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ABSTRACT OF THE DISCLOSURE

A shelf support for supporting a shelf on an upstand-
ing pegboard having a plurality of holes arranged in
equidistantly spaced horizontal rows and vertical col-
umns. The shelf support comprises a base member hav-
ing a planar rear surface adapted to bear against the face
of the associated pegboard. Mounting means are formed
integral with the base member and extend outwardly

~ therefrom for mounting the base member on the asso-
ciated pegboard. A support bracket having a bearing sur-
face is rotatably carried by the base member for rota-
tional movement relative thereto about an axis perpen-
dicular to the plane of the base member, whereby the
bearing surface of the support bracket is adapted to sup-
port one edge of an associated shelf thereon in any one
of a plurality of angular positions relative to the asso-
ciated pegboard, in each of which positions the shelf is
disposed in a plane normal to the plane of the pegboard.

e —— P ———

This invention relates to shelf supports adapted for
use with pegboard displays, and more particularly to a
shelf support capable of supporting one edge of a shelf
on an upstanding pegboard, display in any one of a
plurality of angular positions relative to the display, in
each of which positions the shelf is disposed in a plane
normal to the plane of the pegboard upon which the shelf
support is mounted.

It is a primary object of the invention to provide a
shelf support which includes a base member, mounting
means for mounting the base member on a pegboard, and
a support bracket rotatably carried on the base member
for rotational movement relative thereto about an axis
perpendicular to the plane of the base member, the sup-
port bracket serving to support one edge of a shelf at
a desired inclined position relative to the pegboard, where-
by the support bracket is particularly useful in supporting
a shelf upon a pegboard display having a pair of up-
standing parallel pegboards.

It is a further object of the invention to provide a
shelf support of the character noted, which further in-
cludes stop means removably carried by the support
bracket, the stop means being effective to prevent a shelf
positioned upon the support bracket from sliding out-
wardly and off the support bracket when the shelf is
downwardly inclined.

It is yet another object of the invention to provide a
shelf support of the character noted, wherein the afore-
mentioned stop means includes a plate adapted to overlie
the bearing surface of the support bracket and having a
flange which extends upwardly from one end of the plate
so as to engage the outer edge of the shelf, thereby to
prevent outward movement of the shelf over the support
bracket when the shelf is in an inclined position.

It is still another object of the invention to provide,
for use together with the shelf support of the character
noted, a removable article retaining member adapted to
engage articles disposed upon an inclined shelf, thereby
to prevent movement of the articles off of the shelf.

Still another object of the invention is to provide a
shelf support of the character noted, wherein the support
bracket includes a planar bearing surface adapted to sup-
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port one edge of a shelf disposed thereon, the bearing
surface further including downwardly extending rigid-
ifying side flanges integral therewith and an end flange
integral therewith an extending in a direction opposite
to the side flanges; pivot means being provided for totat-
ably connecting the end flange to the base member where-
by the support bracket is capable of rotational movement
relative to the base member about an axis disposed nor-
mal to the base member.

A further object of the invention is to provide a shelf
support of the character noted, wherein the support brack-
et is provided with edge flanges disposed parallel to the
base member, whereby the rear surfaces of the edge
flanges are adapted to bear against the face of the base
member so as to distribute the forces bearing upon the
base member when a shelf is disposed upon the bearing
surface. )

It is still another object of the invention to provide a
shelf support of the character noted, which further in-
cludes means for rigidly securing a shelf to the support
bracket whereby the shelf may be supported in cantilever
fashion on the associated pegboard.

It is yet another object of the invention to provide a
shelf support of the character noted, wherein the support
bracket may be inexpensively fabricated from a unitary
piece of sheet metal or the like, but yet is strong enough
to support the shelf on the associated pegboard without
distorting and without damaging the associated pegboard
in the areas thereof adjacent to which the shelf support
is attached.

Further features of the invention pertain to the par-
ticular arrangement of the elements of the shelf sup-
port, whereby the above-outlined and additional operat-
ing features thereof are attained.

The invention, both as to its organization and method
of operation, together with further objects and advan-
tages thereof, will best be understood by reference to the
following specification, taken in connection with the ac-
companying drawings, in which:

FIGURE 1 is a perspective view of a pegboard display
having a plurality of shelf supports embodying the present
invention mounted thereon, and illustrating a pair of
shelves supported thereupon in two angular positions with
respect to the display;

FIG. 2 is an enlarged fragmentary side elevational view
taken along the line 2—2 in FIGURE 1, illustrating the
shelf supports supporting shelves thereupon in two dif-
ferent positions and wherein the lower shelf support of
the lower pair of supports is provided with the stop means
and the article retaining member as contemplated by the
present invention;

FIG. 3 is an enlarged fragmentary partial front view
of the shelf supports positioned to support a shelf there-
upon in a horizontal plane;

FIG. 4 is a plan view of a unitary sheet metal member
prior to fabrication thereof into the support bracket of the
present invention;

FIG. 5 is a front elevational view of the base member
forming part of the shelf support of the present inven-
tion;

FIG. 6 is a perspective view of the stop means usable
with the shelf support of the present invention;

FIG. 7 is a side view of the shelf support of the present
invention wherein a shelf is rigidly secured to the support
bracket thereof;

FIG. 8 is a perspective view of the shelf support of the
present invention, illustrating the position of the support
bracket when disposed for supporting a shelf in a horizon-
tal plane; and

FIG. 9 is a perspective view of the shelf support of
FIG. 8, with the support bracket positioned for supporting
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a shelf in an inclined position and the stop means illus-
trated in FIG. 6 positioned thereon.

Referring now to the drawings, and more particularly.

to FIG. 1 thereof, there is illustrated a display designated
generally as 10, which includes a pair of spaced apart gen-
erally rectangular upstanding side pegboards 11, and a
rear pegboard 12. Each of the pegboards 11 and 12 have
front and rear surfaces 13 and 14 respectively. The peg-
boards 11 and 12 are mounted by way of any suitable
fastening means (not shown) to the upstanding supports
provided by the legs 15, the legs 15 being respectively
disposed in bases 16 whereby the display 10 is supported
in an upright position with the side pegboards 11 disposed
parallel to one another. Each pegboard has a plurality of
holes 19 therethrough to receive supporting prongs of vari-
ous types of display hooks for attachment to the pegboards
11 and 12. Also as shown in FIGS. 1 and 2, a plurality of
shelf supports 20 is mounted on the opposing faces of the
side pegboards 11, with two pair of the shelf supports 20
respectively supporting the opposite edges of a first shelf
21 in a horizontal position, and two pair of shelf supports
respectively supporting the opposite edges of a second
shelf 22 which is disposed at an inclined position with
respect to the display 10.

Each of the shelf supports 20 is identical, and as best
seen in FIGS. 3, 4, 5 and 8, each of the shelf supports
20 comprises a generally rectangular base member 30 hav-
ing a rear surface 31 adapted to bear against the face 13
of the respective pegboard 11. A plurality of mounting
prongs 32 is integrally formed with one edge 33 of the
base member 30, which prongs extend outwardly there-
from. Each of the mounting prongs 32 comprises a rela-
tively straight first leg element 34 having one end formed
integrally with the edge 33 of the base member 30 and
2xtending at right angles to the plane of the base member.
Each of the leg elements 34 is of sufficient length to extend
through the openings 19 in the pegboards 11, and thus the
length of each of the first leg elements 34 is determined
by the thickness-of the pegboard with which the shelf
support 20 is to be used. Normally, the thickness of the
pegboard will be at least one-quarter inch and the thick-
ness of the material from which the shelf support 20 is
formed will be less than the thickness of the pegboard
with which it is to be used.

A second leg element 35 is carried by the outer end of
the first leg element 34 and is disposed normal thereto,
whereby the second leg element 35 extends in the opposite
direction to the base member 30. The second leg element
35 comprises a front surface 36 that is substantially par-
allel to the plane of the base member 30 and offset with
respect to the rear surface 31 of the base member 306 a
distance substantially equal to the thickness of the peg-
board 11. As best seen in FIG. 3, the upstanding second
leg element 35 extends upwardly above the opening 19 a
sufficient distance so that the flat surface 36 thereof may
bear against the rear surface 14 of the pegboard 11 after
‘he mounting prongs 32 have been inserted through the
cooperative openings 19.

Also as shown in the drawings, the base member 30
preferably includes a second plurality of vertically spaced
mounting members integrally formed as by punching from
the base member 30. Each of the second mounting mem-
bers comprises a single leg element 37 which extends out-
wardly from the base 30 in the same direction as the first
leg element 34 of the prongs 32. The leg elements 37 are
disposed substantially normal to the base member 30 and
sach has a length equal to the thickness of the pegboard
11, whereby each leg element 37 is insertible through
the openings 19 in the pegboard 11. The leg elements
37 provide additional support for the base 30 on the peg-
board 11, thereby to distribute the forces applied to the
pegboard 11 by the shelf support 20 over a greater area
of the pegboard. As best seen in FIG. 5, the base member
30 is further previded with an gpening 39 therethrough,
for reasons hereafter explained,
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It will be apparent from FIG. 2 that the spaces between
each of the adjacent mounting prongs 32 is equal to the
spacing between two adjacent holes 19 in the pegboard 11.
It will be also understood that the mounting prongs 32 and
the mounting members 37 are vertically spaced on the base
member 30 such that when the base member 30 is mounted
on the pegboard 11, each of the mounting prongs 32 and
the mounting members 37 will be received by vertically
spaced openings 19 on the pegboard.

. The shelf support 20 further comprises a support
bracket designated generally as 40, rotatably carried by
the base member 30 and extending outwardly therefrom
in a direction generally opposite to the mounting mem-
bers 32. As best seen in FIGS. 4, 8 and 9, the major por-
tion of the support bracket 40 is preferably generally
U-shaped in cross section normal to the longitudinal axis
thereof and has a generally planar bearing surface 41 and
generally planar rigidifying side flanges 42 formed integral
therewith and disposed normal thereto.

The bearing surface 41 is further provided with an
end flange 43 which is formed integral with the inner end
thereof and is disposed normal thereto and extends in a
direction opposite to the side flanges 42. As best seen in
FIG. 4, the end flange 43 has an opening 44 there-
through of substantially the same diameter as the open-
ing 39 in the base member 30. The support bracket 40
is rotatably connected to the base member 30 by passing
a rivet 45 through the opening 44 in the end flange 43
of the support bracket 40 and the opening 39 in the base
member 30; the rivet 45 being tight enough to prevent
excessively free rotation of the support bracket. When so
fastened, the support bracket 40 is mounted for rotation
relative to the base member 30 about an axis perpendicular
to the plane of the base member. In this regard, it will
be appreciated that the bearing surface 41 is always dis-
posed in a plane normal to the base member 30 regardless
of the extent of angular rotation of the support bracket 40.

In-the preferred embodiment of the shelf support 29,
each of the side flanges 42 includes an inwardly turned
edge flange 46 formed integral with the inner end thereof
and disposed in substantially the same plane as the end
flange 43, whereby the rear surface of the edge flanges
46 are adapted to bear against the face of the base mem-

‘ber 30 so as to distribute the forces upon the base mem-

ber 30 when an associated shelf, such as 21 or 22, is
disposed upon the bearing surface 41.

As-seen in FIG. 4, the support bracket 40 may be
formed of a single piece of sheet metal or the like,
punched to provide the desired pattern and then folded
along the dashed lines to provide the desired side flanges
42, end flange 43 and edge flanges 46. Also as shown in
the drawings, each of the side flanges 42 is provided with
a generally rectangular slot 47 disposed substantially ad-
jacent to the planar bearing surface 41 and extending in,
a direction generally parallel thereto, the slots 47 being
provided for reasons hereinafter explained. In order to
lighten the support bracket, suitable openings such as 48
may be punched in the side flanges 42. The bearing sur-
face 41 is also provided with a plurality of aligned open-
ings 49 which are adapted to receive fastening means such
as-the screws 25 therethrough, whereby a shelf such as 26
may be supported in cantilever fashion upon a single
pegboard by passing the screws 25 through the openings
49 and into the bottom surface of the shelf 26.

As seen in FIGS. 1 and 2, four of the shelf supports 20
are. used to support the opposite edges of a shelf in
either the horizontal position, as shown by the shelf 21,
or, by appropriately spacing the shelf supports and ro-
tating the support brackets so that the bearing surfaces
41 thereof lie in a common plane, the shelf may be dis-
posed in any one of a number of angular positions with
respect to the pegboards 11, in each of which positions the
shelf will be disposed normal to the plane of the peg-
boards, as shown by the shelf 22.

When the shelf supports 20 are used to support a shelf



3,489,290

5

in an inclined position, it is necessary to provide stop
means for use in conjunction therewith so as to prevent
the inclined shelf from sliding off of the bearing surfaces
41 of the cooperating shelf supports.

A preferred form of stop means, designated generally
as 50, is best illustrated in FIGS. 2, 6 and 9, and com-
prises an elongated plate 51 which is coextensive in
width to the solts 47 provided in the side flanges 42 of
the support bracket 40. One end of the plate 51 is turned
upwardly to provide an upstanding end flange 52. The
opposite end of the plate 51 is provided with a gen-
erally U-shaped return comprising a bight portion 53
and a return flange 54. The bight portion 53 is substan-
tially equal to the distance between the slots 47 and the
bearing surface 41 of the support bracket 40, whereby the
slots 47 are adapted to receive the return portion 54 with
the plate 51 overlying the bearing surface 41. As seen in
FIGS. 2 and 9, the stop means is positioned upon the
support bracket 40 by inserting the return portion 54
thereof into the uppermost one of the slots 47 in the sup-
port bracket 46. In this position, the major portion of
the plate 5% overlies the bearing surface 41, while the
upstanding end flange 52 is disposed generally normal
to and out of the plane of the bearing surface 41. When
the stop means 50 is so positioned, the upstanding end
flange 52 is adapted to engage the outer edge of the
shelf 22 so as to prevent outward movement of the shelf
relative to the shelf supports 20. When the shelf sup-
ports are used to position a shelf in a horizontal plane,
the stop means 50 is easily removed from the shelf sup-
port 20 by sliding the return flange 54 out of the respec-
tive slot 47.

As illustrated in FIGS. 1 and 2, when the shelf 22 is
inclined, articles such as 60 may tend to slide therefrom.
In this case, an article retaining member 65, which may
be of the same material as the shelf 72 and coextensive
in width thereto, is positioned on the bearing surface 41
between the outer edge of the shelf 22 and the upstand-
ing end flanges 52 of the stop means, whereby the article
retaining member 65 extends above the plane of the
shelf so as to engage articles positioned on the inclined
shelf and prevent them from sliding therefrom.

The shelf supports 20 may be easily removed from the
pegboard 11 and relocated in any desirable position so as
to position the shelf in a selected angular position on the
pegboards 11 by first inserting the second leg elements
' 36 of the mounting prongs 32 into a corresponding num-
ber of openings 19 at the desired location, and then
pivoting the base member 3¢ downwardly to insert the
Yeg elements 37 into the corresponding number of open-
ings, whereby the rear surface 31 of the base member 30
is brought into contact with the face 13 of the pegboard.

The desired angular position is then established by
rotating the support bracket 40 until the bearing surface
41 lies in the desired plane. A second shelf support 20 is
then placed on the pegboard 11, the position thereof
being determined by the depth of the shelf to be support-
ed. The support bracket 40 of the second shelf support
28 is then rotated so that the bearing surface 41 thereof
lies in the same plane as the bearing surface of the first
shelf support. Upon positioning a pair of shelf supports
20 on each of the opposing faces of the upstanding peg-
boards 11 so that the bearing surfaces 41 of all of the
shelf supports 20 lie in the same plane, and upon insert-
ing the stop means 50 thereon in the manner heretofore

described, a shelf such as 22 may be positioned thereupon

in any desired angular position with respect to the parallel
pegboards 11,

While there has been described what is at present con-
sidered to be the preferred embodiment of the invention,
it will be understood that various modifications may be'
made therein, and it is intended to cover in the appended
claims all such modifications as fall within the true spirit
and scope of the invention.
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What is claimed is:

1. A shelf support for supporting a shelf on an upstand-
ing pegboard having a plurality of holes arranged in
equidistantly spaced horizontal rows and vertical columns,
said shelf support comprising a base member having a
substantially planar rear surface adapted to bear against
the face of the associated pegboard, mounting means in-
tegral with said base member and extending outwardly
therefrom for mounting said base member on the asso-
ciated pegboard, a support bracket carried by said base
member and comprising a generally planar bearing sur-
face disposed in a plane normal to said base member and
adapted to support one edge of an associated shelf
thereon, a pair of rigidifying side flanges formed integral
with said bearing surface and disposed normal thereto
and an end flange integral with said bearing surface and
extending therefrom in a direction opposite to said side
flanges, and means rotatably connecting said end flange
to said base member, whereby said support bracket is ro-
tatably carried by said base member for rotational move-
ment relative thereto about an axis perpendicular to the
plane of said base member so that said bearing surface
is adapted to support one edge of an associated shelf in
any one of a plurality of angular positions relative to the
associated pegboard, in each of which positions the shelf
is disposed in a plane normal to the plane of the peg-
board.

2. The shelf support set forth in claim 1, and further
comprising stop means carried by said support bracket
and extending out of said planar bearing surface thereof
for engaging the free edge of the associated shelf sup-
ported by said support bracket so as to prevent outward
movement of the shelf relative thereto.

3. The shelf support set forth in claim 2, wherein each
of said side flanges has a slot therein disposed substantial-
ly adjacent to said bearing surface and extending in a
direction parallel thereto, and said stop means comprises
a generally planar plate adapted to overlie said planar
bearing surface, one end of said plate having an end
flange integral therewith and disposed substantially nor-
mal thereto, the opposite end of said plate being provided
with a return flange disposed in a plane parallel to the
plane of said plate and coextensive in width to said slots,
whereby said slots are adapted to receive said return
flange so as to position said stop means on said support
bracket with said plate overlying said bearing surface and
said end flange extending upwardly from said plate for
engaging the free edge of the associated shelf supported
by said support bracket.

4. The shelf support set forth in claim 1, wherein each
of said side flanges includes an edge flange integral with
the inner end thereof and disposed in a plane parallel
to the plane of said base member, whereby the rear sur-
faces of said edge flanges are adapted to bear against the
face of said base member so as to distribute the force
upon said base member when the associated shelf is dis-
posed upon said bearing surface.

5. The shelf support set forth in claim 1, wherein said
bearing surface has ‘a plurality of openings therethrough
for receiving a corresponding number of fastening means,
whereby the associated shelf is adapted to be rigidly sup-
ported upon said bearing surface by the passage of said
fastening means through said openings and into the as-
sociated shelf.

6. The shelf support set forth in claim 1, wherein said
mounting means comprises at least one mounting prong
having a first leg element integral with one edge of said
base member and extending outwardly therefrom in a
direction opposite to said support bracket, said first leg
element being disposed substantially normal to said base
member and having a length substantially equal to the
thickness of the associated pegboard, and a second leg
element carried by the outer end of said first leg element
and disposed normal thereto and extending in the opposite
direction to said base member, whereby said prong is in-



3,489,290

7

sertible through an opening in said pegboard with said
first leg element thereof being adapted normally to rest.
within the opening in the associated pegboard so as to
support said base member thereon with said second leg
element thereof bearing against the rear surface of the
associated pegboard so as to prevent ‘withdrawal of said
base member from the opening while said base member
is disposed on the pegboard.

7. The shelf support set forth in claim 6, wherein said
mounting means further comprises a third leg element
extending outwardly from said base member and disposed
substantially normal thereto and having a length substan-
tially equal to the thickness of the associated pegboard,
whereby said third leg element is insertible through an
opening in the associated pegboard when said base mem-
ber is disposed thereon, thereby to provide additional sup-
port for said base member on the associated pegboard.

8. A pegboard display comprising a pair of generally
upstanding parallel pegboards each having a plurality of
holes arranged in equidistantly spaced horizontal rows
and vertical columns, a first pair of shelf supports re-
movably carried by one of said pegboards and extending
toward the other of said pegboards, a second pair of shelf
supports removably carried by said other pegboard and
extending toward said one pegboard, each of said shelf
supports comprising a basg member having a substantial-
ly planar rear surface adapted to bear against the face
of the respective pegboard, mounting means integral with
said base member and extending outwardly therefrom for
mounting said base member on the respective member, a
support bracket carried by said base member and com-
prising a generally planar bearing surface disposed in a
plane normal to said base member and adapted to sup-
port one edge of an associated shelf thereon, a pair of
rigidifying side flanges formed integral with said bear-
ing surface and disposed normal thereto, and an end
flange integral with said bearing surface and extending
therefrom in a direction opposite to said side flanges and
means rotatably connecting said end flange to said base
member, whereby said bearing surfaces of said first and
second pairs of shelf supports are adapted cooperably to
support the opposite ends of an associated shelf in any
one of a plurality of angular positions relative to said
pair of pegboards, in each of which positions the shelf
is disposed in a plane normal to the plane of the peg-
boards.

9, A shelf support for supporting a shelf on an up-
standing pegboard having a plurality of holes arranged
in equidistantly spaced horizontal rows and vertical col-
umns, said shelf support comprising a base member having
a substantially planar rear surface adapted to bear against
the face of the associated pegboard, mounting means
integral with said base member and extending outwardly
therefrom for mounting said base member on the as-
sociated pegboard, & support bracket rotatably carried
by said base member for rotational movement relative
thereto about an axis perpendicular to the plane of said
base member, said support bracket having a bearing sur-
face disposed in a plane normal to said base member
for supporting one edge of an associated shelf thereon in
any one of a plurality of angular positions relative to
the associated pegboard, in each of which positions the
shelf is disposed in a plane normal to the plane of the
pegboard, and stop means removably carried by said
support bracket and extending out of said bearing surface
thereof for engaging a free edge of the associated shelf
supported by said support bracket so as to prevent out-
ward movement of the shelf relative thereto.

10. The shelf support set forth in claim 9 wherein
said bearing surface is generally planar and has a plurality
of openings therethrough for receiving a corresponding
number of fastening means, whereby the associated shelf
is adapted to be rigidly supported upon said bearing
surface by the passage of said fastening means through
said openings and into the associated shelf,
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11. A shelf support for supporting a shelf on an up-
standing pegboard having a plurality of holes arranged in
equidistantly spaced horizontal rows and vertical columns,
said shelf support comprising a base member having a
substantially planar rear surface adapted to bear against
the face of the associated pegboard, mounting means
integral with said base member and extending outwardly
therefrom for mounting said base member on the as-
sociated pegboard, a support bracket rotatably carried
by said base member for rotational movement relative
thereto about an axis perpendicular to the plane of said
base member, said support bracket having a bearing
surface disposed in a plane normal to said base member
for supporting one edge of an associated shelf thereon
in any one of a plurality of angular positions relative to
the associated pegboard, in each of which positions the
shelf is disposed in a plane normal to the plane of the
pegboard, stop means carried by said support bracket
and extending out of said bearing surface thereof for
engaging a free edge of the associated shelf supported
by said support bracket so as to prevent relative move-
ment of the shelf relative thereto, and an article retain-
ing member carried by said support bracket between said
stop means and the free edge of the associated shelf sup-
ported by said support bracket, said article retaining mem-
ber extending upwardly from said bearing surface and
above the upper surface of the associated shelf and
extending the full width of the shelf, whereby said article
retaining member is adapted to engage articles disposed
upon the shelf so as to prevent outward movement of the
articles from the shelf when the shelf is disposed in an
inclined position.

12. A shelf support for supporting a shelf on an up-
standing pegboard having a plurality of holes arranged in
equidistantly spaced horizontal rows and vertical columns,
said shelf support comprising a base member having a
substantially planar rear surface adapted to bear against
the face of the associated pegboard, mounting means in-
tegral with said base member and extending outwardly
therefrom for mounting said base member on the as-
sociated pegboard, and a support bracket having a bearing

surface disposed in a plane normal to said base member

for supporting one edge of an associated shelf thereon
in any one of a plurality of angular positions relative to
the associated pegboard, in each of which positions the
shelf is disposed in a plane normal to the plane of the
pegboard, and having a pair of rigidifying side flanges
formed integral with said bearing surface and disposed
normal thereto and having an end flange integral with
said bearing surface and extending therefrom in a direc-
tion opposite from said side flanges, and means rotatably
connecting said end flange to said base member for rotat-
ably connecting said bearing surface to said base member
about an axis perpendicular to the plane of said base
member.

13. The shelf support set forth in claim 12, wherein
each of said side flanges includes an edge flange integral
with the inner end thereof and disposed in a plane parallel
to the plane of said base member, whereby the rear
surfaces of said edge flanges are adapted to bear against
the face of said base member so as to distribute the forces
upon said base member when the associated shelf is dis-
posed upon said bearing surface.
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