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To all whony 6 My concern :
‘Be it known that I, JosEPH WILLIAMS, of

San José, county of Santa Clara, and State of |

California, have invented an Improvement in
‘Window-Blinds; and I hereby declare the fol-
lowingto be a full, clear, and exact description
thereof. :

Myinvention relates to the classof window-
blinds, and to certain new and useful improve-
ments therein. -

My invention consists ina series of slats unit-
ed by a flexible connection and sliding upon
rods or guides, upon which they are mounted
in such manner as to enable them to slide back
and forth on said guides, and to turnfrom one
position to a position at right”angles to open
or closethe window, as I shall hereinafter fally
explain.

It consists, also, in certaih minor details of.

construction. : :

The object of my invention is to providean
easy-working, effective, and economical win-
dow-Dblind.

Referring to. the accompanying drawings,
Figure1isaperspective view of myinvention,
showing one side of the blind openand the oth-
er closed.  Fig. 2is a view of one of the slats.
Fig. 81s a horizontal section of the same.

I have here shown my invention in connec-
tion with a door in which a light or window is
made. '

A isthe frame in which the door Bishinged
and fitted. ' ’

C is the window-light in the door.

D are the slats of the window-blind.

E arerodssecured in pieces ¢, screwed to the
door. These rods pass through each slat, top

- and bottom, at their longitudinal centers, and
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grooves d are made in the surface of the slats
‘in line with the rods. -These grooves extend
on the faces of the slats from the center to one
edge, while on the reverse they extend from the
center tothe other edge, and edch groove deep-
ens toward the center, whereby a slanting hole
ismade through which the rods pass. Thisen-

ables theslats, inaddition to sliding back and
forth, to turn on the rods from a position edge-
wisetoa position very nearly flat. Small cords
or chains T are secured to pieces ¢ and to each |
slat near one edge, and are so adjusted as. to
length that the slats cannot separate one from

another, except so far that when in a flat posi-
tion their edges shall slightly overlap.

To the pieces ¢ are secured pieces f, parallel
with and projecting over the door-frame to the
edge of the window-light. These, with the
pieces e, form casings H, in which the blinds,

‘when drawn back and turned edgewise into

small compass, are adapted to fit and thus be
out of sight.

G is a catch secured to the innermost slat of
each blind, and adapted to engage with aneye
or staple, g, on the piece e. This cateh holds
the blind in position, when opened, prevent-
ing it from being pulled too far or from being
pushed back. Inmy blind, Iintend, as inother
blinds,to have one on each side—above and be-
low—separating oppositely and meeting in the
center, each part being wholly independent of
the other.

The operation of my blind isas follows: When
closed up in their casings the slats lie edgewise
and areabout flush with the edge of the casing.
To draw theblind, I take hold of the slat at the
edge and pull it along the rods. As the con-
necting-cord begins tolengthen out and reaches
its limit of extension, it turns all the slats flat,
when the blind is closed. By manipulating
each slat, I may open the blind partially, if I
so desire. To closeit, I turn the leading slat
edgewise and push it back. The others all
turn in succession when they receive the press-
ure, and all are forced into @ small compass
within the casing.

This blind can readily be fitted to any win-
dow. :

Hayving thus deseribed my invention, what I
claim as new, and desire to secure by Letters
Patent, is— . ~

1. In a window-blind, the combination of
transverse guides witha series of independant
slats mounted thereon in such a manner as to
turn from one position to a position at right
angles, and a flexible connection between said
slats, whereby they may act in unison as a
blind, substantially as herein described.

2.-In & window-blind, the guide-rods E, in
combination with the slats D, having inclined
soclkets and girooves d, through which said
rods pass, whereby said slats may turn from
one position to a position at right angles, sub-
stantially as herein described.
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3. In a window-blind, the guide-rods E, in
combination with the slats D, pivoted to slide
thereon and to turn from one position to a po-
sition at right angles, as shown, and the cord
or chain F, secured to the main frame and to
each slat,whereby saidslatsarelimited in their
sliding movement and cansed to act in unison
as & blind, substantially as herein described.

4. In a window-Dblind, the guide-rods I3, in
combination with the pivoted sliding slats D
thereon, as described, and the cateh G, secured
tothe leading slat, and adapted to engage with
an eye on the main frame, substantially as
herein deseribed.

5. Inawindow-blind, the casings I, formned
on the frame, and the guide-rods E, in combi-
nation with the connected slats D, mounted
on said rods and adapted to slide back and
forth thereon, and turn from one position toa
position at right angles, whereby they may,
when drawn back, be fitted withinsaid casings,
substantially as herein deseribed.

In witness whercof T have hereunto set my
hand.

JOSEPH WILLIAMS.

Wilnesses:

C. D. CoLg,
J. H. Broop.
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