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UNITED STATES PATENT OFFICE. 
MICHAEL GAYDOSH, OF CLYMER, PENNSYLVANIA. 

SHOEMAKER'S AWL, 

1152,890. Specification of Letters Patent. 

Application filed March 13, 1915. Serial No. 14,153. 
To all whom it may concern: 
Beit known that I, MICHAEL GAY DOSH, a 

citizen of the United States, residing at 
Clymer, in the county of Indiana and State 
of Pennsylvania, have invented certain new 
and useful Improvements in Shoemakers' 
Awls, of which the following is a specifical 
tion. Es 
This invention relates to certain new and 

useful improvements in shoemakers' awls. 
The primary object of this invention is 

the provision of a thread carrier for a shoe 
maker's awl, the same being arranged for 
normally holding the thread against re 
moval and being adapted for allowing a use 
of the thread whenever desired. 
A further object of the invention is to 

provide an awl handle having removable 
operating awls and provided with a reel for 
the thread inclosed within the handle pro 
vided with manually controlled stop mecha 
nism. 
With these general objects in view and 

others that will appear as the nature of the 
invention is better understood, the same con 
sists in the novel combination and arrange 
ment of parts hereinafter more fully de 
Scribed, illustrated in the accompanying 
drawings, and pointed out in the appended 
claims. 

In the drawings forming a part of this 
application and in which like-designating 
characters refer to corresponding parts 
throughout the several views, Figure 1 is a 
central longitudinal sectional view through 
the device with the elements in their normal 
position. Fig. 2 is a similar sectional view 
taken upon a plane at right-angles to the 
plane of section of Fig. 1, and illustrating 
in dotted lines the brake mechanism in its 
released position. Fig. 3 is a transverse sec 
tional view taken upon lines III-III of 
Fig. 1, and Fig. 4 is a side elevation of a 
modified form of awl detached. Referring more in detail to the drawings, 
a handle 10 is provided having a cylindrical 
casing 11 presenting the substantial exte 
rior appearance of a common ferrule screw 
threaded as at 12 into the open end of a 
chamber 13 provided at one end of the han 
dle, which chamber communicates by means 
of a central longitudinal bore 14 with the 
opposite or Outer free end of the handle. 
The outer end of the casing is provided 
with a centrally positioned inwardly tapered 
rectangular socket 15 adapted for the recep 

of the spool. 

tion of the correspondingly formed wedge 
shaped tang 16 of the awl 17 and whereby the 
awl is removably mounted upon the handle 
casing. W 

A spool 18 is journaled upon a rod 19 
which extends transversely through the cas 
ing 11, a casing spool being adapted to hold 
the thread 20 designed for use with the awl, 
it being noted that the thread extends 
through a perforation 21 in the outer end 
Wall 22 of the said casing. . . . . 
A brake attachment for the spool is pro 

vided which consists of a shaft 23 trans 
versely journaled through the chamber 13 
and provided with spaced rocker arms 24 
Secured thereto each of said arms having a 
brake-shoe or foot 25 for engaging a side 
An operating rod 26 extends through the 

handle bore 14 and has its inner end ioosely 
pivoted as at 27 to a central lever 2S car 
ried by the shaft 23. The rod 26 is pro 
vided with a terminal operating head 29 
exteriorly of the handle 10 and is also pro 
vided with a disk 30 within an enlarged 
portion 31 of the handle bore. 
sion spring 32 is mounted within the en 
larged bore section 31 and engages the rod 
disk 30 for normally projecting said rod and 
thereby holding the brake shoes 25 in en 
gagement with the spool 18. A perforated 
bushing 33 is screw-threaded into the outer 
Open end of the bore portion 31 and the rod 
26 extends therethrough, it being noted that 
this arrangement positions the head 29 out 
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Wardly of the said bushing and the disk 30 
inwardly thereof. The needle or awl 17 may 
be of any form desired such as that illus 
trated in Figs. 1 and 2, and having an eye 
Or hook 34 adjacent its pointed end, while 
an awl 35 of the form shown in Fig. 4 is 
equally serviceable in connection with the 
present form of handle and is provided with 
a curved pointed portion 36. With this ar 
rangement of device, the handle 10 being 
grasped by the operator, the head 29 of 
the rod 27 may be readily pressed in Ward 
against the Spring 82 and thus releasing 
the brake members 25 from the spool 18 and 
whereupon the thread 20 may be readily 
pulled outwardly of the casing 11 through 
the perforation 21 thereof for free use by the 
needle and awl member 17 carried by the 
casing Socket 15. When the awl is not in 
use, and at other times when it is desired 
to Secure the thread 20 against removal, the 

95 

0. 

0. 



O 

20 

25 

80 

2 1,152,890 

head 29 is released and the spring 32 auto 
matically actuates the brakes 25 into en 
gagement with the spool 18, thus prevent 
ing the thread 20 from being unwound 
therefrom. 

It will thus be seen that a serviceable de 
vice is provided in which the thread may 
be readily accommodated within an awl 
handle, and the feeding of the same there 
from regulated by the operator, it being 
of course understood that the casing 11 may 
be readily removed from the handle by un 
screwing the same therefrom for the pur 
pose of renewing the thread upon the spool. 
While the form of the invention herein 

shown and described is what is believed to 
be the preferred embodiment thereof, it is 
nevertheless to be understood that minor 
changes may be made therein. Without de 
parting from the spirit and scope of the 
invention as claimed. 
What I claim as new is:- 
1. A device of the class described, com 

prising a handle having a chamber at one 
end thereof and also having a central lon 
gitudinal bore extending therethrough, a 
casing removably positioned in the open end 
of the said chamber and having a socket 
and a perforation provided in the front wall 
thereof, a needle removably positioned with 
in Said Socket, a spool removably mounted 
within said casing, and extending through 
the said perforation, a pair of tensioned 

brake levers adapted to frictionally engage 
the spool flanges, and controlling means for 
the brake levers connected thereto and op 
erable from the inner end of the handle. 

2. A device of the class described, com 
prising a handle having a chamber at One 
end thereof, and also having a central lon 
gitudinal bore extending therethrough, a 
casing removably positioned in the open end 
of the said chamber and having a socket and 
a perforation provided in the front wall 
thereof, a needle removably mounted within 
Said socket, a spool journaled in Said casing, 
and extending through Said perforation, a 
shaft transversely journaled through the 
said chamber, spaced arms secured to the 
said shaft, spool-engaging brake members at 
the free ends of the said arms, a centrally 
positioned operating lever upon said shaft, 
an operating rod extending through said 
bore and having its inner end freely pivoted 
to the free end of the said lever, a disk 
upon said rod, an expansion spring within 
Said bore and engaging the said disk, and an 
operating head upon the outer free end of 
the said rod. 
In testimony whereof I affix my signature 

in presence of two witnesses. 
MICHAEL GAY DOSH. 

Witnesses: 
JoHN PAPIK, 
JoHN GAYDOSH. 

Copies of this patent may be obtained for five cents each, by addressing the “Commissioner of Patents, 
Washington, D.C.' 
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