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(57) Abstract: A chest freezer (100) includes a plurality of insulated walls (101) forming a compartment (102) that includes an up 
Owardly facing opening (103). A door (105) is configured to selectively provide access to the compartment through the upwardly fa 

cing opening. A breaker strip (1 10) forms at least a portion of an upper periphery of the compartment. A channel (120) is formed in 
at least a portion of the breaker strip. The channel is configured to permit attachment of a storage container thereto. A cantiievered 

Storage container (150) for a chest freezer is also provided.



CHEST FREEZER 

TECHNICAL FIELD 

[00011 The disclosure relates generally to a chest freezer and, more 

particularly, to a chest freezing having a channel formed in a breaker strip of the chest 

freezer. The channel is configured to permit attachment of a storage container 

thereto.  

BACKGROUND 

[0002] Chest freezers are known to include a compartment for storing food 

and other items at a temperature below zero degrees Centigrade. Some chest freezers 

include storage containers that can be placed in the compartment to hold various food 

and other items.  

SUMMARY 

[00031 The following presents a simplified summary of the disclosure in order 

to provide a basic understanding of some example aspects described in the detailed 

description.  

[00041 In a first aspect of the disclosure, a chest freezer includes a plurality of 

insulated walls, a door, a breaker strip, and a channel. The plurality of insulated walls 

form a compartment that includes an upwardly facing opening. The door is 

configured to selectively provide access to the compartment through the upwardly 

facing opening. The breaker strip forms at least a portion of an upper periphery of the 

compartment, and the channel is formed in at least a portion of the breaker strip. The 

channel is configured to permit attachment of a storage container thereto.  

[0005] In one example, the chest freezer further includes a mullion extending 

across the upwardly facing opening between an opposing two of the plurality of 

insulated walls. The mullion defines a first region and a second region of the 

upwardly facing opening. The door is a split door and includes a first door adjacent to 

a second door. The first door is configured to selectively provide access to the 

compartment through the first region and the second door is configured to selectively 

provide access to the compartment through the second region. The mullion is 

configured to provide a seal between at least one of a portion of the first door when 

the first door is oriented to restrict access to the compartment and a portion of the 

second door when the second door is oriented to restrict access to the compartment.  
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At least a portion of the channel is arranged at an elevation below the mullion and is 

configured to permit attachment of a storage container thereto such that the storage 

container can slide underneath the mullion along the channel.  

[0006] In another example, the storage container can slide underneath the 

nullion along the channel when at least one of the first door and the second door is 

oriented to restrict access to the compartment.  

100071 In yet another example, the at least a portion of the channel arranged at 

an elevation below the mullion extends under the mullion from a first location located 

in the first region to a second location located in the second region.  

100081 In still another example, the opposing two of the plurality of insulated 

walls include a front wall that opposes a rear wall. The breaker strip forms at least a 

portion of an upper periphery of the front wall and at least a portion of an upper 

periphery of the rear wall. The channel further includes a front channel forced in at 

least a portion of the breaker strip that forms at least a portion of an upper periphery 

of the front wall and a rear channel formed in at least a portion of the breaker strip 

that forms at least a portion of an upper periphery of the rear wall. The front channel 

and the rear channel are configured to respectively permit attachment of a first end 

and a second end of a storage container thereto such that the storage container can 

slide underneath the mullion along the front channel and the rear channel.  

[00091 In still another example, the plurality of insulated walls include a front 

wall, a rear wall, a first side wall, and a second side wall. The front wall opposes the 

rear wall, the first side wall opposes the second side wall, and the front wall is 

adjacent to the first side wall and the second side wall. The breaker strip forms at 

least a portion of an upper periphery of each of the front wall, the rear, wall, the first 

side wall, and the second side wall. The channel further includes a front channel 

formed in at least a portion of the breaker strip that forms at least a portion of an 

upper periphery of the front wall, a rear channel formed in at least a portion of the 

breaker strip that forms at least a portion of an upper periphery of the rear wall, a first 

side channel forned in at least a portion of the breaker strip that forrns at least a 

portion of an upper periphery of the first side wall, and a second side channel formed 

in at least a portion of the breaker strip that forms at least a portion of an upper 

periphery of the second side wall. Each of the front channel, rear channel, first side 

channel, and second side channel is configured to permit attachment of a storage 

container thereto.  
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100101 In still another example, the channel further includes a sloped portion.  

The sloped portion extends from a bottom portion of the channel toward an opening 

of the channel.  

[00111 In still another example, the channel further includes a first channel 

and a second channel. The first channel intersects the second channel at a corner of 

the compartment. Each of the first channel and the second channel includes a bottom 

portion and adjacent side portions. The adjacent side portions extend from the bottom 

portion in a substantially upward direction to form an opening of the channel. The 

corner includes a sloped portion that extends from the bottom portion of at least one 

of the first channel and the second channel toward the opening of at least one of the 

first channel and the second channel. In one example, the sloped portion includes a 

first sloped surface that extends from the bottom portion of the first channel toward 

the opening of the first channel and a second sloped surface that extends from the 

bottom portion of the second channel toward the opening of the second channel. At 

least a portion of the first sloped surface and the second sloped surface intersect at the 

corner of the compartment.  

[00121 In still another example, at least one of the plurality of insulated walls 

includes an inner liner and an outer shell between which is an insulation material. At 

least a portion of the breaker strip forming at least a portion of the upper periphery of 

the compartment extends between the inner liner and the outer shell. The channel is 

formed in the at least a portion of the breaker strip that extends between the inner liner 

and the outer shell. In one example, the channel includes a bottom portion and 

adjacent side portions. The adjacent side portions extend from the bottom portion in a 

substantially upward direction to form an opening of the channel.  

[00131 The first aspect of the disclosure may be provided alone or in 

combination with one or any combination of the examples of the first aspect of the 

disclosure discussed above.  

100141 In a second aspect of the disclosure, a chest freezer and a cantilevered 

storage container for the chest freezer include a channel configured to permit 

attachment of the cantilevered storage container thereto.  

[0015] In one example, the cantilevered storage container is configured to 

slide along the channel.  

[00161 In another example, the chest freezer further includes a mullion. At 

least a portion of the channel is arranged at an elevation below the mullion and is 
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configured to permit attachment of the cantilevered storage container thereto such that 

the cantilevered storage container can slide underneath the mullion along the channel.  

[00171 In yet another example, the channel includes a bottom portion and 

adjacent side portions. The adjacent side portions extend from the bottom portion in a 

substantially upward direction to form an opening of the channel. The cantilevered 

storage container includes an attachment member configured to engage at least a 

portion of the opening of the channel to attach the cantilevered storage container to 

the channel.  

100181 In still another example, the cantilevered storage container includes a 

first end and a second end, where the first end opposes the second end. The first end 

of the cantilevered storage container includes the attachment member configured to 

engage at least a portion of the opening of the channel. Between the first end and the 

second end of the cantilevered storage container, only the first end is attached to the 

channel.  

[00191 The second aspect of the disclosure may be provided alone or in 

combination with one or any combination of the examples of the second aspect of the 

disclosure discussed above.  

[00201 In a third aspect of the disclosure, a storage container for a chest 

freezer includes a first end opposite a second end. At least one of the first end and the 

second end includes an attachment member having a protrusion. The protrusion is 

configured to engage an opening of a channel of a chest freezer. The storage 

container is configured such that the first end and the second end cannot attach to the 

chest freezer at the same time.  

100211 In one example, the protrusion includes a hook shape configured to 

engage the opening of the channel of the chest freezer. The storage container is 

configured to hang from the channel by the hook shape.  

[0022] In another example, the storage container includes a support piece 

configured to provide leveling support for the storage container.  

[00231 In yet another example, the storage container further includes an 

aperture. The support piece is removable and includes a protrusion configured to be 

inserted into the aperture to attach the support piece to the storage container.  
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100241 The third aspect of the disclosure may be provided alone or in 

combination with one or any combination of the examples of the third aspect of the 

disclosure discussed above.  

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

[0025] These as well as other aspects of the disclosure are better understood 

when the following detailed description is read with reference to the accompanying 

drawings, in which: 

[00261 FIG. 1 illustrates a top perspective view of an example chest freezer 

according to examples of the disclosure; 

100271 FIG. 2 illustrates a perspective view of the example chest freezer of 

FIG. 1; 

100281 FIG. 3 illustrates a perspective view of a cantilevered storage 

container attached to the chest freezer of FIG. 1; 

[0029] FIG. 4 illustrates a perspective view of another cantilevered storage 

container attached to the chest freezer of FIG. 1; 

[00301 FIG. 5 illustrates a perspective view of another example chest freezer, 

including a mullion; 

[00311 FIG. 6 illustrates an example storage container for a chest freezer 

including a channel formed in a breaker strip of the chest freezer; 

100321 FIG. 7 illustrates the channel formed in the breaker strip of the chest 

freezer of FIG. 6 extending underneath a mullion; 

[0033] FIG. 8 illustrates a cross-sectional view of a channel fonned in a 

breaker strip of a chest freezer; 

[0034] FIG. 9 illustrates a top perspective view of a chest freezer, including a 

channel formed in a breaker strip; 

[00351 FIG. 10 illustrates in enlarged view of the channel formed in the 

breaker strip of the chest freezer of FIG. 9; 

[00361 FIG. 11 illustrates a cross-sectional view of the channel formed in the 

breaker strip of the chest freezer of FIG. 9; 

[0037] FIG. 12 illustrates a sloped portion in the channel formed in the 

breaker strip of the chest freezer of FIG. 9; 

[00381 FIGS. 13A and 13B illustrate an example cantilevered storage 

container for a chest freezer; 
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100391 FIGS. 14A and 14B illustrate another example cantilevered storage 

container for a chest freezer; and 

[00401 FIGS. 15A-15C illustrate an example of a removable support piece of 

a storage container for a chest freezer.  

DETAILED DESCRIPTION 

[00411 Examples will now be described more fully hereinafter with reference 

to the accompanying drawings in which example embodiments are shown. Whenever 

possible, the same reference numerals are used throughout the drawings to refer to the 

same or like parts. However, aspects may be embodied in many different forms and 

should not be construed as limited to the embodiments set forth herein.  

[00421 Referring to FIG. 1, a first example chest freezer 100 is provided with 

various example features that may be used either alone or in combination to provide 

storage options within the chest freezer 100. The chest freezer 100 can include a 

plurality of insulated walls 101 that form a compartment 102 having an upwardly 

facing opening 103. A door 105 can be configured to selectively provide access to the 

compartment 102 through the upwardly facing opening 103, A breaker strip 110 can 

form at least a portion of an upper periphery of the compartment 102. Additionally, a 

channel 120 can be formed in at least a portion of the breaker strip 110. As will be 

discussed more fully below, the channel 120 can be configured to permit attachment 

of a storage container 150 thereto. The storage container 150 can be provided in the 

chest freezer for storing various food and other items and can include features 

configured to permit attachment to the channel 120. Although not explicitly 

illustrated, it is to be understood that the chest freezer 100 can include an evaporator 

or other device configured to maintain the compartment 102 of the chest freezer 100 

at a temperature below zero degrees Centigrade.  

[00431 Turning to FIG. 2, the door 105 can further compise a hinge 106 or 

other member configured to provide rotational or pivotal support to the door 105 such 

that the door can be selectively rotated from a closed position restricting access to the 

compartment 102 to an open position permitting access to the compartment 102. The 

door 105 can also include a seal or gasket 107 around an edge of an inner face 108 of 

the door 105. The seal 107 can be configured to contact the breaker strip 110 when 

the door 105 is oriented in the closed position to help provide an airtight closure to the 

compartment 102.  
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100441 As shown in FIGS. 1 and 2, the breaker strip 110 and the channel 120 

can extend substantially continuously around the upper periphery of the compartment 

102. The breaker strip 110 can be extruded, bent, or otherwise formed to a desired 

profile or shape, various examples of which will be discussed more fully below. In 

some examples, the breaker strip 110 and the channel 120 can be a seamless 

component; while in other examples, the breaker strip 110 and the channel 120 can 

comprise one or more sections that can be arranged around the upper periphery of the 

compartment and connected together such that the breaker strip 110 and the channel 

120 extend substantially continuously around the upper periphery of the compartment 

102.  

[00451 In one example, as shown in FIG. 2, the plurality of walls 101 of the 

chest freezer 100 can include a front wall 201, a rear wall 202, a first side wall 203, 

and a second side wall 204. As shown, the front wall 201 can oppose the rear wall 

202 and the first side wall 203 can oppose the second side wall 204. Further, the front 

wall 201 can be adjacent to the first side wall 203 and the second side wall 204. The 

breaker strip 110 can form at least a portion of an upper periphery of each of the front 

wall 201, the rear wall 202., the first side wall 203., and the second side wall 204. The 

channel 120 can include a front channel 221 formed in at least a portion of the breaker 

strip (e.g. front breaker strip 211) that forms at least a portion of an upper periphery of 

the front wall 201. The channel 120 can further include a rear channel 222 formed in 

at least a portion of the breaker strip (e.g. rear breaker strip 212) that forms at least a 

portion of an upper periphery of the rear wall 202. Still further, the channel 120 can 

include a first side channel 223 formed in at least a portion of the breaker strip (e.g.  

first side breaker strip 213) that forms at least a portion of an upper periphery of the 

first side wall 203, and a second side channel 224 formed in at least a portion of the 

breaker strip (e.g. second side breaker strip 214) that forms at least a portion of an 

upper periphery of the second side wall 204. Each of the front channel 221, rear 

channel 222, first side channel 223, and second side channel 224 can be configured to 

permit attachment of a storage container 150 thereto. As will be described more fully 

below, various sized storage containers can be provided with various features that can 

be included either alone or in combination to attach the storage container to the chest 

freezer. In other examples, the channel 120 may be formed in the breaker strip 110 

forming the upper periphery of only one as well as more than one of any of the 

plurality of walls 101.  
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100461 The first example chest freezer 100 is also shown in FIG. 3 and 

includes a cantilevered storage container 175. The chest freezer 100 includes the 

breaker strip 110 and the channel 120 formed in the breaker strip 110. The channel 

120 is configured to permit attachment of the cantilevered storage container 175 

thereto. As shown by arrow 180, the cantilevered storage container can be configured 

to slide along the channel 120 to provide a user flexibility with respect to options for 

storage and placement of storage containers in the chest freezer. The chest freezer 

100 includes another example storage container 185, the side perspective view of 

which is shown in FIG. 4, As shown in FIG. 4, the channel 120 includes a bottom 

portion 112 and adjacent side portions 113, 114. The adjacent side portions 113, 114 

extend from the bottom portion 112 in a substantially upward direction to form an 

opening of the channel 120. The cantilevered storage container 185 includes an 

attachment member 190 configured to engage at least a portion of the opening of the 

channel 120 to attach the cantilevered storage container 185 to the channel 120.  

[00471 Turning back to FIG. 3, the cantilevered storage container 175 

includes a first end 176 and a second end 177, where the first end 176 opposes the 

second end 177. Similarly, as shown in FIG. 4, the other cantilevered storage 

container 185 also includes a first end 186 and a second end 187, where the first end 

186 opposes the second end 187. The first end 186 of the cantilevered storage 

container 185 comprises the attachment member 190 configured to engage at least a 

portion of the opening of the channel 120. Therefore, between the first end 186 and 

the second end 187 of the cantilevered storage container 185, only the first end 186 is 

attached to the channel 120. Likewise, between the first end 176 and the second end 

177 of the cantilevered storage container 175, only the first end 176 is attached to the 

channel 120. For purposes of this disclosure, the term "cantilevered" is intended to 

refer to the scenario where a storage container is attached or supported on one end, 

while an opposing end is substantially free from attachment or support. A 

cantilevered storage container includes a storage container that attaches to the chest 

freezer on one end (e.g. one side of a basket) and remains free from attachment on an 

opposing end (e.g. an opposing side of the basket). The term "cantilevered" is not to 

be lirnited, however, to only a single attachment point or a single attachment member.  

For example, as shown in FIG. 4, the cantilevered storage container 185 can include a 

support piece 195 configured to provide leveling support to the cantilevered storage 

container 185. The cantilevered storage container 185, including the support piece 
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195 is to be understood as "cantilevered" with respect to its attachment inside the 

chest freezer 100. In contrast, the storage container 150, illustrated in FIG. 1, that 

includes opposing ends, both of which attach to the channel 120 of the chest freezer 

100 at the same time is not "cantilevered" for purposes of this disclosure.  

100481 A first example cantilevered storage container 300 is provided in 

FIGS. 13A and 13B. while a second example cantilevered storage container 400 is 

provided in FIGS. 14A and 14B. The first example cantilevered storage container 

300 includes a first end 301 opposite a second end 302. The first end 301 includes an 

attachment member 305 configured to attach to a chest freezer. Between the first end 

301 and the second end 302 only the first end 301 is configured to attach to the chest 

freezer. For example, the first end 301 and the second end 302 cannot attach to the 

chest freezer at the same time. The attachment member 305 includes a protrusion 306 

configured to engage an opening of a channel of the chest freezer. As shown, the 

upper periphery of the storage container 300 can include a formed edge 330 that 

extends around the upper periphery of the storage container 300. The formed edge 

330 can include handles 331, 332 to enable a user to lift and/or slide the storage 

container 300. The attachment member 305, including the protrusion 306, can be 

integrally formed in the storage container 300 as a part of the formed edge 330. The 

storage container 300 can further include a plurality of holes 310 arranged in the 

storage container 300 for, among other purposes, permitting air circulation within and 

around the storage container 300.  

[0049] Additionally, the storage container 300 can include a support piece 325 

configured to provide leveling support for the storage container 300. For example, 

when the storage container 300 is attached to the channel of a chest freezer in a 

cantilevered fashion, it may have a tendency to hang askew (e.g. drift toward a side 

wall of the chest freezer) based on the center of gravity of the storage container with 

respect to is cantilevered attachment to the chest freezer. Accordingly, the support 

piece 325 can be provided to hold the storage container in a level position (e.g. away 

from the side wall of the chest freezer). The first example cantilevered storage 

container 300 is provided in a rectangular, basket shape; however, other shapes and 

dimensions can be provided in other examples. One such example is shown in FIGS.  

14A-14B where the second example cantilevered storage container 400 is provided 

with a square or cube shape. The second example cantilevered storage container 400 

can include the same or similar features as the first example cantilevered storage 
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container 300, including an attachment member 405, a plurality of holes 410, and a 

support piece 425.  

[00501 As shown in FIGS. 15A-15C, in some examples, the support piece 425 

can be removable to enable stacking of storage containers (e.g. one in another) when 

the removable support piece 425 is removed. Referring to FIG. 15A, the storage 

container 400 can include an aperture 450. The aperture 450 can be formed at an 

edge or corner of the storage container 400 between a lateral wall 451 and a bottom 

wall 452 of the storage container 400. In other examples, the aperture 450 can be 

formed in any part of the storage container 400. Further, the removable support piece 

425 can include a protrusion 426 configured to be inserted into the aperture 450 to 

attach the reniovable support piece 425 to the storage container 400. As shown in 

FIG. 15B, the protrusion 426 can abut an inner surface of the storage container (e.g.  

an inner surface of lateral wall 451). As further shown in FIG. 15C, the removable 

support piece 425 can be inserted into the aperture 450 such that another protrusion 

427 attaches to the storage container 300. In one example, the removable support 

piece 425 can snap into the aperture 450. As shown, the other protrusion 427 can also 

abut an inner surface of the storage container (e.g. an inner surface of the bottom wall 

452). In other examples, the removable support piece 425 can include an end 430 

configured to contact an inner wall of the chest freezer. The end 430 can include a 

material configured to prevent scratching of the inner wall of the chest freezer, such 

as plastic, rubber, or other non-abrasive material.  

[0051] A second example chest freezer 500 in shown in FIG. 5. This chest 

freezer can include the same or similar features as the first example chest freezer 100 

described above, including the breaker strip 110 and the channel 120 formed in the 

breaker strip 110. In addition, the second example chest freezer 500 includes a 

mullion 550 extending across the upwardly facing opening between an opposing two 

of the plurality of insulated walls. The mullion 550 defines a first region 551 and a 

second region 552 of the upwardly facing opening. Furthermore, the door of the chest 

freezer 500 is a split door having a first door 501 and a second door 502. The first 

door 501 is configured to selectively provide access to the compartment through the 

first region 551 and the second door 502 is configured to selectively provide access to 

the compartment through the second region 552. The first door 501 can include a first 

light 531 configured to illuminate the first region 551 when the first door 501 is 

oriented to permit access to the compartment. The first light 531 can be further 
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configured to operate according to a sensor 533 configured to detect when the first 

door 501 is opened and illumination of the first region 551 is desirable. Likewise, the 

second door 502 can include a second light 532 configured to illuminate the second 

region 552 when the second door 502 is oriented to permit access to the compartment.  

The second light 532 can be further configured to operate according to a sensor 534 

configured to detect when the second door 502 is opened and illumination of the 

second region 552 is desirable. The first light 531 and the second light 532 can be 

configured to operate independently of each other.  

100521 In some examples, the mullion 550 can be removable; while in other 

examples, the mullion 550 can be permanently fixed in the chest freezer. Further, the 

mullion 550 can be configured to provide a seal between a portion of the first door 

(e.g. first edge 503) when the first door 501 is oriented to restrict access to the 

compartment through the first region 551. Similarly, the mullion 550 can be 

configured to provide a seal between a portion of the second door (e.g. second edge 

504) when the second door 502 is oriented to restrict access to the compartment 

through the second region 552. As noted, the chest freezer 500 can include the 

breaker strip 110 and the channel 120 formed in the breaker strip 110, with the 

understanding that any of the features of other example breaker strips and channels 

disclosed herein can also be included. As shown, at least a portion of the channel 120 

can be arranged at an elevation below the mullion 550. Thus, the channel 120 can be 

configured to permit attachment of a storage container 150 to the channel such that 

the storage container 150 can slide underneath the mullion 550 along the channel 120 

(as shown by arrow 560). In one example, the storage container 150 can slide 

underneath the mullion 550 along the channel 120 when at least one of the first door 

501 and the second door 502 is oriented to restrict access to the compartment. To 

enable the storage container 150 to slide along the channel 120 underneath the 

mullion 550, the channel 120 can extend under the mullion 550 from a first location 

located in the first region 551 to a second location located in the second region 552.  

[00531 Turning to FIG. 6, a cross-sectional view taken from a side of the 

second example chest freezer 500 is provided with the doors removed for clarity. As 

shown, the chest freezer 500 can include two insulated walls that oppose each other 

(e.g. front wall 601 and rear wall 602), The breaker strip 110 forms at least a portion 

of an upper periphery of the fr-ont wall 601 and at least a portion of an upper periphery 

of the rear wall 602 (e.g. front breaker strip 611 and rear breaker strip 612). The 
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channel 120 can include a front channel 621 formed in at least a portion of the front 

breaker strip 611 and a rear channel 622 formed in at least a portion of the rear 

breaker strip 612. The front channel 621 and the rear channel 622 are configured to 

respectively permit attachment of a first end 651 and a second end 652 of a storage 

container 150 thereto such that the storage container 150 can slide underneath the 

mullion 550 along the front channel 621 and the rear channel 622. It is to be 

understood that the front breaker strip 611 and the front channel 621 can have a 

different shape than the rear breaker strip 612 and the rear channel 622, as illustrated.  

In other examples, one, more than one, or all of the breaker strips and channels of the 

chest freezer can include the same or different shape. As illustrated in FIG. 7, the 

channel 120 can be arranged below and extend underneath the mul lion 550. It is to be 

understood that this disclosure contemplates any of the storage containers 150, 

including the cantilevered storage containers 175, 185, as well as those storage 

containers not explicitly described herein that can be configured to attach to the 

channel 120 below the mullion 550 and configured to slide along the channel 120 

underneath the mullion 550.  

[00541 Turning to FIG. 8, a cross-sectional view of an example breaker strip 

810 and example channel 820 are provided with the understanding that the example 

breaker strip 810 and example channel 820 can be included in any chest freezer alone 

or in combination with any of the example features disclosed herein. As shown, an 

example door 805 (e.g. the door 105 or the split door with first door 501 and second 

door 502) and an example seal or gasket 807 can be provided to abut the breaker strip 

810 forming a sealed enclosure and restricting access to the compartment.  

Additionally, the insulated wall can include an outer shell 801 and an inner liner 802.  

An insulation material 803 (e.g. foamed-in insulation) or other material can be 

provided between the inner liner 802 and the outer shell 801. The breaker strip 810 

can form at least a portion of the upper periphery of the compartment and can extend 

between the inner liner 802 and the outer shell 801. For example, the breaker strip 

800 can include an outer portion 814 that extends over and/or around the outer shell 

801 to form an outside edge of the upper periphery of the compartment. Similarly, 

the breaker strip 810 can include an inner portion 816 that extends over and/or around 

the inner shell 802 to forn an inner edge of the upper periphery of the compartment.  

The channel 820 can be formed in the portion of the breaker strip 810 that extends 

between the inner liner 802 and the outer shell 801.  
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100551 As further shown, the channel 820 can include a bottom portion 812 

and adjacent side portions 811 and 813. The adjacent side portions 811, 813 can 

extend from the bottom portion 812 in a substantially upward direction to form an 

opening of the channel 820. The channel can include a lip portion 815 that extends 

from the opening of the channel 820 towards the compartment of the chest freezer.  

The inner wall 802 can provide structural support to the lip portion 815 of the channel 

820. A storage container 850 can be provided in the chest freezer to attach to the 

channel 820. The storage container 850 can include an attachment member 851 

configured to attach to the opening of the channel 820. The attachment member 851 

can include a hook-shaped protrusion that spans the lip portion 815 of the channel 820 

and engages the opening of the channel 820. The storage container 850 can hang 

from the channel 820 by the hook-shaped protrusion. The storage container 850 can 

further include a support piece 852 configured to provide leveling support to the 

storage container 850.  

[00561 FIG. 9 shows another example chest freezer 900. The chest freezer 

900 includes a breaker strip 910 and a channel 920 formed in the breaker strip 910.  

The breaker strip 910 forms an upper periphery of each of a front wall 901, a rear wall 

902, and adjacent side walls 903, 904. The channel 920 is formed in the breaker strip 

910 along the upper periphery of the rear wall 902 and the adjacent side walls 903, 

904. The front wall 901 includes a recessed portion 905 along its upper periphery to 

enable a user to more easily reach into the compartment of the chest freezer 900. An 

enlarged view of the breaker strip 910 and channel 920 is shown in FIG. 10. The 

channel is configured to permit attachment of a storage container thereto and includes 

a lip portion 915 that can provide attachment support to the storage container. As 

shown in FIG. 11, a cross-sectional view of the breaker strip 910 and channel 920 

shows a sloped portion 930 extending from a bottom portion of the channel 920 

toward an opening of the channel 920. The sloped portion 930 can be configured to 

promote removal of debris (e.g. crumbs, dust, and dirt) that may accumulate in the 

channel 920. For example, the sloped portion 930 can enable a user to gather or push 

the debris along the channel 920 toward the sloped portion 930 and up the sloped 

portion 930 toward the opening of the channel 920 where the debris can be removed 

and disposed of accordingly.  

[00571 Another example of an embodiment configured to promote removal of 

debris within the channel 920 is shown in FIG. 12, where the channel 920 includes a 
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first channel 921 and a second channel 922. As shown, the first channel 921 

intersects the second channel 922 at a corner 923 of the corn partment. Further, each 

of the first channel 921 and the second channel 922 includes a bottom portion 924, 

927 and adjacent side portions 925, 926 and 928, 929. The adjacent side portions 

925, 926 and 928, 929 extend from the bottom portions 924, 927 in a substantially 

upward direction to form an opening of the channel 920. The corner 923 comprises 

another sloped portion 935 that extends from the bottom portion 924, 927 of at least 

one of the first channel 921 and the second channel 922 toward the opening of at least 

one of the first channel 921 and the second channel 922, In one example, the other 

sloped portion 935 can include a first sloped surface 936 that extends from the bottom 

portion 924 of the first channel 921 toward the opening of the first channel 921 and a 

second sloped surface 937 that extends from the bottom portion 927 of the second 

channel 922 toward the opening of the second channel 922. In another example, at 

least a portion of the first sloped surface 936 and the second sloped surface 937 

intersect at the corner 935 of the compartment. As shown., the first sloped surface 936 

and the second sloped surface 937 can intersect and form a sloped region 938 that is 

further configured to promote the removal of debris from the channel 920. It is to be 

understood that other configurations, including those not explicitly illustrated, 

wherein the channel includes a sloped portion are contemplated by this disclosure.  

[00581 It will be apparent to those skilled in the art that various modifications 

and variations can be made to the present disclosure without departing from the spirit 

and scope of the subject matter claimed.  
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CLAIMS 

What is claimed is: 

1. A chest fr-eezer conprising: 

a plurality of insulated walls forming a compartment that comprises an 

upwardly facing opening; 

a door configured to selectively provide access to the compartment through 

the upwardly facing opening; 

a breaker strip forming at least a portion of an upper periphery of the 

compartment; and 

a channel formed in at least a portion of the breaker strip, wherein the channel 

is configured to permit attachment of a storage container thereto.  

2. The chest freezer of claim 1, further comprising: 

a mullion extending across the upwardly facing opening between an opposing 

two of the plurality of insulated walls and defining a first region and a second region 

of the upwardly facing opening, wherein 

the door is a split door comprising a first door adjacent to a second door, 

wherein the first door is configured to selectively provide access to the compartment 

through the first region and the second door is configured to selectively provide 

access to the compartment through the second region, wherein 

the mullion is configured to provide a seal between at least one of a portion of 

the first door when the first door is oriented to restrict access to the compartment and 

a portion of the second door when the second door is oriented to restrict access to the 

compartment; and wherein 

at least a portion of the channel is arranged at an elevation below the mullion, 

wherein the at least a portion of the channel is configured to permit attachment of a 

storage container thereto such that the storage container can slide underneath the 

mullion along the channel.  

3. The chest freezer of claim 2, wherein the storage container can slide underneath 

the mullion along the channel when at least one of the first door and the second door 

is oriented to restrict access to the compartment.  
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4. The chest freezer of claim 2, wherein the at least a portion of the channel arranged 

at an elevation below the mullion extends under the mullion from a first location 

located in the first region to a second location located in the second region.  

5. The chest freezer of claim 2, wherein the opposing two of the plurality of insulated 

walls comprises: 

a front wall that opposes a rear wall, wherein the breaker strip forms at least a 

portion of an upper periphery of the front wall and at least a portion of an upper 

periphery of the rear wall, wherein the channel further comprises a front channel 

formed in at least a portion of the breaker strip that forms at least a portion of an 

upper periphery of the front wall and a rear channel formed in at least a portion of the 

breaker strip that forms at least a portion of an upper periphery of the rear wall, and 

wherein 

the front channel and the rear channel are configured to respectively permit 

attachment of a first end and a second end of a storage container thereto such that the 

storage container can slide underneath the mullion along the front channel and the 

rear channel.  

6. The chest freezer of claim 1, wherein the plurality of insulated walls comprises: 

a front wall, a rear wall, a first side wall, and a second side wail; wherein the 

front wall opposes the rear wall, the first side wall opposes the second side wall, and 

the front wail is adjacent to the first side wall and the second side wall, wherein 

the breaker strip forms at least a portion of an upper periphery of each of the 

front wall, the rear, wall, the first side wall, and the second side wall, wherein 

the channel further comprises a front channel formed in at least a portion of 

the breaker strip that forms at least a portion of an upper periphery of the front wall, a 

rear channel formed in at least a portion of the breaker strip that forms at least a 

portion of an upper periphery of the rear wall, a first side channel formed in at least a 

portion of the breaker strip that forms at least a portion of an upper periphery of the 

first side wall, and a second side channel formed in at least a portion of the breaker 

strip that forms at least a portion of an upper periphery of the second side wall, and 

wherein 

each of the front channel, rear channel, first side channel, and second side 

channel is configured to permit attachment of a storage container thereto.  
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7. The chest freezer of claim 1, wherein the channel further comprises: 

a sloped portion, extending from a bottom portion of the channel toward an 

opening of the channel.  

8. The chest freezer of claim 1, wherein the channel further comprises: 

a first channel and a second channel, wherein the first channel intersects the 

second channel at a corner of the compartment, wherein each of the first channel and 

the second channel comprises a bottom portion and adjacent side portions, wherein 

the adjacent side portions extend from the bottom portion in a substantially upward 

direction to forrn an opening of the channel, and wherein the corner comprises a 

sloped portion, wherein the sloped portion extends from the bottom portion of at least 

one of the first channel and the second channel toward the opening of at least one of 

the first channel and the second channel.  

9. The chest freezer of claim 8, wherein the sloped portion comprises a first sloped 

surface that extends from the bottom portion of the first channel toward the opening 

of the first channel and a second sloped surface that extends from the bottom portion 

of the second channel toward the opening of the second channel, and wherein at least 

a portion of the first sloped surface and the second sloped surface intersect at the 

corner of the compartment.  

10. The chest freezer of claim 1, wherein at least one of the plurality of insulated 

walls comprises an inner liner and an outer shell between which comprises an 

insulation material, wherein at least a portion of the breaker strip forming at least a 

portion of the upper periphery of the compartment extends between the inner liner and 

the outer shell, and wherein the channel is formed in the at least a portion of the 

breaker strip that extends between the inner liner and the outer shell.  

11. The chest freezer of claim 10, wherein the channel comprises a bottom portion 

and adjacent side portions, wherein the adjacent side portions extend from the bottom 

portion in a substantially upward direction to forn an opening of the channel.  
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12. A chest freezer and a cantilevered storage container for the chest freezer, wherein 

the chest freezer comprises a channel configured to permit attachment of the 

cantilevered storage container thereto.  

13. The chest freezer and cantilevered storage container for the chest freezer of claim 

12. wherein the cantilevered storage container is configured to slide along the 

channel.  

14. The chest freezer and cantilevered storage container for the chest freezer of claim 

12, wherein the chest freezer further comprises a mullion and wherein at least a 

portion of the channel is arranged at an elevation below the mul lion, wherein the at 

least a portion of the channel is configured to permit attachment of the cantilevered 

storage container thereto such that the cantilevered storage container can slide 

underneath the mullion along the channel.  

15, The chest freezer and cantilevered storage container for the chest freezer of claim 

12, wherein the channel comprises a bottom portion and adjacent side portions, 

wherein the adjacent side portions extend from the bottom portion in a substantially 

upward direction to form an opening of the channel, and wherein the cantilevered 

storage container comprises an attachment member configured to engage at least a 

portion of the opening of the channel to attach the cantilevered storage container to 

the channel.  

16. The chest freezer and cantilevered storage container for the chest freezer of claim 

15, wherein the canti levered storage container comprises a first end and a second end, 

wherein the first end opposes the second end, wherein the first end of the cantilevered 

storage container comprises the attachment member configured to engage at least a 

portion of the opening of the channel, and wherein, between the first end and the 

second end of the cantilevered storage container, only the first end is attached to the 

channel.  

17. A storage container for a chest freezer comprising: 

a first end opposite a second end, wherein at least one of the first end and the 

second end comprises an attachment member having a protrusion configured to 
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engage an opening of a channel of a chest freezer, and wherein the storage container 

is configured such that the first end and the second end cannot attach to the chest 

freezer at the same time.  

18. The storage container for a chest freezer of claim 17, wherein the protrusion 

comprises a hook shape configured to engage the opening of the channel of the chest 

freezer, wherein the storage container is configured to hang from the channel by the 

hook shape.  

19. The storage container for a chest freezer of claim 17, wherein the storage 

container comprises a support piece configured to provide leveling support for the 

storage container.  

20. The storage container for a chest freezer of claim 19, wherein the storage 

container further comprises an aperture, and wherein the support piece is removable 

and comprises a protrusion configured to be inserted into the aperture to attach the 

support piece to the storage container.  
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