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TAG. FASTENING MAC NE 
Sidney E. Van Tuy, Riverside, Ill., assignor to 
American Tag Company, Chicago, Ill., a cor 
poration of Illinois 

Application August 29, 1941, serial No. 408,773 
(C. 93-88) 21 Claims. 

This invention relates to tag fastening ma 
chines and more particularly to fasten to mer 
chandise tags in Strip form by means of staples 
Orpins. 

It has been the usual practice in the case of 
so-called pin tickets carrying wire staples to print 
the tickets in strip form and thereafter to tear 
of the tickets from the strip and attach them 
to the merchandise by hand. This is a slow ex 
pensive process and involves a certain amount of 
difficulty in properly crimping the staples over so 
that they will not leave projecting points to catc 
On other parts of the mechandise. 
One of the objects of the present invention is 

to provide a tag fastening machine in which tags 
are cut from a strip and fastened to the mer 
chandise without any manual handling. The 
machine is preferably in the form of a portable 
hand tool which can be used in any location and 
in any position, or it may, if desired, be mounted 
on a pedestal for operation by a foot pedal or the 
like. 
Another object of the invention is to provide a 

tag fastening machine in which the tags are fed 
in at the side, are cut from the strip, and are 
fastened to the merchandise. 
Another object of the invention is to provide 

a tag fastening machine in which the tag is 
yieldingly held in the machine until it has been 
secured to the merchandise. This keeps the 
staple on the tag in proper position for fastening. 

Still another object of the invention is to pro 
vide a tag fastening machine in which the tag is 
yieldingly held in the machine until it has been 
fastened and in which the machine is then moved 
to an intermediate position to permit easy re 
moval of the tag and merchandise from the 
machine. 
Another object of the invention is to provide a 

tag fastening machine in which tags are fed auto 
matically by the fastening operation. 
Another object is to provide a tag fastening 

machine in which the feed mechanism is latched 
in inoperative position when the machine is in 
an intermediate position for tag removal. 

Still another object of the invention is to pro 
vide a tag fastening machine in which the tag 
feeding mechanism engages an Opening in the 
central portion of the tag. This feature prevents 
Cocking or tilting of tags fed to the machine by 
engaging the tag at the leading side of its enter. 
The above and other objects, advantages and 

novel features of the invention will be more read 
ily apparent from the following description when 
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read in connection with the accompanying draw 
ings, in which: 

Figure 1 is a side elevation of a machine em 
bodying the invention; Figure 2 is a plan view of 
the machine; Figure 3 is a section on the line 
3-3 of Figure 1; Figure 4 is a view similar to Fig 
lure 3 showing the parts in another position; Fig 
lures 5 and 6 are sections on the lines 5-5 and 
6-6 respectively of Figure 1; Figures 7 and 8 are 
views similar to Figure 6 showing the parts in 
different positions; Figures 9, 10 and 11 are sec 
tions on the lines 9-9, 0-0 and - re 
spectively of Figure 1; Figure 12 is a detail view 
of the locking cam; Figure 13 is a side elevation 
showing the parts in crimping position; Figure 14 
is a view similar to Figure 13 showing the parts 
in intermediate latched position; Figure 15 is a 
side elevation of a pedestal mounted unit; Figure 
16 is a similar view of a table mounted unit; and 
Figure 17 is a partial enlarged section on the line 
7- of Figure 16. 
The machine in general comprises a frame 

formed by three pivotally interconnected arms 
5, 6 and T. The arms 5 and 6 pivot about 

an axis 8 and the lower arm f is pivoted to a 
block 9 extending between the rearward ends 
of the arm f and the other arms. The arm is 
carries at its forward end a head indicated gen 
erally at 2. The arm 6 carries a guide plate 22 
and the arm f carries an anvil 23 of the usual 
construction for spreading and clinching the 
ends of wire staples, 
The arms 5 and 6 are normally urged apart 

by a compression spring 24 lying between them 
and are adapted to be urged together by an oper 
ating handle member 25 pivoted to the arm at 
26. The arm 25 extends beyond the pivot 26 and 
is pivoted to One end of a bell crank lever 2 
pivoted intermediate its ends to the arm 5. A 
link 28 connects the opposite end of the bell 
Crank lever 27 to the free end of the arm 6. 
When the handle member 25 and the end of the 
arm fs are gripped in the hand of an operator 
and are squeezed together, the arm 5 will be 
moved toward the arm , the parts at this time 
being in the position shown in Figure 13. 
The guide plate 22 is in the form of a flat 

metal plate rigidly secured to and extending 
laterally from the free end of the arm B. At 
One edge the guide plate is formed with a chan 
neled or grooved portion 29. The plate is adapt 
ed to support and to guide a strip of tags or pin 
tickets 3 slit along one edge at 32 and inter 
connected adjacent their opposite edge. Each 
pin ticket carries a wire staple 33 projecting 

  



2 
through the tag and terminating in downwardly 
extending spaced points 34. In the central por 
tion of each tag or pin ticket there is formed an 
elongated opening 35 extending across the Center 
line of the tag for a purpose to appear later. It 
will be understood that any desired information 
relative to price, lot number, model number, etc. 
may be printed on the tag in lines above and 
below the opening 35. The particular con 
struction of the tag as referred to above is more 
particularly described and claimed in my co 
pending application, Serial No. 408,771, fled 
August 29, 1941. 

Strips of tags fed along the guide plate are 
held down against the plate by a leaf spring 
secured at one end to the upper portion of the 
channel part 29 with its free end pressing against 
the tags adjacent the channel. At the end of 
the guide plate adjacent the head 2 there is 
provided a cutting blade shown as a separate 
blade 37 lying parallel to the edge of the guide 
plate adjacent the head 2. 
The head 2, as best seen in Figures 3 to 8, is 

formed by a hollow portion at the end of the 
arm 5 having a flat plate 38 secured to the 
lower end thereof. The plate is sharpened at 
one edge to form a cutting blade cooperating 
with the blade 37 to sever tags from the strip 
as the machine is operated. As will be seen from 
Figure 1, the plate 38 crosses the edge of the 
guide plate at an acute angle so that the tag 
registering with the head will be properly 
sheared from the strip between the plate and 
the cutting blade 37. 
Tags are adapted to be fed from the guide 

plate into register with the head which normally 
lies above the plane of the guide plate. The 
head carries at the side remote from the guide 
plate a stop member 39 projecting beyond the 
face of the plate 38 to limit movement of a tag 
across the plate 38, and in cooperation with the. 
stop member the head also carries a spring strip 
4f extending across the head and resiliently 
pressing against the plate 38 to receive a tag 
and to hold it yieldingly in place on the head. 
In order that the tags may be fed properly be 
tween the plate 38 and the spring 4 a Spring 
member 42 is secured to the bottom of the guide 
plate and has an ear 43 projecting through a 
slot in the guide plate to engage the tags adja 
cent the end which is slit at 32 and to cock the 
tags into substantial parallelism with the head 
plate 38. In this manner, as the tags are fed 
into register with the head, they are tilted so as 
to pass properly between the head plate and the 
holding spring 4. 
The tags are preferably fed automatically 

from the guide plate into register with the head 
by a feed mechanism including a slide member 
44 having rivets or light fastenings 45 extending 
through an elongated slot 46 in the guide plate 
slidably to support the member 44 on guide plate 
for movement toward and away from the head. 
The slide member pivotally supports a feed 
finger 47 whose free end extends toward the 
head and which is urged downwardly against the 
guide plate by means of a light coil spring 48. 
The feed finger 47 terminates in a feeding end 
49 having a relatively square feed shoulder and 
sloping on its underside so that upon return 
movement it will cam itself easily out of engage 
ment with a tag. As shown in Figure 3, when 
the feed finger 47 is in its feeding position, the 
end 49 underlies the head 2, extending to sub 
stantially the central portion of the head. In 

2,381,252 
order that the feed finger will not interfere with 
proper movement of the head, the head plate 8 
and one side of the head portion 2 are formed 
with a slot 5 registering with the feed finger 
So as to fit over it. When the head is depressed. 
In operation when the slide member 44 is 

moved back to the position shown in Figure 4, 
the end 49 of the feed finger will drop into the 
hole 35 of the tag next adjacent the head. When 
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the mechanism is operated to move the slide and 
feed finger to the position of Figure 3 the tag 
engaged by the feed finger will be moved into 
register with the head as shown. It will thus be 
seen that the feed finger engages the tag at the 
end of the hole 35 facing toward the direction 
of feed and at a position ahead of the center of 
the tag. This is a very important feature since 
we have found that the tags, and particularly the 
last tag of a strip, has a tendency to cock or tilt 
if it is positioned into register with the head 
from its trailing edge. By engaging the tag at a 
point ahead of its center, the tag is in effect 
pulled into register with the head and the tend 
ency to cock or tilt is minimized. 
The slide member 44 is normally urged toward 

the position of Figure 3 to feed a tag into register 
with the head by a coil spring 52. The slide is 
moved away from the head against the spring 52 
by means of a cam plate 53 supported on a slide 
bar 54 which is slidable in brackets 55 carried by 
a plate 56 rigidly secured to one edge of the guide 
plate. The cam 53 is moved by means of an arm 
57 integrally formed with the slide bar 54 and 
connected therethrough to the cam and pivoted 
at its opposite end to the arm 5. The cam plate 
engages a roller 58 carried by a lever 59 pivoted 
at one end to the plate 56 on a pin 6 and the 
opposite end of lever 59 is pivotally connected to 
the slide 44. With this construction, when the 
cam is moved downwardly, as seen in Figure 11, it 
rocks the lever 59 counterclockwise, thereby mov 
ing the slide away from the head against the ten 
sion of the spring 52. 
The slide and feed finger are adapted to be 

latched in their outward position by means of a 
pivoted latch member 63 pivoted at one end to an 
extension of the plate 56 and urged toward the 
slide by a spring 64. The free end of the latch 
member is provided with a shoulder 65 adapted 
to engage a pin 66 carried by the lever 59, which 
pin may also form the connection between the 
slide and the lever 59. When the slide is moved 
to its outward position the latch 63 will drop 
down, moving the shoulder 65 into engagement 
with the pin 66 and holding the slide against 
movement in the feeding direction. 
The latch is released by means of a Screw 6. 

carried by the latch and forming an adjustable 
abutment. As seen in Figure 11, the screw 67 
lies in the path of movement of the cam 53 and is 
adapted to be engaged thereby when the can is in 
a position to release the slide member. During 
the last portion of the travel of the cam toward 
its normal or released position, as shown in Fig 
ure 11, the rearward edge thereof engages the 
screw 67 and rocks the latch 63 away from the 
pin 66 so that the slide is released. At this time, 
the cam being out of engagement with the roller 
58, the spring 52 will pull the slide to its feeding 
position, as shown in Figure 3, to feed the next 
tag into register with the head. 

Because of the fact that the tags are yieldingly 
held on the head by the spring finger 4 it might 
be possible that material to which the tags were 
attached would be drawn up past the guide plate 



a,881,952 
on the return movement of the head, thereby 
making it difficult to remove the material and 
the secured tag from the machine. In order to 
eliminate this difficulty the head is latched in an 
intermediate position, as shown in Figures 8 and 
14, to permit removal of the tag and material. 
For this purpose one side of the can 53 is formed 
with a face cam track98 adapted to receive a roll 
er or pin 69 carried by the free end of a lever 70 
pivoted on the plate 56 at 6. The cam track, as 
shown, has an intermediate re-entrant portion to 
receive the pin 69 and to hold the cam 53 in a po 
sition adjacent the pivot 6. When the handle 
members are squeezed together to fasten a tag, 
the pin 69 will travel in a clockwise direction from 
the forward end of the can track around the track 
to the upper lefthand portion of the can track as 
viewed in Figure 12. 
A spring if crossing this portion of the cam 

track tends to throw the pin to the right so that 
when the parts are released the pin will travel 
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into the re-entrant portion of the track to the 
position shown in Figure 12. In this position 
movement of the cam 53 away from the pivot 6 
will be prevented and the parts will be held in a 25 position with the head plate 38 lying substantially 
in alignment with the lower portion of the cutting 
blade 37, as shown in Figures 8 and 14. In this 
position the tag may readily be pulled from the 
holding spring 4 forwardly away from the head 
to remove the tag and secured material from the 
machine. 
In operation of the machine a strip of tags 

which have previously been marked on a printing 
machine such as that shown in my co-pending 
applications, Serial No. 391,872, filed May 5, 1941, 
and Serial No. 408,772, filed August 29, 1941, is 
placed on the guide plate 22 with the projecting 
staple ends 34 lying in the channel or groove 29. 
The strip may be forced across the guide plate 
until the end tag moves against the stop 39, in 
which position the end tag will be in complete 
register with the head plate 38 and will be held 
thereon by the spring finger 4. When the han 
dle members are squeezed together the head will 
be moved across the edge of the guide plate and 
the tag in register with the head will be severed 
from the strip between the edge of the head plate 
and the cutting blade 37. 
movement of the head will force the staple points 
34 through the material and bring them into en 
gagement with the anvil 23 which will turn the 
points outwardly against the material as shown 
in Figure 7, thereby securing the tag to the ma 
terial. At the same time the cam 53 will engage 
the roller 58 to move the slide member 44 away 
from the head until the end 49 of the feeding 
finger drops into the opening 35 of the next tag. 
In the extreme outer position of the slide member 
the latch 63 will engage the pin 66 to hold the 
slide member in its outer position. Also the pin 
69 of the lever TO will travel around the cam slot 
68 as described above into engagement with the 
spring f. 
When the handle members are released they 

will be urged apart by the Spring 24 until fur 
ther movement is stopped by movement of the 
pin 69 into the re-entrant portion of the cam 
groove 68. In this position, as shown in Figures 
8 and 14, the material and the tag secured 
thereto may be removed from the machine. The 
handle members are then again squeezed to 
gether, this operation causing the pin 69 to con 
tinue its clockwise travel around the cam 
groove 68 out of the re-entrant portion thereof. 
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When the handle members are again released 
they will be urged apart and the pin I will 
travel around the extreme righthand portion of 
the can groove so as not to interfere with move 
ment of the parts. The parts will thus return 
to their normal position as shown in Figure 1. 
ready for another operation. During the last 
part of this movement the cam 53 will engage 
the screw 67 to move the latch 63 out of engage 
ment with the pin 66. When this occurs the 
slide member 44 will be moved toward the head 
by the spring 52, the feedfinger 47 moving the 
strip of tags along the guide plate until the end 
tag is in register with the head. The parts are 
now ready for another operation and such op 
erations may be repeated until the strip of tags 
is exhausted. 

Figure 15 shows the invention embodied in 
a pedestal mounted unit, parts therein corre 
sponding to like parts in Figures 1 to 14 being 
designated by the same reference numerals. 
The operating parts of this unit may be sub 
stantially identical with those of the hand unit, 
the three levers 5, 6 and 7 being pivoted on 
a head block 75, carried by a pedestal 76 adapt 
ed to rest on the floor. The outer end of the arm 

adjacent the anvil 23 is supported on and 
may be rigidly secured to a supporting arm TT 
on the pedestal. 
The hand guard on the handle 25 is omitted 

and the handle is pivotally connected, as shown 
in Figure 17, to pivot pins 78 carried by a yoke 
79 on the upper end of a rod 8 f. At its lower 
end, the rod 8 is pivoted to a lever 82 pivoted 
on the base 83 of the pedestal and having a 
treadle 84 at one end. As shown, the lever 82 is 
pivoted intermediate its ends so that when the 
treadle 84 is depressed, the rod 8 and yoke T 9 
will be raised. This operation will move the 
handle member 25 toward the lever 5 to oper 
ate the cutting, crimping and feeding mecha 
nism as described above. 

Figure 16 illustrated a modification for use 
as a table mounted unit in which the head, 

5 block T5 and supporting arm T7 are carried by 
a base 85, carried by a table 86. The rod 8 ex 
tends through the table and is connected to a 
pedal 8, pivoted on a block 88 which may be se 
cured to the floor or clamped to a leg of the 
table. 

. While One embodiment of the invention has 
been shown and described in detail, it will be 
understood that various changes might be made 
therein and that the embodiment shown is illus 
trative only. Reference will therefore be had to 
the appended claims to determine, the scope of 
the invention, . 
What is claimed is: . 
1. A tag fastening machine comprising a 

guide plate to receive and guide a strip of con 
nected tags each of which carries a staple, a head 
normally lying above one edge of the guide 
plate and movable across said edge to a position 
below the guide plate, means to feed the tags 
along the guide plate to bring them successively 
into register with the head, cooperating cutting 
portions on the guide plate and head to sever 
from the strip a tag in register with the head 
when the head is moved across said edge of the 
guide plate, means cooperating with the head 
when it is moved to its extreme position below 
the guide plate to crimp over the staple of a . 
Severed tag to secure it to a sheet of material, . . . ; 
means to lock the head in an intermediate posi 
tion to permit removal of the material and se 

  



4. 
cured tag therefrom, and means to release the 
locking means to permit the head to return to 
normal position. 

2. A tag fastening machine comprising a guide 
plate to receive and guide a strip of connected 
tags each of which carries a staple, a head nor 
mally lying above one edge of the guide plate 
and movable across said edge to a position be 
low the guide plate, means to feed the tags along 
the guide plate to bring them. Successively into 
register with the head, means on the head yield 
ingly to secure thereto a tag moved into register 
therewith, cooperating cutting portions on the 
guide and the head to sever from the strip a tag 
in register with the head, means cooperating 
with the head when it is moved to a position be 
low the guide plate to crimp over the staple of 
a tag on the head to secure it to a sheet of ma 
terial, means to hold the head in an intermedi 
ate position to permit removal of the material 
and secured tag therefron, and means to release 
the holding means to permit the head to return 
to its normal position. 

3. A tag fastening machine comprising handle 
means including a pair of handle members nor 
mally urged apart and adapted to be Squeezed 
together to operate the machine, a guide plate 
carried by said handle means to support a strip 
of connected tags each of which carries a staple, 
a head supported by the handle means and now 
able acroSS One edge of the plate as Said handle 
members are Squeezed together, means associated 
with the guide plate to feed the tags therealong 
successively into register with said head, coop 
erating cutting portions on the head and the 
guide plate to sever from the strip a tag in reg 
ister with the head, means carried by the handle 
means and cooperating with the head to crimp 
Over the staple of a severed tag to Secure it to a 
sheet of material when said handle members are 
Squeezed together, means to hold the handle 
members in an intermediate position following the 
securing operation to permit removal of the ma 
terial and secured tag, and means to release the 
holding means to permit the handle members to 
return to their normal positions. 

4. A tag fastening machine comprising handle 
means including a pair of handle members nor 
mally urged apart and adapted to be squeezed 
together to operate the machine, a guide plate 
carried by said handle means to support a strip 
of connected tags each of which carries a staple, 
a head supported by the handle means and mov 
able across one edge of the plate as said handle 
members are squeezed together, means associated 
with the guide plate to feed the tags therealong 
successively into register with said head, means 
On the head to receive a tag and to secure it yield 
ingly to the head, Cooperating cutting portions 
on the head and the guide plate to sever from 
the strip a tag in register with the head, means 
carried by the handle means and cooperating 
with the head to crimp over the staple of a sev 
ered tag to Secure it to a sheet of materia when 
Said handle members are squeezed together, 
means to hold the handle members in an inter 
mediate position following the Securing opera 
tion to permit removal of the material and Se 
cured tag from the securing means on the head, 
and means to release the holding means to per 
mit the handle members to return to their nor 
mal position. 

5. A portable hand tool for securing tags to 
material comprising handle means including a 
pair of handle members normally urged apart 

O 

5 

20 

2. 

30 

40 

45 

50 

55 

2,881,252 
and adapted to be squeezed together to operate 
the machine, a guide plate carried by and ex 
tending laterally from the handle means to re 
ceive a strip of connected tags, said guide plate 
being formed with a groove to receive the pro 
jecting ends of staples carried by the tags, a 
head carried by the handle means and movable 
across one edge of the guide plate, means to feed 
the tags along the guide plate and successively 
into register with the head, cooperating cutter 
portions on the head and guide plate to sever 
from the strip a tag in register with the head, 
and an anvil carried by the handle means and 
cooperating with the head to crimp over the sta 
ple of a severed tag. 

6. A portable hand tool for securing tags to 
material comprising handle means including a 
pair of handle members normally urged apart 
and adapted to be squeezed together to operate 
the machine, a guide plate carried by and ex 
tending laterally from the handle means to re 
ceive a strip of connected tags, said guide plate 
being formed with a groove to receive the pro 
jecting ends of staples carried by the tags, a head 
Carried by the handle means and movable across 
One edge of the guide plate, means to feed the 
tags along the guide plate and successively into 
register with the head, cooperating cutter por 
tions on the head and guide plate to sever from 
the strip a tag in register with the head, means 
On the head to hold a severed tag yieldingly 
thereon, and an anvil cooperating with the head 
to Crimp over the staple of a severed tag held 
On the head. 

7. A portable hand tool for securing tags to 
material comprising handle means including a 
pair of handle members normally urged apart 
and adapted to be squeezed together to operate 
the machine, a guide plate carried by and ex 
tending laterally from the handle means to re 
ceive a strip of connected tags, said guide plate 
being formed with a groove to receive the pro 
jecting ends of staples carried by the tags, a 
head carried by the handle means and movable 
across One edge of the guide plate, means to feed 
the tags along the guide plate and successively 
into register with the head, cooperating cutter 
portions on the head and guide plate to sever 
from the strip a tag in register with the head, 
means on the head yieldingly to hold a severed 
tag thereon, an anvil cooperating with the head 
to crimp over the staple of a tag held on the 
head when the handle members are squeezed to 
gether, means to hold the handle members and 
head in an intermediate position to permit re 
moval of a tag from the head, and means to re 
lease Said holding means to permit return of 
the handle members and head to their normal 
position. 
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8. A portable hand tool for securing tags to 
material comprising handle means including a 
pair of handle members normally urged apart 
and adapted to be squeezed together to Operate 
the machine, a guide plate carried by and ex 
tending laterally from the handle means to re 
ceive a strip of connected tags, said guide plate 
being formed with a groove to receive the pro 
jecting ends of staples carried by the tags, a 
head carried by the handle means and movable 

70 across one edge of the guide plate, means to feed 

5 

the tags along the guide plate and Successively 
into register with the head, cooperating cutter 
portions on the head and guide plate to sever 
from the strip a tag in register with the head, 
means on the head yieldably to hold a severed 
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tag thereon, an anvil cooperating with the head 
to crimp over the staple of a tag held on the 
head when the handle members are squeezed to 
gether, means to hold the handle members and 
head in an intermediate position to permit re 
moval of a tag from the head, and means oper 
ated by again Squeezing the handle members to 
gether to release said holding means. 

9. A portable hand tool for Securing tags to 
material comprising handle means including a 
pair of handle members normally urged apart 
and adapted to be Squeezed together to operate 
the machine, a guide plate carried by and ex 
tending laterally from the handle means to re 
ceive a strip of connected tags, said guide plate 
being formed with a groove to receive the pro 
jecting ends of Staples carried by the tags, a 
head carried by the handle means and movable 

O 

5 

acroSS One edge of the guide plate, means to feed . 
the tags along the guide plate and successively 
into register with the head, cooperating cutter 
portions on the head and guide plate to sever 
from the strip a tag in register with the head, 
an anvil carried by the handle means and co 
operating with the head when said handle mem 
bers are squeezed together to crimp over the 
Staple of a tag carried by the head, and means 
controlled by return of the handle members to 
normal position to actuate the feeding means to 
feed another. tag into register with the head. 

10. A portable hand tool for securing tags to 
material comprising handle means including a 
pair of handle members normally urged apart 
and adapted to be Squeezed together to operate 
the machine, a guide plate carried by and ex 
tending laterally from the handle means to re 
ceive a strip of connected tags, said guide plate 
being formed with a groove to receive the pro 
jecting ends of staples carried by the tags, a 
head carried by the handle means and movable 
acroSS One edge of the guide plate, means to feed 
the tags along the guide plate and successively 
into register with the head, cooperating cutter 
portions on the head and guide plate to sever 
from the strip a tag in register with the head, 
means on the head yieldingly to hold a severed 
tag thereon, an anvil cooperating with the head 
to crimp over the staple of a tag held on the head 
When the handle members are squeezed together, 
neans to hold the handle members and head in 
an intermediate position to permit removal of a 
tag from the head, means to release said holding 
means to permit return of the handle members 
and head to their normal position, means con 
trolled by return of the handle members to their 
normal position to actuate the feeding means 
to feed another tag into register with the head, 
and means operable when the handle members 
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and head are in said intermediate position to 
prevent operation of the feeding means. 

11. A portable hand tool for securing tags to 
material comprising handle means including a 
pair of handle members normally urged apart 
and adapted to be Squeezed together to operate 
the machine, a guide plate carried by and ex 
tending laterally from the handle means to re 
ceive a strip of connected tags, said guide plate 
being formed with a groove to receive the pro 
jecting ends of Staples carried by the tags, a head 
carried by the handle means and movable across 
one edge of the guide plate, means to feed the 
tags along the guide plate and successively into 
register with the head, cooperating cutter por 
tions on the head and guide plate to sever from 
the strip a tag in register with the head, a re 
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silient finger on the head to receive a tag and to 
hold it yieldingly on the head, an anvil COOper 
ating with the head when the handle members 
are Squeezed together to crimp over the staple 
of a tag held by the head, latch means effective 
upon release of the handle members after a 
crimping Operation to hold the handle members 
and head in an intermediate position to permit 
removal of the tag from the head, means operable 
by again Squeezing the handle members together 
to release the latch means SC that the handle. 
members and head can return to their normal 
position, and means controlled by return of the 
handle members to their normal position to ac 
tuate said tag feeding means. 

12. A portable hand tool for securing tags to 
material comprising handle means including a 
pair of handle members normally urged apart 
and adapted to be Squeezed together to Operate 
the machine, a guide plate carried by and ex 
tending laterally from the handle means to re 
ceive a strip of connected tags, said guide plate 
being formed with a groove to receive the pro 
jecting ends of Staples carried by the tags, a 
head carried by the handle means and movable 
across one edge of the guide plate, means to 
feed the tags along the guide plate and Succes 
sively into register with the head, cooperating 
cutter portions on the head and guide plate to 
Sever from the strip a tag in register with the 
head, a resilient finger on the head to receive a 
tag and to hold it yieldingly on the head, an 
anvil cooperating with the head when the handle 
members are squeezed together to crimp over the 
staple of a tag held by the head, latch means 
effective upon release of the handle members 
after a crimping operation to hold the handle 
members and head in an intermediate position 
to permit removal of the tag from the head, 
means operable by again squeezing the handle 
members together to release the latch means so 
that the handle members and head can return 
to their normal position, resilient means nor 
mally urging said feeding means in a direction 
to feed a tag into register with the head, cam 
means operated by movement of the handle 
members together to move the feeding means 
in the opposite, direction, a latch engaging the 
feeding means to hold it in its extreme position 
in said last named direction, and means oper 
ated by return of the handle members to their 
normal position to release said latch. 

13. A tag fastening machine comprising a guide 
plate to receive and guide a strip of connected 
tags, Said guide plate being formed at one end 
with a cutting edge substantially parallel to the 
end of the plate, a head movable across said edge 
and formed with a cutting edge intersecting the 
cutting edge on the plate at an acute angle, 
means to feed the tags along the guide plate 
into register with the head whereby they will 
be cut successively from the strip as the head 
is moved, and means on the guide plate adjacent 
the head to tilt the tag next adjacent the head 
into substantial parallelism with the cutting edge 
On the head. 

14. A tag fastening machine comprising a guide 
plate to receive and guide a strip of connected 
tags, Said guide plate being formed at One end 
with a cutting edge substantially parallel to the 
end of the plate, a head movable across said edge 
and formed with a cutting edge intersecting the 
cutting edge on the plate at an acute angle, 
means to feed the tags along the guide plate 
into register with the head whereby they will be 
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cut successively from the strip as the head is 
moved, a resilient finger on the head to receive 
and yieldingly to grip a tag fed into register with 
the head, and means on the guide plate to tilt 
the tag next adjacent the head into substantial 
parallelism with the cutting edge on the head. 

15. A tag fastening machine comprising a guide 
plate to receive a strip of interconnected tags, 
fastening means to receive tags from said guide 
plate and to cut the tags successively from the 
strip, and means for feeding the tags along the 
guide plate comprising a slide member slidable 
along the guide plate toward and away from the 
fastening means, a feed finger movably Carried 
by the slide member and engageable with the 
tags to feed them, and means operated by said 
fastening means to actuate said slide member. 

16. A tag fastening machine comprising a guide 
plate to receive a strip of interconnected tags, 
fastening means to receive tags from said guide 
plate and to cut the tags successively from the 
strip, and means for feeding the tags along the 
guide plate comprising a slide member slidable 
along the guide plate toward and away from the 
fastening means, a feed finger movably carried 
by the slide member and engageable with the tags 
to feed them, resilient means urging the slide 
member toward the fastening means, and a can 
operated by the fastening means to move the slide 
member in the opposite direction when the fas- : 
tening means is operated to cut of a tag. 

17. A tag fastening machine comprising a guide . 
plate to receive a strip of interconnected tags, 
fastening means to receive tags from Said guide 
plate and to cut the tags successively from the 
strip, and means for feeding the tags along the 
guide plate comprising a slide member slidable 
along the guide plate toward and away from the 
fastening means, a feed finger movably carried 
by the slide member and engageable with the 
tags to feed them, means operable in timed relar 
tion with the fastening means to move the slide 
member from one position adjacent the fasten 
ing means to a second position away from the 
fastening means, resilient means urging the slide 
member to said one position, a latch to hold 
the slide member in said second position, and 
means operable by the fastening means to re 
lease said latch. 

18. A fastening machine for use with a strip 
of interconnected tags having Openings in the 
central portion thereof comprising a guide plate 
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to receive the strip of tags, a head movable 
across one end of the guide plate to receive tags 
therefrom and cooperating with the guide plate 
to sever the tags successively from the strip, a 
feeding finger movable along the guide plate 
and having a feeding end adapted to enter the 
openings in the tags to feed the tags, said feed 
ing finger extending over the central portion of 
the head to move each tag fully into register 
with the head. 

19. A fastening machine for use with a strip 
of interconnected tags having openings in the 
central portion thereof comprising a guide plate 
to receive the strip of tags, a head movable across 
One end of the guide plate to receive tags there 
from and cooperating with the guida plate to 
sever the tags successively from the strip, a 
feeding finger movable along the guide plate and 
having a feeding end adapted to enter the open 
ings in the tags to feed the tags, said feeding 
finger extending over the central portion of the 
head to move each tag fully into register with 
the head, and means operable by movement of 
the head to actuate the feeding finger. 

20. A fastening machine for use with a strip 
of interconnected tags having openings in the 
central portion thereof comprising a guide plate 
to receive the strip of tags, a head movable 
across one end of the guide plate to receive tags 
therefrom and cooperating with the guide plate 
to sever the tags successively from the strip, a 
feeding finger movable along the guide plate and 
having a feeding end adapted to enter the open 
ings in the tags to feed the tags, said feeding 
finger extending over the central portion of the 
head to move each tag fully into register with 
the head, and said head being cut away on the 
side adjacent the guide plate to form a groove to 
receive the feeding finger, 

21. A tag fastening machine comprising a head 
block Supported above a floor, three arms con 
nected to said head block and carrying respec 
tively a head, a guide plate and an anvil, sup 
porting means rigid with the head block and sup 
porting the last named arm, a handle member 
Operatively connected to said arms and mov 
able toward them to move the first named arm 
and the head toward the anvil, an operating 
rod connected to said handle member, and a 
pedal lever pivotally mounted adjacent the floor 
and Connected to Said operating rod. 
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