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(57) Abstract: An apparatus (1) for
electrical stimulation of muscle tissue.
The apparatus has an electrode system
(10) with an electrode array (13). The
array has a plurality of electrode pads
(12) and can be placed in electrical
contact with the muscle tissue. The
electrode system Further has a sensor
(30; 31-36) for sensing a property
of the muscle tissue. The property
forms a measure for the activity of the
muscle tissue. The apparatus (1) has
an electrode selector (530) for selecting
one or more stimulating electrode pads.
A signal generator (531) is connected
to the electrode array (13) for providing
an electrical stimulation signal to the
stimulation electrode pad. A signal
processor (532) is connected to said
sensor (30; 31-36), for determining
from the sensor signal a value of the
muscle activity and outputting the
value in a for humans perceptible form.
This reduces the accuracy required to
position the electrode system (10) and
increases the accuracy of measuring the
muscle tissue activity.
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Claims Nos.: 14, 15

~ Rule 39.1(iv) PCT - Method of treatment of the human or animal being
by therapy.

The method defined in independent claim 14 comprises the step of
providing electrical stimulation to muscle tissues and therefore relates
to the curing of diseases or malfunctions of the body in order to
restore or maintain health. The claimed method thus represents a method
of treatment by therapy for which no international search report needs
to be carried out (Rule 39.1(iv) PCT).

Independent claim 15 is directed to the use of an apparatus, as defined
in any one of the apparatus claims 1-13, for the treatment of a muscle.
Consequently, independent claim 15 is also regarded as a method of
treatment by therapy for which no international search report needs to
be carried out (Rule 39.1(iv) PCT).

Continuation of Box II.2

Claims Nos.: 16

Article 6 PCT

Claim 16 is directed to a "computer program product comprising program
code portions for performing a method according to claim 14, when run on
a programmable apparatus". However, said computer program product, when
run on a programmable apparatus, can not perform the method defined in
claim 14 since means for interacting with the patient (e.g. an electrode
array comprising a plurality of electrode pads or means for measuring a
property of muscle tissues, see claim 14) are not explicitly defined in
claim 16. Consequently, independent claim 16 does not specify all of the
essential features needed to define the invention and is therefore not
in compliance with the provisions of clarity of Article 6 PCT.

The applicant’s attention is drawn to the fact that claims relating to
inventions in respect of which no international search report has been
established need not be the subject of an international preliminary
examination (Rule 66.1(e) PCT). The applicant is advised that the EPO
policy when acting as an International Preliminary Examining Authority is
normally not to carry out a preliminary examination on matter which has
not been searched. This is the case irrespective of whether or not the
claims are amended following receipt of the search report or during any
Chapter II procedure. If the application proceeds into the regional phase
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before the EPO, the applicant is reminded that a search may be carried
out during examination before the EPO (see EP0 Guideline C-VI, 8.5),
should the problems which led to the Article 17(2) declaration be

overcome.
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