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This invention relates to an improvement in carrying 
container and deals particularly with a container which 
may be opened up and which may be carried in an open 
or closed position. 

Carrying containers have been produced for containing 
a dozen or more cans of a beverage such as beer. These 
containers are normally provided with a handle by means 
of which the container may be carried. However, in the 
past such containers have been made with a tear strip of 
one type or another which is normally in the bottom of 
the container to simplify the opening of the container. 
As a result, when the container is opened, it can no 
longer be carried by the handle. 
A feature of the present invention resides in the pro 

vision of a tubular container including rectangularly ar 
ranged walls provided with closing flaps at opposite ends. 
When the closing flaps are closed, the contents are sealed. 
The Walls which form the closures are then arranged to 
form two opposed side walls of the container. As a re 
Sult, one of the walls of single thickness is uppermost. 
This panel of the carton is die cut to provide spaced cut 
lines extending across the panel and into the adjoining 
Vertical Walls. The score lines connecting this top panel 
to the adjoining single thickness walls are partially cut 
or weakened. As a result, the portions of the top panel 
on either side of the handle formed by the cut lines may 
be readily torn away to open the top of the container. 
A further feature of the present invention resides in 

the provision of Score lines extending transversely across 
the top panel in spaced relation to the cut lines so that if 
desired the center portion of the container may be opened 
without opening the entire container. 

These and other objects and novel features of the pres 
ent invention will be more fully and clearly set forth in 
the following specification and claims. 

in the drawings forming a part of the specification; 
FIGURE 1 is a perspective view of the closed con 

tainer, 
FIGURE 2 is a perspective view of the container in 

partially opened form. 
FIGURE 3 is a perspective view of the top of the con 

tainer in open form. 
FGURE 4 is a diagrammatic view of the blank of 

which the container is formed. 
The container A is formed on the blank illustrated in 

FIGURE 4. This blank includes a side wall panel 10, a 
top panel 1, a second side wall panel 2, and the 
bottom panel 43 which are connected along parallel fold 
lines 4, 5 and 6. A stitch flap or glue flap 7 is 
foldably connected to the panel i0 along the fold line i9. 

End closure flaps 20, 2, 22 and 23 are foldably con 
nected to the panels 10, 1, 2 and 3 along parallel fold 
lines 24 and 25. These flaps may be folded into right 
angular relation to the panels to which they are hinged to 
form side closures as indicated in FIGURE 1. 
The top panel i is provided with a pair of parallel 

cut lines 26 and 27 which extend across the fold lines i4 
and 5 and into the adjoining wall panels 20 and 2. 
These cut lines 26 and 27 define a strap 29 by means of 
which the container may be carried. Notches 30 and 31 
may be provided in the top panel 1 on opposite sides of 
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the cut lines 26 and 27, the notches being of sufficient size 
to permit the insertion of the fingers or of a suitable tool. 
Cut lines 32 and 33 extend in right angular relation to 

the cut lines 26 and 27 along the line of fold 4 from 
the cut lines 26 and 27 for a short distance toward the 
fold lines 24 and 25. Similar cuts 34 and 35 extend along 
the fold line 55 from opposite sides of the handle strap 
29. A transverse fold line 36 extends across the panel 
i connecting the ends of the cuts 32 and 34 while a simi 

lar score line 37 extends across the panel 1 connecting 
the ends of the cuts 33 and 35. While the various cut 
lines have been described as complete cuts, it should be 
understood that short areas of connections may be re 
tained to hold the various parts in their proper position. 
When the container has been filled, the cans are nor 

mally positioned with their ends against the vertical 
panels 10 and 2. When it is desired to open the con 
tainer, the fingers may be inserted in the slots 36 and 31 
and the portions of the panel is on opposite sides of the 
strap handle 29 may be pulled upwardly as indicated in 
FIGURE 2 of the drawings. When in this position, the 
container may be readily carried. If it is desired to en 
tirely open the end of the container, the first folded 
portions are folded against the outer portions of the panel 
i1 and the container is torn along the top score lines 14 
and 15 to completely open the upper end of the carton 
with the exception of the handle strap 29. 

in accordance with the patent statutes, I have described 
the principles of construction and operation of my im 
provement in carrying container, and while I have en 
deavored to set forth the best embodiment thereof, I de 
sire to have it understood that changes may be made 
within the scope of the following claims without depart 
ing from the spirit of my invention. 

i claim: 
1. A carrier container including, 
a series of four panels connected in rectangular rela 

tion, 
a pair of generally parallel cut lines extending across 

an intermediate panel of said series and continuing 
for a short distance into the two adjoining panels of 
said series, 

said cut lines being generally parallel to the ends of 
Said panels and arranged intermediate said ends, 

additional weakened lines of separation extending 
along the junctures between said intermediate panel 
and said adjoining panels on either side of said 
parallel cut lines, 

said additional weakened lines terminating at points 
no greater than one half the distance between said 
parallel cut lines and the ends of said panels, and 

score lines connecting the ends of said additional weak 
ened lines of separation most remote from said paral 
lel cut lines and extending generally parallel thereto, 

whereby the portions of said intermediate panel be 
tween said parallel cut lines and said score lines 
may be folded back against the surface of said inter 
mediate panel to reinforce the same in separating the 
outer portions of said intermediate panel from said 
adjoining panel along said junctures. 

2. The structure of claim 1 and in which said weakened 
lines of separation include cut lines adjoining said first 
named cut lines. 
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