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To all whom 1t may concern: :

Be it known that I, GLAUDIUS WILBURN
MOORE, a citizen of the United States, resid-
ing at Gardiner, Douglas county, State of Ore-
gon, have invented an Improvement in De-
taching-Blocks; and I hereby declare the fol-
lowing tobe afull, clear, and exact description
of the same. )

My invention relates to that elass of detach-
ing orlateh-blocks in which a keeper is hinged
to the stock and is held in place by a swing-
ing link.

My invention consists in the novel construe-
tion and arrangément of the stock, the keeper,
the hinge by which they are united, the bear-
ing surfaces by-which they fit together, and
the carriers for guarding the hinge, and upon
which the king link rides over the hinge and
clear of the block, all of which I shall herein-
after fally describe and specifically claim.

The objeet of my invention is to provide a
detaching or latch-block which by reason of
the accurate and solid fitting together and
locking of its parts, the characterof its hinge,
and the means for guarding it and effecting
the positive release of the king link, is espe-
cially adapted for all the uses to which blocks
of this character are put,especially for log-
ging and towing. It is generally applicable
to any use requiring the detaching a rope or

.chain from any fastening to which it may be
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secured; as, for example, in hauling or log-
ging operations wherein its employment ob-
viates the necessity of slacking or backing
the team to obtain the necessary slack toun-
hook the common' chains from their fasten-
ings. It is especially adapted for use in log-
ging camps where 0x teams are employed, for
the reason that a great saving of time results
in not having to back the oxen, which, under
any circumstances, is a difficult operation, es-
pecially where several yokes are used, butis

almostimpossible when backing up-hill. The’

block may also be used in towing rafts or in
attaching to any objects or loads which have
to be or may require to be released instantly.

Referring to the accompanying drawings
for a more complete explanation of my inven-
tion,—Tigure 1 is a perspective view of my
block showing it closed. Fig.2 is a sectional
view showing the keeper B in the act of open-

ing. Fig. 3 is a top view, the keeper being
thrown clear back.

A isthe stock of the block having at one end
the rounded separated ears a between which
fits and is adapted to play the tenon b of the
keeper B. A cross pintle C passes through
these ears and tenon thereby completing the
hinge, the inner limit of which is determined
by inner shoulders a’ b’ and its outer 1imit by
the outer shoulders a? 0%, whereby the keeper
may turn from a closed position in which it
lies substantially parallel with the stock to an
open position in general alignment therewith.
The stock has on its inner edge an uprising
tongue a® with a grooved extremity to receive
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the correspondingly socketed inner edge b of .

the keeper,said keeperpassing overand down-
wardly in conformity with the back of the
tongue, thereby forming a complete bearing
in addition to a terminal bearing caused by
the end 0* of the keeper entering a seat at
near the end of the stock.. The keeper and
stock with their hinge on one side and their
tongue and socket engagement on the other,
thus form a bed space D for the reception of
the king link E of the detaching chain e. A
swinging clevis F secured to the stock is
adapted to fit over the extremity of the keeper
and to lock it in place. When so locked, the
king link is confined in its bed D, and its
strain is against the adjacent surfaces of the
keeper and stock where they meet to form the
hinge, and is not against the hinge pintle,so
that this construction is well adapted to bear
the strain without liability of breaking. The
uprising tongue of the stock also forms a good
supportorbearing for the keeper when locked,
and serves as a boundary of the confining bed
space D for the king link, Upon the ends of
the pintle C of the hinge are mounted the
disks G which form the carriers in the releas-
ing action of the king link E. ~These cover
and guard the sides of the hinge, and their
peripheries projectinwardly beyond the plane
of the hinge into the confining bed space D
of the king link. Now, upon releasing the
keeper from its locking clevis, the strain upon

the king link in causing the keeper to open.
will instantly expose the edges or peripheries’

of these disks, and the bearing of the link
will, thereupon, be upon them, and not upon
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any part of the hinge; consequently, the lat-
ter is protected, while the king link itself, rid-
ing upon the curved edges of the disks will
be thereby guided and directed outwardly
from and clear of the block as the keeper is
thrown to a completely open position. This
outriding of the king link is rendered more
positive and with less frietion, by mounting
the earrier disks G freely upon the pintle C,
whereby they may turn axially under the
strain of the out-pulling king link.

T is the clevis in the end of the stock, to
which the chain I is attached.

Having thus deseribed my invention, what
1 claim as new, and desire to secure by Letters
Patent, is— .

1. A detaching or lateh-block consisting of
a stock having on its inner edge an uprising
tongue, and a terminal bearing, a keeper
hinged to the other end of the stock, and
adapted to bear upon the tongue and termi-
nal bearing thereof,and to form between the
hinge and tongue, the bed for the detaching
link, and a suitable lock for holding the
keeper to the stock, substantially as herein
deseribed.

9. A detaching or latch-block consisting of
a stock having the separated ears at one ex-
tremity, a terminal bearing at the other end
and an intervening uprising tongue on its in-
ner edge, the keeper having the tenon fitting
and pivoted between the ears of the stock, said
keeper resting when closed upon the fongue
and terminal bearing of said stock and form-
ing between the hinge and the tongue & bed
for the detaching link, and the locking clevis
for holding the keeper to the stock, substan-
tially as herein described.

3.” A detaching or latch-block consisting of
a stock and a keeper hinged together at one
end and having a locking device at the other
end, said stock and keeper forming between
them at their hinge end the bed space in
which the detaching link is confined, and
disks on each side of the hinge, their periph-
eries projecting into the bed space of the link
and forming carriers upon which thbe said
link may ride out clear of the hingeand block
as the keeper is thrown back, substantially
as herein described.
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4. A detaching or latch-block consisting of
a stock and a keeper hinged together at one
end and having a locking device at the other
end, said stock and keeper forming between
them, at their hinge end, the bed space in
which the detaching link is confined, and the
axially turnable disks pivoted on the hinge
pintle and covering each side of said hinge,
the peripheries of said disks projecting into
the bed space of the link and forming turn-
ing carriers upon which the said link may
ride out clear of the hinge and block as the
keeper is thrown back, substantially as here-
in deseribed.

5. A detaching or lateh-block consisting of
astock having the separated ears and the up-
rising tongue, a keeper hinged between the
ears of the stock and bearing upon its tongue
whereby a bed space is formed for the de-
taching link, a lock for holding the keeper in
a closed position and disks on each side of
the hinge, their peripheries projecting into
the bed space whereby they receive the bear-
ing or strain of the link upon the opening of
the keeper, and to direct said link eclear of
the hinge and block, substantially as herein
described.

6. A detaching or latch-block consisting of
a stock having the separated ears at one end,
a terminal bearing at the other end and an
intervening uprising tongue, the keeper hav-
ing a tenon fitting and pivoted between the
ears, said keeper being adapted to fit down
upon the tongue and terminal bearing of the
stock and to form between the hinge and
tongue the bed space for the detaching link,
a locking clevis for the keeper, and the axially
turnable disks upon the hinge pintle of the
stock and keeper and having the peripheries
exposed to the link bed whereby said link is
directed clear of the hinge and block as the
keeper is thrown back, substantially as here-
in deseribed.

In witness whereof I have hereunto set my
hand.

GLAUDIUS WILBURN MOORE.

Wilnesses:
W. F. JEWETT,
0. B. IHINSDALE.
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