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To all whom tt may concern:

- UNITED STATES

PaTENnT OFFICE.

CHARLES J. FOLLETT, OF LAREDO, TEXAS, ASSIGNOR OF ONE-HALF TO
WILLIAM H. MIMS AND LEONARD NELSON, OF LAREDO, TEXAS.

FOLDING COT.

SPECIFICATION forming part of Letters Patent No, 686,649, dated November 12, 1901,
’ Application filed J'a,nqary 14,1901. Serial No. 43,217, (No model))

Be it known that I, CHARLES J. FOLLETT,
a citizen of the United States, residing at La-
redo,in thecounty of Webband State of Texas,
have invented a new and useful Folding Cot,
of which the following is a specification.

This invention relates to folding cots for
general use,but particularly adapted forarmy
service or by large numbers of persons, snch
asincamps; and the object of the present con-
struction and the minor modifications there-
of is to provide a simple and effective form
of cot that can be easily reduced to compact
form for transportation or storage and readily
set up in operative position for use, the sev-
eral parts being strong and durable and com-
paratively inexpensive in the cost of manu-
facture. _

The invention consists in the construection
and arrangement of the several parts, which
will be more fully hereinafter described and
claimed.

In the drawings, Figure 1 is a perspective
view of a cot embodying the features of the
invention. Fig. 2 is a sectional elevation of
a portion of the same. Fig. 3 shows detail
perspective views of parts of the improved
cot. Tig. 4 is a detail perspective view of a
portion of a cot, showing a modification of the
invention. Fig. 5 is a sectional elevation of
a portion of the modified form of the cot.
Fig. 6 shows perspective views of portions of
the modified form of the cot. Fig. 7isaside
elevation of portions of rails of the cot, show-
ing a different form of hinge.

Similar numerals of reference are employed
to indicate corresponding parts in the several
views. ;

The numeral 1 designates the opposite side
rails of the cot, as shown by Fig. 1 and par-
tially shown by Figs. 2 and 3, each side rail
being formed in two parts of equal length
and having the inner ends hinged by a'strap-
hinge 2, applied to the under edges thereof
and adapted to break in folding in a direction
opposite that to which the weight of the per-
son resting on the cot is applied, so that there
will be no liability of an aceidental movement
of the said rails of the cot when in practical
use. 'The complete side rails are of the usunal
length, and the upper portions of the opposite
terminalg are formed with horizontal mortises

3 of a depth equal to the thickness of the head

and foot bars £ and 5, transversely extending
from one rail to the other and terminally seat-
ed in the said mortises.. To the said foot and

end bars a woven spring-wire webbing 6 is se--

cured, as shown, and is stretched to the re-
quired degree when the rails 1 are arranged in
operative position, butloosened when therails
and remaining parts are separated for fold-
ing. Inthisconnection it will be understood
that any kind of wire-web-stretching means
may be applied to the head and foot bars, and
instead of the woven-wire web a fabric web

may be employed. The opposite terminals’

of the head and foot bars are formed with
slots 7, one in each terminal, which open out-
wardly therefrom and extend longitudinally
thereof, and engaging the said slots and ap-
ertures 8 in the mortised terminals of the side
rails are clamping-bolts 9, having heads that
bear on the upper surfaces of the head and
foot bars over theslots of the latter and lower
screw-threaded extremities supplied with ad-
justable nuts to bear against the under edges
of the rails, washers being mounted on the
bolts and interposed between the heads and
nuts thereof and the bars and rails. It will
also be understood that the end bars 4 and 5
are in no sense web-stretching devices as or-
dinarily understood in this art, as it is pro-
posed to employ independent mechanism for
this purpose, as already indicated; but they
do draw the web taut to a certain degree when
applied in operative position on the rails and
are braced to resist the strain of the web by
the mortised construction of the rail-termi-
nals, as set forth. The particular construc-
tion set forth has been devised to facilitate
the assemblage and disconnection of the rails
and bars and to adapt the several parts to be
reduced to compact and convenient form for
storage or transportation. By loosening the
clamping-bolts 9 the side rails 1 can be drawn
outwardly in a sidewise direction from the
end bars 4 and 5 without completely detach-
ing the bolts from said rails, and thus always
have the said bolts in convenient position for
immediate use and prevent loss of the same.
The rails have opposite legs 10 pivoted to the
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inner sides thereof and adapted to fold in- -

wardly, and when extended for use said legs
will bear against stop projections 11 for ob-
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vious reasons.. When the side rails 1 are dis-
connected from the head and foot or end bars
4 and 5, the legs 10 are turned inwardly and
said rails folded to just half their normal
length. One of the bars4 or 5 is then grasped
and the web rolled thereon and the rails bun-
dled therewith and suitably secured by a sur-
rounding device. One of the most conven-
ient modes of bundling the parts is to fold
the rails and place them on the web before
the latter is rolled and pass it around said
rails and then tie or strap the completed
bundle. When putting the parts together,
the rails are opened and the loose bolts 9
slipped into the slots in the ends of the bars
4 and 5 and then tightened. The mortised
construction of the terminals of the rails also
provides a flush-fitting for the bars, this ar-
rangement being of material importance in
view of the adaptability of either end of the
cot to serve as the head end.

The form of the cot shown by Figs. 4, 5, and
6 embodies the same structure in the main as
that just deseribed, except that the end or
hiead and foot bars 12 and 13 do not have ter-
minal-slots, but simply vertical openings 14
therethrough for the bolts 9 and carry the

_bolts therewith when the paris are separated.

In this instance the terminals of the rails are
formed with longitudinal slots 15, which open
outwardly endwise therefrom and receive the
bolts, Thisisa reversal of the construction
heretofore set forth, and in separating the
parts the Dbolts are loosened and the rails
turned up or tilted to move the bolts out
through the open terminals of the slotsin the
ends of the bars and the same bundling op-
eration proceeded with as before described.
In this construetion the horizontal mortises 3
are dispensed with and angle-braces 12* are
employed for holding the bed or cot bottom 6,
(shown by Fig. 1,) and thus permit adjustable
features for the latter to be employed and co-
act with said braces. '

In Fig. 7 the rail-sections are shown joined
by a different form of hinge 16 and consisting
of straps 17, secured to either the outer or in-
ner side thereof and disposed at a downward
angle of inclination,with their lower ends piv-
otally attached. The effect and operation of
this hinge is the same as the form heretofore
set forth.

From the foregoing description, wherein
changes in the construction have been fully
set forth, it will be understood that the im-
proved cot is intended to be equipped with
all the attachments which the user may de-
mand in addition to the particular construc-
tion embodying the features of the invention,
and though the preferred forms have been de-
seribed it is obviously apparent that changes
in the form, size, proportions, and minor de-
tails may be resorted to without departing
from the principle of the invention,

Having thus described the invention, what
is claimed as new is—

1. In a cot, the combination of side rails
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each composed of two sections of equallength
and hinged at the inner ends, folding legs on
the said rails, head and foot bars removably
secured to said rails, the terminals of one of
the latter parts in each instance being slot-
ted in the longitudinal direction thereof, and
clamping-bolts carried by one of the said lat-
ter parts and engaging the slotted terminals
of the other, the direction of the slotsin said
terminals permitting movement of one of the
parts directly engaged by the bolts when the
latter are lowered to allow the head and foot
bars to be disconnected without detaching the
said bolts from the unslotted terminals of the
adjacent parts.

2. In a cot, the combination of side rails
each composed of two sections of equallength
hinged at the inner ends and having upper
terminal longitudinally-extending mortises,
folding legs on the said rails, head and foot
bars removably secured to the mortised ter-
minals of the said rails, the terminals of one
of the latter parts at each end having out-
wardly-opening slots extending in the longi-
tudinal direction thereof, and clamping-bolts
carried by one of said latter parts and remov-
ably engaging the slotted terminals of the
other so that said parts can be separated with-
ouf disconnecting the bolts from the part car-
rying the same, the direction of the slots in
said terminals permitting movement of one
of the parts directly engaged by the bolts
when the latter are lowered to allow the head
and foot bars to be disconnected without de-
taching the said bolts from the unslotted ter-
minals of the adjacent parts.

3. In a cot, the combination of side rails
each composed of two sections of equal length
hinged at the inner ends and having upper
terminal longitudinally - extending mortises
and also provided with folding legs, head and
foot barg forthe attachment of a web disposed
in said mortised terminals of the rails and
formed with terminal slots extending longi-
tudinally thereof and opening outwardly end-
wise therefrom, and clamping-bolts carried
by the terminals of {he rails and removably
engaging the said slots of the foot and head
bars, whereby the said rails may be drawn
sidewise from the bars without entirely dis-
connecting the bolts, the said bars being
adapted to have a web attached thereto, the
direction of the slots in said terminals per-
mitting movement of one of the parts di-
rectly engaged by the bolts when the latter
are lowered to allow the head and foot bars
to be disconnected without detaching the said
bolts from the unslotted terminals of the ad-
jacent parts.

In testimony that I claim the foregoing as
my own I have hereto affixed my signaturein
the presence of two witnesses.

CHAS. J. FOLLETT.

Witnesses: ,
HueH A. McCLELLAND,
J. L. RICHMOND.
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