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This invention relates to expandable containers that 
are more flexible in expansion thereof, in that they are 
readily adapted for containing flat inserts in the manner 
of ordinary flat envelopes, or they may expand to ac 
commodate more bulky inserts. 

Other objects of the invention are to provide an ex 
pandable container having solid front and back panels 
connected by expandable side walls which are less bulky 
and more flexible when in collapsed position than the 
side walls of the usual expandable container; to provide 
an expandable container that is easier and simpler to 
manufacture; to provide an expandable container con 
struction wherein the expandable side walls are inte 
grally connected to sides of one panel by folds, and to 
inner marginal faces of the other panel by means of out 
turned flanges sealed flatly thereto; to provide an ex 
pandable container with normally flat side walls that are 
more readily yieldable in accommodating themselves to 
a bulky insert; and to provide an expandable container 
that is expandable in two or more stages. 

In accomplishing these and other objects of the in 
vention as hereinafter described, I have provided an 
improved container construction, the preferred forms of 
which are illustrated in the accompanying drawings, 
wherein: 

FIG. 1 is a perspective view of one form of expandable 
container in flat condition, as when containing a flat 
insert. 

FIG. 2 is a plan view of the blank from which the 
container shown in FIG. 1 is formed. 

FIG. 3 is a perspective view of the blank with adhesive 
applied thereto, and partially folded. 

FIG. 4 is an enlarged section on the line 4-4 of FIG. 
1 showing the container initially expanded as when con 
taining a few flat sheets. 

FIG. 5 is a similar section showing expansion of the 
container, as when containing a greater number of flat 
sheets or a bulky insert. 

FIG. 6 is a perspective view of another form of the 
invention, which is capable of greater expansion and 
which squares out to better conform to the shape of 
the insert. 

FIG. 7 is a plan view of the blank from which the 
container of FIG. 6 is formed. 

FIG. 8 is a section through one side of the container 
of FIG. 6, taken at a place on the container as indicated 
by the line 10-10, but with the container in only slightly 
expanded condition, as when containing a relatively thin 
insert or inserts. - 

FIG. 9 is a similar section showing the unfolding of a 
side flap to accommodate an insert or inserts of greater 
bulk. 

F.G. 10 is a similar section of the fully expanded con 
tainer, the section also being taken on the line 10-10 
of FIG. 6. 

FIG. 11 is a fragmentary perspective view of the 
expanded container as shown in FIG. 10, 

Referring more in detail to the drawings, and first to 
the form of invention illustrated in FIGS. 1 to 5, in 
clusive: 

1 designates a substantially flattened container of the 
expansion type and which is formed from a single blank 
2, shown in FIG. 2. The blank of FIG.2 may be of or 
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dinary envelope material, and includes substantially rec 
tangular portions 3 and 4 of substantially equal size 
and defined by transverse lines of fold 5 and 6. Extend 
ing from the portion 3 along the line of fold 6 is a clo 
sure flap forming portion 7. Extending outwardly from 
opposite sides of one of the rectangular portions, for 
example, the portion 3, are side flaps or side wall form 
ing portions 8 and 9. The portions 8 and 9 are inte 
grally connected with the portion 3 of the blank at lines 
of fold 10 and 11. The portions 8 and 9 are provided 
substantially midway of the width thereof with parallel 
lines of fold 12 and 13, to divide the side flaps or wall 
portions 8 and 9 into substantially equal sized folding 
sections 14 and 15. The outer sections 15 are provided 
along the outer marginal edge thereof with stripes of ad 
hesive A6, by which the outer margins of the sections 15 
are sealed to the inner face of the rectangular portion 4, 
as later described. The portion 7 that forms the closure 
flap is provided with an adhesive 17 for closing the insert 
opening of the container, as later described. 

In folding the blank 2, the portions 8 and 9 thereof 
are folded inwardly on the lines of fold 10 and 11, and . 
then reversely on the lines of fold 12 and 13, as indi 
cated in FIG. 3, so that the sections 14 will lie flatly 
against the inner face of the rectangular portion 3, and 
the sections 15 turn outwardly from the folds 12 and 13 
and lie flatly thereon. The portion 4 is then folded on 
the line of fold 5 to make sealing contact with the adhe 
sive 16. When thus folded, the rectangular portions 3 
and 4 are in overlying registry to provide the front and 
back panels 3 and 4 of the container shown in FIG. 1, 
and the portions 8 and 9 provide closures for the sides 
of the panels 3 and 4, to cooperate with the fold 5 in clos 
ing sides and bottom of a pocket 20 that is provided be 
tween the panels. The other edges of the panels are 
unconnected, to provide an insert opening 21 (FIG. 1) 
between the upper edge 22 of the panel 3 and the fold 6. 
As stated, the portion 7 of the flap provides a closure 
flap that is coextensive with the width of the container. 
When the side flaps or wall portions are folded in 

Wardly on the lines of fold 10 and 11, the sections 14 
thereof lie flatly against the inner face 18 of the panel 3, 
and the section 15 turns outwardly. The outer edges 25 
of the side flaps 8 and 9 may register coextensively with 
side edges 26 of the panel 4. The sections 14 are thus 
integrally connected with the panel 18 by the folds 10 
and it, and the outturned margins of the sections 15 
are sealed by the adhesive 16 with the side margins on 
the inner face 19 of the panel 4. 
When the container illustrated in FIGS. 1 to 5, inclu 

sive, is used to contain one or a few flat sheets, the sides 
of the sheets are inserted between the sections 4 of the 
infolded side walls and the panel 3 (FIG. 4). The panel 
4 will remain flat against the sections 5 of the side walls 
without expansion of that portion of the container. 
Therefore, the container has substantially the appear 
ance of an ordinary envelope. An initial or first stage 
of expansion is thus provided. 

However, if inserts should be thicker, or a greater 
number is to be inserted, a second stage of expansion is 
provided since the panel 4 can move outwardly, with the 
sections 5 flexing between the adhesive 16 and the folds 
i2, as indicated at 27 (FIG. 5), to an extent necessary to 
accommodate the enclosures. Of course, the capacity of 
the container is limited by the single fold at the bottom 
of the panels 3 and 4. 
The expandable container illustrated in FIGS. 6 to 

11, inclusive, follows the connection of the side walls 
with the marginal edges of the panel 3 of the container 
just described, but has a modified form of bottom and 
side walls to allow for greater expansion in accommodating 
more bulky items, such as packs of cards and the like, 
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that require squaring out of the container to substantially 
fit the pack. 

In this form of the invention, the container is folded 
from a blank. 28, shown in FIG. 7. The blank 28, like 
the blank 2 of FIG. 2, may be of ordinary envelope ma 
terial, and includes substantially rectangular portions 29 
and 30 which may be of corresponding size to form the 
front and rear panels of the container shown in FIG. 6. 
The portions 29 and 30 of the blank 28 are integrally con 
nected by a portion 33 forming the bottom 34 of the con 
tainer. The portions 29, 30 and 33 are defined trans 
versely by lines of fold 35, 36 and 37. Extending out 
wardly from sides of the portion 29 are side flaps or wings 
38 and 39 connected with the portion 29 by lines of fold 
48 and 41, to provide as a part thereof side walls of the 
container as later to be described. The blank also in 
cludes a portion 44 extending along the transverse fold 
line 35 to provide the closure flap of the container. 
The side flaps or wing portions 38 and 39 each have 

lines of fold or scores 46 spaced from the lines of fold 
39 and 40, corresponding to the spacing of the transverse 
folds 36 and 37, which form the bottom of the container. 
The folds 40 and scores 46 define therebetween the side 
walls 42 and 43, previously mentioned. Spaced from the 
scores or fold lines 46 substantially a distance correspond 
ing to the spacing of the fold lines 40 and scores 45 are 
fold lines or scores 47. The side flaps 38 and 39 also 
have median folds 48 corresponding to the folds 2 and 
3 of the first described form of the invention, to divide 

these portions of the side flaps into equal sized sections. 
The portions between the median folds 48 and the scores 
43 and 47 provide hinging portions 49 and 50. The por 
tions 57 of the flaps 38 and 39 between the scores 47 and 
the outer edges 5 of the side flaps or wings are provided 
with adhesive 52 by which the portions 57 are attached to 
the inner marginal side face of the panel 39. The por 
tion 44 forming the closure flap may also be provided with 
an adhesive 53, if desired. 

In folding the blank, the side flaps or wings 38 and 39 
are folded inwardly on the folds 48 and 4 to overiie the 
inner face of the portion 29, after which the wings are 
reversely folded on the median lines cf fold 48, as shown 
in FIG. 8. In order to flatly fold the portion 38 of the 
blank in overlying contact with the adhesive 52, the por 
tion 33 that forms the bottom of the container is provided 
with a median fold 54, to complete the folds of the blank 
in forming a flatly folded container. In flat condition, 
the wings 33 and 39 extend inwardly between the side 
walls, and sections 55 and 56 on opposite sides of the fold 
53 of the bottom wall extend outwardly from the lower 
edges of the panels 29 and 30 in the planes thereof. 

In Squaring out the container for use in containing, for 
example, a pack of cards, the panels 23 and 36 are moved 
apart as shown in FIG. 9, during which movement the side 
walls 42 hinge outwardly on the folds 40 and 42, with the 
fold lines or scores 46 breaking and the folds 48 hinging 
to break the lines of fold or scores 47 (FIG. 9), whereupon 
the hinging portions 49 and 59 lie flatly against the por 
tions 57 that ar sealed to the inner marginal edges of the 
panel 36, as shown in FIG. 10. 
Thus the container forms a squared-out pocket 53 to 

constitute one stage of expansion in accommodating the 
pack therein. It is obvious that the pocket may further 
expand to another stage for containing a somewhat larger 
pack, for the reason that the panel 30 may move a further 
distance from the panel 29 by reason of the hinging fold 
or score 47 and flexure of the portions 57 which are con 
nected with the sides of the panel 30. Of course, the 
limit of expansion is controlled by the bottom 33, how 
ever, the container can easily contain somewhat thicker 
packs than the actual width of the side walls. 42 and 43. 
The expandable container illustrated in FIGS. 6 to 11, 

inclusive, like the expandable container of FIGS. 1 to 5, 
inclusive, may have an initial stage of expansion and be 
used for containing one or a few flat sheets by inserting 
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the side edges of the sheets between the side wall form 
ing portions 42 and 43 and the panel 29, as in the case of 
the first described form of the expandable container. 
What I claim and desire to secure by Letters Patent is: 
i. An expandable container having stages of expan 

sion, said expandable container including 
Substantially rectangular overlying panels intercon 

nected along bottorn edges to provide a bottom and 
along at least one of the side edges of said panel, 

said side connection comprising 
a side fiap integral with a side edge of one panel by 

a fold and having a parallel median fold dividing 
said side flap into folding sections of substantially 
like size with the section that is integral with said 
one panel turned inwardly between said panels to 
provide an initial expansion on said first named fold 
and the other section of said side flap turned out 
wardly on said median fold and terminating with the 
outer edge substantially registering with the cor 
responding side edge of the other panel, said sections 
of the side flap lying flatly upon each other when 
the container is in flat condition, and 

adhesive spaced outwardly from the median fold and 
connecting only the margin of the said outturned 
section with the margin of said other panel to pro 
vide a flexing portion in the said outturned section 
intermediate the median fold and the adhesive for 
cooperating with the first named fold of the side flap 
in expanding the container beyond the expansion af 
forded by said initial expansion. 

2. An expandable container as described in claim 1, 
in which said sections of the side flap have respectively 

a parallel score between the first named fold and 
the median fold and a parallel score between the 
median fold and the adhesive to break into folds 
when the container is expanded, whereby the portion 
of the side flap between the first named fold and the 
fold produced along the nearest score provides a 
side wall forming substantially rightangular corners 
during initial expansion, and the remaining portions 
of Said side flap are in folded contact with the inner 
face of the front panel to provide for further ex 
pansion. 

3. An expandable container having stages of expansion, 
said expandable container including 

Substantially rectangular overlying panels intercon 
nected along one of the edges thereof to provide a 
bottom, - 

side flaps integral with opposite side edges of one panel 
by folds, - 

each side flap having a parallel median fold dividing 
said side flap into sections of substantially like size, 
with the sections that are integral with said one panel 
turned inwardly between said panels to provide an 
initial expansion on said folds and the other sections 
of Said side flaps turned outwardly on said median 
folds and terminating with cuter edges substantially 
registering with the respective side edges of the other 
panel, with the sections of each side flap lying flatly 
upon each other when the container is in flat con 
dition, and 

adhesives spaced outwardly from the median folds and 
connecting only marginal faces of the said outturned 
Sections and marginal faces of said other panel to 
provide flexing portions in the said outturned sec 
tions intermediate the median folds and the adhesives 
in expanding the container beyond the expansion af 
forded by said initial expansion. 

4. An expandable container having stages of expan 
sion, said expandable container including 

. Substantially rectangular overlying panels intercon 
nected along one of the edges thereof to provide a 
bottom, , 

side flaps integral with opposite side edges of one panel 
by folds, 
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each side flap having a parallel median fold dividing 
said side flap into sections of substantially like size, 
with the sections that are integral with said one panel 
turned inwardly and the other sections of said side 
flaps turned outwardly on said median folds and ter 
minating with outer edges substantially registering 
with the respective side edges of the other panel with 
the sections of each side flap lying flatly upon each 
other when the container is in flat condition, 

adhesives spaced outwardly from the median folds and 
connecting only marginal faces of the said outturned 
sections and marginal faces of said other panel to 
provide flexing portions in the said outturned sections 
intermediate the median folds and the adhesives, and 

said sections of the side flaps each having a parallel 
score between the first named fold and the median 
fold and between the median fold and the adhesive 
to break into folds when the container is initially 
expanded, whereby the portions of the side flaps be 
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tween the first named folds and the folds produced 
along the nearest scores provide side walls forming 
substantially rightangular corners on said initial ex 
pansion, and the remaining portions of said side flaps 
are in folded contact with the inner face of the front 
panel to provide for further expansion on flexing of 
said flexing portions. - 
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