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fabric for making a paper product with a particular three 
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1. 

APPARATUS, SYSTEM, AND PROCESS FOR 
DETERMINING CHARACTERISTICS OFA 
SURFACE OF A PAPERMAKING FABRIC 

This application claims the benefit of priority of U.S. Pro 
visional Patent Application No. 61/725,749, filed Nov. 13, 
2012. 

BACKGROUND 

1. Field of the Invention 
My invention relates to characterizing the Surface of a 

papermaking fabric. In specific examples, my invention 
relates to apparatuses, processes, and systems for determin 
ing the characteristics of the contact Surface of a fabric that is 
used for three-dimensional structuring of a web in a paper 
making process. 

2. Related Art 
In processes of forming paper products, such as tissue 

paper and paper towels, three-dimensional shaping is con 
ducted while the papermaking web is still highly deformable, 
i.e., when the papermaking web has a high water content. 
Often, this three-dimensional shaping of the web is conducted 
on a woven structuring fabric. The fabric provides a contact 
surface made up of knuckles in the yarns of the fabric, with 
pockets being formed in the fabric between the knuckles. 
When the papermaking web is applied to the fabric, portions 
of the web contact the knuckles, and other portions of the web 
are drawn into the pockets. Before being removed from the 
fabric, the web is dried to a point such that its shape is fixed or 
locked. Domes are thereby formed in the dried web where the 
web was drawn into the pockets in the fabric, and the domes 
are present in the finished paper product. Hence, the paper 
product has a distinct three-dimensional structure formed, in 
part, by the knuckle and pocket characteristics of the struc 
turing fabric. 

Because the contact surface of a structuring fabric directly 
relates to the shape of the finished product, the choice of a 
structuring fabric is often based on the shape of the product 
that is desired. It is difficult, however, to characterize the 
contact Surface of a structuring fabric based on a simple visual 
inspection of the fabric. While the knuckles of the fabric can 
easily be seen, it is often difficult to accurately determine the 
sizes of the knuckles, difficult to determine the areas of the 
pockets between the knuckles, and difficult to determine the 
depth of the pockets into which the papermaking web is 
drawn during the papermaking process. As such, there have 
been previous techniques that attempt to quantify the charac 
teristics of the contact surface of the fabric, for example, 
using formulas based on the yarn parameters of the fabric. It 
has been found, however, that such formulas are often not 
accurate enough to characterize the contact surface of the 
fabric in a manner that allows for an accurate prediction of the 
paper product structure that will be formed with the fabric. 
Additionally, the contact area characteristics will often 
change as the fabric is run on a papermaking machine. For 
example, wear on the surface of the fabric will generally 
increase the lengths of the knuckles, thereby changing the 
structuring that will be imparted on the web by the fabric. 
Thus, formulas for determining the contact Surface charac 
teristics that are applicable to initial fabric configurations will 
not necessarily apply to fabrics that have become worn over 
time 

It would be beneficial, therefore, to provide a technique for 
accurately characterizing the contact area characteristics of a 
structuring fabric that is used in a papermaking process. 
Moreover, it would be beneficial to provide a technique that 
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2 
can easily determine the contact area characteristics as the 
fabric becomes worn, over time, while the fabric is mounted 
on a papermaking machine. 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

According to a first aspect, my invention provides a system 
for forming a print of the surface of a fabric. The system 
includes a first plate and a second plate. The system also 
includes a pressure measurement film, and a fabric that can be 
used in a papermaking process, with the fabric including a 
plurality of knuckles on at least one of its surfaces. A print of 
the knuckles of the fabric is formed on the pressure measure 
ment film by pressing the fabric against the pressure measure 
ment film between the first plate and the second plate. 

According to another aspect, my invention provides a pro 
cess of determining the features of a fabric. The process 
includes forming a representation of a portion of a surface of 
the fabric, with the representation showing the knuckles and 
pockets in the Surface of the fabric. An image is generated of 
the portion of the fabric based on the representation, with the 
image showing the knuckles and the pockets, and at least a 
portion of the image is displayed on a screen associated with 
a computer having a processor. An outline is drawn around at 
least one of the knuckles in the displayed image. Guidelines 
are drawn in the displayed image such that the guidelines (i) 
pass through the center of the outlined knuckle, (ii) pass 
through the other knuckles, and (iii) do not pass through areas 
of the image that correspond to where the pockets are formed 
between the knuckles. The outline and the guidelines axe 
drawn using an image analysis program that is stored on a 
non-transitory computer-readable medium. 

According to yet another aspect, my invention provides a 
process of analyzing wear on a papermaking fabric. The 
process includes forming a first representation of a portion of 
a Surface of the fabric, the first representation showing knuck 
les and pockets in the Surface of the fabric. A first image is 
generated based on the first representation. At least one char 
acteristic related to the surface of the fabric using the first 
image is determined. The fabric is subjected to wearing. A 
second representation of a portion of the surface of the fabric 
is thereafter formed, with the second representation showing 
knuckles and pockets in the Surface of the fabric. A second 
image of the fabric is generated based on the second repre 
sentation, and at least one characteristic related to the Surface 
of the fabric using the second image is determined. The deter 
mining steps are performed using an image analysis program 
that is stored in a non-transitory computer readable medium. 

According to still another aspect, my invention provides a 
process of obtaining a fabric. An image of a paper product 
having a three-dimensional structure is obtained, and a pat 
tern is determined that corresponds to the three-dimensional 
structure of the paper product, the pattern being determined 
by using an image analysis program that is stored in a non 
transitory computer-readable storage medium to analyze the 
image of the paper product. A fabric is obtained with a Surface 
that approximates the pattern. 

According to a further aspect, my invention provides a 
process of determining the depth of pockets in a fabric. The 
process includes forming a representation of a portion of a 
surface of the fabric, with the representation showing loca 
tions and sizes of knuckles and pockets in the Surface of the 
fabric. The process also includes identifying the knuckles 
Surrounding a pocket in the fabric, and determining a path that 
passes from a first of the knuckles across the pocket to a 
second of the knuckles. The process further includes scanning 
the fabric using a measurement device along a line that cor 
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responds to the determined path, and determining a depth 
profile of a pocket based on the scan of the fabric. 

According to a yet further aspect, my invention provides a 
process of forming a papermaking fabric. The process 
includes determining the value of at least one characteristic of 
a first papermaking fabric, the at least one characteristic being 
related to at least one of knuckles and pockets formed in the 
first papermaking fabric, and forming a second papermaking 
fabric such that a value of the at least one characteristic in the 
second papermaking fabric is different from the value of the 
at least one characteristic in the first papermaking fabric. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

FIG. 1 is a schematic diagram of a paper machine that uses 
a structuring fabric. 

FIG. 2 is a top view of a section of a structuring fabric. 
FIGS. 3A and 3B are views of contact surface printing 

apparatus according to the invention. 
FIG. 4 is a detailed view of the pressing section of the print 

forming apparatus shown in FIGS. 3A and 3B. 
FIGS.5A through 5D are examples of prints of structuring 

fabric made according to the invention. 
FIGS. 6A through 6E show the steps of establishing a 

coordinate system for the structuring fabric print. 
FIGS. 7A, 7B, and 7C show the application of the analytic 

technique herein applied to a photograph of the knuckles of a 
fabric. 

FIG. 8 shows the application of the analytic technique to 
determine a pocket Surrounded by knuckles in a structuring 
fabric. 

FIG. 9 shows the application of the analytic technique to 
determine the depth of the pocket shown in FIG. 8. 

FIGS. 10A and 10B show the application of the analytic 
techniques applied to an image of a paper product. 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE INVENTION 

My invention relates to apparatuses, processes, and sys 
tems for determining the characteristics of the contact Surface 
of a fabric that is used in a papermaking process. As will, be 
apparent from the discussion below, “characteristics of the 
contact surface of fabric' refers to the characteristics of the 
contact Surface that result from the knuckle and pocket con 
figuration that makes up the contact Surface of the fabric. In 
specific embodiments, my invention is adapted for use with 
structuring fabrics that are used for three-dimensional struc 
turing of a web in a papermaking process. Such structuring 
fabrics are often constructed with yarns made from, for 
example, polyethylene terephthalate (PET), polyester, polya 
mide, polypropylene, and the like. As will be further 
explained below, the particular contact Surface of a structur 
ing fabric will have a significant effect on the structure of the 
paper product, and my invention utilizes techniques for char 
acterizing aspects of the contact Surface. It should be noted, 
however, that my invention is applicable with any type of 
fabric that is used in a papermaking process, including fabrics 
that are used for purposes other than structuring the web. 

FIG. 1 shows an example of a through air drying (TAD) 
papermaking process in which a structuring fabric 48 is used 
to form the three-dimensional structure of the paper product. 
To begin the process, furnish supplied through a head box 20 
is directed in a jet into the nip formed between a forming 
fabric 24 and a transfer fabric 28. The forming fabric 24 and 
the transfer fabric pass between a forming roll 32 and a breast 
roll 36. The forming fabric 24 and transfer fabric 28 diverge 
after passing between forming roll 32 and breast roll 36. The 
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4 
transfer fabric 28 then passes through de watering Zone 40 in 
which suction boxes 44 remove moisture from the web and 
transfer fabric 28, thereby increasing the consistency of the 
web, for example, from about 10% to about 25% prior to 
transfer of the web to structuring fabric 48. In some instances, 
it will be advantageous to apply some amount of vacuum as 
indicated through vacuum assist boxes 52, in a transfer Zone 
56, particularly, when a considerable amount of fabric crepe 
is imparted to the web in transfer Zone 56 by a rush transfer 
wherein the transfer fabric 28 is moving faster than the struc 
turing fabric 48. 

Because the web still has a high moisture content when it is 
transferred to the structuring fabric 48, the web is deformable 
such that portions of the web can be drawn into pockets 
formed between the yarns that make up the structuring fabric 
48 (the formation pockets in a fabric will be described in 
detail below). As the structuring fabric 48 passes around the 
through dryers 60 and 64, the consistency of the web is 
increased, for example, to about 60% to about 90%. The web 
is thereby more or less permanently imparted with a shape by 
the structuring fabric 48 that includes domes where the web is 
drawn into the pockets of the structuring fabric 48. Thus, the 
structuring fabric 48 provides a three-dimensional shape to 
the web that results in a paper product having the dome 
Structures. 
To complete the paper forming process, the web is trans 

ferred from the structuring fabric 48 to the Yankee cylinder 68 
without a major degradation of its properties by contacting 
the web with adhesive sprayed on to Yankee cylinder 68 just 
prior to contact with the translating web. After the web 
reaches a consistency of at least about 96%, light creping is 
used to dislodge the web from Yankee cylinder 68. 

While FIG. 1 demonstrates one type of process in which a 
structuring fabric is used to impart a three-dimensional shape 
to a paper product, there are many other papermaking pro 
cesses in which a structuring fabric can be used to impart a 
three-dimensional structure to the paper product. For 
example, a structuring fabric may be used in a papermaking 
process that does not utilize through air drying (TAD). An 
example of such a non-TAD process is disclosed in U.S. Pat. 
No. 7,494,563, the disclosure of which is incorporated by 
reference in its entirety. As will be appreciated by those 
skilled in the art, the invention disclosed herein is not limited 
to being used in any particular papermaking process, but 
rather, may be applied to fabrics used in a wide variety of 
papermaking processes. 

FIG. 2 is a view of a portion of the web facing side of a 
structuring fabric 200. The fabric 200 includes warp yarns 
202 that would run in the machine direction (MD) when the 
fabric 200 is used in a papermaking process, and weft yarns 
204 that run in the cross machine direction (CD) when the 
fabric 200 is used in a papermaking process. The warp and 
weft yarns 202 and 204 are weaved together so as to form the 
structure of fabric 200. It should be noted that, when looking 
down on FIG. 2, the web-contacting surface of the structuring 
fabric 200, some of the depicted yarns 202 and 204 are below 
the plane that contacts the web during the papermaking pro 
cess, i.e., the contact surface of the fabric 200. The upper 
most points of the yarns 202 and 204 that define the plane of 
the contact surface are the knuckles 206 and 208. That is, the 
knuckles 206 and 208 form the actual contact surface of the 
forming fabric 200. Pockets 210 (shown as the outlined areas 
in FIG. 2) are defined in the areas between knuckles 206 and 
208. During a papermaking operation, portions of the web 
can be drawn into the pockets 210, and it is the portions of the 
web that are drawn into the pockets 210 that correspond to the 
domes in the finished paper product, as also described above. 
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It should be noted that a structuring fabric may not initially 
be manufactured with knuckles, such as the knuckles 206 and 
208 in FIG. 2. Instead, knuckles are often formed by sanding 
or grinding one of the Surfaces of the structuring fabric. Fur 
ther, as the structuring fabric is used in a papermaking opera 
tion, wear on the surface of the structuring fabric may further 
increase the length of the knuckles. As will be described 
below, the present invention provides for determining char 
acteristics of the knuckles, including characteristics of the 
knuckles as the fabric is Subjected to wearing. 

It should also be noted that a structuring fabric can take on 
numerous forms, depending on, for example, the weave pat 
tern of the warp and weft yarns and the size of the yarns. The 
structuring fabric 200 depicted in FIG. 2 includes knuckles 
206 that are formed on the warp yarns 202 and knuckles 208 
that are formed on the weftyarns 204. This may have resulted 
from the fabric 200 being sanded or worn to the point that the 
knuckles are formed on both the warp and weftyarns 202 and 
204. With less sanding, however, the fabric 200 might have 
only knuckles 206 on the warp yarns 202, and not on knuckles 
208 on weft yarns 204, or vice versa. Numerous configura 
tions of weft and warp yarns in structuring fabrics are known 
in the art, and the numerous configurations allow for differ 
ently shaped paper products to be formed with the fabrics. 
An apparatus and a technique for forming a print of the 

contact surface formed by the knuckles of a fabric is shown in 
FIGS. 3A and 3B. FIG. 3A is a side view of a contact surface 
printing apparatus 300, and FIG. 3B is a front view of the 
contact surface printing apparatus 300. This apparatus 300 
includes a C-shaped frame structure 302 with first and second 
arms 303 and 305. A first plate 304 is movably supported by 
die first arm 303, and a stationary second plate 306 is Sup 
ported by the second arm 305. A print of the knuckles of a 
fabric is formed between the first and second plates 304 and 
306, as will be described in detail below. 
The first plate 304 is operatively connected to a pump 308 

for actuating movement of the first plate 304 towards the 
second plate 306. In some embodiments, the hand-operated 
hydraulic pump 308, with a release valve for allowing the first 
plate 304 to be retracted from the second plate 306. The pump 
308, however, can take many other forms so as to effect 
movement of the first plate 304. The pump 308 may be con 
nected to a transducer and transducer indicator 310 for mea 
suring the pressure applied by the pump 308 to the first plate 
304 as the first plate 304 is pressed against the second plate 
306. As a specific example, an ENERPACR Hydraulic Hand 
Pump Model CST-18381 by Actuant Corp. of Milwaukee, 
Wis., can be used. As a specific example of the pressure 
transducer, a Transducer Techniques Load Cell Model DSM 
5K with a corresponding indicator, made by Transducer Tech 
niques, Inc., of Temecula, Calif., can be used. Of course, in 
other embodiments, the pump 308 and transducer and trans 
ducer indicator 310 may be combined into a single unit. 
The frame 302 of the contact surface printing apparatus 

300 includes wheels 312 adjacent to the front end of the frame 
302, as well as a mount 313 that may be used to hold the pump 
308 and/or transducer 310. One or more wheels provided to 
the frame 312 make the frame 302 easier to move. An advan 
tageous feature of the contact Surface printing apparatus 300, 
according to embodiments of the invention, is its portability. 
For example, with a configuration as shown in FIGS. 3A and 
3B, the print apparatus 300 may be easily moved about sec 
tions of a fabric that is mounted on a papermaking machine. 
As will certainly become appreciated by those skilled in the 
art, the ability to form prints of the contact surface of a fabric 
while the fabric is mounted to a papermaking machine, and, 
thus, characterize the fabric according to the techniques 
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6 
described below, provides numerous benefits. As but one 
example, the wearing of a fabric on a papermaking machine 
can easily be monitored by using the contact Surface printing 
apparatus 300 so to take prints of the knuckles of the fabric 
after different periods of operation of the papermaking 
machine. 

While the contact surface printing apparatus 300 shown in 
FIGS. 3A and 3B includes a frame structure 302 that connects 
the first and second plates 304 and 306, in other embodiments, 
a contact surface printing apparatus may not include Such a 
single frame structure 302. Instead, the first and second plates 
304 and 306 may be non-connected structures that are indi 
vidually aligned to form the print of a fabric. In still other 
embodiments, the plates 304 and 306 may take vastly differ 
ent forms from those depicted in FIGS. 3A and 3B. For 
example, one of the plates 304 and 306 could beformed as an 
extended surface, while the other plate is formed as a circular 
structure that is roiled across the extended surface. The term 
“plate.” as used herein, is a broad term that encompasses any 
structure Sufficient for contacting and/or Supporting the com 
ponents for making the print of the fabric. Additionally, as is 
clear from the description above, the relative motion of the 
first and second plates 304 and 306 in any embodiment could 
be reversed, such that the second plate 306 is made movable 
while the first plate 304 is held stationary. 

FIG. 4 is a detailed view of SectionA of the contact surface 
printing apparatus 300 shown in FIG. 3A, with the apparatus 
300 being set up to make a print of a section of a fabric 312. 
The fabric 312 is positioned between the plates 304 and 306, 
and a strip of pressure measurement film 314 is positioned 
against the structuring fabric 312. Between the pressure mea 
surement film 314 and the first plate 304 is one or more sheets 
of paper 316. Between the fabric312 and the second plate 306 
is a strip of rubber 318. 

Pressure measurement film is a material that, is structured 
Such that the application of force upon the film causes micro 
capsules in the film to rupture, producing an instantaneous 
and permanent, high-resolution image in the contacted area of 
the film. An example of such a pressure measurement film is 
sold as Prescale film by Fujifilm Holdings Corporation of 
Tokyo, Japan. Another example of pressure measurement 
film is PRESSUREX-MICRO(R) by Sensor Products, Inc., of 
Madison, N.J. Those skilled in the art will recognize that other 
types of pressure measurement films could be used in the 
printing techniques described herein. In this regard, it should 
be noted that for the analysis techniques described below, the 
pressure measurement film need not provide an indication of 
the actual pressure applied by the fabric to the film, but rather, 
the pressure measurement film need only provide a print 
image showing the contact Surface formed by the knuckles of 
a fabric. 
The pressure applied to plate 304 when forming a print of 

fabric 310 on pressure measurement film 314 can be selected 
so as to simulate the pressure that would be applied to a web 
against the fabric 312 in an actual papermaking process. That 
is, the pump 308 may be used to generate a pressure (as 
measured by transducer 310) on the plate 304 that simulates 
the pressure that would be applied to a web against the fabric 
312 in a papermaking process. In the papermaking process 
described above in conjunction with FIG. 1, the simulated 
pressure would be the pressure that is applied to the web 
against the fabric 48 to the Yankee cylinder 68. In some 
papermaking processes, such as the process described in 
aforementioned U.S. Pat. No. 7,494,563, the pressure applied 
to the web against the fabric is generally in the range of six 
hundred psi. Accordingly, to simulate this papermaking pro 
cess, six hundred psi of pressure would be applied by the 
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hydraulic pump 308 to the plate 304 when forming the image 
of the knuckles of fabric 312 in the pressure measurement 
film 314. For such an operation, it has been found that 
medium pressure 10-50 MPa Prescale film by FujiFilm can 
provide a good image of the knuckles of a structuring fabric. 

Referring again to FIG. 4, the paper 316 acts as a cushion 
to improve the print of the fabric 312 formed on the pressure 
measurement film 314. That is, paper 316 provides compress 
ibility and a smooth surface, such that the knuckles of the 
fabric 312 may "sink' into the pressure measurement film 
314, which, in turn, forms a high resolution image of the 
knuckles in the film 314. To provide these properties, con 
struction and kraft are examples of types of paper that could 
be used for the paper 316. 

The strip of rubber 318 creates a level contact surface for 
supporting the fabric 314. In embodiments of the invention, 
the plates 304 and 306 are made of a metallic material, such as 
steel. A steel plate would most likely have imperfections that 
reduce the quality of the print of the knuckles of the fabric 
formed in the pressure measurement paper 316. The paper 
316 and die rubber 318 that are used between the plates 304 
and 306, and the pressure measurement film 314 and the 
fabric 312, however, provide more level contact surfaces than 
the surfaces of the metallic plates 304 and 306, thereby result 
ing in better images being formed in the pressure measure 
ment film 314. Those skilled in the art will recognize that 
other materials in alternative to the paper 316 and rubber 318 
may be used as structures to provide the level surfaces 
between the plates 304 and 306 of the apparatus 300. 

In other embodiments, a print is made of the knuckles of a 
fabric in materials other than pressure measurement film. 
Another example of a material that can be used to form prints 
of a film is wax paper. A print of the contact surface of a fabric 
may be made in a wax surface by pressing the contact Surface 
of a fabric against wax paper. The print in the wax paper could 
be made using the plates 304 and 306 in die print forming 
apparatus 300 described above, or with other configurations 
of the plates. The wax paper print can then be analyzed in the 
same manner as a pressure measurement film print, as will be 
described below. 
FIGS.5A through 5D show examples of prints of knuckles 

formed in pressure measurement film using the contact Sur 
face printing apparatus 300. In these prints, the distinctive 
shapes and patterns of the knuckles of the fabrics can be seen. 
As discussed above, the knuckles form the contact surface for 
the fabric. Hence, high resolution prints of the knuckles in a 
pressure measurement film, such as those shown in FIGS. 5A 
through 5D, provide an excellent representation of the contact 
surface of a Fabric. 

Next, a system for analyzing the prints of knuckles, such as 
those shown in FIGS.5A through 5D, will be described. In the 
system, graphical analysis will be conducted on a conven 
tional computer system. Such a computer system will include 
well-known components, such as at least one computer pro 
cessor (e.g., a central processing unit or a multiple processing 
unit) that is connected to a communication infrastructure (e.g. 
a communications bus, a cross-overbar device, or a network). 
A further component of the computer system is a display 
interface (or other output interface) that forwards video 
graphics, text, etc., for display on a display Screen. The com 
puter system may still further include Such common compo 
nents as a keyboard, a mouse device, a main memory, a hard 
disk drive, a removable-storage drive, a network interface, 
etc. 

As a first step in the analysis, a print of the contact area of 
the knuckles of a fabric is converted to a computer readable 
image using a photoscanner. Any type of photoscanner may 
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8 
be used to generate the computer readable image. In certain 
embodiments, however, a photoscanner having at least 2400 
dpi has been found to provide a good image for analysis. With 
the resolution of the scan of the image, an imaging analysis 
program (as will be described below) can apply an exact scale 
to the image. As will be described below, the exact scaling 
will be used in the calculation of the surface characteristics of 
the structuring fabric. 
The Scanned image may be stored in a non-transitory com 

puter-readable medium in order to facilitate the analysis 
described below. A non-transitory computer readable 
medium, as used herein, comprises all computer-readable 
media except for a transitory, propagating signal. Examples 
of non-transitory computer readable media include, for 
example, a hard disk drive and/or a removable storage drive, 
representing a disk drive, a magnetic tape drive, an optical 
disk drive, etc. 
The Scanned image, as well as characteristics of the contact 

Surface scanned image that are determined according to the 
techniques described below, may be associated with data 
base. A. "database.” as used herein, means a collection of data 
organized in Such away that a computer program may quickly 
select desired pieces of the data, e.g. an electronic filing 
system. In some implementations, the term “database' may 
be used as shorthand for "database management system.” 

In order to perform quantitative analysis of the Scanned 
print image, an image analysis program is used with the 
scanned images of the knuckles of a fabric. Such an image 
analysis program is developed, for example, with computa 
tional software that works with graphical images. One 
example of Such computational development Software is 
MATHMATICAR) by Wolfram Research, LLC, of Cham 
paign, Ill. As will be described below, the image analysis 
program will be used to specifically identify the knuckles in 
the fabric print image of the structuring fabric, and, with 
known Scaling of the fabric print image, the image analysis 
program can calculate the sizes of the knuckles and estimate 
sizes of the pockets. 
When analyzing the scanned image, any size area that 

includes a plurality of knuckles and a pocket could be used for 
the analysis described below. In specific embodiments, it has 
been found that a 1.25 inch by 1.25 inch area of an image of 
a fabric allows for a good estimation of properties, such as 
pocket sizes using the techniques described herein. In par 
ticular, it has been found that when an image is formed with 
a 2400 dpi resolution (discussed above), and using a 1.25 inch 
by 1.25 inch area of an image for the analysis, a good char 
acterization of the contact surface can be conducted. Of 
course, other resolutions and/or area may also provide good 
results. 

FIG. 6A through 6E depict the steps of identifying the 
knuckles in a magnified portion of the scanned image of a 
print using the image analysis program. Initially, as shown in 
FIG. 6A, a magnified portion of animage 600 is viewed on the 
display screen of the computer system running the analysis 
program. The image 602, which may be formed using the 
print technique described above, shows the knuckles 602. 
Along with using the image 600 with the analysis program, 
the Scaling of the image 600 can be input into an analysis 
program. Such a scaling may be input, for example, as 2400 
dpi, from which the analysis program can apply the scale SC 
to the image 600, fire analysis program will then use the scale 
to calculate the sizes and positions of the knuckles, as 
described below. 

FIGS. 6B and 6C shows steps for identifying a specific 
knuckle 602A using the analysis program. The knuckle 602A 
is initially selected based on its location at a center region of 
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the magnified image 600. In this step, a rough outline of the 
knuckle 602A is applied. The rectangular box 604, which 
may be a stored shape in the analysis program, is initially 
applied around the knuckle 602A in order to initiate the 
knuckle identification process. The initial rectangular box 
604 shape may then be more closely refined to match the 
shape of the knuckle 602A, as shown in FIG. 6C. In this case, 
the ends 606 and 608 are reshaped to be more rounded, and, 
thus, more closely correspond to the ends of the knuckle 
602A. Although not shown, further refinements could be 
made to the outline of the knuckle 602A until a sufficient 
match is made. Such refinements might be conducted by 
further magnifying the image 600. 
As shown in FIG. 6D, after the knuckle 602A is identified 

by the outline, guidelines 610 and 612 are drawn. The guide 
lines 610 and 612 are each drawn so as to pass through the 
center of the knuckle 602A, and extend in straight lines 
through the centers of the other knuckles. Notably, the guide 
lines 610 and 612 are also drawn so as to not cross the areas 
where pockets are formed in the fabric, which are known to 
correspond to the areas between groups of knuckles. By 
drawing the guidelines 610 and 612 straight between the 
centers of the knuckles, the guidelines 610 and 612 do not 
cross the area of the pockets that are formed between the 
knuckles. 

After the guidelines 610 and 612 are drawn, as shown in 
FIG. 6E, further guidelines are drawn. These guidelines are 
drawn in a similar manner to guidelines 610 and 612, i.e., 
through the centers of the knuckles and not passing through 
areas where pockets are formed. To aid in the process of 
drawing the guidelines, a lower magnification may be used. 
With the guidelines, a coordinate system is, in effect, estab 
lished for the positions of the knuckles. The analysis program, 
therefore, can now identify the size and shape of the knuckles 
based on the outline 602A, and can identify the locations of 
the knuckles as determined by the points wherein the guide 
lines cross. The analysis program further has the input the 
scale SC of the image 600. It follows that the analysis pro 
gram can apply the scale to the outline knuckle 602A and the 
knuckle positioning to calculate the actual sizes and spacing 
of the knuckles. Note as well that the analysis program may 
calculate the frequency of the guidelines Such as the number 
of times that the guidelines 612 cross guideline 610 per a unit 
length. The frequency of the each set of guidelines 610 and 
612 will be used in calculations of properties of the fabric, and 
in other aspects of the invention, as will be described below. 

It should be noted that, as shown in FIGS. 6D and 6E, the 
knuckles are all about the same size and all about the same 
shape, and the knuckles are regularly spaced along the guide 
lines. This is not surprising inasmuch as most fabrics for 
papermaking machines are manufactured with highly consis 
tent yarn patterns, which results in very consistent knuckle 
sizes and positions. The consistency in size, shape, and place 
ment of the knuckles allows for accurate estimates of the size 
and shapes of all the knuckles on the contact Surface of a 
fabric based on a single selected knuckle, or on a limited 
number of identified knuckles, and a close estimate of the 
sizes and locations of the knuckles can be achieved without 
identifying each knuckle. Of course, to achieve even further 
accuracy, more than one knuckle could be identified, and the 
outlines and guidelines could be drawn at different portions of 
an image. 
As shown in FIG. 6E, the guidelines 610 and 612 define a 

plurality of unit cells. A particular unit cell 613 is shown 
between guideline segments 610A, 610B, 612A, and 612B. 
The unit cell 613, in effect, demonstrates die minimum 
repeating pattern in the fabric, and the maximum allowable 
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10 
pocket size. It should be noted while the fabric shown in 
FIGS. 6A through 6E has about one warp knuckle per unit 
cell, other fabrics may have more than one warp knuckle 
and/or more than one weft knuckle per unit cell. In other 
words, the unit cells defined by knuckle patterns will vary 
with different fabric patterns. 
As will be readily apparent to those skilled in the art, any or 

all of the steps shown in FIGS. 6A through 6E can either be 
performed by a user on a display Screen, or alternatively, may 
be automated so as to be performed upon execution of the 
analysis program. That is, the analysis program may be con 
figured to automatically identify knuckles as the darkened 
regions of images, outline the knuckles, and then draw the 
guidelines based on the identified knuckles in the manner 
described above. 

After the selected knuckle has been identified, and after the 
guidelines established through the knuckles, multiple prop 
erties of the fabric may be calculated using knuckle sizes and 
positions determined by the analysis program. To perform 
Such calculations, the knuckle size and positioning data can 
be exported from the analysis program to a conventional 
spreadsheet program to calculate the properties of the fabric. 
Examples of the determinations made by the analysis pro 
gram and the calculations that follow from Such determina 
tions are shown in Table 1. 

TABLE 1 

Characteristic 
of the Fabric Determination Calculation 

Knuckle Length (KL) determined based on outline of identified warp 
knuckle or identified weft knuckle 

Knuckle Width (KW) determined based on outline of identified warp 
knuckle or identified weft knuckle 

Frequency of determined based on guidelines drawn through 
Guidelines (f) knuckles 

freq1 = frequency of one set of parallel lines 
(per inch or cm) 
freq2 = frequency of another set of parallel lines 
(per inch or cm) 

Rounding Radius (r) determined based on outline of identified warp 
knuckle and/or identified weft knuckle, the 
rounding radius is the level of rounding that is 
application to the corners of rectangular objects 

Knuckle Density Per determined based on the number of warp or 
Unit Cell weft knuckles identified within a cell 
(KDUC) (knuckles per 
unit cell) 
Unit Cell Knuckle warp UKA = warp KW x warp LW - (2 x 
Area - (UKA) warp r) - I (warp r)') 

weft UKA = weft KW x weft LW - (2 x weft 
r)? - JI (weftr)?) 

Knuckle Density (KD) F = freq 1 x freq2 
warp KD = F x warp KDUC 
weft KD = F x weft KDUC 

Total Warp or warp area % = warp KDx warp UA 
Weft Knuckle weft area 96 = weft KD x weft UA 
Contact Area (%) 
Total%. In-Plane TKCA = warp area % + weft area % 
Knuckle Contact 
Area (TKCA) 
% Area % warp AC = warp UA (warp UA + weft 
Contribution (AC) UA)) x 100 

% weft AC = weft UA' (warp UA+ weft 
UA)) x 100 

PocketArea PA = (1/(freq 1 x freq2)) - (warp UAx warp 
Estimate (PA) KDUC) - (weft UKAx weft KDUC) 
Pocket Density (PD) PD = freq 1 x freq2 
(pockets per 
Square inch or 
centimeter) 

The fabric from which image 600 was obtained only 
included knuckles 602 on the warp threads. Other fabrics, 
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however, may include knuckles on the weft threads, Such as 
the fabrics that formed the prints in FIGS. 5B and 5D. With 
such fabrics, the knuckles on the weft threads can be identi 
fied using the outlining technique described above, and the 
guidelines can be drawn through the weft knuckles using die 
technique described above. 

While the contact surface of a fabric may be characterized 
by using a print of the knuckles of the fabric that is formed, for 
example, by the contact Surface printing apparatus 300, in 
other embodiments, an image of the contact surface of the 
fabric may be obtained in a different manner. An alternative to 
forming a print of the knuckles of the fabric is to photograph 
the knuckles of a fabric, and then use the above-described 
procedures and techniques for analyzing an image formed 
from the photograph. In this regard, a photograph with 2400 
dpi has been found to provide sufficient high and low resolu 
tion so as to be analyzed by the techniques described herein. 
An example of a photograph 700 of the portion of a paper 

making fabric with knuckles 702a is shown in FIG. 7A, and 
the application of the analytic above-described technique to 
the image generated from photograph 700 is shown in FIGS. 
7B and 7C. The photograph 700 in FIG. 7A shows the fabric 
701 next to a ruler R. When the photograph, is converted to an 
image for use with the analysis program, the scale for the 
image 700A can be input based on the photographed ruler R. 
That is, ruler R in the image 700A provides an input from 
which the analysis can apply a scale to the image. The dis 
played image 700A, along with die scale SC, is shown in FIG. 
TB. 

To identify the sizes and locations of knuckles in an image 
obtained from a photograph of the fabric, the same techniques 
described above with an image from a print of the fabric, may 
be used. For example, an outlined knuckle 702A and guide 
lines 710 and 712 are shown on the image 700A in FIG.7C. 
With the knuckle sizing and location data from the analysis 
program, all of the above-described calculations may be car 
ried out to characterize the contact surface of the fabric 700 
that was photographed. 

Table 2 below shows the results of the calculations of 
surface characteristics for a fabric, with one set of calcula 
tions being derived from a print of the fabric, and a second set 
calculations being derived from a photograph of the fabric. 

TABLE 2 

Photograph of 
Print of fabric fabric 

Warp Contact Length (mm) 1.27 1.27 
Knuckles Contact Width (mm) O.28 O.28 

Percent Warp Contact 19.9 2O.S 
Weft Contact Length (mm) O.S8 O.S8 
Knuckles Contact Width (mm) O.38 O.38 

Percent Weft Area 11.2 11.5 
Total In-Plane Total Contact Area 31.1 32.O 
Contact 
Percent Warp- Warp Area (%) 64 64 
Weft Ratio Weft Area (%) 36 36 
Pocket (1/cm) 58.4 6O2 
Density 
Fabric Cell Freq. 1 (1/cm) 7.7 7.7 
Definition Freq 2 (1/cm) 7.6 7.8 

The results shown in Table 2 demonstrate that the contact 
Surface characterization calculations achieved using the pho 
tograph technique closely correspond to the calculations 
achieved using the print of the fabric. 

Another important characteristic of a papermaking fabric 
is the depth to which the web can be drawn into pockets in the 
fabric during the papermaking process. As discussed above, 
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domes are formed in final paper products that correspond to 
the portions of the web that were drawn into the pockets in the 
fabric. Hence, the pocket depth of a papermaking fabric 
directly affects the paper product formed using the fabric. 
Techniques for determining the pocket depth of a fabric will 
now be described. 

FIG. 8 shows a magnified photograph of a structuring 
fabric. With the photograph, and using the image analysis 
program described above, four knuckles K1 to K4 are iden 
tified. A parallelogram has been drawn in a manner that con 
nects the knuckles K1 to K4, with the lines of the parallelo 
gram being drawn to not pass through the pocket area that is 
formed between the knuckles K1 to K4. With the parallelo 
gram drawn, a profile direction Line PL can be drawn that 
passes from the knuckle K1, through the center of the pocket, 
to knuckle K3. The profile direction line PL will be used to 
determine the pocket depth using a depth measurement 
instrument, as described below. Note that the profile direction 
line PL from knuckle K1 and knuckle K3 passes through the 
center of the pocket. As will be described below, the pocket 
depth of a structuring fabric is determined as the depth in the 
pocket to which the cellulosic fibers could penetrate in the 
paper making process. In the case of the fabric shown in FIG. 
8, the maximum fiber migration depth is at the center of the 
pocket. It follows that a profile direction line could alterna 
tively be drawn from knuckle K2 to knuckle K4 passing 
through the center of the pocket, and the alternative profile 
direction line could be used for the pocket depth determina 
tion described below. Those skilled in the art will also recog 
nize that different structuring fabrics will have different con 
figurations of knuckles and pockets, but a profile direction 
line could easily be determined for different structuring fab 
rics in the same manner as the profile direction line is deter 
mined as shown in FIG. 8. 

FIG. 9 is screenshot of a program used to determine the 
profile of a pocket of the structuring fabric shown in FIG. 8. 
The screenshot was formed using a VHX-1000 Digital 
Microscope manufactured by Keyence Corporation of Osaka, 
Japan. The microscope was equipped with VHX-H3Mappli 
cation software, also provided by Keyence Corporation. The 
microscopic image of the pocket is shown in the top portion of 
FIG.9. In this image, the knuckles K1 and K3 and the pocket 
between the knuckles can easily be seen. A depth determina 
tion line DL has been drawn from point D to point C, with the 
depth determination line DL passing through the knuckles K' 
1 and K3 and through the center of the pocket. The depth 
determination line DL is drawn to closely approximate the 
profile determination line PL that is shown in FIG.8. That is, 
based on inspection of the depth determination line DL 
derived using the knuckle and pocket image shown in FIG. 8, 
a user can draw the depth determination line DL in the micro 
scopic image shown in FIG.9, with the depth determination 
line DL passing through the areas that correspond to the 
knuckles K'3 and K1 and the center portion of the pocket. 

With the depth determination line DL drawn, the digital 
microscope can then be instructed to calculate the depth pro 
file of the pocket along the depth determination line DL, as is 
shown in the bottom, portion of FIG. 9. The profile of the 
pocket is highest at the areas corresponding to the knuckles 
K3 and K1, and the profile falls to its lowest point at the 
center of the pocket. The pocket depth is determined from this 
profile as starting from the height of the knuckles K3 and K1, 
which is marked by the line A on the depth profile. As with 
any two knuckles of a structuring fabric measured to this 
degree of precision, the knuckles K'3 and K1 do not have the 
exact same height. Accordingly, the height A is determined as 
an average between the two heights of the knuckles K3 and 
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K1, The pocket depth is determined as ending at a point just 
above the lowest point of die depth profile, marked by the line 
B on the depth profile. As those skilled in the art will appre 
ciate, the depth of the pocket from line A to line B approxi 
mately corresponds to the depth in the pocket to which the 
cellulosic fibers in the web can migrate in a papermaking 
process. Note that the VHX-H3M software (discussed above) 
forms the full depth profile from a plurality of slices in the 
thickness direction of the fabric. Also, note that informing the 
depth profile, the VHX-H3M software employs a filtering 
function to smooth the depth profile formed from the thick 
ness slices. It should be noted that the measured pocket depth 
will slightly vary from pocket to pocket in a fabric. We have 
found, however, that an average of five measured pocket 
depths for a structuring fabric provides a good characteriza 
tion of the pocket depth. 

While a digital microscope is used in the above-described 
embodiments to determine the pocket depth, other instru 
ments may alternatively be used to determine pocket depth 
with the techniques described herein. For example, in other 
embodiments, a laser profilometer (or “laser profiler) may be 
used to determine pocket depth in a similar manner as the 
above-described digital microscope. A laser profiler can 
determine a depth profile of a pocket that can be used to 
determine the pocket depth in the same manner as the depth 
profile generated using the digital microscope is used to deter 
mine pocket depth, as described above. An example of such a 
laser profiler is a TALYSURF(R) CLI high-resolution 3D sur 
face profiling system manufactured by Taylor Hobson, Ltd. of 
Leicester, United Kingdom. In still other embodiments, an 
inline laser profile measurement device (“laser line scanner) 
may be used to determine the pocket depth of a fabric with the 
techniques described, herein. An example of such a laser line 
scanner is an LJ-V7000 series high-speed inline profile 
inspection device manufactured by Keyence Corporation. 
When using a laser profiler oralaser line Scanner, the same 

steps for determining the pocket depth may be used as are 
described above in conjunction with a digital microscope. 
That is, as shown in FIG. 8, the knuckles and a pocket are 
determined based on a representation of the surface of a 
structuring fabric. The laser profiler or laser line scanner is 
then set to determine a depth profile across the pocket front 
one knuckle to another knuckle, i.e., the laser profiler or laser 
line scanner scans across the line oriented as the line PL in 
FIG.8. From this measured profile, the pocket depth can be 
determined in an analogous manner to that method described 
above in conjunction with FIG. 9. For performing analysis of 
the depth profile measured by the laser profiler or laser scan 
ner, various analytic Software programs may be used. One 
example is Surface metrology software provided by TrueGage 
of North Huntingdon, Pa. 

Each of the alternative depth measurement instruments, i.e. 
digital microscope, laser profiler, or laser line Scanner, may 
offer certain advantages. For example, a digital microscope 
might provide a highly precise measurement of pocket depth. 
On the other hand, a laser profiler is generally an easy instru 
ment to work with, and thereby can provide a quick measure 
ment of pocket depth. As another example, a laser line scan 
ner has the ability to quickly collect large Volumes of data, 
and, thus, measure many depth profiles in a short period of 
time. In this regard, an embodiment of my invention includes 
using a laser line Scanner to determine pocket depth profiles 
of a structuring fabric that is running on a papermaking 
machine. In this embodiment, the laser line Scanner is posi 
tioned adjacent to the structuring fabric on the machine, with 
the laser line seamier measuring the pocket depth profiles as 
the fabric travels past the scanner. As will be appreciated by 
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those skilled in the art, a structuring fabric in a papermaking 
machine may travel at speeds greater than 3,000 feet per 
minute. Yet, a laser line Scanner, such as the aforementioned 
LJ-V7000 series inspection system by Keyance Corporation, 
has the ability to measure thousands of depth profiles per 
second. Accordingly, a laser line Scanner has the ability to 
measure the pocket depth in the quickly moving structuring 
fabric, thereby providing highly useful pocket depth data 
while the structuring fabric is in actual use on a papermaking 
machine. 

It should be noted that, regardless of the measurement 
instruments and technique used to determine pocket depth, 
the measured pocket depth will slightly vary from pocket to 
pocket in a fabric. I have found that, generally speaking, an 
average of five measured pocket depths for a structuring 
fabric provides a good characterization of the pocket depth. 
Of course, more or fewer measure measurements can be 
performed to determine an average pocket depth depending, 
for example, on the level of accuracy desired in the measure 
ment. 

In the pocket depth determination techniques described 
above, the structuring fabric itself is used to determine the 
pocket depth. In some cases, it may be easier to form a 
representation of the fabric, and then determine the pocket 
depth from the representation. For example, a representation 
of the knuckle and pocket structure of a fabric can be formed 
by pressing the contact surface of a fabric against wax paper, 
as is also described above. The wax representation of the 
fabric can then be scanned using one of the above-described 
techniques, for example, a laser line scanner can be used to 
determine the depth in the wax print between the knuckles in 
the wax print. 

Those skilled in the art will recognize that the effective 
Volume of the pockets of a structuring fabric is an important 
property of a structuring fabric that can easily be determined 
once the pocket size is calculated according to one of the 
above-described techniques. The effective volume of a pocket 
is the product of the cross-sectional area of the pocket at the 
surface of the structuring fabric (i.e., between the knuckle 
surfaces) multiplied by the depth of the pocket into which 
cellulosic fibers in the web can migrate during the papermak 
ing process. The cross-sectional area of the pockets is the 
same as the estimate of the pocket area (PA), as described in 
TABLE 1 above. Thus, the effective pocket volume may be 
calculated simply as the product of the pocket area estimate 
and the measured pocket depth. 

Another important property of a structuring fabric may be 
defined as a planar volumetric index for the fabric. Generally 
speaking, the softness, absorbency, and caliper of paper prod 
ucts made using a fabric may be influenced by the contact area 
of the fabric, that is, the area formed by the knuckle surfaces 
of the fabric that the web contacts in the papermaking pro 
cess. Further, the softness, absorbency, and caliper of the 
paper products may be influenced by the size of the pockets in 
the fabric. The planar volumetric index provides an indication 
of the contact area and pocket size, as the planar Volumetric 
index is calculated as the contact area ratio (CAR) (as set forth 
in TABLE 1 above) multiplied by the effective pocket volume 
(EPV) multiplied by one hundred, i.e., CARxEPVx100. The 
contact, area ratio and the effective pocket Volume may be 
calculated using the techniques described above, and there 
after the planar volumetric index for the fabric may easily be 
calculated. 
As will certainly be appreciated by those skilled in the art, 

knowing characteristics of the knuckles and pockets of a 
fabric, such as knuckle and pocket sizes and densities, pro 
vides a deep understanding of the fabric. One example of the 
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application using the characteristics involves developing cor 
relations between certain contact surface characteristics and 
resulting paper products. With the correlations, further fabric 
configurations can be developed, and those configurations 
can be characterized without testing a full-scale fabric on a 
papermaking machine. Thus, the techniques described above 
for determining contact surface characteristics of a fabric may 
save time and resources for both fabric manufacturers and/or 
paper producers that are experimenting with different fabrics. 
The above-above described techniques can also be used in 

methods of analyzing the wear on a papermaking fabric. In 
one such method, a first representation of the knuckles in a 
portion of the fabric is formed in a medium. This first repre 
sentation may be a print on a pressure measurement film, or 
the representation may be a photograph of a portion of the 
fabric and stored in a camera. A first image is generated of the 
knuckles of the fabric based on the first representation, such 
as by Scanning the pressure measurement film or download 
ing the photograph from the camera. From the generated 
image, at (east one characteristic related to the contact area of 
the fabric may be determined as described above. The fabric 
may then be subjected to wearing. If the fabric is mounted on 
a papermaking machine, the wearing may come about simply 
by operating the papermaking machine. Alternatively, a simu 
lated wearing may be performed on the fabric by Sanding or 
grinding. 

After the fabric is worn, the process of obtaining an image 
of a portion of the fabric and determining contact Surface 
characteristics is again performed. That is, a second represen 
tation of the knuckles in the portion of the fabric is formed in 
a medium, which is used to generate a second image, which in 
turn is analyzed to determine the surface characteristics of the 
film. In this regard, the second representation may or may not 
be taken from the same portion of the fabric as the first 
representation. It would be expected that knuckles in the 
fabric would increase in size as a result of the wearing. Fur 
ther, new knuckles may beformed in the fabric. As part of the 
contact surface characterization, increases in the knuckle 
sizes can be quantified by comparing the analysis of the 
second image after wearing and the first image before wear 
ing. Such a process of wearing the fabric and thereafter deter 
mining the contact Surface characteristics may be repeated 
any number of times, and with any given amount of wearing 
between each analysis. 
A further part of analyzing the wear on tire fabric includes 

correlating the paper products made using the fabric with the 
changes in the contact surface due to the wearing. For 
example, before the first representation is taken of the fabric, 
a paper product is formed using the fabric. Properties of the 
paper product, Such as the size of domes in the product or the 
caliper of the product, are then correlated with the contact 
Surface characteristics determined through analysis of the 
first image formed by the first representation. A second paper 
product is then formed using the fabric, after the fabric is 
Subject to wearing and before the second representation is 
taken of the fabric. Properties of the second-formed paper 
product are then correlated with the contact Surface charac 
teristics determined through analysis of the second image. 
Thus, an understanding can be achieved of how the formed 
paper product changes as the particular fabric configuration is 
WO. 

In further aspects of the invention, the above-described 
techniques and processes may be used to compare different 
portions of a fabric, particularly, after the fabric runs on a 
papermaking machine over periods of time, it is known that 
different portions of a fabric will often show different wearing 
due to inconsistencies in the track that the fabric follows in the 
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papermaking machine. According to different embodiments, 
the Surface characterization techniques can be applied, for 
example, to different portions of a fabric before and after the 
fabric is run on a papermaking machine. Alternatively, the 
Surface characterization techniques can be applied to differ 
ent portions of the fabric while the fabric is still mounted on 
the papermaking machine. Thus, an understanding can be 
achieved of how different portions of a fabric are worn in a 
papermaking machine. 

According to yet another aspect of the invention, the con 
tact surface characterization can be used to obtain a fabric for 
making a paper product with a particular three-dimensional 
structure. FIGS. 10A and 10B demonstrate such a process. 
FIG. 10A shows an example of an image 800 of a paper 
product that is analyzed using the above-described tech 
niques. Notably, the paper product has a three-dimensional 
structure that includes a plurality of domes separated by land 
areas. As described above. Such a paper product can be made 
using a structuring fabric. If, however, the specific structuring 
fabric configuration that was used to make such a product was 
not known, a process according to the invention can be used to 
identify the structuring fabric configuration. As shown in 
FIG. 10A, an outline 802A can be drawn on the image of the 
paper product using the analysis program in a land area of the 
paper product, which corresponds to the position of a knuckle 
in the structuring fabric used to make the paper product. 
Further, a coordinate system including guidelines 812 and 
814 can be drawn through the outline 802A, and the positions 
that correspond to other knuckles. Note that the domes in the 
paper product correspond to the pockets in the structuring 
fabric, and accordingly, the coordinate system is drawn with 
out passing through the domes. 

After the outline 802A is formed and the coordinate system 
with guidelines 812and814 are drawn, as shown in FIG.10A, 
the outline 802A and coordinate system may be matched to 
images of fabrics So as to determine a configuration that 
produces the three-dimensional structure of the paper prod 
uct. An example of such a match is shown in FIG. 10B, 
wherein the outline 802A of and coordinate system with 
guidelines 812and814 are overlaid upon an image 800A of a 
fabric. Note that the outline 802A matches the size and shape 
of a knuckle in the fabric, and that the guidelines pass through 
the knuckles, but not the areas that correspond to pockets in 
the fabric. This matching indicates that the fabric shown in 
image 800A could be used to produce a paper product similar 
to that shown in image 800. 

Matching the outline and coordinate system from a paper 
product to a particular fabric may be facilitated by creating a 
searchable database of known fabrics. Such a database would 
include the previously-determined contact Surface character 
istics of fabrics, such the knuckle sizes, locations, pocket 
sizes, etc. After determining the sizes and positions for the 
knuckles and pockets of the fabric from the outline and coor 
dinate system formed from the paper product, the database 
could be searched for fabrics with similar sizes and positions 
of knuckles and pockets. 
To facilitate the process of matching an analyzed image of 

a paper product with a fabric, additional parameters may be 
used that are developed in the analysis of the paper product. 
One Such additional parameter is the frequency that one set of 
guidelines crosses a guideline from the other set of guide 
lines. Note, a “set of guidelines refers to parallel guidelines, 
e.g., the guideline 812 and all the guidelines parallel thereto to 
form a set. In FIG. 8A, die frequency of the set of guidelines 
that includes guideline 812 would be calculated, for example, 
having the analysis program determining the distance 
between two of the guidelines crossing guideline 810, as 
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measured along one guideline 810. For example, if the guide 
lines crossing guideline 810 were spaced 0.130 cm apart as 
measured along the guideline 810, then the crossing guide 
lines would have a frequency of 7.7 cm (1/0.130 cm). A 
similar frequency calculation could be done for the other set 
of guidelines that cross guideline 812 by measuring the spac 
ing between the guidelines of this set along one of the guide 
line 812. Once determined, the frequency in the guideline 
spacing for a paper product could be matched to the previ 
ously determined frequency of guideline spacing for fabrics, 
which have been stored in a searchable database. 

Another parameter that can be calculated to facilitate the 
process of matching the outlined knuckle and guidelines from 
a paper product to a particular fabric is the angle to the 
guidelines of a set from a reference line. For example, the 
scale line SC in FIG.10A could be used as a reference, and the 
angle C. could be determined between the scale line SC and 
one set of the guidelines. The angle from die scale line SC to 
the other set of guidelines could also be determined. Once 
determined, the angles from the reference to the sets of guide 
lines for a paper product could be matched to the previously 
determined angles from the reference to the sets of guidelines 
for fabrics, which have been stored in a searchable database. 

While the above-described methods are described in terms 
of matching a paper product to a known fabric, it will be 
readily appreciated that other embodiments include selecting 
a known fabric made on a desired, but not yet produced, 
three-dimensional paper structure. That is, an outline knuckle 
or knuckles could be created in a blank image, and a knuckle 
and pocket pattern could be created by drawing guidelines in 
the blank image. The created image could then be matched 
with a known fabric in the manner described above. 

In yet another embodiment, a fabric could be designed and 
manufactured based on the analysis of a paper product image 
or based on a created image representing a knuckle and 
pocket configuration. In this method, warp and weft yarns are 
chosen to correspond to the desired knuckle and pocket con 
figuration, as determined by analysis of the paper product 
image or created in a blank image. Techniques for producing 
fabrics with particular weave patterns of warp and weft yarns 
are well known in the art. Thus, a fabric could be produced 
with the chosen warp and weft yarn configuration. 

In other embodiments of my invention, the fabric charac 
terization techniques described herein can be used to modify 
the configuration of a first papermaking fabric in order to 
produce a new, second papermaking fabric having different 
characteristics. In these embodiments, at least one knuckle or 
pocket characteristic of the first papermaking fabric is deter 
mined with the above-described techniques. The characteris 
tic may be, for example, one or more of the characteristics 
described in TABLE 1 above. Further, die characteristic may 
be the pocket depth or effective pocket volume, which are 
determined according to the above-described techniques. 
Based on the determined characteristic(s), a modified fabric 
design is created wherein the characteristic(s) are changed. 
For example, the pocket depth may be increased from the 
pocket depth measured in the first papermaking fabric. Those 
skilled in the art will appreciate the factors that determine the 
characteristics of a papermaking fabric, and as Such, will 
appreciate how the design of the first papermaking fabric may 
be altered to produce the new papermaking fabric having the 
different characteristics. For example, an aspect of the fabric 
Such as one or more of yarn diameters, yarn densities, yarn 
shapes, weave patterns, and the heat setting used to bond the 
yarns together, could be altered to produce the second paper 
making fabric that has the modified characteristics(s). One of 
many examples of papermaking fabric manufacturing tech 
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18 
niques utilizing some of these factors can be seen in U.S. Pat. 
No. 6,350,336, the disclosure of which is incorporated by 
reference in its entirety. 

In addition to, or in conjunction with, the embodiments for 
modifying the configuration a papermaking fabric design, the 
characteristics of paper products made using the structuring 
fabrics can be used in the development of a papermaking 
fabric having particular characteristics. For example, the 
characteristics of a first papermaking fabric can be deter 
mined using the above-described techniques. The first paper 
making fabric can also be used to make a papermaking prod 
uct, for example, using the papermaking methods described 
above. The characteristics of the paper product can then be 
determined, and thereafter correlated with the determined 
characteristics of the first papermaking fabric. For example, 
the densities and heights of the domes formed in the paper 
product can be measured by examining the domes with a 
microscope. As discussed above, the domes are formed in the 
pockets of the papermaking fabric. It follows that the pocket 
density and pocket depth determined in a papermaking fabric 
can be correlated to a dome density and dome height found in 
a paper product that was made using the papermaking fabric. 
Such correlations can then be used to determine what paper 
product could be expected to be made with another paper 
making fabric having comparable characteristics. Further, as 
described above, a new papermaking fabric design could be 
developed, with adjusted characteristics in order to produce 
paper products with modified characteristics as desired. 

Although this invention has been described in certain spe 
cific exemplary embodiments, many additional modifications 
and variations would be apparent to those skilled in the art in 
light of this disclosure. It is, therefore, to be understood that 
this invention may be practiced otherwise than as specifically 
described. Thus, the exemplary embodiments of the invention 
should be considered in all respects to be illustrative and not 
restrictive, and the scope of the invention to be determined by 
any claims Supportable by this application and the equivalents 
thereof, rather than by the foregoing description. 

I claim: 
1. A process of determining features of a fabric, the process 

comprising: 
forming a representation of a portion of a Surface of the 

fabric, the representation (i) showing locations and sizes 
of knuckles and pockets in the surface of the fabric, and 
(ii) being formed by pressing the fabric against a pres 
Sure measurement film; 

generating an image of the portion of the fabric based on 
the representation; 

displaying at least a portion of the image on a screen 
associated with a computer having a processor, 

drawing an outline around at least one of the knuckles in 
the displayed image; and 

drawing guidelines in the displayed image Such that the 
guidelines (i) pass through the center of the outlined 
knuckle, (ii) pass through the other knuckles, and (iii) do 
not pass through areas of the image that correspond to 
where the pockets are formed between the knuckles, 

wherein the outline and the guidelines are drawn using an 
image analysis program stored in a non-transitory com 
puter-readable medium. 

2. The process according to claim 1, further comprising a 
step of determining at least one of a length of the outlined 
knuckle, a width of the outlined knuckle, and locations of the 
knuckles along the guidelines, wherein the determining is 
made using the image analysis program. 

3. The process according to claim 2, further comprising a 
step of calculating at least one of a percentage of the Surface 
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of the fabric that corresponds to the knuckles and the percent 
age of the Surface of the fabric that corresponds to pockets, 
wherein the calculating uses the determinations of the length 
of the outlined knuckle, the width of the outlined knuckle, and 
the locations of the knuckles along the guidelines made by the 5 
image analysis program. 

4. A process of determining features of a fabric, the process 
comprising: 

forming a representation of a portion of a Surface of the 
fabric, the representation showing locations and sizes of 
knuckles and pockets in the surface of the fabric; 

generating an image of the portion of the fabric based on 
the representation, the image being made at a specific 
Scale relative to the representation; 

displaying at least a portion of the image on a screen 
associated with a computer having a processor, 

drawing an outline around at least one of the knuckles in 
the displayed image; 

drawing guidelines in the displayed image Such that the 
guidelines (i) pass through the center of the outlined 
knuckle, (ii) pass through the other knuckles, and (iii) do 
not pass through areas of the image that correspond to 
where the pockets are formed between the knuckles; and 

calculating a property of the fabric using the outlined 
knuckle, the guidelines, and the scale of the image rela 
tive to the representation, 

wherein the outline and the guidelines are drawn using an 
image analysis program stored in a non-transitory com 
puter-readable medium. 

5. The process according to claim 4, wherein the scale of 
the image relative to the representation is input into the image 
analysis program. 

6. The process according to claim 4, wherein the display of 
the image is provided at a first magnification when the outline 
around the knuckle is drawn, the display of the image is 
provided at a second magnification when the guidelines are 
drawn, and the first magnification is greater than the second 
magnification. 

7. The process according to claim 4, wherein the drawing 
step comprises drawing outlines around a plurality of knuck 
les. 

8. The process according to claim 4, wherein the image 
analysis program determines positions of knuckles using the 
guidelines. 

9. The process according to claim 4, wherein the step of 
calculating a property of the fabric includes: 

(i) a step of determining at least one of a length of the 
outlined knuckle, a width of the outlined knuckle, and 
locations of the knuckles along the guidelines, wherein 
the determination is made by the image analysis pro 
gram; and 

(ii) a step of calculating at least one of a percentage of the 
surface of the fabric that corresponds to the knuckles and 
the percentage of the surface of the fabric that corre 
sponds to pockets. 

10. A process of determining features of a fabric, the pro 
cess comprising: 

forming a representation of a portion of a Surface of the 
fabric, the representation showing locations and sizes of 
knuckles and pockets in the surface of the fabric; 

generating an image of the portion of the fabric based on 
the representation; 

displaying at least a portion of the image on a screen 
associated with a computer having a processor, 

drawing an outline around at least one of the knuckles in 
the displayed image; and 
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20 
drawing a coordinate system of guidelines in the displayed 

image such that the guidelines (i) pass through the center 
of the outlined knuckle, (ii) pass through the centers of 
other knuckles, and (iii) do not pass through areas of the 
image that correspond to where the pockets are formed 
between the knuckles, wherein the guidelines cross each 
other at points corresponding to knuckles, 

wherein the outline and the guidelines are drawn using an 
image analysis program stored in a non-transitory com 
puter-readable medium, and 

wherein the image analysis program determines the sizes 
of knuckles based on the outlined knuckle and deter 
mines the positions of knuckles based on the coordinate 
system of guidelines. 

11. The process according to claim 10, further comprising 
calculating a property of the fabric using the outlined 
knuckle, the guidelines, and a frequency of the guidelines. 

12. The process according to claim 11, wherein the step of 
calculating a property of the fabric includes: 

(i) a step of determining at least one of a length of the 
outlined knuckle, a width of the outlined knuckle, and 
locations of the knuckles along the guidelines, wherein 
the determination is made by the image analysis pro 
gram; and 

(ii) a step of calculating at least one of a percentage of the 
surface of the fabric that corresponds to the knuckles and 
the percentage of the surface of the fabric that corre 
sponds to the pockets. 

13. The process according to claim 10, wherein the display 
of the image is provided at a first magnification when the 
outline around the knuckle is drawn, the display of the image 
is provided at a second magnification when the guidelines are 
drawn, and the first magnification is greater than the second 
magnification. 

14. The process according to claim 10, wherein the draw 
ing step comprises drawing outlines around a plurality of 
knuckles. 

15. A process of determining features of a fabric, the pro 
cess comprising: 

forming a representation of a portion of a Surface of the 
fabric, the representation showing locations and sizes of 
knuckles and pockets in the surface of the fabric; 

generating an image of the portion of the fabric based on 
the representation; 

displaying at least a portion of the image on a screen 
associated with a computer having a processor, 

drawing an outline around at least one of the knuckles in 
the displayed image by (i) forming an initial outline 
around the knuckle, and (ii) reshaping the initial outline 
of the knuckle to more closely correspond to the shape of 
the knuckle, wherein the image is displayed at a first 
magnification on the screen when the outline is drawn; 
and 

drawing guidelines in the displayed image Such that the 
guidelines (i) pass through the center of the outlined 
knuckle, (ii) pass through the other knuckles, and (iii) do 
not pass through areas of the image that correspond to 
where the pockets are formed between the knuckles, 
wherein the image is displayed at a second magnifica 
tion on the screen when the guidelines are drawn, with 
the second magnification being less than the first mag 
nification, 

wherein the outline and the guidelines are drawn using an 
image analysis program stored in a non-transitory com 
puter-readable medium. 

16. The process according to claim 15, wherein the initial 
outline is a shape stored in the image analysis program. 
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17. The process according to claim 15, wherein the draw 
ing step comprises drawing outlines around a plurality of 
knuckles. 

18. The process according to claim 15, wherein the image 
analysis program identifies the positions of knuckles using 
the guidelines. 

19. The process according to claim 15, further comprising 
a step of determining at least one of a length of the outlined 
knuckle, a width of the outlined knuckle, and locations of the 
knuckles along the guidelines, wherein the determining is 
made using the image analysis program. 

20. The process according to claim 19, further comprising 
a step of calculating at least one of a percentage of the Surface 
of the fabric that corresponds to the knuckles and the percent 
age of the Surface of the fabric that corresponds to pockets, 
wherein the calculating uses the determinations of the length 
of the outlined knuckle, the width of the outlined knuckle, and 
the locations of the knuckles along the guidelines made by the 
image analysis program. 

21. A process of determining features of a fabric, the pro 
cess comprising: 

forming a representation of a portion of a Surface of the 
fabric, the representation (i) showing locations and sizes 
of knuckles and pockets in the surface of the fabric, and 
(ii) being formed by pressing the fabric against wax 
paper, 

generating an image of the portion of the fabric based on 
the representation; 
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displaying at least a portion of the image on a screen 

associated with a computer having a processor, 
drawing an outline around at least one of the knuckles in 

the displayed image; and 
drawing guidelines in the displayed image Such that the 

guidelines (i) pass through the center of the outlined 
knuckle, (ii) pass through the other knuckles, and (iii) do 
not pass through areas of the image that correspond to 
where the pockets are formed between the knuckles, 

wherein the outline and the guidelines are drawn using an 
image analysis program stored in a non-transitory com 
puter-readable medium. 

22. The process according to claim 21, further comprising 
a step of determining at least one of a length of the outlined 
knuckle, a width of the outlined knuckle, and locations of the 
knuckles along the guidelines, wherein the determining is 
made using the image analysis program. 

23. The process according to claim 22, further comprising 
a step of calculating at least one of a percentage of the Surface 
of the fabric that corresponds to the knuckles and the percent 
age of the Surface of the fabric that corresponds to pockets, 
wherein the calculating uses the determinations of the length 
of the outlined knuckle, the width of the outlined knuckle, and 
the locations of the knuckles along the guidelines made by the 
image analysis program. 
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