cleveland, in the county of Cuyahoga and
State of Ohio, have invented certain new and
useful Improvements in Process of Polishing
Linen; and I do hereby declare the follow.
ing to be a full, clear, and exact description
of the invention, such as will enable others
skilled in the art to which it pertains to make
and use the same. .

My invention relates to a process of polish-
ing linen—for instance, collars, cuffs, shirt-
bosoms, and similar articles; and it consists
in the stepshereinafter described and claimed,

Heretofore the custom in laundries where
the better class of such work is done has been
to starch the garments, wring them out, and
lay them aside to dry. After the garments
were dried, or nearly so, they were dampened
and submitted to the ironing or polishing pro-
cess, which consisted in rubbing the face of
the garments with smoothing -irons, rollers,
or other polishing apparatus. With my im-
proved process the garments are starched and
wrung out as formerly; but in place of laying
them aside to dry they are at once subjected
to the polishing process, which is as follows:
The face of the garment—that is, the side
that is to receive the polish—is spread upon
asmooth polished surface, either metal, wood,
or othersuitable material, as may be preferred,
and is rubbed down from the center outward
to exclude the-air from between the garment
and the said smooth surface, the rubbing in
the first instance usually being performed with
the fingers. This is an important part of the
process, and the polish that the article re-
ceives will depend upon such exelusion of the
air. In addition to rubbing with the fingers,
a roiling-pin such as used in culinary depart-
ments, but covered with cloth, may be used,
if desired; or a press or other means may be
had to press the garments more firmly upon
the said smooth surface after the rubbing with
the fingers aforesaid. Any or all of these
means may be employed; but in the absence
of other appliances the work of the fingers,
will be found adequate. The garment and

Plate are next set aside to dry. This may be
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done in a warm room, drying-oven, or in any
suitable place, and any degree of heat may
be employed that will not injure the fabrie.
When the garment is thoroughly dried, it will
cleave off from the plate or other smooth sur-
face of itself, and the side that was next to
the plate will be found to be highly polished.

I carried on a laundry for many years, and
was familiar with the processes usually em-
ployed in such establishments for polishing
linen; but I was never enabled to obtain so
high a degree of polish as with the process
just deseribed. If metal plates are used, they
should be highly polished and nickel-plated
to prevent them from rusting. Such plates
may have a flat surface, or they may be curved
to conform somewhat to the shape of the ar-
ticle. A good quality of starch should be
used, and no other ingredient is necessary,
although the addition of other ingredients
such as are common in former processes will
do no special harm, and may be added, if pre-
ferred.

I have deseribed a convenient way of ap-
plying the articles to the plate; but any other
manner that is found convenient may be re-
sorted to. TFor instance, the articles may be
applied to the smooth surface by commencing
at one end or on one side, the object being to
exclude the air, as aforesaid. Glass plates of
sufficient thickness so that they are not easily
broken may be used to advantage.

In laundries, where every convenience is
usually had—such as drying-rooms, starching
and wringing machines, &ec.—the work is car.
ried on expeditiously.” The process can be
carried out and equally good work done in
the more primitive manner illustrated in the
accompanying drawings.

Figure 1 is a view in perspective illustrat-
ing the different stages of the process as car-
ried ont in the kitchen. On the right hand
is shown a person in the act of wringing out
a garment after it has been starched, and a
tub of starch is shown conveniently near on
the floor.

A represents a table. The lady at the left
hand is shown in the act of applying a collar
to the plate ¢ in the manner already described.
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Other plates of different shapes are shown on
the table, all of course having a polished up-
per surface. A rolling-pin is shown in con-
venient proximity, and may be successfully
used on plain work. ‘ :

B is a stove on or in which the plates with
the articles adhering are placed for drying
the latter.

Figs. 2, 3, and 4 are diagrammatic views that

will require no special description.

‘What I claim is—

The process herein described of polishing
linen, and consisting of starching and wring-
ing out the garments and applying them di-
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rectly to plates or other smooth surfaces with 15
the face or side of the linen that is to.receive
the polish next to such plates, and pressing,
rolling, or otherwise applying them to such
surface so as to exclude the air, and drying
the articles, substantially as set forth. 20

In testimony whereof I sign this specifica-
tion, in the presence of two witnesses, this 14th
day of February, 1885.

OWEN B. WICKHAM.

Witnesses: :
CHAS, H. DORER,
ALBERT E. LYNCH.




