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To all whom it may concern.: .

Be it known that I, WiLsox W. BUTLER, a
citizen of the United States, residing at Lima,
in the county of Allen, State of Obhio, havein-
vented certain new and useful Improvements
in Burial-Cases, of which the following is a
specification, reference being had therein to
the accompanying drawings.

My invention has relation to burial-vaults;
and the object of my invention is to provide
cases within which ordinary coffins and their
contents can be hermetically sealed up, and
which, while comparatively imperishable, can
be readily and cheaply manufactured in va-
rious sizes, will not be too heavy to prevent
handling about as conveniently as the com-
mon boxes now in use,willnot be liable, though
composed of frangible material, to be broken
under any nsual condition of handling and
transportation, and shall, by reason of the
presence of snitable handles, be rendered easy
of carriage and management, and after burial
its covershall become immovably locked and
sealed to the body of the receptacle. Iattain
these objects by the construction illustrated
in the accompanying drawings, in which—

Figure 1is aside view of a burial-case con-
structed in accordance with my invention.
Fig. 2is alongitudinal vertical central section
of the same. Fig. 3 is a transverse vertical
section on line 2 & of Fig. 1. Fig.4isan en-
larged vertical section on line y y of Fig. 3.

In said drawings, A represents the recep-
tacle, which is made of porcelain, stoneware,
or vitrified terra-cotta, the bottom of which is

provided with raised platform a, extending.

nearly the whole length to uniformly support
the coffin to be placed therein, but having
depressions «? at the ends to facilitate the re-
moval of the ropes used in lowering the coffin
Under the said plat-
form the bottom is arched ata® tolighten the
case and at the same time strengthen it, as
the molded arch is stronger than a flat bot-
tom and permits the case tosettle evenly upon
the bottom of the excavated grave, even if
said bottom is not perfectly level and smooth.
The upper edge of the case is provided with

a groove ¢, extending around it to receive a.

thin coat of cement to unite it to the cover

B, Said cover is preferably of the same ma-

terial as the case A. It is provided with two

handles B3? in the top, under which ropes can
be passed to lower the cover and close the
case after it has received a coffin and con-
tents. Said handles can be strengthened by
having them molded upon bent rods 0% hav-
ing their.ends hooked and anchored to the
body of the cover. The sides of the cover B
are also provided with handles b to facilitate
the handling thereof in warehouses and to
help in guiding in exact position upon the
edge of the case after the latter has been
placed in the groove, the groove a* provided
with cement, and the coffin lowered therein,
as hereinafter described.

To retain the cover sealed and locked im-
movably to the upper edge of the case, there
is formed in the latter one or more dovetail
cavities ¢’ in each side to receive correspond-
ingly shaped or headed pins or projections b’
pendent from the cover, and in said ecavities
cement ¢ has been introduced as well as in
the groove a* before lowering the cover on top
of the burial-case. ‘

To facilitate the handling of the case A in
warehouses as well as the lowering thereof in
thegrave, it is provided with rounded and un-
dergrooved handles d, preferably formed inte-
gral therewith,and said handlesareplaced ver-
tically under the position occupied by the han-
dles D of the cover when the latter covers the
burial-case, so as to facilitate the introduction
of pins 0° and the dovetailed cavities a®. For
this purpose light guide-cords c are either at-
tached to the handles d or preferably looped
thereunder and made to extend to and be-
yond the top of the grave, and are passed
through the handles b before the coverislow-
ered and attendants retain them under ten-
sion while the cover is being lowered. .

To prevent the loops of the cords ¢ from
escaping and becoming disengaged from the
handles d,lightstraps ¢, preferably of springy
metal, are secured to the sides of the case A
immediately under the handles by means of
serewsf, upon which they may be allowed tobe
swung (under some pressure) as turn-buttons;

“but the position they are desired to occupy

is generally, as shown in the drawings, with
one end bearing against the surface of the
handles d. The straps e will also protect the
handles ¢ against collisions while in ware-
‘houses. '
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ITaving now fally described my invention,
I claim—

1. The combination of the receptacle of a
burial-case, having a groove ¢* and dovetailed
cavities ¢® extended below the bottom of said
groove in the edge of the receptacle, with the
cover having headed pins 0® to enter said
cavities and be locked therein with cement
in said ecavities, substantially as described.

2. The combination of the receptacle of a
burial-case of plastic material, having round-
ed undergrooved handles d in the sides there-
of, with the cover B, having handles b verti-
cally above the handle d, substantially as and

15 for the purpose described.

3. The combination of the burial-case re-
ceptacle having rounded undergrooved han-
dles ¢ in the sides thereof, with the metal
straps e, pivotally secured to said sides and
having one end resting against said handles,
substantially as described.

In testimony whereof I affix my signaturein
presence of two witnesses.

WILSON W. BUTLER.
wWitnesses:

WinniaM L. MACKENZIE,
M. MACKENZIE,




