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To all whom it WAy coneer:

Be it known that I, CHARLES MILLER, of
New York city, in the county and State of
New York, haveinvented anewand Improved
Buttonhole-Moistener,of which the following
exact description.

My invention relatesto a device for moisten-
ing buttonholes; and the object of the inven-
tion is to provide a device of simple, durable,
and economic construction, through the me-
dium of which the starched surface of an ar-
ticle of wearing apparel at the margin of the
buttonholes may be expeditiously and con-
veniently moistened to enable the buttonhole
to be more readily manipulated—as, for in-

. 8tance, preparatory to buttoning a garment.
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The invention consists in the novel eon--

struction and ecombination of the several
parts, as will be hereinafter fully set forth,
and pointed out in the claims,

Reference is to be had to the accompanying
drawings, forming a part of this speeification,

in whieh similar characters of reference indi- |-

cate corresponding parts in all the views,
Figure 1.is a perspective view of the but-
tonhole-moistener.  Fig. 2 is a longitudinal
section taken substantially on the line 2 2 of
Fig. 1. Fig.3 is an enlarged vertical trans-
verse sectional view taken substantially on
the line 8.5 of Fig. 2; and Fig. 4 i3 a perspec-
tive view of a modified form of the moistener.
In carrying out the invention in the pre-
ferred form of the device, a head A is pro-
vided of substantially boxlike construction,
and ‘ihis box may be of ahy desired shape,
that shown in the drawings being somewhat
elliptical and is to be preferred. The frong
face of the said box-body has a series of ap-
ertures 10 produced thersin, and a lip 11, of
substantially wedge-like construction or of
tapering form, is made to extend from the
central portion of the apertured face of the
box-bedy, being at a right angle to said face,
and this lip is adapted to le passed into the
buttonhole in order to guide the apertures 10
to the surface of the garment at the margin
of the buttonhole. A Sponge 12, or other ab-
sorbent material, is placed within the cham-
and in engagentent with
the apertured face thereof, while an opening
is made in the central portion of the back of
the body, surrounded by a sleeve or collar13.

the back of the body,
made in this hollow or tubular stem or rodis

A plunger 14 is held to slide in the chamber
of the box-body and is adapted to compress
the sponge or absorbent material 12. A tubi-
lar rod 15 is attached to the said plunger and
extends out through the collared opening in
and apertures 16 are

ata point nearthe plunger 14;a3 is best shown
in Fig. 3, the said. tubular stem or rod being
secured to a hollow handle 17, serving as a
reservoir for water, the handle being provided
with a suitable eap 18, as shewn in Figs. 1
and 2. Aspring19iscoiled praetically around
the outer portion of the tubular stem or rod
15, having a bearing against the head or body
A of the device and against the forward end
of thehandle,and this spring normally draws
the plunger 14 to an engagement with the
back of the head or body A, as illustrated in
Fig. 2, and at that- time the aperfures in the
stem of the plunger will be closed by the collar
13 of the head or body. ‘

In operation, the lip 11 is introdueced into
the buttonhole and the handle is pressed in
the direction of the garment containing the
buttonhole, whereby the box-body A iscarried
in engagement with the butionhole, around
the margin theresf. The plunger will there-
fore be carried forward against the Sponge

-and at the sametime the water from the han-

dle will flow into the head through the open-
ings in the stem of the plunger and will
moisten the sponge in advanee of its engage-
ment by the plunger, so that when the wet
sponge i8 pressed sufficient water will be

forced out through the openings 10 in the

body or head to moisten the surface of the
garment at the margin. of the buttonhole,
This device is exceedingly simple and con-
venient. :

. In Fig. 4 I have illustrated a slight modifi-
cation of the device, in which the sponge 20
is given a substantially conical or tapering
shape, and is seeured upon a handle 21, con-
sisting of a strip of metal bent upoun itself to
form a parallel member 22 at one end, the
sponge being clamped between the body of
the handle and the member 22, and the two
parts are riveted or otherwise secured. Un-
der this construetion the sponge must be
dampened from a supply of water near at
hand, whereas in the other form of the device
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the dampening of thesponge is automatically
performed with the moistening of the button-
fiole. . The point of this modified taperimg
moistener is fermed by the metallie handle-
strip, which forms a guide to enter the button-
hole snd gause the sponge to moisten the
same.

Having thus described my invention, I
claim as new and desiré to secure by Letters
Patent— .

1. A device for moistening button holes, the
game eonsisting of a handle having an ab-
sorbent material at oné of its ends, held for
contact wilh the margin of a button hole,
and a gnide 10 enter and open the button-
hole, as and-for the purpose set forth.

. 9. In a Gevice for moistening button holes,
a reservoir, a moistening material in commu-
nication with the reservoir; and adapted to be
directed to the margin of a button hole for
the purpose of moisténing the same, and a
guide to enter and open the button hole, as

_ aud for the purpose set forth.

25

- 3. In adeviee for moistening butfon holes,
a reservoir for liquid, a moistening material
in valved communication with the reservoir
and adapted to be directed to the marginof a
button-hole, and a guide adapted to enter the

britton hole, as and for the purpose specified.

3 : 548,572

4. A device for moistening button holes, the 3
game consisting of 2 reservoir, an apertured
head, an absorbent material contained within
the head, a plunger located within the bead
and adapted to compress the absorbent ma-
terial, a tubular connection between the reser- 3
voir and head, and msans, substantially as
deseribed, for eutting off the supply of ligmid
from the reservoir, as and for the purpose set
forth.

5. In a device for moistening button holes,
ihe combinaticn, with an aperfured head or
body provided with a guide lip io enter &
bntton hole, the apertures being adapted to
be directed to the surface gurrounding the
putton hole, and an abscrbent. material con-
tained in the head and held in engagement
with the apertured face thereof, of a spring-
controlled plunger located within the head,
having a tubular stem apertured near its in-
ner end, a reservoir connected with the tubu-
lar plunger stem, and & cut-off for the aper-
tures in the said stem, as and for the purpose
set forth.
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