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My invention relates to that class of toys which 
are made inimitation of telephones.ands an ob 
ject of my invention, among others, is the pro 
vision of a toy-telephone having means...for pro 

is ducing lighting effects which will:exert a pleasing: 
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noted by the dotted line 72-Tof Fig. 6... 

mon' use at the present time, the base Ohavi 

response on the childish mind... . . . . . . . Different.forms-of-toy telephones embodying. 
my invention and in the construction...and use of 
which the objects herein set out, as well as others, 
may be attained is illustrated in the accompany 
ing drawing in which . . . . . . . .- 

Figure.1 is a view inside elevation of a toy tele 
phone embodyingmy invention, with parts broken. 
away to show construction. . . . . . 

Figure 2 is afront view. 
gure 3 is a top-view. . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

Figure a view in-cross section-through a 
fragment. of the device on a plane denoted by 
the dottedline 4-4 of Fig.1. . . . . . 

Figure 5 is a view.iii. vertical section through 
the device illustrating a modification. . . . . 

Figure 6 is a similar view illustrating another 
modification. " . . ." . . . . Figure 7 is a view in section on a plane de 

Figure 8 is a top-view of the telephone base il 
lustrating another modification. . . . . . . 

Figure 9 is a view.insection on a plane denoted 
by the dotted-line 9-9 of Fig. 8: . . . . . 
In the accompanying drawing the numeral IO 

denotes the base of my improved toy telephone, 
?tapost rising therefrom and having a bracket. 
2 to support a handset 3 made inimitation of the so-called “French' type of telephone incom 

a: table" 4 of roundform with holes. 
through to imitate the dial-type ofte 
A transparent disk? 6 is secured aga brin 
proximity to the underside of the table so that 
a light created. thereunder may be, observed 
through the holes 5. . . . . . . . 
It is my purpose" to produce a light having a 

flashing effect, and in that form of the device 
shown in Figs: 1 to 5this.result is obtained by 
the use of an abrasive material and a hard sub 
stance subjected to relative moving contact, the 
numeral IT denoting an arbor that is rotatably 
supported by the table 4 and a bracket, 8 secured 
to and depending from a bridge support 9 extend 

sing across the chamber at the top of the base and supported at one endbya"clip:extending through 
the top of the base and at its opposite end by a 
rod's extending through the post'? and as shown 
in Fig. 5. The arbor may be rotated as by means 
of a knob" 9 and a pinion 20 is mounted on the 

arbor, in any suitable...manner, to rotate: inder 
pendently thereof. A gear 2 is secured to...the 
lower end of the arbor and meshes with a pinion 
22:secured to an arbor mounted in the bridge, and 
bracket hereinbefore referred to; said pinion hav 
ing a gear: 23-rigid therewith, and meshing with 
the pinion 20 hereinbefore referred to. . . . 
A carrier comprising a base.24 is rigidly con 

nected with-the-pinion:20 and has pivotally at 
tached arms. 25 with sparking devices 26 secured 10. 
at their, outer ends, said: devices being, composed 
of any suitable pyrophoric material, as flint, or-a 
composition of material, which will; by-contact 
with an abrasive-disk, 27, produce sparks, said 
abrasive: disk-being mounted-on, the bridge supr 15 port 9, and as shown in Fig. 5 of the-drawing. 
By rotating the arbor 7 as by means of the 

knob-f 9 rapid revolution is imparted to the spark 
ing: devices 26: which by contact with the abrasive 
disk-27-will causes astreami of sparks which be- 20 
ing observed through the holes.f5 will create a 
very, pleasing effect upon-the-minds of a-child: 
That forms of the device-shown in Fig. 5 is 

quite similar to that justs described with the ex 
ception-that in-place-of-the knob-l9, a dial disk 25 
28 having holes. 29.is. secured-to-the-arbor. 17 in-any-suitable-manner and has-a stop finger-30 
positioned to engage a stop 3-1 projecting from 
the top of the table 14,-a-spring,32-acting toro 
tate the dial-to its normal position with thefa-39 ger, and stop-in-contact. With this-form of the 
device the carrier is - rotated by means-of-the 
finger inserted through the holes. 29 to rotate 
the dial disk-28 and thereby impart-rotation to 
the carrier to create the sparks in the manner 35. 
hereinbefore described, when pressure-is-released 
on the dial the latter-returning to its normal. position under influence-of-the-spring-32. 
In that form of the device-shown in Figs. 6 and 

7 a battery, cell 33 is located within the base: to 40 
of, the telephone... and has a conductor-34 ex 
tending to the central terminal of a lamp 35- the 
shell of which is secured to a lamp-support 36 
projecting upwardly from-the-bottom of the base 
iO, The arbor. Tmounted as hereinbefore de-45. 
scribed has a brush. 37 secured: thereto and trav 
eling in contact with-an-insulated-disk.38 having 
an arcuate opening therein for contact there 
through. of the brush.37 with an arcuate con 
ductor. 39 insulated from the base and having, a 50 
conducting finger 40 engaged with a conductor 4 from the other pole of the battery. 
In this form of the device if the brush 37 is rotated, when it comes in contact with the con. dictor 39, the lamp.35 will be momentarily illu- 5 

aid pinion hav- 5 
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minated and the rapid rotation of the brush will 
cause the lamp to give out a flashing light. 
In that form of the device shown in Figs. 8 

and 9, instead of producing an actual light I 
create the appearance of a light. As shown here 
in the arbor 7 with the knob 9 secured thereto 
is mounted in the table. 4 having the holes 5. 
therein. A spider 42 including arms 43 is se 
cured to the arbor 7, the arms 43 being colored, 
preferably red, so that they will rapidly pass: 
underneath the holes 5, the red color showing 
through the transparent disk 6 thereby produc 
ing a flashing effect to resemble a light. The 
spider may be attached directly to the arbor 7, 
or it may be arranged to be driven by a geared 
connection in a manner similar to the connection 
of the base 24 to the pinion 20 as shown in Figs. . 
1 and 5 with a geared connection to the arbor 
if a more rapid rotation of the spider is desired. 
To attract the interest of the child the word 

“Busy" may be affixed to one of the arms, as 
shown in Fig. 8, and to show through the holes 
and slots therefrom when the arms come under 
certain of the openings. This will convey to the 
mind of the child that the telephone instrument 
is provided with means for denoting when a wire 
is busy. . . . . . . . 
In accordance with the provisions of the pat 

ent statutes I have described the principles of 
30 operation of my invention, together with the de vice which I now consider to represent the-best 

embodiment, thereof; but I desire to have it 
understood that the device shown is only illus 
trative and that the invention may be carried 

35 out by other means and applied to uses other than 
those above set out. . 

I claim: . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
1. A toy telephone including a base having 

holes to simulate a telephone dial, said holes open 
40 

- 45 

50 

ing to the interior of said base, a member mov 
ably supported by the base, and means operative 
ly connected with said member to produce a flash 
ing effect observable through said holes upon 
movement of said member. 2. Atoy telephone including a base having holes 
to simulate a telephone dial, said holes opening to 
the interior of said base, an arbor rotatably sup 
ported by the base, a movably mounted member 
operatively connected with said arbor, and means 
operatively connected with said member to pro 
duce a flashing effect observable through said 
holes upon movement of said member. : 3. A toy telephone including a base having 
holes to simulate a telephone dial, said holes 
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opening to the interior of said base, a member 
rotatably supported by the base, and means with 
in the base operatively connected with said mem 
ber to produce an intermittent flashing light 
observable through said holes. . . . 

4. A toy telephone including a base having 
holes to simulate a telephone dial, said holes 
opening to the interior of said base, an arbor 
rotatably supported by the base, a movably 
mounted member operatively connected with said 
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arbor, and means within the base operatively 
connected with said member to produce an inter 
mittent flashing light observable through said 
holes, . . . . . . . ; 

5. A toy telephone including a base having 
holes to simulate a telephone dial, said holes 
opening to the interior of said base, a member 
movably Supported by the base, and frictional 
light producing means within the base operat 

lively connected with said member to produce 
flashes of light observable through said holes. 

1,996,642 
6. A toy telephone including a base having 

holes to simulate a telephone dial, said holes Open 
ing to the interior of said base, a member mov 
ably supported by the base, two members rela 
tively movably mounted within the base, one com 
prising abrasive material and the other a pyro 
phoric substance to create a light observable 
through said holes by frictional contact with Said 
abrasive material, and means connected with 
said movable member to effect said relative move 
ment between said elements. 

7. A toy telephone including a base having 
holes to simulate a telephone dial, Said holes 
opening to the interior of said base, an operating 
member movably supported by the base, a carrier 
operatively connected with said operating mem 
bers within the base for movement thereby, a sparking device supported by said carrier within 
the base, and a member having abrasive material 
supported to contact with said sparking device 
for the production of light by frictional contact 
therewith, which light is observable through said 
holes. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

8. A toy telephone including a base having 
holes to simulate a telephone: dial, said holes 
opening to the interior of said base, an arbor 
rotatably mounted on said base, a carrier opera 
tively connected with said arbor within the base, 
a Sparking device supported by said carrier, and 
a disk carrying abrasive material to produce light 
Within the base by frictional engagement with 
said sparking device, which light, is observable 
through said holes. - . . . . . . . . . 9. A toy telephone including a base having 
holes to simulate a telephone dial, said holes 
opening to the interior of said base, a transparent 
disk underlying said holes, an arbor rotatably 
mounted on said base, a carrier operatively con 
nected with said arbor for rotation thereby un 
derneath said disk, a sparking device movably 
Supported by said, carrier beneath said disk, a 
disk carrying abrasive material located under 
neath, said transparent disk, and means for ro 
tating said arbor to effect the production of 
sparks by frictional contact of said sparking de 
vice with said disk, the light created by saidsparks 
being observable through said holes. . . . : 

10. A toy telephone including a base having 
holes to simulate a telephone dial, said holes open 
ing to the interior of said base, an arbor rotatably 
supported by said base, a carrier operatively con 
nected with said arbor for rotation thereby with 

; in the base, an arm pivotally supported by said 
carrier, a sparking device carried by said arm, and 
africtional disk carrying an abrasive material 
for contact with said sparking device to create 
a light observable through said holes. 
... 11. A toy telephone including a base having 
holes to simulate a telephone dial, said holes 
opening to the interior of said base, an arbor 
rotatably mounted in said base, and an arm ro 
tatably supported by said base and operatively 
connected with said arbor to pass underneath 
said holes, said arm being colored to produce a 
flashing effect as it passes underneath said holes. 

12. A toy telephone including a base having 
holes to simulate a telephone dial, said holes open 
ing to the interior of said base, an arbor rotatably 
mounted in said base, and a plurality of arms 
rotatably supported and operatively connected 
with said arbor, said arms being mounted to pass 
underneath said holes and being colored red to 
produce flashes in imitation of light, . 

13. A toy telephone including a base having 
holes to simulate a telephone dial, said holes 
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opening to the interior of said base, a member ro 
tatably supported by the base, an electric lamp 
Supported within the base and operatively con 
nected with a Source of electricity, and a Switch 
operatively connected With said rotatably mount 
ed member and Operated thereby to alternately 
make and brake the circuit to said lamp to pro 
duce light flashes visible through said holes. 

14. A toy telephone including a base having 
holes to simulate a telephone dial, said holes 
opening to the interior of said base, an electric 
lamp mounted within the base to shine through 
Said holes, said lamp being operatively connect 
ed with a Source of electricity, an insulated disk 

3 
having an opening therein, a switch member 
comprising a brush traveling in contact with said 
disk to pass through said opening, said switch 
member being included in the electric circuit, 
and means for rotating said switch member to 
produce flashes of light observable through said 
holes. 

15. A toy telephone including a base having 
holes to simulate a telephone dial, Said holes 
opening through the top of said base, a member. 
movably Supported by the base, and means asso 
cated with said dial to produce a flashing effect 
as a result of operation of said member. - 

- JOHN H. CONKLIN. 
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