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The present invention relates to & sanitary-and -

safe baby ‘teething device. It has to do par-
ticularly, ~although not exclusively, with sani-
tary teething devices in which the body: thereof

is formed from some sanitary non-metallic ma-f

terial such as bright colored plastic.

One of the objects of the present-invention
is to provide a sanitary and safe baby teething
device which will gssist smalt children to cut
their teeth in: an easier and safer -manner than
heretofore.”

Another object of the invention is to provide
a sanitary and safe baby teething device whose
entire exposed surface aresz is smooth ﬂnished
thus beifig- dirt and germ resistant.
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A furf.her object of the present invention is

to provxde ‘an Improved sanitary and safe baby,
teething device which is capable of being sus-:

pended from the wrist of the infant by flexible

means which is adjustable to fit: wrists of ﬂdlf-/

ferent sizes.
Another object of the present invention is

to provide an improved sanitary and safe baby

teething. device having a body portion formed
preferably from bright colored smooth-finished

plastic having a bead-like sanitary chain Te-

movably attached thereto and providing means
for loop-supporting the device from the WI‘ISo
of an Infant;

A turther object; of the present invention: 1s to
provide-an inexpensive sanitary and. safe baby
teething device of the foregoing nature formed of
few parts-and which is attractive in dppearance
and -extremely practical for use by an infant.

The forégoing and other objects and advan-
tages of ‘the present invention will appear-, “from
the following: description and appended claims
when considered in connection with the accom-
panying drawing forming a part of this specifica-
tion wherein like reference characters designate
correspondmg parts in the several views. .-

- In-said drawing:

Fig. 1'is a perspective view of one embodIment
of sanitary and safe teething device embodymg
the present invention.

Fig. 2 is a front elevational view of an- mfant
and lllustratmg one use of the device of the
present invention; and

Fig. 3 is an enlarged scale perspective view of
the adjustable slide fastener for the beaﬁ-hke
chain of the device for varying the size’of: the
loops in the chain to fit wrists of different. sizes.

- Before explaining in detail the present inven-
tion it is to be understood that the invention is
not limited in its application to the details: of
construction and  arrangement of parts. illus-
trated in the accompanying drawing, since the
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invention. is capable-of other embodiments: and
of being practiced or carried out in ‘various
ways. It is to be understood also that the
phraseology or terminology: employed. herein- iz
for the purpose of description and not: of limita~-
tion, and it is not intended to:limit the invention
claimed herein beyond the requirements of the -
prior art.

Various types of baby teething devices have
appeared upon the market but none of them.have
been practical for the reason that they were sub-
jeet to dirt-collecting and thus became unsani-
tary after only a few minutes use. Moreover,
some. of the devices, particularly those made from:
soft. rubber, were objectionable. for the reason.
that they misshaped . the infant’s mouth when
used for any length- of- time. Another cghjec~
tionable: feature of some. of the earlier. haby
teething devices wag it was difficult: for the
infant to place them in“his mouth and because
of the fact that many of them were not provided
with means for attaching them to the arm or
wrist of the infant, they Iell on the floor and be=
came: soiled and in other cases worked their
way heneath the 1nfant’s hody and out of his
reach.

It is one of the 1mportant features of the pres-
ent invention to prov.lde an improved sanitary:
baby teething device ingluding a stainless steel
bead~like chain with releasable fastening means
at its ends and with a.preferably silver or
silver-plated adjustable clamping slide. mem-
ber for varying the:'size of the loop. formed
in the chain so that the loop ean be made to
rather snugly engage and encircle the wrist
of the infant so that the body of the teething
device extends to the finger tips of the infant,
thus making it convenient for the child to use
the teething device ‘and also making it con-
venient to gauge the-proper positioning of the
device for the particular infant using it.” It is:
desirable that the outer or narrower end of the -
body portion of the device extend even with the
finger tips when the infant’s hand is in flatwise
condition. Thus, when he tends to put. his
fingersin his-mouth, the body of the teething de«
vice will be in: position to enter the mouth be~
fore the fingers come in contact with the lps.

With particular reference to the drawing, there
isshown in Fig. 1 the.entire sanitary baby teeth-
ing; deviee in accordance with one form of the.

. present. invention. The deviee therein. shown

comprises a preferably one-piece: relatively flat
body, shown as a.whole at (0 which may be
formed from. any suitable non-metallic. material,
sueh as plastic which is preferably brightly col-
ored. The inner end portion il of body (0 is.
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somewhat wider than the outer end portion 12
thereof, with the intermediate portion 13 being
of a width slightly less than portion (I and
slightly greater than portion 12. It will be seen
that the body 18 is preferably the same thickness
throughout its length. As shown, the relatively
flat body has. gradually curved symmetrical side
edges of generally scallop-like formation which
merge with one another to provide smooth sur-
faces for engagement with the mouth of an
infant. Moreover, it is to be understood that the
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entire exposed surface area of body {8 is smooth .

finished so as to resist the accumulation of dirt
or other foreign matter. By providing such a
smooth surface finish, it is extremely easy to clean
the body 10.

The inner or wider body portion t§ is prefer-
ably provided with a slot or opening {4 adapted
to receive some suitable and if desirable, remov-
able flexible means for suspending the body (8
from -the wrist of an infant.” As shown, such
flexible means in the present instance comprises
a length of sanitary and stainless steel bead-like
chain 15 having a releasable clasp i6 ai its free
ends.
hand of an infant and to form a loop,. such as
loop 17 of Fig. 2 about the infant’s wrist, as seen
in .this figure. For the purpose of forming and
maintaining loops cf variable size so as to fit
wrists of different sizes, I have provided a prefer-
ably silver or silver-plated slide member or clip,
shown as a whole at (8. This clip may be of any
desired shape and as shown comprises a body
portion or base 19 and a pivoted or hinged plate-
like closure member 20. The body {9 is provided
with grooves, such as grooves 2(, see Fig. 3, to
receive the lengths of the chain or other ﬂexzble
suspending member (5,
11Ii1$t1 ated.best in'Fig: 1 of the drawing. .

© After the’ loop, indicated at i7 in Figs, 1 and 2
has been slipped ‘over the hand of the infant, the
t,op poxtion 28 of the slide member 8 is elevated
dnd the slide nioved along the two sections of
chain 15 to adjust the loop 17 about the wrist cf
the infant. After it has been determined as to
the proper size loop for the particular infant, the
sﬁde fastener or clasp I8 is closed to frictionally
éngage the beads of the chain and mairitain the
loop ag adJusted The size-of thc- loop will- de-

pend, of coulse upon the size of the infant’s wrist
and ‘also upon the length of his hand, it being
deésirable to adjust the loop and arrange the body
portion 18 upon the palm of the infant’s cpen
hand so that the cuter end portion {2 of the body
extends to the tips of the fingers. The loop may
be adjusted at will and it is merely advisable to
arrange the loop in such a manner that it will
not easﬂy shde 61 be capable of being pulIed by
the mfant over his hand. The clamping slide
member I8 cannot be easily opened by tampering
onthe part of the infant. Thus, once the sanitary
teethxng device is suspended from his wrist, it is
Virtually impossible for him to remove it. There-
fore it will be seen that the device cannof become
misplaced nor will it- hecome soiled easily because
it is 1mpossm1e for it to fall onto unclean surfaces
or come info'contact with soiled matter.

While I have illustrated the use of a body 10
which is preférably formed from highly colored
plastic material, and have illustrated the use of
a3 bead-like preferably stainless steel chain, to-
gether with a preferably silver or silver-plated

It is desirable to slip the chain {5 over the =
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10 and other flexible means, including other types
of chains, may be substituted for the bead-like
chain {5. Moreover, some other means for pro~
ducing and maintaining at will loops of different
sizes may be substituted for the slide member (8.
While I have shown the chain 15 as having been
passed through the opening or-slot-14, I may de-
sire to provide some other manner by which the
chain may be attached to the body (3. Further-
more, while the body as shown has gradually
curved sides and rounded ends and is preferably
of somewhat greater width at its inner end por-
tion than at its outer end portion, the shape and
conformation, as well as the size and proportions
of body 10 may be varied from that illustrated
in the accompanying drawing.

I claim:

1. A sanitary and safe teething device for in-
fants comprising a.relatively flat one-piece. body
formed from rion-metallic material, such as plas-
tic or the like having a smooth surface through-
out its éntire exposed area, said ktody teing of
substantially the same thickness throughout its

" entire area but being somrewhat wider at its inner

end portign than at its outer mouth-entering
end rortion, said inner end portion having an
enlarged opening formed therein, a quick-detach-
able bead-like chain extending freely through
the opening and having a releasable fastening
clasp thereon, and a removable slide fastener
grippingly engaging both stretches of said bead-
like chain and adapted to be moved thereon for
providing a wrist-engaging and encircling locp

"~ of variable size in said chain located adjacent

this arrangement being .:
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said -relatively flat one-piece body and remote
from said releasable fastening clasp whereby to
suspend the teething device from the arm of the
infant in the vicinity of the wrist and maintain
it in a convenient and comfortable posﬂuon to be
placed in the infant’s mouth.. .

2. A sanitary and safe teething dev1ce accord-
ing to.claim 1, wherein the relatively flat body

.- has gradually curved merging smooth scallop-like
~ side edges.
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3. A sanitary and safe teethlng device for in-
fants comprising a relatively flat one-piece body
formed from non-metallic material, having a
smooth finished surface throughout its entire ex-
posed area, the body being of substantially the
same thickness throughout its length and width,
the inner end portion of said body being wider
than the outer mouth-entering end portion there-
of, and said inner wider bedy end portion having
an opening formed therein-of ample size for the
free reception of flexible and quick-detachable
means for suspending the teething device from
and adjacent to an arm of an infant using said
device, seid.relatively flat body having gradually
curved symmefrical side edges of scallop-like
formation merging with one another to provide
smooth surfaces for engagement with the mouth
of an infant.
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slide-member 18, it will be understood that other -

matermls may be employed for making the body

UNITED STATES PATENTS oo
Date -

Number Na:ne :
477,904 LAWSON coomemeee June 28, 1892
651497 - Ware __________._. June 12, 1900
1,623,969 - Palmer —.———_-_____ Apr, 12, 1927
2,408,735  Claflin o __..__

Oct. 8, 1946




