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" The present invention relates 1o paint brushes. and
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more particularly to a device. for painting a surface -

which is contiguous to another surface on which paint

.is not. desired.

Mainy situations arise in interior decorating wherein
one surface to be.painted lies contiguous to. another
surface where paint is not desired or in which a paint
of a different color is to be applied. Such situations
arise in a painting of a wall at its juncture with the
ceiling; the painting of interior trims such as casings,
base. mouldings, etc., and in two-tone painting where it
is desired to prevent the paint of one color overlapping

_that of the adjacent tone.

The prior art reveals a number of guides or guards

-adapted to hold a paint brush and prevent the bristles

thereof contacting the contiguous surface. - None of these

-devices, so far as I know, has proved entirely satisfactory,

particularly when used by inexperienced painters. Many
home owners, for example, elect to do their own re-
decorating and experience some difficulty in keeping

.paint off of the surface adjacent to that being painted.

It is, therefore, the principal object of the present in-
vention to provide a paint applicator which may be used
by an unskilled person to quickly and accurately paint

-adjacent surfaces without painting an adjacent surface
~where paint is not desired. .

The device of the present invention is equally satis-

-factory to professional painters by enabling them to more

rapidly. achieve the desired results without sacrifice in
the workmanship and quality thereof.
" Another object of the present invention is to provide a
device in which paint brushes are secured thereto and
incorporate guard means for preventing the bristles of
the brushes contacting a surface not to be painted.
Another object of this invention is to provide a device
of this class in which the brushes may be loaded with
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paint without gettmg the latter on the guard portion of -

the device..

A further abject of the 1nvent10n is to provide paint
roller means, carried by the device between spaced-apart
brushes which supplies an additional quantity of paint
to the desired surface and covers a substantially larger
area .of the surface being pamted in co-operation with
the bristles of the. brushes.

".Still "another object of my mventwn is the provision

.of a painting applicator having a laterally off-set handle
to facilitate manual operation of the device in painting a
»wall surface perpendlcular to an adjacent surface.

Yet another object is the prov1smn of a device of this

'class in which a guiding surface 'is provided along one

side thereof for contacting a surface perpendicular with
respect to the surface it is desired to pamt
- Still another object of this invention is to prov1de a

.device of this class in which the only: wearing parts
~comprises. brushes  and -a .paint roller WhICh may be
- .readily and easily: replaced.
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- A still further object .of this invention is to prov1de a -

2
paint applicator of this nature which is simple in con-
struction and therefore may be manufactured and sold
at a relatively low cost. o

An additional object is to provide an article of this
class in which the painting brushes and rollers thereof
may be easily cleaned for changing colors or when the
painting is complete. .

The present invention accomplishes these and other
objects by providing a substantially rectangular body
having a handle prOJectmg laterally of one longitudinal
side edge of the body in off-set relation with respect to
the plane -of the body. The plane of that side of the
body opposite the handle being adapted to contact a wall

surface for disposing the handle in spaced relation with
‘respect-to the wall being contacted. Brush-holding sec-

tions are defined at each respective end of the body on

~that side opposite the handle by recesses.

Brushes are connected to the longitudinal side edge of
each brush-holding section so that the bristles of the
brushes contact -and project beyond the free edge of the
brush-holding sections into the plane defined by the sur-
face contacting-side of the body for. painting a surface
perpendicular to that surface being contacted by the
guide surface of the body.

A painting roller is journaled on an axis perpendicular
with ‘respect -to the guide surface of the body, medially
its"ends for co-operating with: the brushes and applying
a single swath of paint to the surface.

Other objects will be apparent from the following
descrlptlon when taken in conjunction: with the accom-
panying two sheets of drawmgs wherein:

Figure 1 is a top plan view of the device.

"Figure 2 is a side elevation view of the device as seen
in Fig. 1. :

Figure 3isa fragmenbary vertical cross-sectional view
taken substantlally along line 3—3 of Flgure 2.

Figure 4 is a vertical cross—sectlon view taken sub-
stantially along line 4—4 of Fig. 2.

Figure 5 is an end elevational view of the devwe in
operative position.

Like characters of reference. designate like parts--in
those figures of .the drawmgs in whlch they OCCUr, i .
--In the drawings: = = -

The reference numeral 10 mdlcates the dev1ce, as'a
whole, comprising a relatively -thin body portion 12
having a substantially planar rectangular central portion
and formed of suitable material, such as plastic, which
will not stain or mark a painted surface. A recess 14 is
formed in one longitudinal side of the body thus defining
a pair. of rectangular brush-holding portions or sections
16 and 18 along one edge of the body adjacent . its: re-
spective ends. An inverted substantially U-shaped handle
20, as seen in Fig. 2, has the legs thereof: integrally
joined to the edge of the body opposite the respective
brush-holding sections 16 and 18. The handle 20, the
end portions 22 and 24 .of the body and the respective
brush-holding sections 16 and 18 are bent or formed to
lie in a2 common plane angularly disposed with respect

‘to the plane of the central portlon 26 of the body (Figs.

1, 4 and 5). The handle 20 is thus disposed in offset
relation with respect to the body for the reasons which
will presently be apparent. Thus, one side of the central
portion 26 of the body forms a plane for:contacting a
flat surface such as a wall or the like while disposing the
handle 20 and the body end portions 22 and 24 .in
spaced relation therewith,. = . .

Each of the brush-holding sections 16 and 18 has a
longitudinally extending beveled surface 28 lying in the
plane common to the surface contacting plane of the
body section 26 so that these beveled surfaces 28 sim-

-ilarly’ contact a surface simultaneously with the' body
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portion 26. “These beveled surfaces 28 converge toward
the free longitudinal edge of each respective brush-holding
section (Fig. 3). Each of the brush-holding sections 16
and 18 are further provided with a longitudinal extending

“right angular groove or notch 29 forming a shoulder 30
adjacent the beveled surface 28 and extending toward
the free longitudinal edge of the respective brush-holding

" section and forming a longitudinal edge contact 32 lying
in the plane of the beveled surfaces 28 (Fig. 3).

Paint brush means 34 is longitudinally secured to the
side of each brush-holding section 16 and 18 opposite
the beveled guide surface 28. The brush means 34 com-
prises a substantially rectangular base or body portion
38 to which is secured, in a conventional manner, a
series of tufts or bristles 40 which extend laterally of
the brush base 38 along one longitudinal side thereof.
The base 38 is secured to the respective brush-holding
section by screws 39 within a suitable recess 42 provided
therein, so that the brush bristles 40 are disposed against
the adjacent surface of the brush-holding section opposite
the notch 29. The brush bristles 40 are preferably of
such length that they will extend a selected distance
beyond the free longitudinal edge of the respective brush-
‘holding section 16 or 18, The free longitudinal edge
of each brush-holding section 16 and 18 is further beveled
from the edge 32 toward the brush bristles 40, as at 44.

Operation
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In operation the device 10 is manually grasped by the -

handle portion 20 and the brush bristles 40 are dipped
into a container or supply -of paint, not shown. Since
the brush bristles are relatively short and therefore are
easily overloaded with paint if dipped too deeply, I have
found that a. shallow receptacle is preferred for holding
the supply of paint. Care should be exercised in dipping
the bristles 49 into the supply of paint so that the brush-
“holding sections 16 and 18 do not become coated with
paint. The paint loaded device may now be used for
painting a wall surface 46 adjacent its juncture with a
contiguous surface such as a ceiling 48 by placing the
surface of the central body portion 26 in flat face to
face contact with the. ceiling and with the free ends of
the bristles 40 in contact with the wall 46 and manually
drawing the device 10 longitudinally along the juncture of
the two meeting surfaces. An examination of Fig. 5
reveals that the plane of the body portion 26, the beveled
guide surfaces 28 and the edges 32 simultaneously con-
tact the ceiling 48 during the painting operation. Tt may
thus: be seen that-the beveled surface 44 spaces the bristles
40 away from the ceiling 48 and that the notch 29 pro-
‘vides a second. opening or space between the edge 32
and the guiding surfaces 26 and 28, which precludes the
possibility of paint being drawn into contact with the
-surface of the ceiling by capillary attraction. This paint-
ing:stroke, ‘which is repeated as necessary each time the
brush bristles are emptied, produced a painted strip ad-
"jacent the contiguous surface which is not desired to be
painted. Thereafter a brush of substantially greater width
than those of the device 16 may be used in a conventional
manner to finish the painting of the surface outlined by
the device 10.

“It is frequently desirable to paint walls with a roller
applicator which cannot conveniently be used in close
proximity with adjacent surfaces without getting unwanted
paint on the latter. . Therefore the device 10 includes a
paint roller means: §¢ which co-operates with the brush
means -34 -in paint applying overlapping relation for
applying a transversely wider strip of pamt to the desired
surface.  The roller means 50 comprises a’ conventional
lambs wool covered cylindrical roller 52 of relatively
short length which is axially connected centrally to the
central body portion 26 on that side opposite the surface
contacting side. One .end portion of the bore of the
roller .52 'is journaled by a. centrally bored stub.axle 54
avhich projects laterally of the body 12, and which in-
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cludes an annular shoulder 56 against which the roller
rides for holding the adjacent side surface 58 of the
roller in spaced relation with respect to the body 12. A
removable axle 60 journals substantially all of the re-
maining portion of the roller bore and is held in axial
alignment with respect to the stub axle 54 by a screw
62 cxtending through the stub axle and threadedly en-
gaged with a bore in the axle '60. The axle 60 is pro-
vided with an annular flange 64 for contacting the out-
wardly disposed surface 66 of the roller and maintain-
ing the latter in contact with the flanged shoulder 56.
The free end portion of the axle 60 is transversely
flattened as at 68 (Fig. 1) so that the same may be
grasped manually for preventing rotation of the axle
60 while tightening the screw 62. As shown in Figs.
2,3 and 4 a peripheral portion of the roller 52 contacts
the plane defined by the ends of the brush bristles as the
device is moved longitudinally, The periphery of the
roller is loaded with paint simultaneously with the brush
paint loading operation by simply drawing the device
longitudinally along the surface of the container contain-
ing the paint supply. Figs. 4 and 5 clearly illustrate how
the roller 52 co-operates in overlapping relation with the
brushes 34 when painting one surface adjacent a second
wall or surface on which paint is not desired.

While painting a wall adjacent a ceiling has been il-
lustrated and described it is to be understood that the
device 10 may be used to an equal advantage for paint-
ing vertical corner surfaces, mouldings and the like, and
under many other situations.

Obviously the invention is susceptible to some change
or alteration without defeating its practicability, and I
therefore do not wish to be confined to the preferred
embodiment shown in the drawings and described here-

in, further than I am limited by the scope of the ap-'

pended claims.

I claim:-

"1. A paint apphcator, comprising: a body having a
substantially planar rectangular central portion; a handle
carried by said body and projecting laterally of one
longitudinal edge thereof, the longitudinal opposite edge
of said body having recesses defining a brush-holding
portion at each end of said body; and paint brushes con-
nected to said brush-hoiding portions on one side of said
body, each said longiiudinal side edge portion opposite
said brush-holding portion having an aligned beveled
guide surface inclined toward the free ends of the bristles
of each respective said paint brush, each said brush-
holding ‘portion having a recess extending between its
ends in that surface opposite the respective said paint
brush.

2. A pamt applicator, comprising: a body havmg a
substantially planar rectangular central portion; a han-
dle carried by said body and projecting laterally of one
longitudinal edge thereof in off-set relation with respect
to the plane of said body, the longitudinal edge of said

.body opposite said handle having recesses defining a

brush-holding portion at each end of said body, each
said longitudinal side edge portion opposite said brush-
holding portion having a beveled guide surface inclined
toward its free edge; and paint brushes connected to
said brush-holding portions on the side opposite said
beveled guide surface, the bristles of each said paint
brush contacting and projecting beyond the free edge
of each brush-holding portion opposite. said handle, each
said brush-holding portion having an elongated recess
extending between  its ends, parallel with the beveled
guide surface, in that surface opposite the respective
said paint brush.

3. A paint applicator, comprising: a body havmg a
substantially planar rectangular central portion; a han-
dle carried by said body and projecting laterally of one
longitudinal edge thereof in off-set relation with respect

to the plane of said body, the longitudinal edge of said -
‘body opposite said handle having' recesses defining an

”n.
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elongated brush-holding portion at each end of said
body, each said longitudinal side edge portion opposite
said brush-holding portion having a beveled guide sur-
face inclined toward its free edge; and a paint brush
connected to each said brush-holding portion on the
side opposite said beveled guide surface, the bristles of
each said paint brush contacting and projecting beyond
the free edge of each said brush-holding portion, each
said brush-holding portion having an elongated recess
extending between its ends, parallel with the beveled
guide surface, in that surface opposite the respective
said paint brush.

4. A paint applicator, comprising: a body having a
substantially planar rectangular central portion; a handle
carried by said body and projecting laterally of one lon-
gitudinal edge thereof in off-set relation with respect to
the plane of said body, the longitudinal edge of said
body opposite said handle having recesses defining an
elongated brush-holding portion at each end of said
body, each said longitudinal side edge portion opposite
said brush-holding portion having a beveled guide sur-
face inclined toward its free edge for selectively contact-
ing a ceiling and wall in co-operation with the adjacent
side of said body and disposing said handle in spaced
relation with respect to the selected ceiling or wall; and
a paint brush connected to each said brush-holding por-
tion on the side opposite said beveled guide surface, the
bristles of each said paint brush contacting the free
edge of each said brush-holding portion opposite said
handle and projecting therebeyond into the plane de-
fined by said beveled guide surfaces, each said brush-
holding portion having an elongated recess extending
between its ends, parallel with the beveled guide surface,
in that surface opposite the respective said paint brush.

5. A paint applicator, comprising: a body having a
substantially planar rectangular central portion and one
surface adapted for selectively contacting a ceiling and
wall; a handle carried by one longitudinal side edge of
said body and projecting laterally thereof in off-set rela-
tion with respect to the plane of the contacting surface,
the longitudinal edge of said body opposite said handle
having recesses defining an elongated brush-holding por-
tion at each end of said body, each said longitudinal
side edge portion opposite said brush-holding portion
having a beveled guide surface inclined toward its free
edge and lying in the same plane with respect to the
surface contacting side of said body; a paint brush
secured to each said brush-holding portion on the side
opposite said beveled guide surface, the bristles of each
said paint brush contacting the free edge of each said
brush-holding portion opposite said handle and project-
ing therebeyond into the plane defined by said beveled
guide surfaces; and a paint roller having a transverse
width substantially greater than the transverse width of
the bristle portion of each of said paint brushes carried
by the side of said body opposite the surface contacting
side and between said paint brushes on an axis perpen-
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6
dicular to the plane of the body, forming a rolling
support overlapping the path of said paint brushes and
co-operating therewith in appiying a single swath of paint
to the surface perpendicular with respect to a contiguous
surface.

6. A paint applicator, comprising: a body having a
substantially planar rectangular central portion and
recesses in one longitudinal edge of the body defining a
brush-holding portion at each end of the body, each brush-
holding portion and the longitudinal side edge portion
of the body opposite the recesses being off-set laterally of
the body to lie in parallel planes angularly disposed with
respect to the plane of the medial portion of the body,
one side surface of the medial portion of the body form-
ing a guide surface, each said longitudinal side edge
portion opposite said brush-holding portion having a
beveled surface lying in -the same plane with respect
to the guiding surface of said body; a paint brush re-
movably secured to the side of each respective said brush-
holding portion on that side opposite said beveled .guide
surface, the bristles of each said paint brush contacting
the adjacent side of the respective said brush-holding
portions and projecting therebeyond into the plane de-
fined by said guide surfaces; and a painting roller hav-
ing a transverse width substantially greater than the
transverse width of the bristle portion of each of said
paint brushes carried by the side of said body opposite
the guide surfaces and between said paint brushes on
an axis perpendicular to the plane of the guniding sur-
face of said body, the periphery of said painting roller
forming a rolling support overlapping the path of said
paint brushes and co-operating therewith in applying a
single swath of paint to a surface perpendicular with
respect to a contiguous surface.

7. A paint applicator, comprising: a body having a
substantially planar rectangular central portion; a han-
dle carried by said body and projecting laterally of one
longitudinal edge- thereof, the. other and opposite lon-
gitudinal edge of said body having recesses therein for
defining a brush-holding portion adjacent each end of
said body; and paint brushes connected with said brush-
holding portions on one side thereof, each said longitu-
dinal side edge portion opposite said brush-holding por-
tion having a beveled guide surface inclined toward the
free ends of the bristles of each respective paint brush,
each said brush-holding portion having an elongated
recess extending between its ends, parallel with the
beveled guide surface, in that surface opposite the respec-
tive said paint brush.
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