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UNITED STATES PATENT OFFICE 
oRNAMENTAL Box 

Russel I. Rhodes, North Attleboro, Mass., assignor 
to The Mason Box Company, Attleboro Falls, 
Mass., a corporation of Massachusetts 

Application September 8, 1943, Serial No. 501,533 
(C1. 229-45) 3. Claims, 

In the manufacture of ornamental boxes for 
jewelry and the like it is often desirable to arch 
the top, by embossing or otherwise, either for or 
namental purposes or to accommodate an article 
of jewelry or the like in the box or both. Owing 
to difficulties of manufacture it is not feasible to 
form the vertical sides of the cover integrally 
with the central transverse section if the central 
section is embossed very deeply, although it is 
feasible to form a horizontal margin around the 
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embossed central portion. It is also often desir 
able to provide a box with a rim of metal or other 
hard material, not only for the purpose of 
strengthening the box but also for the purpose of 
enhancing the appearance. 

Objects of the present invention are to provide 
an improved construction which permits deep 
embossing of the cover or bottom), which per 
mits the use of a rim of metal or the like in a 
simple and inexpensive manner, which comprises 
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a minimum number of parts and which may be 
manufactured rapidly and economically. 
According to the present invention the box com 

prises a transverse wall, which may be the top in 
the case of the cover portion of the box or the 

together with an elongate rim extending around 
the edge of the Wall. With upper and lower flanges 
overlapping opposite sides of the wall, a tongue 
and slot connection or other means for securing 
the ends of the rim together with the rim drawn 
Snugly around the aforesaid edge of the Wall, and 
a spacer overlapping one side of the Wall adja 
cent the aforesaid edge for holding the Wall 
against vertical movement relatively to the rim. 
In the case of a cover th Spacer seats against the 
under side of the transverse Wall and in the case 
of a bottom the Spacer Seats against the upper 
side of the transverse wall. In the preferred em 
bodiment the central portion of the transverse 
Wall is embOSSed, leaving a horizontal margin ex 
tending around the raised central portion. The 
aforesaid Spacer is preferably in the form of a 
strap fitting into the rim between the branches 
with one edge of the strap seating on one of the 
flanges and the other edge Seating on the margin 
of the transverse Wall. In the preferred embodi 
ments the flanges on the rim are serrated to per 
mit the rim to be bent inwardly. 
For the purpose of illustration the preferred 

embodiments of the invention are shown in the 
accompanying drawing in which 

Fig. 1 is a side elevation of one embodiment; 
Fig. 2 is a section on line 2-2 of Fig.1; 
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Fig. 3 is a top view of 
shown in Fig. 1; 

Fig. 4 is a section on line 4-4 of Fig. 3; 
Fig. 5 is a side elevation of the ends of the 

rim before they are secured together; 
Fig. 6 is a side elevation of another embodi 

ment; 
Fig. 7 is a bottom view of the cover of the box 

shown in Fig. 6; 
Fig. 8 is a section on line 8-8 of Fig. 6; 
Fig. 9 is a section on line 9-9 of Fig. 6; and 
Fig. 10 is a perspective view of the interlock 

ing ends of the rim shown in Figs. 6 to 9. 
The particular embodiment of the invention 

chosen for the purpose of illustration in Figs. 1. 
to 5 comprises an oval box having a base B and 
a cover C. The base B comprises a transverse 
wall forming the bottom of the box, a rim 2 hav 
ing upper and lower flanges 3 and 4 and a spacer 
5 in the form of a strap disposed within the rim 
With its upper edge seating against the flange 3 

the bottom of the box 

and its lower edge seating against the upper side 
of the marginal portion of the bottom . As 
shown in Figs. 3 and 4 the flanges 3 and 4 are 
Serrated to permit the rim to be bent inwardly to 

botton in the case of the lowe part of the box, SC, the Otine of the periphery of the bottom . The bottom and spacer 5 are pref 
erably formed of cardboard and the rim 2 is pref 
erably formed of thin metal. While the ends of 
the rim may be interconnected in various Ways, 
the particular way illustrated in Fig. 5 comprises 
extensions, and 7 on the ends of the strap, the extension 6 having a slot 8through which the ex 
tension 7 may be inserted and then folded over as 
shown in Fig. 2. The cover C may be formed as 
hereinafter described in connection with the sec 
ond illustration or in any other suitable manner. 
The preferred method of assembling the base B 

comprises first wrapping the rim 2 snugly around 
the periphery of the bottom , then interengag 
ing the ends of the rim, and finally pressing the 
Spacer 5 into the rim. The spacer 5 is prefer 
ably formed in One strap whose length is approx 
imately equal to the circumference of the bottom 
I. In placing the strap in the rim one end of the 
strap is first pressed into the rim and then the 
rest of the strap is progressively inserted 
throughout the periphery of the rim. 
The embodiment shown in Figs. 6 to 10 in 

clusive comprises a cover C and a base B, each 
having the square outline shown in Fig. 7. The 
base B may be constructed like the base B in 
Figs. 1 to 5 inclusive or in any other suitable 
manner. The cover C' comprises a transverse 
wall constituting the top of the cover, the cen 

  



2 
tral portion of this wall being deeply embossed, 
with a narrow margin 2. Extending around the 
periphery of the top f is a rim 2 having upper 
and lower flanges extending inwardly above and 
below the margin 2, V-shaped notches being cut 
in the flanges 3 and 4 at the corners of the 
box to permit the rin) to be bent inwardly at 
right angles. Fitting inside the rim 2 is a 
spacer Strap f 5 which holds the margin 2 Snugly 
against the bottom of the upper flange 3. The 
parts of the cover C are preferably constructed 
and arranged like the parts in the base B of the 
first embodiment except in that the central por 
tion of the transverse wall it is deeply embossed 
and except in the method of interlocking the 
ends of the Strap. As shown in Fig. 10 the ends 
of the strap 2 have extensions 6 and li, the 
extension f having a slot f8 and the extension 
6 having a spring tongue 9 struck up to snap 
behind the edge of the slot f8 when the exten 
Sion f6 is inserted through the slot. Before the 
rim is applied the extensions 6 and 7 are bent 
at right angles as shown in Fig. 10. Then when 
the parts are brought together they interlock automatically. 
A cardinal feature of the invention consists in 

that, by virtue of the fact that the transverse 
wall ( or ) overlaps the spacer (5 or 5), the 
tWo parts are firmly locked together by means 
of the rim Without the aid of binding paper such 
as is customarily used in securing the top or 
bottom of a pasteboard box to the side walls. 
Thus the cost of the box is materially reduced. 
This construction is also advantageous in that 
it permits deep embossing of the transverse wall 
without causing distortion or unevenness in the 
side Walls of the box. 

It should be understood that the present dis 
closure is for the purpose of illustration only and 
that this invention includes all modifications and 
equivalents which fall within the scope of the 
appended claims. 

I claim: 
1. A box comprising an end wall, a peripheral 

Wall extending around the periphery of the end 
Wall and Seating on the margin thereof, an elon 
gate Strap extending around said walls with 
marginal flanges for holding the walls together, 
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and means for securing the ends of the strap 
together with the strap drawn Snugly against 
the peripheral edge of said end Wall, the Width 
of the strap being greater than the depth of the 
peripheral Wall. So that said flanges Overlap op 
posite ends of the peripheral wall and each of 
said flanges being recurrently Serrated through 
out its entire width. So that the Strap may be 
bent freely to conform to the circumferential 
contour of the peripheral Wall. 

2. A jewelry box of the type having shallow 
top and bottom parts, one of the parts compris 
ing a peripheral wall extending around the pe 
riphery of One end Wall and seating on the mal 
gin thereof, an elongate strap extending around 
Said Walls With marginal flanges fol holding the 
walls together, and means for securing the ends 
of the strap together with the strap drawn Snug 
ly against the peripheral edge of said end wall, 
the Width of the Strap being greater than the 
depth of the peripheral Wall So that said flanges 
overlap opposite ends of the peripheral wall and 
each of said flanges being recurrently serrated 
throughout its entire width so that the strap 
may be bent freely to conform to the circum 
ferential contour of the peripheral wall. 

3. A jewelry box of the type having shallow 
top and bottom parts, one of the parts compris 
ing a peripheral wall extending around the pe 
riphery of the end wall and seating on the mar 
gin thereof, an elongate strap extending around 
said Walls With marginal fanges for holding the 
walls together, and means for securing the ends 
of the strap together with the strap drawn snug 
ly against the peripheral edge of said end wall, 
the Width of the strap being greater than the 
depth of the peripheral Wall so that said flanges 
overlap opposite ends of the peripheral wall and 
the flanges being bent, inwardly at right-angles 
to Seat against the outside of the end wall and 
against One end of the peripheral wall respec 
tively, the latter flange serving as a seat for said 
other part of the box when the box is closed, 
and each of said flanges being recurrently ser 
rated throughout its entire width so that the 
strap may be bent freely to conform to the cir 
cumferential contour of the peripheral wall. 

RUSSELL. I. RHODES. 


