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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, Frep C. Koxerr, a
citizen of the United States, residing at
Waukesha, in the county of Waulkesha and
State of Wisconsin, have invented a new and
useful Key, of which the following is a specl-
fication.

This invention relates to keys for locks
such as used on doors and the like and its
object is to combine with a key means
whereby the same can be positively prevent-
ed from rotating, it being thus impossible
for persons to surreptitiously turn the key
from outside the door or other object in
which the lock is located.

Another object is to provide a device of
this character which, when not in use, is
completely housed within the shank of the
key and will not catch in any object contact-
ing therewith, thus permitting the key to
be carried in the pocket as ordinarily.

With these and other objects in view the
invention consists in certain novel details of
construction and combinations of parts here-
inafter more fully described and pointed out
in the claims.

Tn the accompanying drawings the pre-
ferred form of the invention has been shown.

In said drawings:—Figure 1 is a perspec-
tive view of a key constructed in accordance
with the present invention. Fig.2isa simi-
lar view showing the guard strip and eye
shifted out of their normal positions and
into the positions assumed by them while the
key is locked against rotation within a lock.
Fig. 8 is a central longitudinal section
through the key and showing the guard strip,
eye and stem in elevation.

Referring to the figures by characters of
reference 1 designates the shank of a key,
the same being provided with a longitudinal
slot 2 preferably extended at right angles to
the plane occupled by the ward 3 of the key.
One end of the shank 1 is forked as indi-
cated at 4, and a longitudinal groove 5 ex-
tends from this fork to the slot 2. A stem
6 is pivotally mounted within the forked end
of the shank 1 and is provided at one end
with an eye 7, such as is usually provided at
one end of a key shank, while the other end
of the stem 6 is designed to nmormally rest
within the longitudinal groove 5.

A guard strip 8 is pivotally mounted
within the slot 2 and is so shaped as to com-
pletely fill said slot when the strip is com-
pletely housed in the shank, one end of said

guard strip being provided with a tongue 9
which constantly locks the inner end of the
stem 6 and normally codperates therewith to
completely fill the groove 4 in which said
stem is designed to rest. A shoulder i3
formed at the end of the tongue 9 as indi-
cated at 10 and a longitudinal groove 11 is
formed within the under or inner face of the
tongue and opens into a socket 12 formed
within the shoulder 10. The groove 11 is
designed to receive the stem 6 when the
parts are housed within the shank, the end
of the stem at this time projecting into the
socket 12. When the parts are thus housed
it is impossible for dirt to accumulate be-
tween them. '

In using the device herein described the
key is inserted into the lock as ordinarily
and turned so as to shift the bolt of the lock.
After this shifting action has occurred and
while the ward of the key is extended at an
angle to the key-hole the operator swings
the eye 7 of the key downwardly upon its
pivot, thus causing the stem 6 to press up-
wardly against the tongue 9. This will
cause the opposite portion of the strip 8
to swing downwardly into the key-hole and
thus positively prevent the key from rotat-
ing within the lock. The stem 6 is designed
to assume a position at right angles to the
tongue 9 and when thus Tocated it will be
apparent that no manipulation of the pro-
jecting lowered end of the strip 8 will re-
sult in the return of said strip to the key
shank. The only way in which the key can
be rotated within the lock is by grasping the
eye 7 and returning the stem 6 and the
tongue 9 into the housing, this being only

ossible of course when a person is within
reach of the key. When the stem 6 is swung
into the shank its end moves into the socket
19 and thus operates to swing the strip 8
back into the slot.

As heretofore pointed out a device such
as herein described can be readily carried
in the pocket, because it has no projecting
parts likely to tear or otherwise injure any
fabric contacting therewith. The key is of
very simple construction, being formed of
but three parts, to wit, the shank, the re-
taining strip, and the eye stem.

Tt will be noted that the shank 1 is pro-
vided with an annular bead 18. This
bead is important in that it prevents the in-
sertion of any long thin instrument through
the key-hole in which the key is seated and
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past the guard strip and into ¢ontact with
the eye 7.

It is of course to be understood that va-
rious changes may be made in the construc-
tion and arrangement of the parts without
departing from the spirit or sacrificing the
advantages of the invention.

What 1s claimed is:—

1. A key including a shank, a guard piv-
otally connected thereto and adapted to
swing laterally therebeyond, and means
pivotally connected to the shank and mov-
able laterally there-beyond for shifting the
guard into position to hold the shank against
rotation within a lock, both the guard and
its actuating means being movable in a
plane extending longitudinally of the shank.

2. A key including a slotted shank hav-
ing a ward extending therefrom, a guard
strip pivotally connected to the shank and
normally housed-within the slot, and means
pivotally connected to the shank for shift-
ing the guard strip beyond the shank to hold
said shank against rotation within a lock.

3. A key including a longitudinally slotted
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shank having a ward extending therefrom,
a guard strip pivotally mounted within the
slot and normally housed therein, an eye
pivotally connected to the shank and hav-
Ing a stem projecting into the slot, said
stem engaging the guard and constituting
means for shifting the guard out of the slof

| to_hold the shank against rotation within

a lock. :

4. A key including a shank, a holding
member pivotally mounted therein, said
member having a tongue extending there-
from, there being a socket within the mem-
ber and adjacent the tongue, and a stem piv-
otally connected to the shank and movably
mounted upon. the tongue and within the
socket, said stem operating to shift the hold-
ing member into and out of the shank.

In testimony that I claim the foregoing
as my own, I have hereto aflixed my signa-
ture 1n the presence of two witnesses.

_ FRED C. ECKERT.

Witnesses: -

A. L. BracgsToxg,
T. L. J. Frame.
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