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This invention relates to shelf assemblies. More par 
ticularly it relates to a tag holding shelf assembly which 
is self-locking and includes the use of molding strips in 
a unique manner. 
The special molding of the instant invention is intended 

to be utilized with simple shelving and bracket means 
having rearwardly biased clamping abutments such as 
is disclosed and claimed in my co-pending application, 
S.N. 449,065, filed August 11, 1954, now Patent No. 
2,833,420, issued May 6, 1958, and entitled Self-Locking 
Shelf Bracket. - 
The moldings of the instant invention together with 

the shelf to which such moldings are attached, in com 
bination with the brackets disclosed and claimed in my 
above mentioned co-pending application, S.N. 449,065 
comprise the tag holding shelf assembly which is also 
included in the instant invention. 

It is a general object of my invention to provide a 
shelf assembly which is simple to construct and erect 
and will provide improved means for exhibiting the prices 
of articles on a shelf in a prominent manner at the for 
ward edge of the shelf while at the same time providing 
support or strength to the shelf panel which supports the 
articles. 
A more specific object is to provide a tag holding shelf 

assembly which includes the use of a pair of moldings 
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at the forward and rear edge of the shelf which will 
cooperate in reinforcing and supporting the shelf mem 
ber and will also facilitate binning of the articles being 
displayed. 
Another object of the invention is to provide a novel 

molding strip adapted to engage the forward edge of 
a shelf and constructed and arranged to cooperatively 
engage a rearwardly biased molding strip engaging ele 
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ment carried by a bracket to hold the shelf in supported 
relation while extending forwardly from a vertical sur 
face, the molding strip being constructed in a novel man 
ner to receive therein price tags of various lengths in such 
a manner as to preclude lateral shifting of the tags. . . 
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Another object is to provide a novel and improved tag. 
holding shelf assembly which includes the use of a pair 55 
of molding strips having channels therein adapted to re 
ceive therein a thin shelf member, the molding strips 
being rigid in structure to reinforce the shelf member, 
each of the molding strips having a portion thereof ex 
tending upwardly to an elevation substantially above that 
of the shelf member to facilitate binning of articles at 
various points along the length of the shelf, the forward 
most of the molding strips having an abutment engaging 
surface which cooperatively engages a rearwardly biased 
abutment member carried by a bracket. 
These and other objects and advantages 

tion made in connection with the accompanying draw 
ings, wherein like reference characters refer to the same 
or similar parts throughout the 'several views, and in 
which: , . . . . 

nd advantages of the inven 
tion will more fully appear from the following descrip 
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JFig.1 is a perspective view taken from below of a sec-. . 

2 
tion of my assembly, the shelf and the rear molding 
strip and the price tag molding strip all being held in 
interlocked engagement with the vertical supporting sur 
face by bracket members having rearwardly biased price 
tag molding strip engaging elements, 

Fig. 2 is a bottom view of my shelving assembly shown 
segmentally, the relaxed positions of the bracket means 
being indicated in dotted lines; and 

Fig. 3 is a vertical sectional view of a segment of my 
shelving assembly showing the bracket member in ele 
vation; and 

Fig. 4 is a vertical sectional view of the price tag 
molding strip illustrating the use of the same with a 
price tag shorter than the price tag illustrated in Fig. 3. 
One embodiment of my invention as shown in Figs. 

1-4 may include a vertical supporting surface indicated 
generally at 10. Brackets support members 11 are se 
cured to the vertical surface to provide vertical adjust 
ability for the shelf assembly. It will be noted that the 
bracket support members 11 are provided with vertically 
spaced slots 12 into which bracket members 13 may be 
cooperatively secured therewith in the manner set forth 
in my above mentioned co-pending application, S.N. 
499,065. 
As best shown in Fig. 2, the bracket supports 11 may 

be fastened as by screws 14 to a back panel 15, a por 
tion of which has been grooved or off set at 16 to re 
ceive the bracket supports. The bracket supports 11 are 
vertically positioned and horizontally spaced at con 
venient intervals which may be associated with the edges 
of the back panel 15 or may be recessed at intermediate 
positions with the forwardly facing portion thereof sub 
stantially in alignment with the forward surface of the 
back panel 15 and cooperatively forming the afore men 
tioned vertical supporting surface 10. 
The shelf proper as shown is comprised of a board 

or panel 17. Because of the ease of handling and the 
lower cost involved, such panels 17 are preferably formed 
of a composition material which is relatively thin or of 
thin plate glass or of a thin board material. In any 
event, this material is generally thin and the shelf is 
normally elongated, with the result that when articles 
are supported thereby there is a distinct tendency for 
the shelf to bow downwardly, become deformed, and 
even upon occasion breaking or permitting articles to slip 
therefrom. As shown, the shelf 17 has an upper support 
ing surface 18 as shown in Fig. 3 and has a rear edge 
19 and a forward edge 20. 
Secured to the vertical supporting surface 10 are 

bracket means 13 which may be comprised of the same 
type of springy members disclosed and claimed in my co 
pending application, S.N. 449,065 or some other type of 
bracket means securable to a vertical supporting surface 
and capable of supporting a shelf member 17 and secur 
ing the same through the use of a rearwardly biased mold 
ing strip engaging element. 
Asbest shown in Fig. 3, the bracket member 13 has 

formed at its outer end portion an upstanding molding 
strip engaging element or abutment 21. The bracket 
means 13 are secured as by ears 22 and hooks 23 inserted 
into the slots 12 of the bracket supports 11. Each of 
these brackets means 13 have laterally extending abut 
ments or ear means 24 adapted to brace the bracket means 
13 and provide it with rearwardly biasing of the molding 
strip engaging element 21 when sprung to the full line 
position shown in Fig. 2 away from the dotted line re 
laxed position as shown therein. It will be understood, 
of course, that other type of bracket means may be 
utilized provided it employs a forward abutment or price 
tag molding strip engaging element such as the element 
21 which is rearwardly biased to positively secure the 
two molding strips shown along with the shelf 17 in out 
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wardly and forwardly extending relation to the vertical 
surface 10. 
As best shown in Fig. 3, the self-locking shelf assem 

bly, includes a pair of moiding strips one each of which is 
secured to the rear edge 9 and the forward edge 20 of 
the panel 27. It will be noted that the panel 17 has a 
groove 17a formed in the upper surface 18. The forward 
portion of the panel 7 has a corresponding groove 17b 
formed in the upper surface 8 adjacent the forward edge 
26. Each of these grooves 7a and 17b adapts its respec 
tive edge portion to be cooperatively engaged and re 
ceived in a channel of one of the two molding strips here 
inbefore referred to. It will be noted that the grooves 
17a and 7b provide a dove-tailed configuration to the 
forward and rearward edge portions of the panel 17. 

Secured to the rear edge portion of the panel 17 is an 
elongated rigid molding strip 25. As shown, this mold 
ing strip has a dove-tailed shaped groove 26 which faces 
forwardly formed therein. The groove defining portions 
of the molding strip 25 includes a flange member 25a 
which extends somewhat vertically into the groove 17a 
and cooperatively secures the molding strip 25 to the rear 
edge of the panel 7. It will also be noted that the mold 
ing strip 25 is provided with an upstanding abutment 
member 27 which extends upwardly to an elevation well 
above the upper surface i8 of the panel 7, and is flat at 
its back surface to abut against the vertical surface 10. 
This molding strip 25 extends along the full length of the 
panel i7 and is applied to the panel 17 by sliding the same 
longitudinally thereof from one end of the panel toward 
the other end. 
The second molding strip which comprises a price tag 

holding moiding strip is secured to the forward edge por 
tion of the panel 17 as best illustrated in Fig. 3. It will 
be noted that this molding strip is also elongated and rigid 
and extends longitudinally of the shelf member 17. The 
price tag molding strip which has been indicated gener 
ally by the numeral 30 is provided with a rearwardly fac 
ing dove-tailed shape groove 31. This groove is partially 
defined by a flange member 32 which extends somewhat 
vertically into the groove 7b of the panel 17 adjacent its 
forward edge 20. The molding strip 30 is also applied to 
the forward edge of the panel 7 by sliding the same 
longitudinally of the shelf with the dove-tailed shaped 
portion of the panel 7 inserted into the dove-tailed 
shaped groove 3 of the molding strip 30. 
The molding strip 30 is also provided with a down 

wardly facing recess 33, one wall 34 of which extends 
vertically and constitutes an abutment which is engaged 
by the rearwardly biased abutment member 21 of the 
brackets 13. The abutment member 21 extends upwardly 
into the recess 33 and engages the abutment surface 34 
when permitted to move toward the relaxed position 
shown in the broken lines of Fig. 2. 
The molding strip 30 is also provided with a frontal 

forwardly facing tag holding means which includes an 
elongated recess 35 extending longitudinally of the mold 
ing strip. This recess 35 as best shown in Fig. 4 has a 
bottom area adapted to engage the back side of a price tag 
such as T. It is also provided with upper and lower edge 
portions 37 and 38, respectively which may or may not 
engage the end portions of the price tag to be utilized, 
depending upon the length of the price tag available or 
desired to be used. 
As best shown in Figs. 3 and 4, the recessed area 35 is 

provided with two pairs of vertically spaced price tag 
engaging grooves. One pair of these grooves indicated 
by the numerals 39 and 40 are vertically spaced and posi 
tioned within the bottom area 36, while the other pair of 
grooves 41 and 42 are formed in the upper and lower 
edge portions of the molding strip. By reference to Fig. 
4, it can be readily seen that the plane extending through 
the pair of grooves 39 and 40 is disposed substantially. 
rearwardly of the plane extending between or through the 
grooves 41 and 42. By reference, to the same figure, it 
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4. 
will be readily seen that these grooves are sharply angled 
at their bottoms. 

It should be noted that the bottom area of the recess 
35 is non-uniform in that the portion or surface extend 
ing between the grooves 41 and 39 is disposed at a sharp 
angle to the surface extending between the grooves 39 
and 40. Likewise, the surface extending between the 
groove 38 and 40 is disposed at a sharp angle to the sur 
face extending between the grooves 40 and 39. This can 
best be seen by reference to Fig. 3 wherein the price tag 
T is shown prior to and after it has been positioned within 
the grooves 41 and 42. In order to insert the price tag 
T, it must first be deformed as shown in broken lines in 
Fig. 3 with the upper and lower edges or ends thereof 
inserted into the grooves 41 and 42. The medial portion 
of the price tag T is then pressed inwardly whereupon 
after passing dead center, it will assume the deformed 
configuration shown in solid lines in Fig. 3. The sharp 
angulation between the surface extending between the 
grooves 41 and 39 and the surface extending between, 
the grooves 39 and 49 causes the price tag T to assume 
the deformed shape shown in Fig. 3, in view of the fact 
that the price tag T is obviously greater in length than the 
distance between the pair of grooves 41 and 42. This 
deformation causes the back side of the price tag T to 
press firmly against the bottom area 36 so that friction 
therebetween will preclude lateral shifting of the price 
tag. 

Fig. 4 illustrates a price tag 43 of shorter length and 
adapted to be inserted in the same manner in the grooves 
39 and 40. The tiny groove 44 which extends longi 
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tudinally of the molding strip 30 is provided so that when 
desired, the price tags T or 43 as the case may be, may 
be easily snapped out of position by inserting the point 
of a lead pencil in the groove 44 and prying outwardly. 
To assemble the tag holding shelf assembly disclosed in 

Figs. 1-4, the bracket members 13 are positioned as 
shown in the openings 12 of the support members 11. 
The rear molding 25 is then applied to the rear edge of 
the panel 17 in the manner heretofore described and 
the price tag molding 30 is applied to the forward edge 
thereof in a similar manner and as shown in Fig. 3. 
The panel 17 and the two moldings 25 and 30 are then 
placed upon the upper supporting surface of the brackets 
3 and the brackets are sprung away from each other 
from the relaxed position shown in broken lines in Fig.2 
beyond the solid line positions shown in the same figure 
until the abutment elements 21 at the outer ends thereof 
slip into the elongated recess 33 of the molding strip 30. 
When the brackets 13 are released, the abutment ele 
ments 21 engage the abutting surface 34 of the groove 33 
and resiliently clamp the entire assembly into position 
with the back side of the molding strip 25 abutting against 
the vertical surface 10. 

It will be readily appreciated that the rigid molding 
strip 25 lends substantial support to the relatively thin 
panel member 17. This molding strip 25 however, per 
forms a dual function in that the upstanding portion 27 
acts as an abutment to cooperate with the upstanding 
portion of the molding strip 30 to facilitate binning of 
the articles to be displayed upon the upper surface 18 
of the panel 17. In other words, glass plates or dividing 
members which extend forwardly from the upstanding 
member 27 to the rearward side of the molding strip 30 
may be utilized to divide the upper surface 18 trans 
versely into longitudinally spaced bins. The upstanding 
element 27 also serves to prevent the articles being dis 
played from sliding rearwardly off the back side of the 
panel 17 when the bracket members 13 are supported by 
Support members 11, the latter of which are supported 
in a vertical position by some means other than a panel 
Such as the panel 14. For example, in many stores it 
is common to have shelf assemblies mounted in a back 
to back arrangement with the area between the oppositely 
extending shelf assemblies open. In the latter event, the 
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upstanding member 27 precludes breakage and dis 
arrangement of the articles being displayed. 
From the above it can be readily seen that I have pro 

vided a novel and improved tag holding shelf assembly 
having improved rigidity and strength and capable of 
being manufactured at low cost. In addition, the 
assembly provides means for accommodating price tags 
of different lengths and more effectively precludes lateral 
slipping of such price tags than the type of price tag 
molding strips heretofore known. 

It will also be noted that the upstanding portion 27 
of the molding strip 25 serves an added function in that 
it tends to preclude the outer portions of the panel 17 
and the molding strip 30 from slipping upwardly and dis 
engaging the abutment member 21 of the brackets 13. 
Thus it is almost impossible for an accidental bumping 
against the molding strip 30 to cause the molding to dis 
engage the abutment element 21 with resultant breakage 
and damage both to the shelf and the articles supported 
thereon. 

It will of course be understood that various changes 
may be made in the form, details, arrangement and 
proportions of the various parts without departing from 
the scope of my invention. 
What is claimed is: 
1. A self-locking shelf assembly comprising a vertical 

surface, a shelf having an upwardly facing supporting 
surface and having a rear edge and a forward edge, 
laterally flexible bracket means mounted on said vertical 
surface and extending forwardly thereof, in a vertical 
plane of normal to said surface in supporting relation 
with said shelf, said bracket means having been flexed 
toward a vertical plane extending normal to said surface 
and being prevented from returning to its free position 
by said shelf and having a forward abutment normally 
biased rearwardly as a result of the flexing of said bracket 
means and its prevention from returning to its free posi 
tion, an elongated rigid channel-shaped molding strip 
having a shelf edge engaging channel interfitting with the 
rear edge of said shelf in snug-fitting reinforcing relation 
and abutting said vertical surface in position between said 
vertical surface and said rear edge of said shelf, and a 
second elongated molding strip having a shelf edge 
engaging portion interfitting with the forward edge of said 
shelf and having forwardly facing tag holding means, 
said second mentioned molding strip further being pro 
vided with abutment means including a forwardly facing 
surface cooperatively engaged by said rearwardly biased 
bracket abutment whereby said shelf, bracket means, and 
molding strips are firmly interlocked and supported in 
forwardly extending relation to said vertical surface. 

2. A self-locking shelf assembly comprising a vertical 
surface, a shelf having an upwardly facing supporting 
surface and having a rear edge and a forward edge, 
laterally flexible bracket means mounted on said vertical 
surface and extending forwardly thereof in a vertical 
plane off normal to said surface in supporting relation 
with said shelf, said bracket means having been flexed 
toward a vertical plane extending normal to said surface 
and being prevented from returning to its free position 
by said shelf and having a forward abutment normally 
biased rearwardly as a result of the flexing of said bracket 
means and its prevention from returning to its free 
position, an elongated rigid channel-shaped molding strip 
having a forwardly facing shelf edge engaging channel 
interfitting with the rear edge of asid shelf in snug-fitting 
reinforcing relation and having a flat vertically extending. 
back surface abutting against said vertical surface said 
shelf having an elongated groove extending longitudinally 
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6 
thereof in one of its surfaces and the channel defining 
portions of said molding strip having a vertically ex 
tending flange interfitting in said groove of said shelf and 
a second elongated molding strip having a rearwardly 
facing shelf edge engaging groove formed therein and 
receiving the forward edge of said shelf therein and having 
forwardly facing tag holding means, said shelf having a 
groove formed in one of its surfaces along its forward 
edge extending longitudinally thereof and the groove 
defining portions of said second mentioned molding strip 
having a vertically extending flange fitting into said groove 
of said shelf along its forward edge, said second men 
tioned molding strip further being provided with abut 
ment means including a forwardly facing surface co 
operatively engaged by said rearwardly biased bracket 
abutment whereby said shelf, bracket means, and moiding 
strips are firmly interlocked and supported in forwardly 
extending relation to said vertical surface. 

3. A self-locking shelf assembly comprising a vertical 
surface, a shelf having an upwardly facing supporting 
surface and having a rear edge and a forward edge, 
laterally flexible bracket means mounted on said vertical 
surface and extending forwardly thereof in its free form 
in a vertical plane of normal to said surface and extend 
ing when not in its free form in supporting relation with 
said shelf, said bracket means being flexed laterally off 
its free form vertical plane and having a molding strip 
engaging element formed on its forward end which is . 
biased rearwardly as a result of said lateral flexing, 
an elongated rigid channel member having a shelf edge 
engaging channel receiving the rear edge of said shelf 
therein in snug-fitting reinforcing relation, said channel 
member abutting said vertical surface in position between 
said vertical surface and said rear edge of said shelf, 
and an elongated molding strip having a shelf edge 
engaging portion engaging the forward edge of said shelf 
and having forwardly facing tag holding means, said 
molding strip further being provided with abutment means 
including a forwardly facing surface cooperatively 
engaged by said rearwardly biased molding strip engaging 
element of said bracket whereby said shelf, bracket 
means, channel member and molding strip are firmly 
interlocked and supported in forwardly extending rela 
tion to said vertical surface. 

4. The structure defined in claim 3 wherein said 
channel member has an upwardly extending abutment 
element extending above the upwardly facing supporting 
surface of said shelf and said molding strip extends up 
wardly of the upper surface of said shelf to coopera 
tively facilitate binning of articles supported by said 
supporting surface of said shelf. 
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