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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, Jomx F. Cuarrvas,
a citizen of the United States, residing at
Providence, in the county of Providence and
State of Rhode Island, have invented cer-
taly new and useful Improvements in Moeis-

tening Devices, of which the following is a

specification.

This invention relates to devices for mois-
tening envelops and mail matter for the pur-
pose of affixing postage stamps, and one of
the principal objects of the invention is to
provide a moistening device actuated by
gravity to apply moisture to the upper sur-
face of an envelop prior to the affixing of a
stamp thereto.

Another object of the invention is to pro-
vide a water container provided with an ab-
sorbent element extending through a tube
and through a moistener casing to apply
moisture to the surface of an envelop, said
water container being pivotally mounted
tupon a table or support for the envelop and
the weight of the container serving to hold
the moistening element down upon the sur-
tace of the envelop as it is fed underneath
the same on the table.

My present invention is designed to be
used in connection with a stamp affixing ma-
chine of suitable construction.

The objects and advantages above referred
to may be attained by means of the con-
struction ilustrated in the accompanying
drawing, in which,

Figure 1 is a perspective view of a mois-
tening device made in accordance with nmy
invention. ¥ig. 2 is a vertical section taken
through the container, the tube leading
therethrough and the moistener casing ex-
tended from the tube.

Referring to the drawing the numeral 1
designates a table properly supported upon
the frame 2 of the stamp affixing machine,
sald table having a graduated scale 3 there-
onto which the envelop or printed matter is
moved in the moistening operation. A hol-
low water container 4 preferably but not
necessarily of circular form is provided with
a bearing lug 5 in which a perforation 6 is
formed for the reception of a pivot pin 7,
said pin being secured in a Ing 8 projecting
from the table 1. A tube 9 communicates
with the interior of the water container and
extending at an angle to said tube 9 is a cas-
ing 10 of a width slightly greater than a
postage stamp. The casing 10 is provided
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with a removable cover 11 secured in place
by means of a set screw 12. The casing 10 is
provided with sides 13, each having an en-
largement 14 at its outer end. A feeding
device consisting of an absorbent element 15
extends from the water container through
the tube 9 and through the moistener casing,
said element having an enlarged contact end
16 adapted to normally lie on top of the table
owing to the superior weight of the mois-
tener casing relatively to the water con-
tainer. To adjust the bearing of the end 16
upon the table 1 a set serew I7 is secured in
the frame 2 and may be turned to bear
against the projecting portion 18 of the
moistener casing. A stopper 19 is fitted in
a nozzle 20 in the water container to provide
means whereby the container may be readily
refilled shenever required.

The operation of my invention may be
briefly described as follows: An envelop or
other mail package is pushed underneath the
end 16 of the moistening element and up to
the scale 3, said envelop or mail package be-
ing moistened on its upper right hand cor-
ner in position to receive a stamp to be ap-
plied by the stamp affixing machine. In
many pieces of mail matter it is necessary to
affix two or more postage stamps, depending
upon the weight of the envelop or package.
Provision is made for this contingency by
the use of the graduated scale 8. The en-
velop or other piece of mail matter is pushed
under the moistener until the end of the en-
velop registers with the first mark. If an-
other stamp is to be applied the envelop is
moved to the second mark and so on for any
number of stamps required.

From the foregoing it will be obvious that
a moistening device made in accordance with
my inventien will quickly moisten the sur-
face of an envelop or ofher mail package,
that the invention is simple in construction,
cannot readily get out of order, can be ad-
justed for any required thickness of mail
packages or envelops and can be produced at
low cost.

I claim:

1. A device for moistening the surface of
envelops preparatory to aflixing stamps
thereto comprising a table, a water con-
tainer pivotally connected to the table, a
tube extending from the water container, a
moistener casing communicating with the
tube, and an absorbent element extending
from the casing throngh the tube and mois.
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tener casing, said water container being piv- |
oted at one side of its center whereby the
contact end of said absorbent element will
bear upon the surface of an envelop resting
upon the table.

9. A moistening device for moistening the
surface of envelops or mail matter prepara-
tory to aflixing stamps thereto comprising a
table having a stop, a moistener pivotally
mounted upon the table and adapted by
gravity to hold a moistening element down
upon the surface of the mail matter, and an
adjustable stop for limiting the pivotal
movement of the moistener.

3. A moistener for mail matter compris-
ing a table having a stop thereon, a water )
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container pivoted to the table, a tube extend-
ing from the container, a moistener casing
extending from the tube and provided with
a detachable cover, a moistening element ex-
tending from the container through the tube
and casing, and provided with a contact end
for applying moisture to the surface of the
mail matter, and an adjustable stop for lim-
iting the pivotal movement of the water con-
tainer.
Tn testimony whereof I affix my signature
in presence of two witnesses.
JOUN F. CUMMINGS.
Witnesses:
Joux L. FrercHER,
M. R. MuLLex.



