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This application contains the following inventions or groups of inventions which are not so linked as to form a single general inventive
concept under PCT Rule 13.1.

Group I, claims 1-27, drawn to an aerostat anchoring device

Group I, claims 28-50 drawn to a tethered aerostat deployment and maintenance abparatus, and methods of use thereof

The groups of mventlons listed above do not relate to a single general inventive concept under PCT Rule 13.1 because, under PCT Rule
13.2, they lack the same or corresponding special features for the following reasons: :

The special technical feature of Group | is the combination of an air tight anchoring vessel housing with a stator and rotor in sealed
engagement, not required by the claims of Group |l.

The special technical feature of Group Il is the combination of a lift gas replenishment tank, detachable tether pipe assembly, hollow
tether, tether spool and capture bracket, not required by the clalms of Group |.

Groups | and Il do not share any technical features except for the general anchoring of an aerostat, which was well known in the art as
evidenced by, for example, US 4,402,479 A to Phipps, III et al. (see title, abstract, drawings, etc.).

Therefore, the inventions of Groups | and Il lack unity under PCT Rule 13 because they do not share a same or corresponding special
technical feature. . .
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