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Be it known that I, JoHN M. C. MURPHY, 
of Boston, in the county of Suffolk, of the State 
of Massachusetts, have invented a new and 
useful Improvement in Shirts; and I do here 
by declare the same to be described in the fol 
lowing specification and represented in the ac 
Companying drawings, of which 

Figure 1 is a front elevation, and Figs. 2 and 
3 transverse and horizontal sections, of a shirt 
front made in accordance with my invention. 
Fig. 4 is a front view of the front, showing the 
manner in which it is slit vertically and lat 
erally prior to being gathered or plaited in the 
part immediately below the lateral slit. 
My improvementis to enable me to construct 

of a single piece of cloth a shirt-front with an 
Opening from the neck down to the waist and 
with laps at such opening. - 
In carrying out my invention Islit the piece 

A (of the right form externally) from the neck 
down Ward to the waist, in manner as shown 
by the line a b in Fig. 4, and next slit it later 
ally in the lower terminus of the linea, b a suffi. 
cient distance, either by a straight line, be, or 
by a curved line. Having done this, I gather 
or plait laterally the part immediately below 
the line b c, so as to cause the part directly 
over such line and between it and the neck, 
and on one side of the linea, b, to lap over and 
upon the part which is on the opposite side of 
Such line at b, and after having hemmed or 
properly finished the two laps and provided 
One With buttons and the other with a but 
toning-fly I usually sew or fix to the plaited 
or gathered portion of the waist, and so as to 
cover the lower part of the outer lap, a trian 
gular or other proper shaped stay, c. 
In Fig. 1 the outer lap is shown at d, while 

in Fig. 2 the outer and inner laps are repre 
sented at d and e. In Fig. 3 the plaiting of 
the part below the lateral slit is shown at f. 

I Would further observe that I make in the 
front, and also in the front parts of the collar 
or collar-band, a set of lacing-holes, and insert 
a lacing therein, and also embroider or orna 
mentally stitch the front, as fancy or custom 
may require, the whole being to give the shirt 

the appearance of what is generally termed a 
“wheelman” or “lawn-tennis player's laced 
bosom shirt.” a 

To the rear or inner side of the overlapping 
part d there is attached a buttoning-fly, f', (see 
Fig. 2,) provided with button-holes to receive 
buttons g, fixed to the lap e on its front side, 
Such being to enable the two laps. to be closed 
together by buttons without such buttons be 
ing seen as going through the outer lap. 
. I am aware that it is not new to make a 
shirt-front with a vertical and lateral cut and 
a plait in it, as hereinbefore described, and to 
sew to such front an entire plaited shirt-bosom, 
so as to cause the folded parts of such front 
above the plait to constitute backings or lin 
ings to the said bosom. I therefore do not 
claim such, as in my shirt such addition or 
bosom is entirely dispensed with and a stay is 
used at the lower parts of the laps; and I have 
to the outerlap a buttoning-fly, and I also have 
buttons to the inner lap to engage with the 
button-holes of the said fly, and I have on the 
outer lap and in the front parts of the collar 
lacing-holes and a lacing, whereby the outer 
lap may be secured to the collar and the lat 
ter closed by the lacing. Therefore 
What I claim as an improved article of 

manufacture is 
1. The described shirt, having its front slit at 

its middle vertically and laterally and folded 
and plaited, as explained, and provided with 
the stay, the buttoning-fly, and buttons, and 
also With the lacing-holes and lacing arranged 
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in the front lap and in the collar, all being 
substantially as set forth. 

2. The shirt-front slit at its middle verti 
cally and laterally and plaited, as described, 
and provided at the junction of the plait and 
folds with the stay, and having to the outer 
fold the buttoning-fly and to the inner fold 
buttons to engage with such fly, all being as 
Set forth. w 

JOHN M. C. MURPHY, 
Witnesses: 

R. E. EDDY, 
E. B. PRATT. 


