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To all whom it may concern.:

Be it known that I, WiLLTAM BIERMANN, a
citizen of the United States, and a resident of
Cincinnati, in the county of Hamilton and
State of Ohio, have invented certain new and
useful Improvements in Stovepipe-Thimbles,
of which the following is a specification.

My invention is an improved stove pipe
thimble. Its object is to providea cheap and
snmple device which may be readily inserted
in a flue opening and which is prov1ded with
easily operated fastenings to clamp and hold
the stove pipe collar or cap, said collar being
readily removed and replaced by a cap when
the pipe is removed. Its objects I attain by
the means illustrated in the accompanying
drawings, in which like parts are indicated
by similar reference letters wherever they
oceur throughout the various views, and- in
which—

Figure 1 is a diametrical section of a de-
vice embodying my improvements. - Fig. 2 is
a. plan or front elevation of the same, with a
portion of the parts broken away to expose
the parts back of them.

The thimble A is a sheet metal cylinder
having an outwardly turned flange, @, at its
inner end to interlock with the mortar when
the thimble is set for use and to hold it firmly
in place. If has also an inwardly turned
flange, o/, at its outer end to provide a seat
for the outer rim of the collar'B which may
have its center opening of a size to fit the
size of the pipe desired to.be used.

The outer end of the thimble is slotted at

a?, the slots extending partly through the in-

turned flange o’ to permit the enlarged or
cam shaped ends, ¢, of the locking catches C,

to. play through said slots when turned to’

lock or release the collar. The catches, C,
are journaled upon bearings C’. These bear-
ings are preferably formed of short wirerods.
The rods. are first passed- through the per-
forations in the enlarged ends of the catches.
The opposite ends of the tods are then turned
at substantially right angles to the body in
the form of staples. The legs ¢’ are passed
through perforations in the wall of the thim-

. ble and then turned against the inside wall
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of the thimble to hold the bearings firmly in

place, as cléarly shown on the left side of the
plan or elevation view Fig. 2

To the inside of thethimble A, are secured

by rivets, d, flat metal springs D. The free
ends of these springs projeect through the
noteches or slots in the inturned flange o’ of
the thimble and bear against the enlarged
ends of the catches C.© It will be seen that
when these catches are thrown to the locking
position, as shown at the right hand side of
Fig. 1, the springs bear against the flat cam
faces of the catches and press the arms ¢?
firmly upou the rim of the collar B and hold
it with sufficient presqure upon its seat (the
inturned flange a’) to make a close joint.

Instead of the outwardly turned flange «,
any external projection from the body A may
be employed to accomplish the same result;
and it is. obvious'that there may be other
merely mechanicalchanges madeinthe struet-
ure without departing from the spirit or scope
of my invention.

I have shown what I believe to be the best
form of embodying my invention and, with-
out limiting myself to the specific deta,lls of
eonstructlon shown,

What I claim, and desire to secure by Let-
ters Patent, is—

1.Ina stove pipe thimble, the comblnatlon

of the cylinder having an inturned flange at

its outer end and the outer end slotted, bear-
ings secured to the thimble and crossing said
slots, a collar to rest upon theinturned flange
of the thimble, catches journaled upon said
bearings, having a longarm adapted to over-
lap the edge of the collar, and springs secured
to the thimble to hold said catches in the
locked position, substantially as shown and
described.

2. The combination of the thimble A hav-
ing inturned flange a’, said inturned. flange
and the outer end of the thimble being slot-
ted,the collar seated upon theinturned ﬁange,
the catch bearings secured to the thimble,
the catches havmw cam ends journaled upon
said bearings opposute said slots, and the

springs secured to the Inside of the thimble.

and pressing upon said cam ends, substan-
tially as set-forth.
8. The combination of the cylinder A hav-
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ing inturned flange &', and slotted at a? the
springs D secured to the inside of the thim-
ble and having their free ends projecting op-
posite said slots, the bearings €’ secured to
the thimble across the slots, the latches C
having eam ends, ¢, journaled on said bear-
ings and having their cam ends bearing

against said springs, and the collar B resting

upon the inturned flange o’ and removably
confined to said flange by said latches, sub- 1o
stantially as shown and deseribed.

WILLIAM BIERMANN.

Witnesses:
EMMA LYFORD,
GEO. J. MURRAY.



