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To alt whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, MiLTON H. STEVENS, a
citizen of the United States, residing at Wal-
tham, county of Middlesex, State of "Massa-
chusetts, have invented an Improvement in
Braces for Screens, Blinds, &c., of which the
following description, in connection with the
accompanying drawings, is a specification,
like characters on the drawings representing
like parts. ‘

My invention is a corner brace or bracket
for door-screens,blinds, or anyother situation
where a frame or similar device requires
strengthening at a corner. - I am aware that
there are many devices of this kind already,
my present invention having for its object the
provision of aspecial form and means for com-
bining great strength of construction and effi-
ciency of use with economy of material and-
cheapness of manufacture. To these ends I
have devised a construction having an ex-
tended body part adapted to lie flat against
the surface to be strengthened and provided
with flanges for engaging the inner edges of
thearticle,said bodv parthaving such a shape

as to brace the article and receive fastening

means to the bestadvantage,and the brackets
being of such shapeasto be struck up in suc-
cession from a strip of metal without appre-
ciable loss of material or of special manipu-
lation,my object being to secure extreme sim-
plicity of product and of the making thereof.

In the accompanying drawings, in which I
have illustrated one embodiment of my in-
vention, Figure 1 is a perspective view of a
bracket or brace. Fig. 2 illustrates in per-
spective the manner of use thereof, a right-
hand and left-hand brace being shown in po-
sition on a blind. Fig. 3 is a plan view of a
gtrip of sheet metal, showing the manner in
which the successive brackets or braces are
disposed along the material prior to being cut
therefrom. ‘ '

The bracket itself may be explained very
simply, asitconsistsof a body part A,compris-
ing a vertical portion a,horizontal parta’, and

.oblique part ¢? and two flanges—a flange o7,

located at the lower edge of the horizontal
part o', and a flange a*, extending at right
angles to the flange a®and located at the inner
edge of the upright portion a. It will be seen
that the arrangement is such that a screw-

hole b, located in the lower end of the upright
portion a, will bring the fastening device en-
tirely below the joint where the cross-bar ¢
enters the upright ¢’ of the blind or other de-
vice and thatthe oblique part a2 of the bracket

extends over a considerable area of the cross- -

bar ¢ and upright ¢/, while its two screw-
holes b’ b® are at a distance from the joint end
of the cross-bar ¢,while the remaining screw-
hole ¥® is back from the edge of the upright
¢’ as far as possible, being shown as approxi-
mately at the middle thereof in Fig. 2.

One chief purpose had in view is to enable
a strip of sheet metal, as is indicated at D,
Fig. 3, to be run through a shearing or dye-
ing machine and turn out braces or brackets
with the least expense of machinery,material,
and labor, and accordingly it will be seen,
viewing Fig. 3, that the successive brackets
are of such shape that they mutually codp-
erate in saving material and bringing sub-
stantially all of the cuts on straight lines.
For example, the successive pairs of brackets
are separated by oblique straight lines 2 2,
and the brackets of a given pair are sepa-
rated by the lines 3 3, so that the small por-
tions 4, 5, and 6 only have to be removed and
lost. -

The successive brackets are sheared apart
on the oblique line 2, and the upper end of
the bracket is formed by cutting off the tri-
angular piece 5 by the straight cut 7.

The two flanges o® a* are separated by a
cut 8, and the opposite edges 9 10 of the
brackets are formed by the edges of the metal
strip.

From the foregoing description it will be
seen that the bracket as shaped and arranged
according to my invention may be made with-
out appreciable waste of material, and may
be practically completed by one blow or
stamping. .

As already stated, I am aware that there
are various brackets already on the market
andinvented forstrengthening corner-places,
and accordingly Thave limited my invention,
as will be more apparent from the following
claims.

Having described my invention, what I
claim as new, and desire to secure by Letters
Patent of the United States, is—

1. Astrengthening-brace forsereens,blinds,
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&e., comprising a vertical portion, a horizon-
tal part and an oblique part, integrally con-
nected and adapted to lie flat against the ma-
terial adjacent a corner of a blind or screen,
the oblique part extending over the cross-bar
or other member of the screen and lapping
onto the upright thereof, and the vertical
portion extending along the latter below the
cross-bar, the lower edge of the horizontal
part and the inner edge of the vertical por-
tion being provided with inwardly-turned
flanges extending substantially at right an-
gles to each other for engaging the edges of
the said eross-bar and upright.

2. Astrengthening-brace forscreens,blinds,
&e., comprising a vertical portion, a horizon-
tal part and an oblique part, integrally con-
nected and adapted tolie flat against the ma-
terial adjacent a corner of a blind or secreen,
the oblique part extending over the cross-bar
or other member of the screen, and the ver-

710,022

tical portion extending along the latter be-
low the cross-bar, the lower edge of the hori-
zontal part and the inner edge of the vertical
portion being provided with inwardly-turned
flanges extending substantially at right an-
glestoeach other forengaging the edgesof the
said cross-bar and upright, said vertical por-
tion having provision for a fastening device
at its lower end below said horizontal part,
the latter having provision for a fastening
device at the end adjacent said oblique part,
and the upright having provision for another
fastening device adjacent the opposite end
of said oblique part.

In testimony whereof I have signed my
name to this specifieation in the presence of
two subscribing witnesses.

MILTON H. STEVENS.

Witnesses:

C. H. WHITTEN,
E. B. STEVENS.
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