Oct. 27, 1964 E. STRANGE 3,154,056
FINGER RING PENCIL HOLDER

Filed May 1, 1961

— 0
22,
g
INVENTOR.
LOWACD — STRANGE

4
A roeners



United States Patent O

3,154,056
Patented Oct. 27, 1964

fice

1

3,154,056
FINGER RING PENCIL HOLDER
Edward Strange, 33 Dater Ave,, Saddle River, N.J.
Filed May 1, 1961, Ser. No. 106,771
3 Claims, (Cl 120—106)

This invention relates to pencil holders, and more par-
ticularly to a finger ring pencil holder.

The operator of a keyboard device, typically small
business machines such as an adding machine, a calcu-
lator, a bookkeeping machine, etc., frequently types num-
bers by depressing keys while looking at a cashbook or
a ledger or the like, and then pencil checks the items
from time to time as they are copied on the machine.
Usually a pencil is left at the ledger, and must be picked
up and put down each time a check is made, resulting
in considerable loss of time. The pencil may roll away,
with further lost motion and time.

The general object of the present invention is to over-
come the foregoing difficulty, and to provide a pencil
holder which keeps the pencil immediately and readily
available in the hand of the operator, but without inter-
fering with the keyboard operation.

To accomplish the foregoing general object, and other
more specific objects which will hereinafter appear, the
invention resides in the finger ring pencil holder and
the elements thereof as are hereinafter more particularly
described in the following specification. The specifica-
tion is accompanied by a drawing in which:

FIG. 1 is a perspective view showing the position of
the pencil during keyboard operation;

FIG. 2 is a perspective view showing the position of
the pencil when writing;

FIG. 3 is a perspective view showing a finger ring pencil
holder embodying features of my invention;

FIG. 4 is a section taken approximately in the plane
of the line 4—4 of FIG. 3; and

FIG. 5 is a plan view.

Referring to the drawing, and more particularly to
FIGS. 3, 4, and 5, the pencil holder comprises a finger
ring 12 designed for use on the index finger, and having
a loop 14 of helical spring wire secured to the botiom
of the ring. This loop normally lies in a plane generally
parallel to the bottom of the ring and offset to the right,
as is best shown in FIGS. 4 and 5. The loop 14 is cir-
cumferentially expandable to receive and frictionally hold
a pencil slid therethrough, as indicated by the pencil 16
in FIGS. 1, 2, and 5. Because the loop tends fo turn
the right end of the pencil upward, the pencil normally
underlies the hand, as shown in FIG. 1, but it is readily
turned to the writing position shown in FIG. 2 by tem-
posary yielding of the spring loop. When the hand re-
turns from writing position to keyboard operation, the
pencil instantly and automatically flips back from the
position shown in FIG. 2 to that shown in FIG. 1, with-
out any attention to the matter on the part of the operator.

The change from FIG. 1 to FIG. 2 requires manipu-
lation of the pencil, but is surprisingly quick and easy,
largely because a slight upward flick by the thumb turns
the point of the pencil downward into writing position,
and the fingers readily close on the pencil near the pointed
end thereof.

Considering the construction in greater detail, the finger
ring 12 preferably has a lateral extension 18 at the bot-
tom, this extending rearward, that is, toward the wrist.
The loop of helical spring wire is preferably a standard
pull spring of small size, with the usual eyes at the ends.
These eyes are in a plane parallel to the longitudinal axis
of the spring. A rivet or eyelet 28 passes through both
eyes and through a small hole in the lateral extension
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18. 'This hole is preferably offset somewhat toward the
left side of the extension, as shown in FIG. 5.

Because the rivet passes through eyes which lie in the
plane of the loop, the loop remains approximately par-
allel to the extension 18. At the time of the riveting
operation the loop is positioned to the right of the rivet,
when looking from above, as shown in FIG. 5, and the
rivet is tight enough to hold the loop in this desired posi-
tion. When a pencil is slid through the loop, which is
done with the point going from left to right, the pencil
itself serves to turn the loop from the normally approxi-
mately horizontal position shown in solid lines at 14 in
FIG. 5, to a vertical position shown in broken lines at
14’. 1t is the tendency of the loop to return to the hori-
zontal position 14 that holds the pencil lightly upward
against the bottom of the hand, as shown in FIG. 1, and
as also shown in broken lines at 18’ in FIG. 5.

The ring is preferably split at the top as shown at 22,
thus making its size adjustable to fit the index finger of
the wearer, it being understood that the material of the
ring is bendable under hand pressure.

The spring may be so positioned that the pencil ex-
tends directly to the right, as indicated by the broken
line 3@ in FIG. 5, which line is at right angles to the
axis of the index finger suggested in broken lines at F.
The pencil may be turned somewhat clockwise to a posi-
tion as shown in broken lines at 16’. This is a desirable
position because in the usual hand the junctions of the
fingers with the palm of the hand are on a line which
slopes somewhat rearward or toward the wrist. Dif-
ferently expressed, the pencil may underlie the knuckles.

However, the device operates well over a range of
angle, and the pencil may extend at a greater angle rear-
ward, as shown by the broken line 32, or at an angle
forward, as shown by the broken line 34. I believe the
rearward slope suggested by line 32 should not exceed
30 degrees from the perpendicular position shown by
line 30, and that the forward slope suggested by line 34
preferably should not exceed 5 degrees beyond the per-
pendicular position shown by line 30. The rearward
position is favored because of the angle of the knuckles,
as mentioned above, but an excessive rearward angle
places the left end of the pencil out of easy reach of the
thumb, so that the pencil is not as easily flipped into
writing position. A forward angle of the pencil is limited
because the pencil should not interfere with the free typ-
ing action of the fingers against the keys of the machine.

The rearward extension 18 of the ring is employed for
much the same reason, that is, to keep the position of
the pencil rearward or behind the finger joints, where
there will be no interference with easy rapid typing move-
ment by the fingers.

Tt is believed that the construction and method of use
of my improved finger ring pencil holder, as well as the
advantages thereof, will be apparent from the foregoing
detailed description. It will be understood that the rela-
tion of the parts may be reversed in a ring intended for
left hand operation. It will also be apparent that while
I have shown and described the invention in a preferred
form, changes may be made in the structure shown with-
out departing from the scope of the invention, as sought
to be defined in the following claims. In the claims
the reference to the spring being disposed to the right
of the rivet is intended for normal right-hand use, and is
not intended to exclude disposition to the left of the rivet
for a left-handed person.

I claim:

1. A pencil holder for use while operating a keyboard,
said holder comprising a finger ring designed for use on
the index finger and having a lateral extension which is
placed at the boitom of the ring and extending rearward



3,154,056

when the ring is worn, a loop of helical spring wire the
ends of which are secured to said extension by fastener
means at the ends of the loop, said loop when empty
lying in a plane approximately parallel to the extension
and disposed toward the right of said extension, said loop
being dimensioned to receive and frictionally hold a pencil
passed therethrough, whereby said pencil normally as-
sumes a rest position in which it underlies the hand in
a direction transverse to the lengthwise direction of the
fingers without interfering with keyboard operation, the
spring then being bent about its ends from a generally
horizontal to a generally vertical plane by the pencil, and
said spring by its return force then serving to hold the
writing end of the pencil upward in its rest positicn
against the bottom of the hand, but said spring being
readily turned to writing position by temporary yielding
of the spring loop to a plane generally parallel to the
plane of the ring, the pencil when released springing back
instantly to its rest position beneath the hand.

2. A pencil holder for use while operating a keyboard,
said holder comprising a finger ring designed for use on
the index finger and having a lateral extension which is
placed at the bottom of the ring and extending rearward
when the ring is worn, a loop of helical spring wire the
ends of which have eyes which are riveted to said exten-
sion, said loop when empty lying in a plane approxi-
mately parallel to the extension and disposed toward the
right of said extension, said loop being dimensioned to
receive and frictionally hold a pencil passed therethrough,
whereby said pencil normally assumes a rest position in
which it underlies the hand in a direction transverse to
the lengthwise direction of the fingers without interfering
with keyboard operation, the spring then being bent about
its -ends from a generally horizontal to a generally ver-
tical plane by the pencil, and said spring by its return
force then serving to hold the writing end of the pencil
upward in its rest position against the bottom of the
hand, but said spring being readily turned to writing posi-
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tion by temporary yielding of the spring loop to a plane
generally parallel to the plane of the ring, the pencil when
released springing back instantly to its rest position be-
neath the hand.

3. A pencil holder for use while operating a keyboard,
said holder comprising a finger ring designed for use on
the index finger and having a lateral extension which is
placed at the bottom of the ring and extending rearward
when the ring is worn, a lcop of helical spring wire the
ends of which have eyes which are riveted to said exten-
sion, said locop when empty lying in a plane approxi-
mately parallel to the extension and disposed toward the
right of said extension, said loop being dimensioned to
receive and frictionally hold a pencil passed therethrough,
whereby said pencil normally assumes a rest position in
which it underlies the hand in a direction transverse to
the lengthwise direction of the fingers without interfering
with keyboard operation, the spring then being bent about
its ends from a generally horizontal to a generally ver-
tical plane by the pencil, and said spring by its return
force then serving to hold the writing end of the pencil
upward in its rest position against the bottom of the
hand, but said spring being readily turned to writing posi-
tion by temporary yielding of the spring loop to a plane
generally parallel to the plane of the ring, the pencil
when released springing back instantly to its rest position
beneath the hand, said ring being split at the top and
being bendable for adjustment of size to fit the index
finger of the wearer.
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