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(57) Abstract: The present invention addresses the problem of preventing the occurrence of shocks at the time of a
deceleration request in which clutch release control and driving force reduction control overlap, regardless of whether there
is pedal switching time and this time is short or long. Provided are a control method and a control device for a four-wheel
drive electric vehicle in which a drive source comprises a motor/generator (4), left/right front wheels (10L, 10R) serve
as main drive wheels connected to the drive source, and left/right rear wheels (111, 11R) serve as auxiliary drive wheels
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connected to the drive source via an electronic control coupling (42). A release command is output to a friction clutch at
the time of a deceleration request when in a four-wheel drive state resulting from engagement of the electronic control
coupling (42). In this control method for a four-wheel drive hybrid vehicle, driving force reduction control for reducing
driving force generated in a driving force transmission system including the regeneration amount by the motor/generator
(4) toward a negative driving force range is performed at the time of a deceleration request. At the time of a deceleration
request in which driving force reduction control and release control of the electronic control coupling (42) overlap, the
negative driving force resulting from the driving force reduction control is limited until the actual clutch capacity of the
electronic control coupling (42) falls to zero.
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