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This invention relates to securing means 

for the covers or lids of boxes, crates and like packages in which goods are shipped, and 
which are returned, the purpose being to 

The invention provides a fastener which 
not only secures the cover or lid, but which 
prevents lateral movement thereof, thereby 

10 obviating the necessity of additional means 
to prevent lateral and longitudinal move 
ment of the cover when placed in position 
upon the box. . . The invention supplies a fastener includ 

15 ing a latch and a stop, the latch being spring 
actuated, and the stop having a catch ap 
plied thereto and adapted to engage the latch 

from the stop. 
and prevent casual disengagement thereof - - 

. . . . . . . . . . . . secured to the side of the box or crate in posi 
While the drawing illustrates a preferred 

embodiment of the invention, it is to be uns 
derstood that in adapting the means to meet 

20 

specific needs and requirements, the desion: 
may be varied and changes in the minor de 
tails of construction may be resorted to with 
in the scope of the invention as claimed, 
without departing from the spirit thereof. 

For a full understanding of the invention 
and the merits thereof, reference is to be had 
to the following description and the draw 
ing hereto attached, in which - . 

Figure 1 is a detail perspective view illus 
trative of an embodiment of the invention. 
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Figure 2 is a detail, sectional view on the 
line 2-2 of Figure.1. . . . 

Figure 3 is a detail, sectional view on the 
line 3-3 of Figure 1. - 
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Figure 4 is a detail perspective view of . . . . tr. - - 
- distance than the opposite end, with the re 

sult that the latch is Weighted, so that the 90 
head will normally occupy a vertical posi 
tion, as indicated most clearly by the dotted 

the engaging end of the latch. 

... nated in the several views of the drawing by 
like reference characters. 
The numeral 1 designates the body of the 

; box, crate, or like package, which is closed 
by means of a cover or lid 2. A cleat 3 is 
applied to the top portion of each end of the 
box or crate to strengthen and reinforce the 
same. 

tion or boss constituting a housing in which 

Corresponding and like parts are referred 
to in the following description and desig 

therein, the slot 12 being disposed vertically, 
or lengthwise of the latch and the slot; 13 

It is to be understood that each end of 
the box or crate is adapted to be provided 

with fastening means embodying the inven 
tion, the same including a latch 4, which is 
secured in any manner to the end of the cover 
or lid 2, and which terminates in an inclined 

5 obviate the practice of hinging, said covers end 5, which is offset from the body of the 55 
or lids or nailing the same to the box or crate. latch to provide an inwardly disposed shoul 

der 6... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
The latch is resilient and the end portion ". . . . 5 capable of spring action for engagement 

with and disengagement from a catch 7. The 60 
latch is of a length to extend across the cleat 
3 and downwardly over the end of the box or 
crate to coact with a stop applied thereto. 
The stop is approximately of box form and - 
is open at its front and lower end and come 65 
prises a back 8, sides 9, and an end 10 which 
is disposed so, as to engage over the shoulder 
6 of the latch 4. This stop is adapted to be 
tion to receive the end portion 5 of the latch, 70 
with the shoulder 6 engaging under the end 
10 when the lidor cover 2 is pressed close 
upon the top of the box or crate. It will 
thus be understood that the stop constitutes a housing for the end portion 5 of the latch is 
The shoulder portion 6 of the latch is of a 
width approximating the distance between 
the sides 9, whereby to prevent lateral dis 
placement of the cover or lid 2. The stem of 
the catch 7 is mounted in a raised portion 11, so 
pressed outwardly from the bottom or back 
8 of the stop, a retaining pin being inserted diametrically through the end of the stem 
to prevent its withdrawal and the raised por. 
the retaining pin may turn freely. The 
catch is rotatable and its head is elongated, 
one end projecting from the stem a greater 

lines in Figure 2. The end portion 5 of the 
latch has intersecting slots 12 and 13 formed 

95 

transversely of the latch. One end of the 
transverse slot 13 projects from the vertical 
slot 12 to a greater distance than the opposite 
end, as indicated most clearly in Figures 3 
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and 4 to correspond with the end portion of 
the catch 7, the total length of the slot, how 
eyer, being less than the extreme length of 
the catch. 
The parts being assembled as herein indi 

cated, and shown in the accompanying draw 
ings, the lid or cover 2, when properly posi 
tioned upon the box or crate causes the end 

10 
portion 5 of the latch to enter the space of 
the stop circumscribed by the sides 9 and end 
10. The end 5 of the latch riding over the 
catch 7 results in the latter passing through 
the vertical slot 12. The lower portion of 
the end 5 is now pressed inward to cause the 

* 5 slot 12 to clear the inner edge of the catch 7, 
after which said catch is turned and the end 
5 released, when it springs outwardly and 

20 
of the shoulder 6 and end 10 in preventing 
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receives the inner edge portion of the catch 
7 in the cross slot 13, as shown in Figure 3. 
This results in the formation of a lock and 
causes the catch 7 to supplement the action 

upward movement of the latch. To release 
the latch the end 5 is required to be pressed 
inwardly to disengage the slot, 13 from the 
catch 7, which is then turned to alline with 
the vertical slot 12. The latch 4 is now 
drawn outward to clear the catch 7 and end 
10, thereby releasing the cover or lid 2 which 
may be removed. x - 

. The catch. 7 includes a stem and a flat head 
and is pivoted to the back 8 of the stop so as 
to turn freely. The longitudinal slot 12 is 
of a length to permit the flat head of the 

35 catch to pass freely therethrough. The 
transverse slot 13 is of less length than the 
flat head to prevent its passage therethrough, 
as shown most clearly in Figure 3 of the 
drawing. The flat head is partly received 

40 in the slot 13 which forms a seat therefor and prevents its casual turning and partly sus 
tains the strain incident to holding the cover 2 in place. 

O 

Having thus described the invention, I 
45 claim: . A fastening comprising a stop of approxi, 

mately box form including a back, sides and 
a top end, a catch journaled in the back of 
the stop and formed with a flat head, and a 
latch having an end portion offset to provide 
a shoulder to engage under the top end of 
the stop, and having intersecting longitudi 
nal and transverse slots in the offset end, the 

5 

longitudinal slot admitting of the head 
passing freely therethrough, whereas the 
transverse slot is of a length less than the 8. 

flat head to partly receive but prevent its 

20 

65 

passage therethrough, whereby to form posi 
-tive interlocking means between the parts 
and prevent accidental turning of the catch, 
the offset end portion of the latch being 
housed in the box form stop. 
In testimony whereof I affix my signature. 

AMOS U. SNOOK. E. s. 


