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To all whom it may concern:

Be. it known that I, Samuer B. Cray, a

citizen -of the United States, residing at
Sterling, in the county of Logan, State of
Colorado, have invented certain new and
useful Improvements in Postal-Card Racks;
and I do hereby declare the following to be
a full, clear, and exact description of the in-
vention, such as will enable others skilled in
the art to which it appertains to make and
use the same.
. This invention relates to display devices,
and is particularly adapted for displaying a
plurality of post cards or announcements of
any nature printed upon cards.

The object of the invention resides in the
provision of a device of the character
named, adapted to support in suspension a
plurality of cards arranged in pairs back to
back, and in providing means for succes-
sively reversing the position of the cards of
each pair so as to expose first one card of
each pair and then the other to the vision of
an observer.

A further object of the invention resides
in providing means for effecting the re-
versal of the uppermost pair of cards and
in so successively connecting the holding
members of the various pairs of cards to-
gether that the reversal of the upper-most
pair will automatically effect the reversal of
the remainder.

With the above and other objects in view
the invention consists in the details of con-
struction and in the arrangement and com-
bination of parts to be hereinafter more
fully described and particularly pointed out
in the appended claim.

In describing the invention in detail ref-
erence will be had to the accompanying
drawings, wherein like characters of refer-
ence denote corresponding parts in the sev-
eral views, and in which—

Figure 1 is a front elevation of the device
showing a plurality of post cards supported
in suspension thereby. Fig. 2 a vertical lon-
gitudinal section on the line 2—2 of Fig. 1
showing the operating parts of the revers-
ing mechanism in -one extreme position.
Fig. 8 is a vertical longitudinal section on
the line 2—2 of Fig. 1 viewed oppositely
from Fig. 2 and showing the operating
parts of the reversing mechanism in the
other extreme position. Fig. 4 a detail view
showing the manner of connecting the ad-
jacent card holders of the device together.

Fig. 5 a detail perspective view showing the
construction of the holders. Fig. 6, an en-
larged front elevation of the lower end of
the device partly in section. -

Referring to the drawings the device is
shown as comprising a U-shaped frame A
which has the free ends of its arms con-
nected together by means of a rod 10. Ro-
tatably mounted upon one end of the rod 10
is a plate B which includes angularly dis-
posed portions 11 and 12 the former of
which extends parallel to the rod 10 while

the latter is pierced by said rod and consti-

tutes the pivotal connection between the
plate and the rod. The portion 12 is pro-
vided with recesses 13 and 14 for a purpose
that will presently appear. -Rotatably
mounted on the other end of the rod 10 is a
plate C which includes angularly disposed

portions 15 and 16 the former of which ex-

tends parallel to the rod 10 while the latter
is pierced by said rod and constitutes the
pivotal connection between the plate and the
rod. The portion 16 of the plate C is also
provided with recesses 17 and 18 ‘corre-
sponding to the recesses 13 and 14 respec-
tively. The portions 11 and 15 of the plates
B and C are connected by means of a plate
19, said portions 11 and 15 being disposed
intermediately of said plate 19. This plate
19 is adapted to have secured thereto the
uppermost card holder of the device in a
manner that will be hereinafter referred to.

Journaled between the arms of the plate
A near the inner ends thereof is a shaft 20
which has its intermediate portion disposed
between said arms and offset to form a crank
21. This shaft is adapted to be rotated by
means of a suitable connection with a pul-
ley 22 which is fixed on one end of said
shaft, it being noted that the manner of ro-
tating the shaft is not essential and any
suitable means may be employed to effect
this end. Pivotally connected to one end of
the offset portion of crank 21 of the shaft 20
is one end of a pitman 23. The other end
of this pitman 23 is enlarged as at 24 and
provided with a longitudinal slot 25 through
which the rod 10 extends. Another pitman
26 has one end pivotally connected to the
end of the offset portion 21 of the shaft 20
opposite to that to which the pitman 23 is
connected and the other end of this pitman
26 is likewise enlarged as at 27 and provided
with a longitudinal slot 28 through which the
rod 10 also extends. By this construction
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it will be apparent that as the shaft 20 is

rotated the pitmen 23 and 26 will be re-

ciprocated, the movement of the rod 10 in
the slots 25 and 28 permitting the free re-
ciprocation of said pitmen under the influ-
ence of the rotation of the crank 21. Con-
necting the enlarged ends 24 and 27 of the
pitmen 23 and 26 respectively are rods 29
and 80 which during the reciprocation of the
pitmen 23 and 26 enter the recesses 14 and
18 and 13 and 17 respectively of the plates
B and C and effect an oscillation of said
plates and likewise an oscillation of the plate
19 which connects the plates B and C.
During the movement. of the pitmen 23
and 26 toward the free ends of the arms of
the plate A, the rod 30 entfers the recesses
13 and 17 of the plates B and C and rocks
the plates B and C and the plate 19 in one
direction, while the movement of said pit-
men 23 and 26 toward the inner end of the
arms of the plate A causes the rod 29 to
enter the recesses 14 and 18 of the plates B
and C and rocks the plate 19 in the opposite
direction. This rocking of the plate 19 as
the result of the rotation of the shaft 20 con-
stitutes the medium by which the card sup-
porting holders of the device are succes-
sively reversed. These card holders are each
formed by a plate 31 the opposite edges of
which are slitted to form tongues 32. These
tongues are bent successively in opposite di-
rections so as to overlie opposite faces of the
plate and serve to secure rods 33 on opposite
sides of the plate at each end. The free end
of the tongues 82 are spaced away from the
adjacent face of the plate so as to constitute
guide ways in which the desired cards may
be slipped and thus detachably supported.
The uppermost holder 31 is secured to the
plate 19 by means of flexible straps 34 and
35 which are disposed respectively near the
side edges of the plate 19 and the holder 31.
These straps are so arranged as to connect
opposite edges of the plate 19 and the holder
81 when said nlate and holder are positioned
with their corresponding faces at an acute
angle or parallel to each other. The oppo-
site edges of the plate 19 and the holder 31
which are not connected by the straps 34 and
35 are connected by means of an intermedi-
ate strap 36. From this construction it will

be seen that the holder and plate when thus

connected and disposed at an acute angle or

5 parallel to each other may be moved toward |

or away from each other at either end. By

1,018,915

this construction it will be apparent that .

when the plate 19 is oscillated through the
rotation of the shaft 20 the uppermost
holder 31 will be caused to successively re-
verse its position by reason of the connec-
tion between same and the plate 19 previ-
ously described. As all the holders are con-
nected to each other in the same manner as
the holder 31 to the plate 19, it will be
equally apparent that a reversal of the
holder 81 will in turn cause the holders dis-
posed therebeneath to successively reverse
their positions. This reversal of the hold-
ers will of course successively effect the pres-
entation of cards carried by each holder to
view. ‘

While there has been shown only a single
device for effecting the reversal of a plural-
ity of cards supported in suspension it will
of course be apparent that a number of these
devices can be utilized together and driven
through the medium of a single rotatable
shaft connected to the several devices in an
appropriate mechanical manner.

What is claimed is:
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A device of the class described comprising .

a U-shaped frame, a rod connecting the outer
ends of the arms of said frame, a plate, ears
secured to said plate at opposite sides of the
plate and rotatably mounted on said rod,
each of said ears being provided with a pair
of outwardly directed recesses, a shaft jour-
naled between the arms of the frame at the
inner ends thereof having an intermediate
crank portion, pitmen pivotally. connected
to the crank portion at each end of the lat-
ter, said pitmen being provided respectively
with longitudinal slots through which the
rods connecting-the free ends of the arms of
the frame extend, whereby the rotation of
said shaft will effect the reciprocation of
said pitmen, a pair of rods connecting said
pitmen adapted to enter respective recesses
in the ears secured to the plate during the

reciprocation of the pitman to effect the os-

cillation of said plate and a card holder, sup-
ported by said plate for automatic reversal
upon oscillation of the plate to each extreme
position.

In testimony whereof, I affix my signa-
ture, in presence of two witnesses.

. SAMUEL B. CLAY.

‘Witnesses:
Errie D. Magor,
ipcArR BANKS.
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