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Claim. (C. 4-177) 

This invention relates to foldable receptacles, and more 
particularly to a water-proof receptacle which may be 
employed as a bath tub for an infant, or for any other 
useful purpose requiring a receptacle of the general na 
ture of such a tub. 
A main object of the invention is to provide a novel 

and improved foldable water-proof receptacle especially 
useful as a collapsible bath tub for an infant, the re 
ceptacle being simple in construction, being foldable to a 
very compact size, and being provided with means 
for suitably reinforcing same at the points of maximum 
StreSS. 
A further object of the invention is to provide an im 

proved foldable water-proof receptacle, said receptacle 
being inexpensive to manufacture, being durable in con 
struction, and being foldable to a relatively compact and 
neat package. 

Further objects and advantages of the invention will 
become apparent from the following description and 
claim, and from the accompanying drawings, wherein: 

Figure 1 is a perspective view of an improved re 
ceptacle, according to the present invention, unfolded 
for use as a bath tube for an infant. 

Figure 2 is a perspective view showing the components 
of the receptacle of Figure 1, in partly folded position 
with the stiffening bar elements disposed alongside the 
partly folded receptacle. 

Figure 3 is a perspective view showing the receptacle 
of Figures 1 and 2 completely folded and ready for trans 
portation. 

Figure 4 is an enlarged horizontal cross sectional de 
tail view taken on the line 4-4 of Figure 1. 

Figure 5 is an enlarged transverse vertical cross sec 
tional view taken on the line 5-5 of Figure 1. 

Referring to the drawings, 11 generally designates an 
improved foldable water-proof receptacle according to 
this invention, the recepectacle comprising a generally 
rectangular body of water-proof material, such as flexible 
plastic material or the like, said body including a pair 
of relatively foldable side portions which are connected 
at a transverse bisecting plane by relatively yieldable fold 
line portions 2 and 3, 13. Thus, the bottom of the re 
ceptacle comprises a pair of relatively stiff rectangular 
plastic wall elements 14, 14 which are connected by the 
relatively yieldable transverse fold line portion 2. The 
side walls of the receptacle comprise respective rela 
tively stiff segments 15, 15 which are connected by 
the relatively yieldable fold line portion 3. Said side 
wall segments are further provided with relatively yield 
able diagonal crease lines 16, 16, said crease lines being 
inclined upwardly and inwardly and being located adja 
cent the ends of the side walls, whereby the side walls 
are at times foldable inwardly to positions overlying 
the bottom wall segments 4, 14, as illustrated in Fig 
lure 2. 
The vertical corners 17 of the receptacle likewise com 

prise relatively yieldable fold line portions so that the 
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wall elements on adjacent sides thereof may be readily 
folded relative to each other. 
As shown in Figure 5, the side wall elements 16 may 

include relatively thick stiffening members 9 to stiffen 
same at non-folding portions thereof. Similarly, the bot 
tom wall members 4 may be provided with relatively 
thick reinforcing elements 20 to stiffen same as non 
folding portions thereof, as shown in Figure 4. Similarly, 
the end walls, shown at 21, 21, may be provided with 
reinforcing inserts 22 laminated thereto to stiffen said 
end walls. 
The end walls 21, 2i are formed at the intermediate 

portions of their upper margins with generally crescent 
shaped, horizontally extending openings 23, defining car 
Tying handle portions 24 thereabove, as shown in Fig 
ure 1. 
The top portions of the corners of the receptacle 11 

are provided with respective flexible sleeve members 
24 which extend horizontally around said top corners and 
which have open ends 25. Designated at 26 are respec 
tive relatively thick flexible bar members which are slid 
ably engageable in the sleeve 24 and which are sufficiently 
flexible to pass around the vertical corners, of the re 
ceptacle and to assume the positions illustrated in 
Figure 1, said bar members acting as reinforcements for 
the respective upper margins of the vertical corners of 
the receptacle when the receptacle is set up for use in 
the manner illustrated in Figure 1. Similarly, the inner 
surfaces of the top portions of the side walls of the re 
ceptacle are provided with respective flexible sleeves 27, 
open at their opposite ends, said sleeves extending across 
the bisecting fold line portions 13, as shown in Figure 1, 
and being adapted to receive relatively rigid reinforcing 
bar elements 28. The reinforcing bar elements 28 are 
slidably engageable in the sleeve member 27 and are of 
substantial length, whereby said rigid reinforcing bars 28 
act as stiffeners to support the side walls at the top 
portions of the fold line elements 13, 13 thereof when 
the receptacle is set up in the manner illustrated in 
Figure 1. 
The receptacle is provided at one end thereof with a 

flexible loop 29 of suitable flexible material, such as 
plastic material, or the like, which projects a substan 
tial distance from the end of the receptacle, being se 
cured to the intermediate portion of the end of the under 
side thereof, as shown in Figure 1. The loop 29 is pro 
vided with a transverse flexible strap portion 30, defining 
a locking aperture 31 between the strap portion 30 and 
the adjacent end wall 21. At the opposite end, the under 
side of the receptacle is provided at its intermediate por 
tion with a flexible strap member 32 to the end of which 
is secured a cross bar portion 33, said cross bar portion 
being of relatively rigid material, and being engageable 
through the locking loop 31 so as to be transversely 
disposed across the outer surfaces adjacent thereto, in 
the manner illustrated in Figure 3, whereby to lock the 
receptacle in its folded position, and whereby the re 
mainder of the loop 29 serves as a carrying handle for 
the folded receptacle. 
When the receptacle is to be folded up for transporta 

tion, the respective bar members 26 are removed from 
their sleeves and may be stored in a transverse pocket 
35 provided on the underside of the receptacle, namely, 
at the outer surface of one of the bottom wall elements 
14, as shown in Figure 3. The pocket member 35 is large 
enough in size to receive all of the reinforcing bar ele 
ments 26 and 28, and is provided with a cover flap 36 
which may be releasably fastened in any suitable 
manner so as to close the pocket 35 and prevent loss 
of the reinforcing bar members. 
When the receptacle is to be set up for use, the cross 
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bar 33 is disengaged from the aperture 31, allowing 
the receptacle to be unfolded. The walls of the recep 
tacle are then unfolded to their positions shown in Fig 
ure 1, after which the reinforcing bars 26 and 28 are 
inserted in their respective sleeves, thus stiffening the 
walls of the receptacle and allowing the receptacle to be 
employed as a bath tub for an infant, or for any other 
desired purpose. - - 

While a specific embodiment of an improved fold 
able tub has been disclosed in the foregoing descrip 
tion, it will be understood that various modifications 
within the spirit of the invention may occur to those 
skilled in the art. Therefore it is intended that no 
limitations to be placed on the invention except as defined 
by the scope of the appended claim. 
What is claimed is: 
A foldable container of the character described com 

prising a generally rectangular receptacle of water-proof 
material having a bottom wall, longitudinal side 
walls, and transverse end walls, said side walls being 20 2.672.628 
relatively flexible and being foldable inwardly along up 
wardly and inwardly inclined diagonal crease lines at 
their end portions, said bottom wall and side walls 
being relatively flexible and being foldable on lines 
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transversely bisecting same, lockingly interengageable fas 
tening elements on the intermediate portions of the bottom 
edges of said transverse end walls, respective flexible sleeve 
members on the outer surfaces of the top portions of the 
vertical corners of said receptacle and extending hori 
Zontally around said top corners, relatively thick flex 
ible reinforcing bars engageable in said sleeve members, 
said bars being sufficiently flexible to pass around said 
vertical corners, additional flexible sleeve members on 
the inner surfaces of the top portions of the side walls 
extending horizontally across. the bisecting fold lines of 
said side walls, and relatively rigid reinforcing bars en 
gageable in said last-named sleeve members. 
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