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My invention relates to collapsible containers and
is directed particularly to a collapsible container suit-
able for carrying and protecting hats and the like ob-
jects. :

The principal object of my invention is to provide a
container for hats which can readily be assembled from
pre-formed parts that can be shipped flat, whereby large
quantities can be transported from place to place with
minimum shipping space requirements.

A more specific object of my invention is to provide
a container of the character described which is com-
prised of a flanged circular bottom member, a circular
side wall member connectable at its lower end with the
bottom member, and a fabric bag adapted to receive the
bottom and side wall members and provided with a top
drawstring actuated closure portion operative as the top
of the container.

It is still another object of my invention to provide a
collapsible container of the above nature wherein the
fabric enclosure bag is entirely separable from the rest
of the container and independently serviceable as a gen-
eral purpose bag suitable for carrying groceries, clothes
or toilet articles, for example.

Another object of my invention is to provide a col-
lapsible container of the above nature which is simple in
construction, easy to assemble and disassemble, low in
cost, and highly attractive in appearance.

Other objects, features and advantages of the inven-
tion will be apparent from the following description
when read with reference to the accompanying drawings,
wherein:

Fig. 1 is an elevational view of an assembled hat box
embodying the invention,

Fig. 2 is a top view of the hat box shown in Fig. 1,

Fig. 3 is a vertical cross-sectional view, on an enlarged
scale, taken along the line of 3—3 of Fig. 1 in the
direction of the arrow,

Fig. 4, is an elevational view of the side member com-
prising the hat box illustrated in Figs. 1-3, shown in
its flat condition for shipping or storage prior to assem-
bly, and

Fig. 5 is a plan view of the bottom member of the
hat box illustrated in Figs. 1-3, also shown in flat con-
dition for shipping or storage prior to assembly.

Referring now to the drawings, wherein like reference
numerals denote corresponding parts throughout the sev-
eral views, the numeral 10 designates generally an im-
proved hat box constructed in accordance with the in-
vention. The hat box 10 is comprised of a bottom mem-
ber 11, preferably of cardboard, a side member 12 of
the same material, and a fabric bag 13. The bottom
member 11 (see Fig. 5), is circular in shape and is pro-
vided about its periphery with a plurality of equidis-
tantly spaced V-shaped cut-outs 14 forming a plurality
of tabs 15. The bases of the tabs 15 lie along a circular
score line 16 concentrically cut in the bottom member
11, facilitating bending said tabs upwardly, as illustrated
in Fig. 3, when assembling the container.
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The side member 12 (see Fig. 4) is rectangular in
shape and provided at one end with a vertical slit 17, and
at the other end with a tongue 18 of substantially the
same length. The ends of the slit 17 terminate in
small circular openings 19, and the tongue 18 is slightly
rounded at its outer corners, as indicated at 20, where-
by said tongue may readily be inserted in said slit when
the side member 12 is bent in a circle about the bottom
member 11, when assembling the box, as illustrated in
Fig. 3.

The fabric bag 13 is preferably constructed with a
circular bottom 21 of substantially the same diameter
as the outer diameter of the assembled side member 12,
so as to snugly receive the assembled bottom member 11
and side member 12, as illustrated in Fig. 3. 'The bot-
tom 21 of the fabric bag 13 is cylindrical in shape and is
provided with a pair of drawstrings 23, 24 counteract-
ing in a pair of loops 25 at the upper peripheral end of
said body. The fabric bag body 22, as illustrated in
Figs. 1 and 3, is of such length as to enable the box
to be neatly closed as illustrated in Fig. 2, when the
drawstrings 23, 24 are pulled outwardly against each
other. The box can be opened simply by pulling apart
the central gathered neck at the top of the fabric bag.

It is to be noted that since the fabric bag 13 is not
attached in any way to the bottom member 11 and the
side member 12, it can readily be removed and used
separately as a loose, general purpose carrying bag when
the cylindrical hat box is no longer needed. My inven-
tion thus, besides having the above mentioned advantages
of being inexpensive, easily shipped and readily assem-
bled, is also practical and economical in that the fabric
bag can be used long after the hat box has served its
particular purpose.

While I have shown and described herein one embodi-
ment of my improved collapsible hat box in detail it is
to be understood that the invention is not to be limited
to the exact form disclosed, but that changes may be
made therein, within the scope of what is claimed, with-
out departing from the spirit of the invention.

I claim:

1. In a collapsible container, the combination com-
prising, a flat bottom member, means peripherally ar-
ranged about said bottom member and bendable upwardly
to provide a peripheral upstanding flange, a rectangular
wall member bendable into a form surrounding the pe-
riphery of said bottom member, means for connecting
the lateral ends of said wall member together for hold-
ing said wall member in formed condition, a fabric bag
operative to-receive and snugly embrace said bottom
member and said wall member in bent condition to pro-
vide a container, and means in the top of said bag for
enclosing the top of said bag about the top of said wall
member for closing the container.

2. In a collapsible container for hats and the like ob-
jects, the combination comprising, a flat circular bot-
tom member, means peripherally arranged about said
bottom member and bendable upwardly to provide a pe-
ripheral upstanding flange, a flat rectangular wall mem-
ber bendable into circular form fitting about the pe-
ripheral flange of said body member, means for inter-
connecting the lateral ends of said wall member for hold-
ing said wall member in circular form, a fabric bag for
receiving and snugly embracing said bottom member
and said wall member in bent and interfitted condition
to provide a container, and means in the top of said bag
for enclosing said bag about the top of said wall member
for closing the container thus formed.

3. The collapsible container as defined in claim 2
wherein said flange providing means comprises a plu-
rality of V-shaped cut-outs defining a plurality of tabs
along the periphery of said bottom member, and a cir-



3.

cular concentric score line impressed in said bottom
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member, the bases of said tabs lying substantially along

said score line.

‘4. The- cqﬂapsible vcontainer as defined in’claim 2 %’?;g’gg?
wherein said interconnecting means comprises a vertical 5 1:325:485
slit in one end of said side member and a tongue in the 1,343,726
other end of said side member, said fongue being in- 2,075,465
sertable in said slit. 2,755,983
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