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(57) ABSTRACT 
Methods, systems, and apparatus, including computer pro 
grams encoded on a computer storage medium, for channel 
scanning. In one aspect, a method includes, while maintain 
ing an association with a first access point on a first channel 
during first, second, and third consecutive time slices: (i) 
monitoring, by a client device, a single second channel during 
the first time slice and the third time slice, and (ii) monitoring, 
by the client device, the first channel during the second time 
slice; receiving a beacon from a second access point during 
the first time slice or the third time slice; and determining a 
property of the client device or the second access point using 
the beacon, without using the beacon to determine whether to 
establish an association with the second access point. 
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1. 

CHANNEL SCANNING 

BACKGROUND 

The present specification relates to wireless communica 
tion. 
Many wireless communications systems are designed to 

transmit and receive information over one of multiple fre 
quency channels. By tuning a transceiver to a particular fre 
quency, a device can communicate over a particular channel. 
At some point after the device has communicated over one 
channel, the transceiver can be tuned to a new frequency to 
communicate over a new channel. Frequently, a device tunes 
a transceiver to a new channel to establish an association, or 
in other words, to establish an ongoing connection with an 
access point that provides access to a network. 

SUMMARY 

While a client device maintains an association with a first 
access point on a first channel, the client device can receive 
information over a second channel. The client device 
Switches between a first channel and a second channel to 
receive information on both channels at different times. On 
the second channel, the client device receives a beacon from 
an access point that with which the client device is not asso 
ciated. The client device can use the beacon to determine a 
property of the client device or the access point, without using 
the beacon to evaluate the potential for association on the 
second channel. The property can be used to provide custom 
ized information to the client device. 
One aspect of the subject matter described in this specifi 

cation is embodied in methods that include the actions of 
monitoring a single secondary channel during alternate time 
slices while maintaining an association with a first access 
point on a primary channel. A beacon can be received that is 
used not to determine whether to establish a new association, 
but rather to determine a property of the client device or a 
second access point. 

In general, another aspect of the Subject matter described in 
this specification may be embodied in methods that include 
the actions of while maintaining an association with a first 
access point on a first channel during first, second, and third 
consecutive time slices: monitoring, by a client device, a 
single second channel during the first time slice and the third 
time slice, and monitoring, by the client device, the first 
channel during the second time slice; receiving a beacon from 
a second access point during the first time slice or the third 
time slice; and determining a property of the client device or 
the second access point using the beacon, without using the 
beacon to determine whether to establish an association with 
the second access point. 

Other implementations of these aspects include corre 
sponding Systems, apparatus, and computer programs, con 
figured to perform the actions of the methods, encoded on 
computer storage devices. 

These and other implementations may each optionally 
include one or more of the following features. For instance, a 
transceiver of the client device maintains the association with 
the first access point and monitors the single second channel; 
the transceiver is tuned to the first channel during the second 
time slice; data is exchanged between the client device and 
the first access point during the second time slice; the first 
time slice and the third time slice each have a duration greater 
than a beacon transmission interval of the first access point; 
both (i) the ratio of the duration of the first time slice to the 
duration of the second time slice and (ii) the ratio of the 

10 

15 

25 

30 

35 

40 

45 

50 

55 

60 

65 

2 
duration of the third time slice to the duration of the second 
time slice are greater than 2 to 1; and/or both (i) the ratio of the 
duration of the first time slice to the duration of the second 
time slice and (ii) the ratio of the duration of the third time 
slice to the duration of the second time slice are approxi 
mately 5 to 1. 

Advantageous implementations can include one or more of 
the following features. Information transmitted on a channel 
other than the channel of association can be received, even 
when the beacons are transmitted infrequently. The client 
device can obtain information about a property of the client 
device or of an access point. Using a property of the client 
device or the access point, information customized to the 
client device can be obtained. 
A secondary channel can be scanned while an association 

on a primary channel is maintained. For a time period includ 
ing many time slices, the amount of time monitoring a sec 
ondary channel can be greater than the amount of time tuned 
to the primary channel. A property of a second access point or 
the client device can be determined using a beacon received 
over the secondary channel, without using the beacon to 
determine whether to establishanassociation with the second 
access point. 
The details of one or more implementations are set forth in 

the accompanying drawings and the description below. Other 
features and advantages will become apparent from the 
description, the drawings, and the claims. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

FIG. 1 is a diagram of a system that performs channel 
Scanning. 

FIG. 2 is a flow diagram illustrating a process for channel 
Scanning. 

FIG. 3 is a Swim lane diagram illustrating channel scan 
n1ng. 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION 

FIG. 1 is a diagram of a system that performs channel 
scanning. FIG. 1 also illustrates a flow of data, shown in states 
(A) to (H), as well as a user interface 120 that is shown on a 
mobile client computing device (“client device') 102 during 
state (H). States (A) to (H) may occur in the illustrated 
sequence, or they may occur in a sequence that is different 
than the illustrated sequence. 
Most client devices exchange data over a single frequency 

channel at a time. A client device usually requests association 
with a particular access point on a primary channel and main 
tains that association for an extended period of time. While 
the association is intact, the client device maintains commu 
nication over a network through the access point. If the client 
device does not transmit any information to an access point 
for a long time, for example if the client device tunes a 
wireless transceiver away from the primary channel for along 
time, the client device may lose the association with the 
access point. This can cause pending data transfers to be 
terminated and cause the client device to lose the connection 
to the network. 
To receive information over a secondary channel and still 

maintain an association on a primary channel, the client 
device can tune to the secondary channel for a short time and 
then return to the primary channel. The client device can tune 
to a single secondary channel repeatedly to increase the like 
lihood that information will be received while tuned to the 
secondary channel. 
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Because the client device returns to the first channel fre 
quently, the association with the first access point can be 
maintained. By repeatedly monitoring the same second chan 
nel during alternate time periods, the client device can moni 
tor a single secondary channel for a significant amount of 5 
time. This enables the client device to receive a beacon frame 
(a “beacon') over the second channel even when the beacon is 
transmitted relatively infrequently. The client device can 
receive a beacon from over the second channel that is sent not 
to facilitate an association with a second access point, but 
rather to transmit information about a property of the second 
access point or the client device. 

System 100 includes the client device 102, a first access 
point 104, a second access point 106, a network 108, and a 
server system 110. 

Examples of client devices 102 include laptop computers, 
cellular phones, and tablet computers. The client device 102 
includes a processor, memory, input devices, and output 
devices. For example, the client device 102 includes a screen 
on which a user interface 120 or other output can be dis 
played. 
The client device 102 may include a wireless transceiver. 

The client device 102 may include only one wireless trans 
ceiver, or more than one wireless transceiver. The wireless 
transceiver includes a wireless receiver and a wireless trans 
mitter. The wireless transceiver can be capable of sending and 
receiving information over each of multiple radio frequency 
channels, but may be configured to communicate over only 
one channel at a time. The client device 102 can be enabled to 
programmatically tune the wireless transceiver from one 
channel to another channel. Switching from one channel to 
another may involve tuning a radio of the wireless transceiver 
from one frequency band to another frequency band. 
The first access point 104 can include a wireless transceiver 

including a radio that can receive and transmit radio fre 
quency signals. The radio can be tuned to a particular fre 
quency channel. For example, for communication according 
to the 802.11 standard, the radio may be tuned to one of 14 
standard channels in the 2.4 GHZ range. The radio may also 
be configured for operation according to the 802.16 standard 
as well as other frequencies and protocols. The channel on 
which the first access point 104 operates is referred to as 
“channel A. 
The first access point 104 can establish an association with 

the client device 102. The access point can receive data from 
and transmit data to the client device 102 while the associa 
tion is maintained. For example, the first access point 104 
may pass data between the client device 102 and the network 
108. 
The second access point 106 can include a radio configured 

to transmit data over a frequency channel different from the 
channel of the first access point 104. The second access point 
106 may be capable of transmitting on any of multiple fre 
quency channels, including channel A, but may be configured 
to transmit on a particular frequency channel other than chan 
nel A. The transmitter of the second access point 106 can be 
configured to operate according to the same standards, pro 
tocols, and frequency ranges as the radios of the first access 
point 104 and the client device 102. The channel of operation 
for the second access point 106 is referred to as “channel B.” 

In one implementation, the second access point 106 may 
not accept or respond to association requests from the client 
device 102. The second access point 106 may likewise not 
provide the client device 102 with a connection to the network 
108. In some instances, the second access point 106 may not 
monitor or respond to transmissions from the client device 
102 or other traffic on channel B. 
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4 
The network 108 may include a local area network and/or 

wide area network, and may include the Internet. The server 
system 110 can be configured to transmit and receive infor 
mation over the network 108, for example, to provide infor 
mation in response to a query or request. 

During state (A), the client device 102 establishes an asso 
ciation with the first access point 104 on a primary channel (in 
the figure, “channel A'). The radio of the client device 102 
can be tuned to channel A. The client device 102 may receive, 
over the primary channel, a beacon (not shown) that identifies 
the first access point 104 and describes the connection avail 
able to the client device 102. The beacon may include a 
timestamp, an identifier for the first access point 106, and 
other information to facilitate an association with the first 
access point 104. 
The client device 102 can then request association with the 

first access point 104 by sending an association request frame 
in response to the beacon. The first access point 104 and the 
client device 102 can exchange data to authenticate the client 
device 102, and the first access point can respond to the 
association request with an association response frame that 
accept the association of the client device 102. 

During state (B), the client device 102 exchanges data with 
the first access point 104 over the primary channel. While the 
association between the client device 102 and the first access 
point 104 is maintained, the first access point 104 connects 
the client device 102 to the network 108. Data exchanged 
between the client device 102 and the first access point 104 is 
transferred wirelessly over channel A. 

Maintaining an association with the first access point 104 
does not require the transceiver of the client device 102 to be 
exclusively tuned to the primary channel, as will be discussed 
in greater detail. For example, a client device 102 can monitor 
channels other than the primary channel while communica 
tion over channel A is not occurring and still maintain the 
association with the first access point. The client device 102 
can also interrupt communication over channel A to monitor 
another channel and maintain the association if the client 
device 102 continues communicating over channel A Soon 
afterward. 

During state (C), the client device 102 monitors a second 
ary channel (in the figure, “channel B). The client device 102 
can alternate tuning the transceiver of the client device 102 
between the primary channel and the secondary channel. The 
tuning of the transceiver can be different for different time 
periods, or time slices 111a-111g. The client device 102 can 
automatically tune the transceiver according to a predefined 
pattern. 

For example, the client device 102 can tune the transceiver 
to the primary channel during a first time slice 111a, and can 
tune the transceiver to the secondary channel during a second 
time slice 111b. The client device 102 cantune the transceiver 
back to the primary channel during a third time slice 111c, and 
can tune the transceiver once more to the secondary channel 
for a fourth time slice 111d, etc. The time slices 111a, 111C, 
111e, 111g can each have generally equal durations, and the 
time slices 111b, 111d. 111f can each have generally equal 
durations. The time slices 111a-111g may also have varying 
durations. 
The client device 102 can continue to alternate the tuning 

of the transceiver between the primary channel and the sec 
ondary channel during alternating time slices 111a-111g. 
During successive alternate time slices 111b, 111d. 111 f(in 
other words, during every other time slice 111a-111g), the 
client device 102 tunes the transceiver to the monitored sec 
ondary channel. Between the time slices 111b, 111d. 111f 
(during which the transceiver is tuned to the secondary chan 
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nel), the client device 102 tunes the transceiver to the primary 
channel, i.e., during the time slices 111a, 111c. 111e, 111g. 
For example, the client device 102 monitors the secondary 
channel during time slice 111b and time slice 111d, and 
monitors the primary channel during exactly one time slice 
111c in between. The time slices 111a, 111c. 111e, 111g 
correspond to the times that the transceiver is listening to the 
primary channel and can thus be referred to as primary time 
slices. The time slices 111b, 111d. 111f correspond to the 
times that the transceiver is listening to the secondary channel 
and can thus be referred to as secondary time slices. 
By monitoring a single secondary channel during Succes 

sive alternate time slices 111b, 111d. 111f the client device 
102 can spend a substantial amount of time monitoring the 
secondary channel without losing the connection over the 
primary channel. The client device 102 is configured to thor 
oughly scan a single secondary channel rather than Scanning 
multiple secondary channels. The Scanning of the secondary 
channel can occur for a particular number of time slices 111b, 
111d. 111f a particular amount of time spent monitoring the 
secondary channel, or a particular amount of time that elapses 
since the client device 102 began monitoring the secondary 
channel. Although monitoring of only a single secondary 
channel is illustrated, the client device 102 can monitor any of 
multiple secondary channels. The client device 102 can moni 
tor one secondary channel during Successive alternate time 
slices 111b, 111d. 111f and later monitor a different second 
ary channel on other Successive alternate time slices. 

To provide a substantial overall amount of time monitoring 
the secondary channel, the time slices 111b, 111d. 111 fean be 
longer than the time slices 111a, 111c. 111e, 111g. As a 
result, for a period of time including many time slices 111a 
111g, the client device 102 spends more time with the trans 
ceiver tuned to the secondary channel than the time tuned to 
the primary channel. 

For example, the time slices 111b, 111d. 111? may each 
have a duration of approximately 250 milliseconds (mSec), 
and the time slices 111a may each have a duration of approxi 
mately 130 msec. Accordingly, the ratio of the time the 
receiver is tuned to the secondary channel to the time that the 
transceiver is tuned to the primary channel can be approxi 
mately 2:1. The ratio can also be greater or less than 2:1. For 
example, the time slices 111b, 111d. 111 fmay each have a 
duration of approximately “250 msec and the time slices 
111a may each have a duration of approximately “50 msec.” 
Thus the ratio of the time that the transceiver is tuned to the 
secondary channel to the time that the transceiver is tuned to 
the primary channel can be approximately 5:1. 

During the time slices 111b, 111d. 111f that the transceiver 
is tuned to the secondary channel, the client device 102 can 
receive transmissions (for example, packets, beacons, or 
other transmissions) from the second access point 106. Dur 
ing the time slices 111b, 111d. 111f the client device 102 can 
be configured to only receive information, and to not transmit 
information to the second access point 106 over the secondary 
channel. 
The duration of the time slices 111a-111g can be set to 

ensure that the association over the primary channel is main 
tained. The first access point 104 may terminate an associa 
tion with the client device 102 if, for example, no transmis 
sions from the client device 102 are received within a timeout 
threshold. For example, the timeout threshold may be 
approximately one second or “300 m.sec. In some instances, 
the loss of an association disrupts transfers of data over the 
network 108 and the amount of time required to re-establish 
a lost association is significant. 
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To prevent the association from being terminated, the client 

device 102 can set the duration of the time slices 111b, 111d. 
111f to be less than the timeout threshold of the first access 
point 104. The client device 102 then transmits data to the first 
access point over the primary channel during each time slice 
111a. This ensures that the first access point 104 receives data 
from the client device 102 before the timeout threshold is 
reached, preventing the first access point 104 from terminat 
ing the association with the client device 102. By maintaining 
the association, the client device 102 can avoid incurring a 
re-association delay. 
By maintaining the association with the first access point 

104, the client device 102 can also continue to transfer data 
over the primary channel. The client device 102 can exchange 
data during the time slices 111a over the primary channel So 
that the user of the client device 102 retains access to the 
network 108 even though the transceiver is not continuously 
tuned to the primary channel. 

During the time slices 111a that the transceiver of the client 
device 102 is tuned to the primary channel, data transfers 
between the client device 102 and the first access point can 
occur as normal. The client device 102 may not receive the 
transmissions (e.g., packets) from the first access point 104 
during the time slices 111b, 111d. 111?, but the first access 
point 104 can store packets that were not received by the 
client device 102. The first access point 104 can resend the 
packets during one or the time slices 111a when the trans 
ceiver of the client device 102 is tuned to the primary channel. 
Similarly, the client device 102 can store packets to send to 
the first access point 104 until the transceiver is tuned to the 
primary channel. 
The duration of the time slices 111a can be sufficient to 

maintain an acceptable data transfer rate that does not disrupt 
the flow of databetween the client device 102 and the network 
108. For example, time slices 111a each having a duration of 
approximately “130 msec can facilitate reception of broad 
cast packets and multicast packets, and may support packet 
rate-sensitive applications such as Voice over Internet Proto 
col (VoIP). 

During state (D), the second access point 106 transmits a 
beacon 112 over the secondary channel. The beacon 112 (for 
example, a beacon frame or beacon packet) can be transmit 
ted periodically to provide information to the client device 
102. For example, the beacon 112 can have some or all of the 
same fields as a standard 802.11 management frame. Unlike 
standard beacons, the beacon 112 can include information 
encoded in one or more fields that is not related to wireless 
connections and associations. For example, the beacon 112 
can include information encoded in the SSID field in addition 
to or instead of information that is used to identify the second 
access point 106. Other types of management frames and 
packets besides beacon frames can also be used. 
The second access point 106 can be configured to provide 

information with the beacons 112 but to not invite and to not 
accept associations with client devices 102. As a result, infor 
mation that is generally used to establish an association with 
an access point may be incomplete or omitted entirely from 
the beacon 112. By contrast, beacons transmitted by a stan 
dard access point (for example, the first access point 104), 
may broadcast beacons to facilitate establishing an associa 
tion and a connection to the network 108. 
The second access point 106 may transmit beacons 112 

infrequently, for example, only once each second or once 
every three seconds. By contrast, a standard access point (for 
example, the first access point 104) may transmit beacons at 
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short intervals. The first access point 104 may have a beacon 
transmission interval of, for example, approximately “100 
msec. 

During state (E), the client device 102 receives the beacon 
112 transmitted by the second access point 106 over the 
secondary channel. For example, the beacon 112 can be 
received during one or the time slices 111b, 111d. 111fthat 
the receiver of the client device 102 is tuned to the secondary 
channel. 

Because the client device 102 does not continuously moni 
tor the secondary channel, but rather monitors the time slices 
111b, 111d. 111 fof the secondary channel, the client device 
102 may not receive every beacon 112 transmitted by the 
second access point 106. For example, a beacon 112 trans 
mitted while the transceiver of the client device 102 is tuned 
to the primary channel may not be received. Nevertheless, 
because the time slices 111b, 111d. 111f can have a longer 
duration than the time slices 111a, the client device 102 has an 
increased likelihood of receiving a particular beacon 112. 
Indeed, it is likely that few beacons 112 will be missed by the 
client device 102 before the transmission of a beacon 112 
occurs during one or the time slices 111b, 111d. 111f. 
Because the beacons 112 may be transmitted infrequently, 
this high likelihood reduces the likely delay between the start 
of monitoring the secondary channel and the receipt of a 
beacon 112. 

The client device 102 uses the beacon 112 to determine a 
property of the client device 102 or the second access point 
106, without necessarily using the beacon to determine 
whether to establish an association with the second access 
point. The client device 102 may be configured to receive 
beacons without evaluating the potential for association with 
the second access point 106. The client device 102 can moni 
tor the secondary channel for a purpose other than to deter 
mine the potential for connection or association with the 
second access point 106 or any other access point over the 
secondary channel. 
The client device 102 can extract information from the 

beacon 112, or derive information from the beacon 112, that 
indicates a property of the client device 102 or the second 
access point 106. As an example, one property can include a 
location of the client device 102 or the second access point 
106, for example, a geographic location. Another property 
may include a temperature. The property can be a property 
that is not related to connection or association within a wire 
less network. The beacon 112 can describe a property of the 
client device 102 even when the client device 102 has trans 
mitted no information to the second access point 106. Simi 
larly, the beacon 112 can describe a property of the client 
device 102 even when the second access point 106 has 
received no information about the client device 102 from any 
Source. The property may be a property that is generally 
applicable to both the client device 102 and the second access 
point 106. 

The extracted information may indicate a property of the 
client device 102 or the second access point 106. For example, 
the information extracted from the beacon 112 may include 
an identifier 113 that can be used to access a property in 
combination with additional information. The identifier 113 
may or may not be unique to the second access point 106. The 
client device 102 can extractanidentifier from the beacon 112 
and use the extracted information to determine a property of 
the client device 102 or the second access point 106. 

During state (F), the client device 102 transmits the iden 
tifier 113 to a server system 110. The identifier 113 may be 
transmitted in connection with a request from the client 
device 102 to provide a particular type of information. For 
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8 
example, the identifier can be transmitted with a query for 
nearby restaurants or a request for information about the local 
weather. 

During state (G), the server system 110 uses the identifier 
113 to determine a property of the client device 102 or the 
second access point 106, and sends information based on the 
property to the client device 102, for example, as a web page 
119. The property can be directly or indirectly indicated by 
the identifier 113. 

For example, the server system 110 receives the identifier 
113 in connection with a request for the weather at the loca 
tion of the client device 102, but the location of the client 
device 102 may be unknown or imprecise. The identifier can 
indicate the location of the client device 102. For example, the 
identifier 113 can indicate the location of the second access 
point 106, and the second access point 106 can be located in 
the same general location of the client device 102. The server 
system 110 determines the location of the client device 102 
using the identifier 113, for example, by accessing informa 
tion that associates the identifier 113 with a particular loca 
tion. 
The server system 110 provides information to the client 

device 102 based on the property determined using the iden 
tifier 113. For example, the server system 110 can determine 
information about the current or forecasted weather at the 
location determined using the identifier 113. The server sys 
tem 110 transmits the weather information to the client device 
102. 

During state (H), the client device 102 displays informa 
tion received from the server system 110. The information 
may be displayed on, for example, the user interface 120. The 
information displayed is based on the property that was deter 
mined using the identifier 113 from the beacon 112. For 
example, the information displayed may include a description 
of the current weather at the location of the client device 102, 
where the location was determined using the identifier 113. 
The client device 102 can execute a computer program that 

causes the changes in tuning of the transceiver of the client 
device 102 to occur. For example, the client device 102 may 
execute the computer code in Table 1 to build a scan request 
that alternates between the primary channel and the second 
ary channel. 

TABLE 1 

single channel scan channel, time) { 
f* Build the scan request */ 
set Scan header(buf); 
i = (time - 1) 250 + 1: 

while (j < i) { 
add to Scan request(buf, channel, 250); 
++: 

set home channel time(buf, 130); 
send Scan request(buf); 

The code in Table 1 may be included in a program that can 
control wireless connections and transceiver functions of the 
client device 102, for example, a Supplicant according to 
802.1X Specifications, such as the wpa Supplicant code. The 
function'single channel Scan' is a function that generates a 
scan request that alternates between the primary channel (or 
“home channel') and the secondary channel. The function 
receives two parameters, “channel and “time, which may 
each be a value, a data structure, or a reference to a value or 
data structure. The channel parameter identifies the particular 
secondary channel to scan during the time slices 111b, 111d. 
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111f. The time parameter indicates that total amount of time 
that the client device 102 should spend scanning the second 
ary channel, in milliseconds. 
The “set scan header function fills a buffer named “buf 

with initial control and formatting information for the scan 
request. A variable named “i' receives a value that equals the 
number of time slices 111b, 111d. 111 frequired to achieve 
the total scanning time indicated by the time parameter. The 
number 250' indicates that the duration of each time slice 
111b, 111d. 111fshould be “250 msec.” For example, if the 
time parameter is 10,000, then the value of the variable i 
would be 40 (or (10000-1)/250+1), indicating that the trans 
ceiver should be tuned to the secondary channel for a total of 
40 time slices 111b, 111d. 111?, each with a duration of “250 
msec. The loop counter variable' is initialized to Zero. The 
while loop then begins, and continues while is less thani. For 
each iteration of the while loop, (i) a scan request for a single 
time slice 111b, 111d. 111 fis appended to the buffer with the 
function "add to scan request' and (ii) the variable j is 
incremented. The function receives parameters: buf, the des 
tination buffer for the appended information; channel, the 
variable that identifies the secondary channel; and a literal 
value of 250, which indicates the duration of each time slice 
111b, 111d. 111? in milliseconds. Ultimately, the while loop 
executes for the number of iterations indicated in the variable 
1. 

After termination of the while loop, the “set home chan 
nel time’ function is invoked to append to the scan request 
the duration of time that the transceiver of the client device 
102 should be tuned to the primary channel. For example, the 
function can append to the buffer information that indicates 
that the transceiver should be tuned to the primary channel for 
“130 msec as indicated by the parameter'130' passed to the 
function. The scan request, stored in the buffer buf, is trans 
mitted by invoking the function “send Scan request.” The 
scan request can then be carried out by other programs and 
hardware devices to perform the functions described above. 

FIG. 2 is a flow diagram illustrating a process 200 for 
channel Scanning. Briefly, the process includes (i) while 
maintaining an association with a first access point on a first 
channel during first, second, and third consecutive time 
slices, monitoring a single second channel during the first 
time slice and the third time slice, and monitoring the first 
channel during the second time slice, (ii) receiving a beacon 
from a second access point during first time slice or the third 
time slice, (iii) and determining a property of the client device 
or the second access point using the beacon, without using the 
beacon to determine whether to establish an association with 
the second access point. 

In further detail, while maintaining an association on a first 
channel during first, second, and third consecutive time 
slices, the second channel is monitored during the first and 
third time slices, and the first channel is monitored during the 
second time slice (202). A transceiver of the client device can 
maintain the association with the first access point and the 
same transceiver can monitor the single secondary channel. 

During the third time slice, the transceiver can be tuned to 
the first channel. Data can be exchanged during the portion of 
time that the transceiver is tuned to the first channel. The 
portion of time that the transceiver is tuned to the secondary 
channel can be greater than a beacon transmission interval of 
the first access point, for example, greater than approximately 
100 milliseconds. The ratio of time that the transceiver is 
tuned to the secondary channel to the time that the transceiver 
is tuned to the first channel can be greater than 2:1. The ratio 
of time that the transceiver is tuned to the secondary channel 
to the time that the transceiver is tuned to the first channel can 
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10 
be approximately 5:1. The first time slice and the third time 
slice can each have a duration of approximately 250 millisec 
onds, and the second time slice can have a duration of 
approximately 50 milliseconds. 
A beacon from a second access point is received during the 

first time slice or the third time slice (204). The beacon can be 
received over the secondary channel while the transceiver is 
tuned to the secondary channel. One or more beacons can be 
received during both the first time slice and the third time 
slice. 
A property of the client device or the second access point 

can be determined using the beacon (206). The property is 
determined without using the beacon to determine whether to 
establish an association with the second access point. The 
property can be a property that is not related to connection or 
association within a wireless network. The property can be 
the location of the client device or the second access point. In 
Some implementations, signal strength of transmissions from 
the second access point can be used to approximate the dis 
tance between the client device and the second access point. 

Determining the property can include extracting an iden 
tifier from the beacon and using the identifier to determine the 
property. For example, determining the property may include 
transmitting the identifier to a server system and receiving a 
property indicated, at least in part, by the identifier. 
The process 200 can also include displaying information 

associated with the property. The client device can receive 
information associated with the property. For example, when 
the property indicates a location, the information can include 
information about weather, stores, or traffic near the location. 
The process 200 can also include determining that the 

beacon was not transmitted to facilitate association with the 
second access point. The process 200 can also include deter 
mining that the beacon indicates a non-connection-related 
property of the client device or the access point. 

FIG. 3 is a swim lane diagram 300 illustrating channel 
scanning. The diagram 300 shows the tuning of a transceiver 
(transmitter and receiver) of a client device 302. The diagram 
300 also illustrates the interaction of the client device 302 
with the first access point 304 and a second access point 306 
during various time slices 311a-311f. The first access point 
304 communicates over the primary channel (in the figure 
“channel A'), and the second access point 306 communicates 
over the secondary channel (in the figure, “channel B). 
The client device 302 monitors the secondary channel dur 

ing successive alternate time slices 311b, 311d, 311f. In 
between each of the time slices 311b, 311d,311?, the receiver 
of the client device 302 is tuned to the primary channel, for 
example, during time slices 311c, 311e. 
The client device 302 initially tunes a receiver to the pri 

mary channel and establishes an association with the first 
access point 304. The first access point 304 and the client 
device 302 exchange data over the primary channel during the 
first time slice 311a. The first time slice 311a has a duration of 
approximately “130 msec.” 
The client device 302 tunes the receiver to the secondary 

channel and listens for transmissions from the second access 
point 306 during the second time slice 311b. The client device 
302 does not transmit any data to the second access point 306. 
The second time slice has a duration of approximately “250 
msec.” which is longer than the duration of the first time slice 
3.11a. 
The client device 302 then tunes the receiver back to the 

primary channel to begin the third time slice 311c, the chan 
nel on which the association with the first access point 304 is 
ongoing. The client device 302 and the first access point 304 
exchange data. Because the first access point 304 receives 
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transmissions from the client device 302 at least periodically, 
the first access point 304 will not terminate the association 
with the client device 302. The duration of the third time slice 
3.11c is approximately “130 msec the same as the duration 
of the first time slice 311a. 5 
The client device 302 tunes the receiver to the secondary 

channel for the fourth time slice 311d. During the fourth time 
slice 311d, the second access point 306 transmits a beacon 
312 over the secondary channel. Because the receiver of the 
client device 302 is tuned to the secondary channel, the client 10 
device 302 receives the beacon 312. The client device 302 can 
process the beacon 312, for example, to determine a property 
of the client device or the second access point 306. The client 
device 302 does not respond to the beacon 312 and does not 
use the beacon to determine whether to establish an associa- 15 
tion with the second access point 306. The fourth time slice 
3.11d has a duration of approximately “250 msec the same as 
the duration of the time slice 311b. 

The client device 302 tunes the receiver to the primary 
channel during the fifth time slice 311e. The client device 302 20 
can continue to alternate the tuning of the receiver, to monitor 
the secondary channel during alternate time slices 311b, 
311d, 311f and to tune to the primary channel and exchange 
data during the other time slices 311a, 311c, 311e. The dura 
tion of the various time slices 311a-311f can vary. For 25 
example, the time slices 311a, 311c, 311e during which the 
receiver of the client device 302 is tuned to the primary 
channel may be “50 msec instead of the “130 msec illus 
trated. 
A number of implementations have been described. Nev- 30 

ertheless, it will be understood that various modifications 
may be made without departing from the spirit and scope of 
the disclosure. For example, various forms of the flows shown 
above may be used, with steps re-ordered, added, or removed. 

Implementations and all of the functional operations 35 
described in this specification can be implemented in digital 
electronic circuitry, or in computer Software, firmware, or 
hardware, including the structures disclosed in this specifica 
tion and their structural equivalents, or in combinations of one 
or more of them. Implementations can be implemented as one 40 
or more computer program products, i.e., one or more mod 
ules of computer program instructions encoded on a com 
puter readable medium for execution by, or to control the 
operation of data processing apparatus. The computer read 
able medium can be a machine-readable storage device, a 45 
machine-readable storage Substrate, a memory device, a com 
position of matter effecting a machine-readable propagated 
signal, or a combination of one or more of them. The term 
"data processing apparatus' encompasses all apparatus, 
devices, and machines for processing data, including by way 50 
of example a programmable processor, a computer, or mul 
tiple processors or computers. The apparatus can include, in 
addition to hardware, code that creates an execution environ 
ment for the computer program in question, e.g., code that 
constitutes processor firmware, a protocol stack, a database 55 
management system, an operating system, or a combination 
of one or more of them. A propagated signal is an artificially 
generated signal, e.g., a machine-generated electrical, opti 
cal, or electromagnetic signal that is generated to encode 
information for transmission to Suitable receiver apparatus. 60 
A computer program (also known as a program, Software, 

Software application, Script, or code) can be written in any 
form of programming language, including compiled or inter 
preted languages, and it can be deployed in any form, includ 
ing as a stand alone program or as a module, component, 65 
Subroutine, or other unit Suitable for use in a computing 
environment. A computer program does not necessarily cor 
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respond to a file in a file system. A program can be stored in 
a portion of a file that holds other programs or data (e.g., one 
or more scripts stored in a markup language document), in a 
single file dedicated to the program in question, or in multiple 
coordinated files (e.g., files that store one or more modules, 
Sub programs, or portions of code). A computer program can 
be deployed to be executed on one computer or on multiple 
computers that are located at one site or distributed across 
multiple sites and interconnected by a communication net 
work. 
The processes and logic flows described in this specifica 

tion can be performed by one or more programmable proces 
sors executing one or more computer programs to perform 
functions by operating on input data and generating output. 
The processes and logic flows can also be performed by, and 
apparatus can also be implemented as, special purpose logic 
circuitry, e.g., an FPGA (field programmable gate array) or an 
ASIC (application specific integrated circuit). 

Processors suitable for the execution of a computer pro 
gram include, by way of example, both general and special 
purpose microprocessors, and any one or more processors of 
any kind of digital computer. Generally, a processor will 
receive instructions and data from a read only memory or a 
random access memory or both. The essential elements of a 
computer are a processor for performing instructions and one 
or more memory devices for storing instructions and data. 
Generally, a computer will also include, or be operatively 
coupled to receive data from or transfer data to, or both, one 
or more mass storage devices for storing data, e.g., magnetic, 
magneto optical disks, or optical disks. However, a computer 
need not have such devices. Moreover, a computer can be 
embedded in another device, e.g., a tablet computer, a mobile 
telephone, a personal digital assistant (PDA), a mobile audio 
player, a Global Positioning System (GPS) receiver, to name 
just a few. Computer readable media suitable for storing 
computer program instructions and data include all forms of 
non Volatile memory, media and memory devices, including 
by way of example semiconductor memory devices, e.g., 
EPROM, EEPROM, and flash memory devices; magnetic 
disks, e.g., internal hard disks or removable disks; magneto 
optical disks; and CD ROM and DVD-ROM disks. The pro 
cessor and the memory can be supplemented by, or incorpo 
rated in, special purpose logic circuitry. 
To provide for interaction with a user, processes can be 

implemented on a computer having a display device, e.g., a 
CRT (cathode ray tube) or LCD (liquid crystal display) moni 
tor, for displaying information to the user and a keyboard and 
a pointing device, e.g., a mouse or a trackball, by which the 
user can provide input to the computer. Other kinds of devices 
can be used to provide for interaction with a user as well; for 
example, feedback provided to the user can be any form of 
sensory feedback, e.g., visual feedback, auditory feedback, or 
tactile feedback; and input from the user can be received in 
any form, including acoustic, speech, or tactile input. 

Processes can be implemented in a computing system that 
includes a back end component, e.g., as a data server, or that 
includes a middleware component, e.g., an application server, 
or that includes a front end component, e.g., a client computer 
having a graphical user interface or a Web browser through 
which a user can interact with any implementation, or any 
combination of one or more Such back end, middleware, or 
front end components. The components of the system can be 
interconnected by any form or medium of digital data com 
munication, e.g., a communication network. Examples of 
communication networks include a local area network 
(“LAN”) and a wide area network (“WAN), e.g., the Inter 
net. 
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The computing system can include clients and servers. A 
client and server are generally remote from each other and 
typically interact through a communication network. The 
relationship of client and server arises by virtue of computer 
programs running on the respective computers and having a 
client-server relationship to each other. 

While this specification contains many specifics, these 
should not be construed as limitations on Scope or of what 
may be claimed, but rather as descriptions of features specific 
to particular implementations. Certain features that are 
described in this specification in the context of separate 
implementations can also be implemented in combination in 
a single implementation. Conversely, various features that are 
described in the context of a single implementation can also 
be implemented in multiple implementations separately or in 
any suitable subcombination. Moreover, although features 
may be described above as acting in certain combinations and 
even initially claimed as such, one or more features from a 
claimed combination can in Some cases be excised from the 
combination, and the claimed combination may be directed to 
a Subcombination or variation of a Subcombination. 

Similarly, while operations are depicted in the drawings in 
a particular order, this should not be understood as requiring 
that such operations be performed in the particular order 
shown or in sequential order, or that all illustrated operations 
be performed, to achieve desirable results. In certain circum 
stances, multitasking and parallel processing may be advan 
tageous. Moreover, the separation of various system compo 
nents in the implementations described above should not be 
understood as requiring Such separation in all implementa 
tions, and it should be understood that the described program 
components and systems can generally be integrated together 
in a single software product or packaged into multiple soft 
ware products. 

In each instance where an HTML file is mentioned, other 
file types or formats may be substituted. For instance, an 
HTML file may be replaced by an XML, JSON, plain text, or 
other types of files. Moreover, where a table or hash table is 
mentioned, other data structures (such as spreadsheets, rela 
tional databases, or structured files) may be used. 

Particular implementations have been described. Other 
implementations are within the scope of the following claims. 
For example, the steps recited in the claims can be performed 
in a different order and still achieve desirable results. 
What is claimed is: 
1. A computer-implemented method comprising: 
switching a transceiver of a client device between (i) a first 

channel, through which a logical connection between 
the client device and a first access point is established, 
and (ii) a second channel, through which a second access 
point broadcasts beacons, wherein a logical connection 
is not established between the client device and the 
second access point; 

receiving a beacon over the second channel from the sec 
ond access point while maintaining the logical connec 
tion between the client device and the first access point, 
and without establishing a logical connection between 
the client device and the second access point; and 

determining a property of the client device or the second 
access point using the beacon received over the second 
channel from the second access point while maintaining 
the logical connection between the client device and the 
first access point, and without establishing a logical 
connection between the client device and the second 
access point. 

2. The computer-implemented method of claim 1, wherein 
Switching the transceiver of the client device comprises alter 
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nating, in a series of multiple consecutive time periods, 
between monitoring the first channel with the transceiver 
during one of the consecutive time periods and monitoring the 
second channel with the transceiver during another of the 
consecutive time periods. 

3. The computer-implemented method of claim 2, wherein 
monitoring the second channel with the transceiver comprises 
monitoring the second channel for time periods having a 
duration different from a duration of time periods in which the 
first channel is monitored. 

4. The computer-implemented method of claim3, wherein 
monitoring the second channel comprises monitoring the sec 
ond channel for time periods having a duration longer than the 
duration of time periods in which the first channel is moni 
tored. 

5. The computer-implemented method of claim 4, wherein 
monitoring the second channel comprises monitoring the sec 
ond channel for time periods having a duration at least twice 
the duration of time periods in which the first channel is 
monitored. 

6. The computer-implemented method of claim 4, wherein 
monitoring the second channel comprises monitoring the sec 
ond channel for time periods having a duration approximately 
five times the duration of time periods in which the first 
channel is monitored. 

7. The computer-implemented method of claim 2, wherein 
data is exchanged between the client device and the first 
access point while monitoring the first channel with the trans 
ceiver. 

8. The computer-implemented method of claim 2, wherein 
monitoring the second channel with the transceiver comprises 
monitoring the second channel in time periods that each have 
each have a duration greater than a beacontransmission inter 
val of the first access point. 

9. The computer-implemented method of claim8, wherein 
monitoring the second channel with the transceiver comprises 
monitoring the second channel in time periods that each have 
each have a duration less than an association timeout interval 
of the first access point. 

10. The computer-implemented method of claim 1, further 
comprising: 

extracting information from the received beacon; 
receiving a query: 
transmitting the extracted information and the query to a 

server system over a network; and 
receiving a web page generated by the server system using 

the extracted information and the query. 
11. A computer-readable storage device storing a computer 

program, the program comprising instructions that when 
executed by one or more computers cause the one or more 
computers to perform operations comprising: 

switching a transceiver of a client device between (i) a first 
channel, through which a logical connection between 
the client device and a first access point is established, 
and (ii) a second channel, through which a second access 
point broadcasts beacons, wherein a logical connection 
is not established between the client device and the 
second access point; 

receiving a beacon over the second channel from the sec 
ond access point while maintaining the logical connec 
tion between the client device and the first access point, 
and without establishing a logical connection between 
the client device and the second access point; and 

determining a property of the client device or the second 
access point using the beacon received over the second 
channel from the second access point while maintaining 
the logical connection between the client device and the 
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first access point, and without establishing a logical 
connection between the client device and the second 
access point. 

12. The computer-readable storage device of claim 11, 
wherein switching the transceiver of the client device com 
prises alternating, in a series of multiple consecutive time 
periods, between monitoring the first channel with the trans 
ceiver during one of the consecutive time periods and moni 
toring the second channel with the transceiver during another 
of the consecutive time periods. 

13. The computer-readable storage device of claim 12, 
wherein monitoring the second channel with the transceiver 
comprises monitoring the second channel for time periods 
having a duration different from a duration of time periods in 
which the first channel is monitored. 

14. The computer-readable storage device of claim 13, 
wherein monitoring the second channel comprises monitor 
ing the second channel for time periods having a duration 
longer than the duration of time periods in which the first 
channel is monitored. 

15. The computer-readable storage device of claim 14, 
wherein monitoring the second channel comprises monitor 
ing the second channel for time periods having a duration at 
least twice the duration of time periods in which the first 
channel is monitored. 

16. A system comprising: 
one or more processors; and 
a computer-readable storage device coupled to the one or 
more processors having instructions stored thereon 
which, when executed by the one or more processors, 
cause the one or more processors to perform operations 
comprising: 
Switching a transceiver of a client device between (i) a 

first channel, through which a logical connection 
between the client device and a first access point is 
established, and (ii) a second channel, through which 
a second access point broadcasts beacons, wherein a 
logical connection is not established between the cli 
ent device and the second access point; 

receiving a beacon over the second channel from the 
second access point while maintaining the logical 
connection between the client device and the first 
access point, and without establishing a logical con 
nection between the client device and the second 
access point; and 

determining a property of the client device or the second 
access point using the beacon received over the sec 
ond channel from the second access point while main 
taining the logical connection between the client 
device and the first access point, and without estab 
lishing a logical connection between the client device 
and the second access point. 

17. The system of claim 16, wherein switching the trans 
ceiver of the client device comprises alternating, in a series of 
multiple consecutive time periods, between monitoring the 
first channel with the transceiver during one of the consecu 
tive time periods and monitoring the second channel with the 
transceiver during another of the consecutive time periods. 

18. The system of claim 17, wherein monitoring the second 
channel with the transceiver comprises monitoring the second 
channel for time periods having a duration different from a 
duration of time periods in which the first channel is moni 
tored. 

19. The system of claim 18, wherein monitoring the second 
channel comprises monitoring the second channel for time 
periods having a duration longer than the duration of time 
periods in which the first channel is monitored. 
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20. The system of claim 19, wherein monitoring the second 

channel comprises monitoring the second channel for time 
periods having a duration at least twice the duration of time 
periods in which the first channel is monitored. 

21. The method of claim 1, wherein switching the trans 
ceiver comprises Switching the transceiver of the client device 
between (i) the first channel, through which a bi-directional 
logical connection between the client device and the first 
access point has been established, and (ii) the second channel, 
through which the second access point broadcasts beacons, 
wherein a bi-directional logical connection has not been 
established between the client device and the second access 
point; 

wherein receiving the beacon comprises receiving the bea 
con over the second channel from the second access 
point while maintaining the bi-directional logical con 
nection between the client device and the first access 
point, and without establishing a bi-directional logical 
connection between the client device and the second 
access point; and 

determining the property of the client device or the second 
access point comprises determining the property of the 
client device or the second access point using the beacon 
received over the second channel from the second access 
point while maintaining the bi-directional logical con 
nection between the client device and the first access 
point, and without establishing a bi-directional logical 
connection between the client device and the second 
access point. 

22. The method of claim 1, wherein switching the trans 
ceiver comprises Switching the transceiver of the client device 
between (i) the first channel, through which an IEEE 802.11 
association between the client device and the first access point 
is currently active, the IEEE 802.11 association providing the 
client device bi-directional data transfer over a network 
through the first access point, and (ii) the second channel, 
through which the second access point broadcasts beacons, 
wherein a 802.11 association has not been established 
between the client device and the second access point; 

wherein receiving the beacon comprises receiving the bea 
con over the second channel from the second access 
point while maintaining the IEEE 802.11 association 
active between the client device and the first access 
point, and without establishing an IEEE 802.11 associa 
tion between the client device and the second access 
point; and 

determining the property of the client device or the second 
access point comprises determining the property of the 
client device or the second access point using the beacon 
received over the second channel from the second access 
point while maintaining the IEEE 802.11 association 
active between the client device and the first access 
point, and without establishing an IEEE 802.11 associa 
tion between the client device and the second access 
point. 

23. The method of claim 1, further comprising, before 
receiving the beacon over the second channel from the second 
access point, repeatedly alternating between (i) monitoring 
the first channel with the transceiver of the client device, and 
(ii) monitoring the second channel with the transceiver, 
wherein the logical connection between the client device and 
the first access point is maintained while monitoring the first 
channel and monitoring the second channel. 

24. The method of claim 23, further comprising, while 
repeatedly alternating between (i) monitoring the first chan 
nel with the transceiver of the client device, and (ii) monitor 
ing the second channel with the transceiver, transmitting data 
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from the client device to the first access point at an interval 
less than a connection timeout interval of the first access point 
to maintain the logical connection between the client device 
and the first access point. 
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