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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, MarRcELLUS O. Kup-
FERLE, of the city of St. Louis, in the State
of Missouri, have invented a certain new and
useful Improvement in Faucets, of which the
following is a full, clear, and exact descrip-
tion, reference being had to the accompanying
drawings, forming part of this specification,
and in which—

Figure 1 is a perspective view showing the
key or lever in place and turned into the posi-

tion ib occupies when the faucet is opened.

Fig. 11 is a perspective view with the key re-
moved. Fig. III is a perspective view, part
in section,with the cap removed. Fig. IV is
a detail perspective view showing the ecap
turned to exclude the dust by closing the key-
opening. TFig. V is a perspective view of the
key. Fig. VIis avertical transverse section,
and Fig. VII is a perspective view_of a modi-
fication of the top.

My invention relates to certain improve-
ments in fauncets; and my invention consists
in features of novelty hereinafter fully de-
scribed, and pointed out in the claims.

Referring to the drawings, 1 represents the
body of the faucet; 2,the plug; 3,atop or cas-
ing surrounding the key-seat 4 of the plug; 5,
a removable cap,and 6 thekeyorlever. The

= seat 4 is on the upper end of the plug, and the

key 6 fits over the seat and serves to turn the
Dplug to open and close the faucet.

The top or cover 5 is preferably made in a
separate piece from the body and seeured to
the body by means of ascrew-threaded portion,
7, entering a threaded socket formed in the
body,(see Fig. VL) and it may be held from
turning, when screwed down, by means of pins
or screws 8, The top has an opening, 9, to re-
ceive the head of the key to allow it to be
placed upon its seat 5, and a slot, 10, to re-
ceive the shank of the key as it is turned to
open the faucet. The part11 of the top above
the slot prevents the key from being raised
off its seat when the faucet is opened or partly
opened, so that the only way to remove the
key is to first close the faucet, and then the
opening 9 will permit the key to be raised and
drawn out. ]

The cap 5 is secured over the top by meang

of screws or pins 12, whose inner ends fit ina
circamferential groove, 13, in the top or in the
upper partof the body ofthe faucet. (See Figs.
III and VI). The cap can thus be turned, and
it has an opening, 14, to correspond with the
opening 9,in the top to permit the insertion of
the key. When the key is operated to open
and close the faucet, the cap turns with it,and
when the key is removed the cap can be turned
into the position shown in Fig. IV,to exclude
dust, &e., and prevent water entering the
chamber above the plug. 'When water enters
this chamber in cold weather,it becomes frozen
and interferes with the operation of the faucet.
A slight modification of the top is shown in
Fig. VII, in which-the part below the tongue
11 is removed.

The plug 2 is reduced at 17 on each side to
permit the passage of the liquid when the
plug is turned ta the proper position, and it
has been found that in practice small pieces
of bungs, &c., pass through the inner portion,
18, of the faucet and get between the plag and
the body of the faucet at these flat portions
and prevent the plug from being turned to
open the faucet,thus preventing the key being
turned in beneath the part or tongue 11 of the
cap,or,when the key is turned in beneath this
portion of the cap, preveuts it from being
turned or removed. Toavoid this difficulty I
securea wire ganzeor other screen or strainer,
20,0n the end of the portion 18 of the body of
the faucet, which prevents the entrance of
pieces of bungs, &e., and,in conjunction with
the plug and key, produces a faucet which is
effectunal as well as durable and safe.

I claim as my invention—

1. The combination of the body, the plug
having the key-seat, the top having the open-
ing for the admission of the key and the cut-
away portion for permitting the necessary
movement of the key in opening and closing
the faucet, and a eap having an opening for
the admission-of the key, secured to the top
of the faucet,so as to be capable of turning
thereon, substantially as and for the purpose
set forth.

2. The combination of the body 1, the top
3, cut away at 9, for permitting the insertion

of the key, and having the tongue 11 for pre- oo
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venting the removal of the key while the
faucet i3 open, the plug 2,having the key-seat
4, the cap 5,having the opening 14 for the ad-
mission of the key, and thetongue-and-groove
connection between the cap 5 and top 3, where-
by the former may be turned upon the latter,
substantially as set forth.

3. In afaucet,in combination with the body
having a screen .on its inner end, and a cir-

io cumferential-groove, 13, plug having a key-

seat and located within the body, and having
flat surfaces 17,key-top, with key-opening and
slot, and cap having a key-opening and se-
cured over the top by means of screws enter-

ing the circumferential groove in the body,all 15

substantially as and for the purpose set forth.
MARCELLUS O. KUPFERLE.
In presence of—
Geo. H. KN1GHT,
Epw. S. KNIGHT.




