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This invention described herein may be 

manufactured and used by or for the Govern ment for governmental purposes, without the 
payment to me of any royalty thereon. 

s This invention relates to buttons and more 
especially to those of the separable type par 
ticularly applicable to military usage. 
One object of this invention is to provide a 

button embodying a head in the form of an 
10 insignia, a plurality of shanks projecting 

from the head and a background removably 
arranged on the shanks adjacent the insignia, 
which assembly permits the insignia to be 
cleaned and polished without damaging the 

15 material to which the button is attached. 
Another object of this invention is to provide a separable button embodying a 

head, a plurality of shanks' projecting from 
the head and means in connection with the 

20 shanks to hold the background of the button 
firmly against the insignia, thus preventing 
its rotation when operatively positioned 
Another object is to provide a separable 

button, embodying a head, a plurality of 
25 shanks extending from the head, and means 

formed on the shanks for cooperation with 
the base of the button to render said base 
adjustable on the shanks commensurate with 
the thickness of the material to which the 30 button is applied. 

Further objects of this invention appear 
more fully in the description of the invention 
which consists in the new and novel features 
of construction and combination of parts 

35 hereinafter set forth and claimed. 
Briefly stated, this invention comprises an 

insignia of suitable design having on its 
rear surface a pair of diametrically opposed, 
rearwardly projectingshanks reduced at two 

40 or more points in their length to provide a 
plurality of shoulders, a base formed with 
seats to receive the shanks and having means 
associated with the seats for engagement with 
said shoulders, a background positioned upon 

45 the shanks intermediate the insignia and 
base, and springs carried by the respective 
shanks to engage the background and force 
the latter into operative relation with re spect to the overlying insignia. 

Referring more particularly to the accom panying drawing in which corresponding 
parts are indicated by similar reference characters: 

Fig. 1 is a view illustrating the application 
of insignia and background to the uniform 
of an Army officer. 

Fig. 2 is a top plan view illustrating 
the arrangement of the insignia on the back 
ground. - 

Fig. 3 is a side elevation showing the com 
bination of the insignia with its detachable 
background held in position by springs at 
tached to the shanks of the insignia. 

Fig. 4 is a sectionized assembly view of the 
Separable button partly in section showing 
one of the shank holding means in locked 
position and one in open position within 
the button base, and 

Fig. 5 is a view of the button head with its 
shanks about to be inserted in the apertures 
of its background. . . w 

Heretofore in insignia button utilized by the Army, the insignia and its background, 
constituted a unitary structure and as a con 
sequence cleaning without soiling the gar 
ment to which the button was attached, was 
more or less of a difficult undertaking. 
It is therefore the aim and purpose of this 

invention to remove this defect by providing 
a button of three separable components, head, 
background and base, which may be quickly 
and conveniently disassembled for any pur pose desired. 
In the illustrated embodiment character 

izing this invention (1) indicates an insignia 
button which in the present illustration is 
shown attached to a U. S. Army uniform. 
This button consists of a head (2) in the 
form of an insignia, said head being pro 
vided with laterally spaced shanks (3) and 
(4) which project rearwardly and are per 
pendicular to the under surface (5) of the 
button head (2). Slidably mounted on the 
shanks, (3) and (4) is a background (6) 
consisting of a disk shaped member having 
therein apertures (7) and (8) through which 
the shanks (3) and (4) project as shown in Fig. 5 of the drawings, 
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The background (6) when in underlying 
relation with respect to the insignia is heli 
in position by means of leaf springs (9) and 
(10) suitably secured to the shanks (3) and 
(4) as shown in Fig. 3 of the drawings. 
In order to facilitate alignment of the 

parts the shanks (3) and (4) are formed 
with shoulder pieces (12) and (13) which 
fit into the apertures (7) and (8) of the 
background (6). These shanks (3) and (4) 
are further provided with saw tooth like 
shoulders (14) and (15) which will herein 
after be described. 
The base member (16) cooperating with 

shanks (3) and (4) in the present instance 
comprises a hollow shell (17) having front 
and rear portions (18) and (19), the front 
portion (18) being formed with laterally 
spaced apertures (20) the surrounding walls 
of which are inclined with respect to said 
front portion (18) to provide seats (21) and 
(22). On the rear portion (19) are also 
formed a plurality of apertures (23) in 
alignment with the said aperture in the front 
portion. 

Each of the openings (23) is covered by 
a cap (25) carrying a pair of resilient 
tongues (24) which extend through said 
opening and to the interior of the base. 
The tongues are curved inwardly toward 
each other as at (26) and outwardly as at 
(26) so that when caps (25) are depressed, 
the inwardly curved portions (26) of the 
tongues are directed by the converging walls 
of seats (21) and (22) into binding engage 
ment with one of the shoulders (14) and 
(15) of shanks (3) and (4) dependent upon 
the thickness of the material to which the 
button is attached, as will be readily under 
stood without further discussion. 
As the tongues are brought into engaged 

relation with said shoulders the portions 
(26) of tongues (24) having passed 
through the openings (23) of the base ex 
pand sufficiently to retain the caps in their depressed position. 
With this arrangement it is evident, a 

button is provided having a base which may 
be quickly disengaged from the head, to 
permit ready removal of the button from the 
garment to which it is applied and enable 
the background and insignia to be separately 
handled for cleaning or any other purpose 
desired. 
Although in the foregoing certain ele 

ments have been described as best adapted 
to perform the functions allotted to them, 
nevertheless it is to be understood that va 
rious minor changes may be resorted to with 
in the scope of the appended claims without 
departing from or sacrificing any of the 
principles of the invention. 

Having described my invention, what I 
claim as new and wish to secure by Letters 
Patent is: 

i,690,129 

1. A separable button comprising a head 
in the nature of an insignia, a pair of shanks 
projecting from the head, a base, coacting 
means in connection with said base and 
shanks to detachably engage the base with 
said shanks, a background removably posi 
tioned upon the shanks between the base and 
head and means carried by the shanks and 
cooperating with the background to prevent 
relative movement of the latter with respect 
to said head. 

2. A separable button comprising a head 
in the form of an insignia, a pair of shanks 
projecting from the head, a series of shoul 
ders formed on each of said shanks, a base, 
means associated with the base and coacting 
with said shoulders to effect a detachable 
connection between said base and head, a 
background disposed between the base and 
head and having therein apertures for the 
passage of said shanks and means carried by 
the shanks and coacting with the back 
ground to prevent relative movement of the 
latter with respect to said head. 

3. A separable button comprising a head 
in the form of an insignia, a pair of shanks 
projecting from the head, a series of shoul 
ders formed on each of said shanks, a base, 
means associated with the base and co-acting 
with said shoulders to effect a detachable 
connection between base and head, a back 
ground disposed between the base and head 
and having therein apertures for the pas 
sage of said shanks and a leaf spring carried 
by each shank for engagement with the 
background to force the latter into engage 
ment with the head and prevent relative 
movement therebetween. 

4. A separable button comprising a head 
in the form of an insignia, a pair of shanks 
projecting from the head in laterally spaced 
relation, a series of shoulders formed in 
aligning relation on each of said shanks, a 
base, means associated with the base and co 
acting with the shoulders to effect a detach 
able connection between said base and head, 
a background situated intermediate the base 
and head and having therein openings for 
the passage of said shanks and spring means 
carried by each of said shanks and coacting 
with the background to prevent relative 
movement between said head and back 
ground. 

5. A separable button comprising a head 
in the form of an insignia, a pair of annular 
bosses disposed in laterally spaced relation 
on the rear surface of the insignia, a shank 
extending from each of said bosses, a series 
of shoulders formed on said shanks, a base, 
means associated with the base and coacting 
with said shoulders to effect a detachable 
connection between the base and head, a 
background disposed intermediate the base 
and head and having therein openings for 
the passage of said bosses and a leaf spring 
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carried by each of said shanks and coacting 
with the background to prevent relative 
movement of the latter and said head. 

6. A separable button comprising a head 
in the nature of an insignia, a shank project 
ing from the head, a base, coacting means in 
connection with said base and shank to de 

tachably engage the base with said shank, a 
background removably positioned upon the 
shank between the base and head and means 10 
carried by the shank and cooperating with 
the background to prevent relative move 
ment of the latter with respect to said head. 

LOUIS W. PRENTISs. 


