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This invention relates to means for support-
ing or hanging on the wall objects such as pic-
ture frames, mirrors, plagques and the like.

Under the common prevailing practice an ob-
ject such as g picture frame is usually supported
on the wall by means of a flexible wire which
has its two ends secured to the rear of the frame
at two points which are usually spaced above the
horizontal center line of the frame. This wire
13 passes over a hook or other suitable support on
the wall thereby permitting the picture to hang
suspended by the wire, with the rear lower part
of the frame contacting with the wall so the
frame makes an acute angle with the wall. Aside
from the frictional engagement between the wall
and its rear lower part, the frame is more or less
freely suspended so that it can be moved laterally
by any force great enough to overcome the fric-
__ tional engagement between the frame and the
20 wall. When a picture frame or the like is prop-

erly hung with its sides vertical and the top and
bottom horizontal, such an external force, caused
by accidentally bumping or jarring or by a gust
of wind, for example, might move the frame out
25 of its correct position. The friction between the
wall and the frame would generally be great
enough to prevent the frame from returning to
its correctly aligned position. Hence the frame
in its displaced position would not hang level and
30 50 would present an unsightly appearance.
One of the objects of my invention is to pro-
vide an improved means for hanging objects
such as picture, mirror, tapestry frames, plaques
and the like. Another object is to provide means
35 for supporting picture frames and the like so
that they will return to a properly aligned posi-
tion if accidentally displaced therefrom. A fur-
ther object is to provide means for reducing fric-
tion between a frame of the type described and
the wall on which it is supported. Still another
object is to provide means for freely sup-
porting a frame of the type described from a
single point. These and other objects and ad-
vantages reside in certain novel features of con-
struction, arrangement and combination of parts
as will hereinafter be described and pointed out
in the appended claims.

Referring to the drawing:

Fig. 1 is a rear view of a picture frame em-
bodying my invention.

Fig. 2 is a side view showing the frame sup-
ported on the wall.

Fig. 3 is a top plan view of the friction reduc-
ing roller.

Fig. 4 is an end view of same.
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Fig. 5 is a rear view of a frame showing a
modified form of my invention.

Fig. 6 is a side view showing same supported
on the wall.

Fig. 7 is a front view of a supporting device. 60

Fig. 8 is a top plan view of same.

Fig. 9 is a side view of same.

A preferred embodiment of my invention is
shown in the drawing wherein 10 indicates a
frame such as is commonly used for pictures, 65
mirrors, tapestries and the like. Mounted on
the rear side and above the horizontal center line
of the frame are the two screw eyes 11 to which
are fastened, respectively, the two ends of a
flexible cable or wire 12. Centrally mounted on 70
the rear side of the lower part 13 of frame 10 is
a friction reducing means indicated, generally, at
14. ‘This friction reducing means is preferably
formed of a sheet metal stamping 15 having the
two upturned sides 16 between which a roller 17 756
is rotatably mounted by means of pin 18. Suit-
able holes 19 are provided in the stamping 15 so
it can readily be attached to the frame by means
of brads, screws or the like. The wire 12 is
passed over a hook or nail 20 in wall W so the 80
frame hangs with the friction reducing roller 17
in contact with the wall. If the frame 10 is ac-
cidentally displaced laterally it will be free to
swing and will return to its original properly
aligned position providing the wire 12 has not 85
moved out of its position on nail 20. The fric-
tion reducing means, of course, enables the frame
to return to its proper position.

In a modified form of my invention, shown
in Fig. 5, the frame 10’ carries on it§ rear upper 90
side a supporting device shown in enlarged views
in Figs. 7-9. This device is preferably formed of
a sheet metal stamping 21 having two elongated
slots 22 by means of which the device may be
fastened with screws in adjusted position on the 95
frame 10’. The stamping 21 has a lateral pro-
jection 23 which is provided with a tapered coni-
cal or pyramidal cup 24 having its apex upper-
most. Two friction reducing devices 14 are
mounted at opposite sides of frame 10’ with the 100
devices positioned on the arc of a circle whose
center is substantially at the apex of the cup 24
as shown in Fig. 5. Secured to wall W is a suit-
able hook 25 having an upwardly extending part
26 on which the cup 24 rests. The weight of the 105
frame keeps the cup 24 on part 26 and so the
frame is supported on a single point and adapted
to move freely. The friction reducing means 14
contact with the wall W as shown in Fig. 6 and
hence if the frame 10’ is accidentally moved out 710
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of its aligned posifion it will swing freely and re-
turn to its original position. In originally hang-
ing the frame the slots 22 enable one to adjust
the supporting device so that the apex of cup 24
is so positioned that the frame 10’ will hang level.

From the foregoing, it will be apparent that I
am able to attain the objects of my invention
and provide an improved means for hanging
picture frames and the like so they will return
to a properly aligned position if accidentally dis-
placed therefrom. The supporting device 21
shown in Figs. 7-9 can, of course, be used with a
single friction reducing roller such as in Fig. 1.
Likewise a wire 12 could be used with the set of
two rollers shown in Fig. 5 instead of the sup-
porting device 21. The friction reducing means
14 and the supporting device 21 can obviously be
modified in structure without departing from
the spirit of my invention.

I claim:

1. A frame of the character described having
in combination means for swingably supportmg
said frame on.a substa.ntlally vernca.l wall, a ro-
tatable member mounted on the rear of said
frame in position to contact with the wall.

2. A frame of the itype described having-in
combination means for swingably supporting said
frame from a single point on a substantially ver-
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tical wall and rotatable friction reducing fhiedig
mounted on the lower portion of that side of the
frame which is adjacent to the wall whereby if
said frame is displaced it will be permitted to
swing freely and return substantially to its origi-
nal position.

3. A frame of the type described having in com-

bination means for swingably supporting said
frame from a single point on a substantially ver-
tical wall, a plurality of rotatable friction reduc-
ing elements mounted on the rear side of said
frame in position to contact with the wall, said
elements being positioned along the arc of a cir-
cle whose center is positioned substantially at
said point,
4. A frame of the type described having in
combination means for swingably supporting said
frame on a substantially vertical wall, said
means comprising a flexible cable having its re-
spective ends attached to the rear side of said
frame and a supporting member on the wall, said
cable being positioned on said member and means
rotatably mounted on the lower rear side of said
frame, said last named means being positioned
to contact with the wall whereby friction be-
tween the wall and frame is reduced.
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