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To all whom it may concern: 
Beit known that I, THOMAs Z. MERRITT, 

a citizen of the United States, residing at 
Omaha, in the county of Douglas and 
State of Nebraska, have invented certain 
new and useful Improvements in Floor or 
Wall Screeds, of which the following is a 
specification. 
This invention relates to an improvement 

in a floor or wall screed, and has for its 
object, broadly, to provide screeds which 
will consist of few and simple parts so that 
manufacture will be convenient and eco 
nomical, and which may be readily applied 
to the walls, partitions or floors of build 
ings without the use of nails or screws, 
for use as supports for wood or metallic 
casings, wall-strips or other like parts em 
ployed in finishing the interior of buildings. 
The invention consists of the novel con 

struction, combination and arrangement of 
parts as described herein and claimed, and 
as illustrated in the drawing, it being under 
stood that changes in form, size, proportion. 
and material may be made within the scope 
of the claims without departing from the 
spirit of the invention or sacrificing any of 
its advantages. . 
In the accompanying drawing, which 

forms a part of the application, Figure 1 is 
. a broken away view showing a part of an 
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upright wall or partition of a building with 
the screeds mounted therein. Fig. 2 is a 
plan view showing a part of a wall or par 
tition with the screeds mounted therein, the 
view being in transverse section, a portion 
of a wall-strip being added. Fig. 3 is a 
diagrammatic view showing a metallic sheet 
or plate used as a holder for the block or 

y: Fig. 4 is a front view showing the 
lock or pillow mounted upon the plate. 

Fig. 5 is a transverse section on line 5-5 
of Fig. 4. Fig. 6 is a view showing the 
screed applied to a building wall or parti 
tion, as a support for a wall-strip or cas 
ing, said strip or casing, the plaster and 
wall or partition being in section. 

Referring now to the drawing for a more 
articular description, numeral 7 indicates a 
lock or pillow which may be constructed of 

wood, metal or any other suitable material 
adapted to operate as a support and as a 
retainer for nails or screws, . It is preferably 

of rectangular form, of uniform thickness, 
and each of its sides is inclined inwardly 
from the back to the front, and thereby pro 
viding the inclined facets a. 
Numeral 8 indicates a rectangular me 

tallic plate which may be incised on parallel 
lines b c and lines c, the parts between 
said lines being bent outwardly on lines 
b b, inwardly of two opposed edges, to 
form recesses d (Fig. 5) and to form the 
flanges or clasps 9, their inclination with 
reference to the plate corresponding to the 
shape or inclination of the facets a of the 
block 7, and the plate is provided, near its 
edges with apertures 10, the remaining part 
of the plate or that part between the flanges 
and recesses di preferably being imperforate. 
The block is disposed on the imperforate 
part of the plate above recesses d with two 
of its inclined sides embraced by the flanges 
or clasps 9 which operate to maintain the 
block, between the rows of apertures 10. 

In operation, the screed is attached to the 
wall 11 by the use of plaster of Paris 12 
or other adhesive material by pressing the 
R 8 against the wall, the plastic adhesive 
eing compressed between the wall and said 

plate so that it will, in part, move forwardly 
through the apertures d and 10, said ad 
hesive engaging and adhering to the rear 
face of the block 7 where it passes through 
the apertures d and engaging the inclined 
surfaces a, after passing through the aper 
tures 10, so that in addition to the block 7 
being held in operative position by the 
flanges 9 and as an auxiliary and independ 
ent fastening means the said, block 7 is 
held in operative position by the actual 
physical engagement of the plastic adhesive 
to the block itself. The engagement of the 
adhesive with the block 7 is shown more par 
ticularly at Fig. 6. If plaster of Paris is 
used it will soon become dry and firm and 
the device will be securely held to the wall. 
The screeds may be disposed in alinement 

as shown in Figs 1 and 2, their thickness 
being substantially equal to the plaster 13 
which is ther applied to the wall. Since the 
area in plan of the plate is greater than that 
of the block, the plaster will cover a consider 
able part of the plate, and will also, in con 
junction with the plastic adhesive, cover the 
inclined sides of the blocks so that they will 
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be firmly held by the combined action ?f 
the adhesive and the plaster. As shown in 
Figs. 2 and 6, a rail, wall-strip, or casing 
14 may be secured to the screeds by keeper's 
15, and the screeds provide an adequate Sup 
port therefor. 7 . ">? Among some of the advantages to be de: 
rived by use of the screeds it may be stated 
that, where brick, stone, tile or cement are 
used for the walls or partitions, the Con 
ventional channels or recesses usually pro 
vided therein for containing anchor-blocks 
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tion relating to operation is not nec 
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or strips may be dispensed with, which re 
suits in a saving of time and labor. Also the parts employed in constructing the 
screeds are few, and they may be manufac 
tured conveniently at, comparatively, a 
inited cost. 
Having fully dese 

and function of the part: a further explana 

What I claim and desire to secure by Let 
ters Patent is :- 

1. in concrete or sinailar floor or wali con- - 
struction, the combination with a su port, adhesive portions disposed at spaced inter 
vals in horizontal alienent on the stipport, a plurality of plates having the entire areas 
of their inner sides formed rectilinear and 
mounted on said adhesive portions, each be 
ing provided on its outer side with a pair of transversely inclined flanges extending 
paralel in one-direction, ?aid plate? being 
formed outwardly of Said fanges with a Pel"- 
tures to pernaita passage the l'eth l'ottigh (of a 
part of said adhesive portions, a plurality 
of fiber-blocks each being disposed upon a 
plate betweeithe flanges thereof. and layer 
of plastic material surrounding said blocks 
and leaving a part of each block exposel. 

2. As an article of manufacture, a plate of 
material having inclined abutments standing 
out frony one side, and a penetrable block 
having inclined sides complementary to and 
retained by and extending beyond the in 
clined abutluents. 

3. An article of manufacture comprising 
a plate having an area provided with fanges 
upon opposite sides inctiled toward each 
other, and a block of penetrable material occupying the area and engaged and held 
by the flanges, with its rear side substan 
tially flush with the plate and its front side 
extending beyond the flanges - 

4. A floor or 
penetrable block having inclined sides adapt 
ed to be engaged by an adhesive and secured 
to a wall thereby, said block being of a thick 
ness to correspond to the plaster coat to be 
applied to the wall. ? 5. An article of manufacturgi çoninpri?ing 
a plate of material having perforations 
formed therethrougl, abutments struck up 
from thematerial and extending above one 

-side, a block of penetrable material, said 

Jel the construction 

wall screed comprising a 

applied to their rear faces. 
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abutments being irrlined in Wardly and 
clamped upon said block of penetrable nate 
rial, said block extending beyond the abilit 
ents. - 
6. An article of manufacture comprising a plate having perforations therethrough 

adapted to permit the passage of a plastic 
cement to secure the plate to a wall, a pene 
trable block placed upon the plate opposite 
the wall side, and lips upstanding from the 
plate and bent into engagement with the 
sides of the penetrable block. 

7. A floor or wail screed comprising a per 
forated plate and a penetrable block secured 
thereto, an adhesive material adapted to be 
secured to the floor or wall to which the de vice is to be applied, portions of said al 
hesive material being adapted to enter the 
perforations in the plate to secure the device 
in place. 

8. In a floor or wall construction, a pill 
rality of floor or wall screeds, each of which comprises a perforated plate and a penetrable 
block secured thereto, a plurality of spots of 
an adhesive material adapted to be secured 
to the floor or wall to which the devices are 
to be applied, said devices being adaptect to 
be placed on the floor or wall over the ad 
hesive spots in alinement with one another, 
said devices being placed in alinement while 
said adhesive laterial is in a soft condition 
wherely said adhesive enters the perfora 
tions in the plate to secure the devices in 
place. 

9. In a floor or wall construction, the coni 
bination with a support, adhesive portions 
placed on said support in desired a linement, 
a plurality of perforated plates with pen 
etrable blocks secuted thereto, placed over 
said adhesive portions in desired a linement, 
the adhesive portions being situated be 
tween the real' face of each of the plates and 
the support, with portions of said adhesive 
laterial extending through the perforations 
in the plates to support the Same. 

10. In a fioor or wall construction, a plui 
rality of floor or wall screeds, each of which comprises a plurality of spots of adhesive 
material arranged in a linenient, and a like 
number of perforated plates with penetrable 
blocks secured thereto placed over said ad 
hesive portions in desired a linement, and 
forced against said adhesive portions until 
sufficient of said adhesive material has passed 
through, and around and beyond said plates 
so that the faces of the blocks shall lie in the 
same plane. 
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11. The combination with a supporting - 
structure, of a plurality of spaced anchoring 
plates secured thereto by adhesive material , nail-receiving 
means supported by said plates an 
ing outwardly from their from plates projecting laterally, beyor 
receiving means and forme in such pro 
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jecting portions with apertures permitting 
the protrusion of keys of said adhesive mate. 
rial. and a plaster ('oat applied to sai struc 
tull'e allsberging said |lates anel enrorae 
ing said nail-receiving means and inter 
locked with said keys. 

12. In concrete or similar, floor or wall con 
struction, the combination with a supporting 
structure, cementitious masses disposed at 
Spaced intervals on the face of such strue 
ture, a plurality of plates not inted one on 
each of sail as thesive masses, each [({:ut )' {?)? - 
iig, proycled on its olter face with a pair 

??? V ? • • of parallel flanges an being forme ott 
15 wardly of sait flanges with apertures to per 
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in it the passage the rethrough of a part of 
said allhesive in lateri: (), and a wool inenber 
held between said flanges. 19. .\ grond conprisingr a plate providled 
with perforations, in combination with ad 
hesive material engaging in stil perfora 
tions wherely it may be slick to the face 
of a previously built wall, and a wood block 
attached to the plate and projecting from 
the face thereof a distance approximately 
equial to the thickness of a plàstic coat. - 14. A ground comprising in metal plate 
having means to receive keys of adhesive 
material, whereby it may be strick to a wall, 

", '; flanges struck up from said, plà te between . 
the said means, ind a wooden block held 
between sait flanges. 

15. The combination with a sporting 
struct tre, of a metal anchoring plate having 
means for receiving keys of cententitious 
material interpOsel between sail plafe und 
le face of the structure tyd loon del to sàid 
stricture by a nass of such na terial inter 
posed between said plate and the face of said 
structure. a wool ineliber carried by said 
plate and projecting beyond the outer face 
thereof, and other cenientitious material sub 
merging said 
wool member. 

16. The combination with a supporting 
structure, of a flat metal plate. a Wood mem be: carried by said plate and projecting 
beyond the outer face thereof, said plate pro 

60 of plastic adhesive material applied to said 
jecting laterally farther t' an said member 
and ling apertures there in for the passage 

stricture and extendling through said aper 
tures. and a plaster coat applied to said 
structure and submerging said plate and 
embracing said wood member. 17. The combination with a supporting. 
structure of a plurality of spaced anchoring 

plate and embracing said 's 

as 

metal plates. Secured thereto by adhesive 
militerial applied to the supporting structure, 
ill lail-l'eceiving lineans supported by said 
plates all projecting beyond their front 
fa's. Silic plates projecting laterally beyond 

60 

silic nail-receiving means, and having nieans in such projecting portions for the reception 
of key's of said adhesive material. 

1S. The combination with a supporting 
structure, and a plaster coat thereon, of a 
ground device allixed to the face of said 
st retire and penetiating said plaster coat, 
silic levice coli prising it base polition having 
ut the 'ea' face thereof leans for receiving 
keys of plastic cementitious material and a 
nail-receiving ortion narrower than the 
base portion a nel rigid there with, and a mass 
of C'el) entitious laterial interposedl bet ween 
the strface of saict supporting structure and 
the rear of said base portion and having keys 
interlocked with said means, said plaster 
('oat sllollnerging said lase portion and em 
bracing stic nail-receiving portion and hav 
ing its surface substantially flush with the 
outer face of saic nail-receiving portion. 

19. The combination with it supporting 
structure, of a ground device having in at 
taching o' base portion and a mail-receiving 
polºtion, plasticº adhesive inmaterial scl is 
plaster of l'aris interposed between the rear 
face of Sail potion and the surface of said 
sporting structure, said base portion being 
fotºlileº el wit la keyº - n'ec'eixº ingr unue:lius and the 
plastie mass ha vitig integral keys interlocked 
with suid means, and a plaster coat applied 
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to sail supporting strict ire and embracin n sid. Inil-receiving portion, said plaster coat 
also slalomerging said base portion and being 

- attached to said keys. 20. The 'Ombination with a supporting. 
structure of a ground device, having a front 
nail-receiving part and a key-receiving part 
having recesses in its rear face, a mass of 
cententitions in laterial interposed between the 
rear Face of said key - receiving part and 
the face of said supporting structure and 
having integral keys interlocking with said 
key-receiving recesses, to fasten the ground 
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device to said face, and a plaster coat ad 
hering to said supporting structure and sub 
ne'gring sa il key-receiving part and em 
loracing sail na i-receiving part, the face of 
said last part being substantially flush with 
the surface of the plaster coat. 
\ In testimony whereof I affix inly signature. 

TI IOMAS Z. MERRITT. 
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