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10 of the clothes-line as diagrammatically. 
. . . . . . . . . . . . -: detached whenever desired for cleaning, re 

20. The invention is fully disclosed in the foll 
lowing specification, of which the accom- el - O said, elements having brush bodies 21 and 

22 whereas the other ends thereof are pro-. 

85 device which I employ 
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This invention relates to devices for clean 

ing clothes-lines and particularly to a device 
of this class constituting part of a clothes 
line pulley device; and the object of the in 

5:vention is to provide a device of the class-de-: 
scribed involving two elongated, substan 
tially trough-shaped members having brush 
and wiper elements oppositely disposed 
therein for engagement with a clothes-line 

10 passed between said elements; a further ob 
ject being to provide tensional means for 
moving at least one set of elements into firm 
engagement with the clothes-line to insure 
the cleaning thereof; and with these and 

15 other objects in view, the invention consists 
in a device of the class and for the purpose 
specified, which is simple in construction, ef 
ficient in use, and which is constructed as 
hereinafter described and claimed. 

panying drawing forms a part, in which the 
separate parts of my improvement are desig 

- nated by suitable reference characters in each 
of the views, and in which:-- Fig. 1 is a diagrammatic view, showing a 
clothes-line mounted upon two pulleys, and 
illustrating two of my improved cleaning 
devices. . . 39 Fig.2 is a side and sectional view of one of g 
the pulleys and devices shown, in Fig.1. 

Fig. 3 is a partial section on the line 3 
of Fig. 2. . . . . . . . . . . . . 

Fig. 4 is a side view of apodified form of 
; and, ". . . . 

Fig. 5 is a section on the line 5-5 of Fig. 4. 
In Fig. 1 of the drawing, I have shown at 

10, a clothes-line mounted upon two pulleys 
11 and 11, said pulleys being substantially 

40 of the same construction and being simply 
inverted in the two uses so as to engage the 
upper strand 10 as well as the lower strand 
seen in Fig. 1. . . 45 in that Both pulleys 1 and 11 are of simi lar construction, the following brief descrip 
tion and application of reference numerals 
will apply to both pulley devices. As seen 
in Fig.2 of the drawing, the pulley comprises 

50 a box-shaped casing 12, in the side walls of 

its rear end by means of which the 

eration of cleaning or replacing the elements 
21 and 22. w 

1928, serial No. 280,095. 
which the pulley wheel 13 is rotatably mount- . 
ed as seen at 14. Said box-shaped casing 12 
is provided with a coupling ring or eye. 15 at . pulley. 
may be secured to a suitable support. 55. At 16, I have shown one of my improved 
wiping devices which constitutes a part of . 
the pulley structure. Said device consists 
of two channel, or trough-shaped parts 17 
and 18, the part 18 being integral with the 60. 
casing 12 by side arms 19, whereas the part 
17 is supported in connection with the cas 
ing 12 through a spring member 20, the ten 
ision of which normally serves to hold the 
part 10 in engagement with or to move the 65 
same in the direction of the part 18. . . 
The channels of the parts 17 and 18 of the 

wiping device are directed toward each other 
as clearly seen in Figs. 2 and 3 of the draw. 
ing. Mounted in said channels are cleaning 70. 
elements 21 and 22 respectively, one end of . 

vided with wiper bodies 21 and 22°, in the 
form of felt, or other fabric which will be 75 
suitable for the purpose intended having 
sufficient body to withstand the frictional en 
gagement with the clothes-line 10. Said. 
brush bodies as well as the wiper bodies are : 
of such cross sectional form as to encircle the 80 . . 
clothes-line 10 as will be apparent, the brush 
body engagement with the clothesline being 
shown in cross section in Fig. 3 of the draw 
Ing . 

the outer ends of the parts 17 and 18 with 85 
respect to the pulley 11 are preferably con 
tracted as seen at 23 and the inner ends are 
provided with clips 24 which serve to retain 
the elements 21, and 22 against displacement. 
However, it will be understood that any suit 90 : 
able means may be provided for supporting 
the elements 21 and 22 in the parts 17 and 18, it being preferred that said elements may be 
pair or replacement. It will be understood 95 
that the part 17 may be raised by hand under 
the tension of the spring 20 and the clothes 
line 10 removed from said parts in the op 

100 

  



O 

15 
element 28 and a wiper element 29. The 
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be apparent. 

2 

In Figs. 4 and 5 of the drawing, I have 
shown a modified form of cleaning device 25 
which consists of two parts 26 and 27, the 
part 27 being formed integral with a pulley 
structure by side arnas 28 in the same manner 
as the construction of the part 18 shown in 
Figs. 1 to 3 inclusive. But, the part 26, in 
stead of being coupled with the pulley. 
through a spring as in said first named fig 
ures slidably engages the part 27, this result 
being accomplished by providing outwardly 
projecting side flanges 27 on the part 27 and 
corresponding inwardly directed channel 
portions 26 on the part 26. In this construc 
tion, I mount in each part 26 and 27, a brush 
wiper elements 29 are shown in cross section 
in Fig. 5 of the drawing having fibrous 
bodies 29 engaging the clothes-line 10 as will 

In the construction shown in Figs, 4 and 5, 
at least one of each of the elements 28 and 29 
are backed up by springs 30 and 31 secured 
to the crosshead of the parts 26 and 27 which 
are also channel-shaped in cross sectional 
form. These springs serve to force one of the 
elements 28-29 in the direction of the other 
of said elements to firmly engage the clothes 
line arranged between the brush and wiper 
bodies thereof. It Will be understood that 
both of the elements may be backed up by 
springs, if desired, but one set of springs 
should be sufficient. - - 

In the use of my improved cleaning device, 
it will be understood that as the lower part 
10 of the clothes-line is moved outwardly 
from one of the pulleys 11-11 in the opera 
tion of hanging clothes thereon, the clothes 
line is first brushed and then wiped clean. 
At the same time, the upper line 10 is also 
being wiped and cleaned by the other device 
so that when a full line of clothes has been 
hung, both the line in connection with which 
the clothes are coupled and the line arranged 
above the clothes will be thoroughly clean, 
preventing any possibility of soiling the 
laundered clothes by coming into engage 
ment with either the upper or lower part o 
the clothes-line. 

50 
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From the foregoing, it will be apparent 
that I preferably use two of my improved 
devices, one in conjunction with each of the 
pulleys employed in supporting a clothes 
line, but it will be understood that only one 
of these devices may be employed if desired. 

It will be understood that my invention is 
not necessarily limited in use to clothes 
lines or clothes-line pulleys, as the same may 
be applied to any kind or class of strand 
passed around pulleys of any desired struc 
ture, for example in the tise of metallic 
strands such as wire, cabling and the like, 
nor is my invention necessarily limited to the 
specific elements disclosed constituting part 
of the device. 

1,748,899 

While I have shown certain details of con 
struction for carrying my invention into ef 
fect and have illustrated my improved de 
vices as constituting part of a pulley struc 
ture of specific construction, it will be under 
stood that my invention is not limited in 
these respects and various changes therein 
and modifications of the construction herein 
shown and described, may be made within 
the scope of the appended claims without de 
parting from the spirit of my invention or 
sacrificing its advantages. . 

Having fully described my invention, what 
I claim as new and desire to secure by Let 
ters Patent, is: . . . 

1. A pulley, a supporting frame which is 
provided with an extending portion com 
posed of separate parts, one of said parts 
being integral with the frame and the other 
part coupled there with, said parts being ar 
ranged in parallel relation, and cleaning ele 
ments arranged on the inner faces of Said 
parts and adapted to engage said strand. 

2. A pulley. a supporting frame which is 
provided with an extending portion composed 
of separate parts, one of said parts being in 
tegral with the frame and the other part cou 
pled therewith, said parts being arranged in 
parallel relation, cleaning elements arranged 
on the inner faces of said parts and adapted 
to engage said strand, and the second named serve - - - part being joined to said frame by means of 

0. 

75 

80 

95. 

a loop-shaped spring tensionally supporting 
said part upon the other part and said strand. 

3. A pulley, a supporting frame which is 
provided with an extending portion composed 
of separate parts, one of said parts being 
integral with the frame and the other part 
coupled therewith, said parts being arranged 
in parallel relation, cleaning elements ar 
ranged on the inner faces of said parts and 
adapted to engage said strand, and means 
for supporting said parts in adjacent rela 
tion to tensionally engage said cleaning ele 
ments with the strand passed therebetween. 

4. A pulley, a supporting frame which is 
provided with an extending portion com 
posed of separate parts, one of said parts 
being integral with the frame and the other. 
part coupled therewith, said parts being ar 
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16 
ranged in parallel relation, cleaning elements 
arranged on the inner faces of said parts and 
adapted to engage said strand, means for 
supporting said parts in adjacent relation to 
tensionally engage said cleaning elements 
with the strandpassed therebetween, and 
the cleaning elements being of different tex 
ture in each of said parts. 

5. A pulley of the class described compris- - 
ing a supporting casing, a pulley wheel ro 
tatably mounted in said casing, said casing 
having an integral elongated part arranged 
in front of the pulley and in alinement with 
a strand to be passed around said pulley 
wheel, and strand cleaning elements Sup 
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1,748,899 
ported in said part and through which the 
strand is adapted to pass. . . 

6. A pulley of the class described compris 
ing a supporting casing, a pulley, wheel ro 
tatably mounted in said casing, said casing 
having an integral elongated part arranged 
in front of the pulley and in alinement with 
a strand to be passed around said pulley 
wheel, strand cleaning elements supported in 

O said part, and another part coupled with the pulley casing and in which other cleaning 
elements are supported to cooperate with said 
first named elements and between which the 
strand is adapted to pass. 

15 7. A pulley of the class described compris 
ing a supporting casing, a pulley wheel ro 
tatably mounted in said casing, said casing 

20 

having an integral elongated part arranged. 
in front of the pulley and in allinement with 
a strand to be passed around said pulley. 
wheel, strand cleaning elements supported in 
said part, another part coupled with the pull 
ley casing and in which other cleaning ele 
ments are supported to cooperate with said 

5 first named elements and between which the 
strand is adapted to pass, and said last named 
part being fashioned to form a spring loop 
to tensionally support said part upon the . 

30 
first named part. In testimony that I claim the foregoing as 
my invention I have signed my name this . idth day of May, 1928. 
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