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To all whom it may concern.:

Be it known that I, ALBERT A. FREEMAN,
a citizen of the United States, and a resident
of Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, have invent-
ed certain new and useful Improvements in
Return-Balls, of which the following is a de-
scription, reference being had to the annexed
drawings, making part hereof.

My invention relates to the toy called a
“return-ball,” its general form being that
which is well known to the trade—to wit, a
sphere attached to an elastic band or cord.

The object of my improvements is to pro-
duce a toy of the class referred to which while
being thrown to and fro will in its transit give
forth musical or resonant sounds.

In the drawings, Figure 1 is a plan view of
my device; Fig. 2, a detached perspective
view of a cylinder designed to be set in and
to pass through the middle interior of the ball
and provided with a lower flange or check;
Fig. 3, a vertical cross-sectional view of my
device; Fig. 4, a detached perspective view
of the plunger and its rod, showing also a
spherical bell and ball in the same form as
the ordinary sleigh-bell.

1 is the body of the ball, which may be of
rubber, wood, papier-méché, or other suitable
material; 2, a middle cylindrical opening
through the ball; 3, a metallic or other cyl-
inder adapted to set through said opening,
provided beneath with a flange or check 4 to
hold the cylinder from passing too far into or
through opening 2.

55 5 are flexible ears projecting upward
from the upper rim of cylinder 3; 6, acap
the outer rim of which rests upon the ball 1
and it is pierced with openings 7 7 and slots
8 8. These slots are adapted to receive the
flexible ears 5 5, which latter project through
them and are bent over, (see Tigs. 1 and 3,)
thus holding the cylinder 3 up in place and
securing the cap firmly over the end of said
cylinder.

The lower end 10 ‘of eylinder 3 is pierced

with an opening 9, and “false bottom” or .

disk 11 above the true bLottom 10 of the eyl-
inder is pierced with opening 12. There is
left between the two bottoms a space 13, thus
forming a whistle. Air forced through open-
ings 9-and 12 will produce a shrill sound.

14 is a plunger or cage provided with a full
bottom 15, adapted by its diameter to nearly

fill the circular space in the cylinder 3, where-
by as said plunger rises and falls air will be

drawn or expelled through the whistle in the

bottom of said cylinder.

16 is a yolke across the cage 14, into which
is secured the rod 17, the upper end of which,
after passing freely through an opening in the
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center of cap 6, terminates in a ring 18, to -

which is attached the elastic band 20.

21 is a weak spiral spring setting around
rod 17 and above it sets against cap 6 and be-
neath rests upon yoke 16.

19 is a bell of the ordinary sleigh-bell form
in construction provided with the interior
rolling ball or knocker. This bell may be set
rigidly in cage 14 or may be allowed to roll
around freely therein, as shown. By holding
the rear end of the elastic and throwin g the
ball the weight of the latter will draw rod 17
and its plunger or cage 14 up, compress spring
21, and draw air through the whistle in the
lower end of cylinder 3. As the ball returns
this action will be reversed. In the mean-
time the sleigh-bell will be fulfilling the ob-
jects of its creation by making itself heard
in the world. '
~ The ‘sphere 1 is simply a block, and this
block may be made of any form suitable to
the taste of the manufacturer or the demands
of the trade.  The sides of the interior space
2 simply serve as a guide to the plunger in
itsreciprocation. My device forms a musical
return-ball. The bottom 10 forms a cap to
the lower opening of the block.

What I claim as new is—

A musical return-block consisting of the
combination of block 1 provided with an in-
terior space 2; guide 3; cap 6; plunger 14;
rod 17 attached thereto and piercing said cap,
the outer end of said rod being adapted to
be attached to a cord; bell 19 set in said
plunger; double bottom or whistle 10, 11,
pierced with openings 9, 12; spring 21 ar-
ranged between said plunger and one of the
caps, substantially as and for the purposes
described.

Intestimony whereof I have hereunto affixed
my signature in the presence of two subscrib-
ing witnesses.

ALBERT A. FREEMAN,

Witnesses:

GREORGE E. BUCKLEY,
THEO. MUNGEN.
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