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UNITED STATES

PaTENT OFFICE.

FELIX TRAMBLAY, OF CHICAGO, TLLINOIS.

FILING-RECEPTACLE.

SPECIFICATION formiﬁg part of Letters Patent No, 547,870, dated October 15,1895,
Application filed November 26,1894, Serial No.529;,942: (Mo model.)

To all whom i may cowcern:
Be it known that I, FELIX TRAMBLAY, of
Chicago, in the county of Cook and State of

Illinois, haveinvented certain new and useful-

Improvements in Filing - Receptacles; and I
do hereby declare that the following is a full,
clear, and exact description thereof, reference
being had to the accompanying drawings,and
to the letters of reference marked thereon,
which form a part of this specification.

This invention relates to improvemenis in
1hat class of temporary binders for letters and
other papers comprising a shallow box or re-
ceptacle open at one end and at its top and
normally constituting one of a series of draw-
ers of a cabinet, and which receptacle is pro-
vided with index-sheets and a spring-pressed
bail normally operating to hold dewn the in-
dex-sheets and the letters and other papers
which may be placed between them, but which
bail may be swuang up at will to permit free
access to the papers when desired.

The invention relates more particularly to
the construction of the presser-bail and the
means for actuating the same, as well as to
the improved construction whereby such de-
vice is secured to the box or filing-receptacle.
It will be more fully comprehended by refer-

ring to the accompanying drawings and sub-.

joined description thereof and will be more
fully pointed out in the appended claims.
Insaid drawings, Figure 1 representsin plan
view a box or filing-receptacle with my im-
provements applied thereto; and Fig. 2,a lon-
gitudinal vertical sectional view of the same,

taken on line 2 2 of Fig. 1 and lvoking in the

direction indicated by arrows. TFig. 3 is an
enlarged view similar to Fig. 2, showing only
the bail-actuating spring, the plate for hold-
ing it, and a portion of the bail. Figs. 4, 5,
and 6 are plan, front, and side views, respect-
ively, of the holding device or plate,illustrat-
ing its construction. Fig.7 is a plan view of
the spring.

I designate the filing receptacle or box as
a whole by the letter A, and the index-sheets,
the holding-plates, the bail, and the actuating-
spring by the letters B C D E, respectively.
The box A may be eonstructed in any con-
venient manner—as, for example, with a bot-
tom a, two side walls o’ ¢/, and an end wall
a? connecting the rear ends of the latter. It

will be provided with any convenient form of
clip, as A’, for securing the index-leaves B to
the back a® of the box, and will be provided,

neareach end of the back a? with a vertically- -

extending recess a?, opening into or toward
the interior of the box A. Thelength or ver-
tical extent as well as the depth of the recess
will depend upon the size and flexibility of
the spring K that is used. As shown in Fig.
2, the recess a® is not of uniform depth, the
back wall near the upper part of the recess
gradually curving forward and upwardly in
such manner as to intersect the top margin
or edge of the end or back board a?, while the
back wall, near the lower portion of the re-
cess, is directed forward and downward until
it reaches the front margin of the back a® at
a short distance from and above the lower
edge. This particular arrangement of the re-
cess a® described is essential only so far as it
relates to the particular construction of the
plate C, and will be varied somewhat to reg-
ister with the obvious modifications of the
latter to be hereinafter pointed out. The
plate C is preferably made from a single piece
of sheet metal, sheet-steel being preferred,
and when first stamped out presents the ap-
pearance shown in Fig. 4. By bending the
blank longitudinally, as indicated by the two
dotted lines, Fig. 4, two side flanges ¢’ ¢’ are
formed, extending rearwardly and at right
angles to the main portion ¢ of the plate C,
and by bending the upper portion of the blank
transversely, as indicated by the two upper
dotted lines, a top rearward extension ¢?is
formed, having a downwardly -extending
flange ¢® at its rear margin. The extension
¢% asshown, rests upon the upper edge or mar-
gin of the back a* and covers the open upper
end of the recess a? and the flange c® is en-
tered within a suitable recess cut vertically
into the back a? as more clearly illustrated
in Fig. 2. Preferably a portion of the back
a?.is cut away, so that the extension ¢® may
be so set therein that its top surface will be
flush with the upper edge of the back ¢ thus
giving a neat and finished appearance. The

rear flange ¢ engaging the recessin the back-

a?; affords a cheap and convenient means of
securing the top end of the plate C to there-
ceptacle, and one which resists successfully
the tendeney of the plate to move forward or
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out of said recess when the bail is actuated.
The blank may not be bent to form the flange
c® and in that event the extension c® may
be secured to the back a® by a screw extend-
ing vertically into the back through a suit-
able screw-hole. This and other means of se-
curing the upper part of the plate (0 to the
back a? are within the scope of my invention
and will be manifest without further illustra-
tion. The lower end of the plate C may also
be secured in any convenient manner; but I
prefer to make an aperture ¢! through the
plate and insert a serew ¢® therethrough and
into the back a? asshown, Thearrangement
of the plate C and the means for holding it
to its place on the back o® is so simple that

no skilled labor isrequired to adjust it or put |

it in place and at the same time is very in-
expensive.

The gpring E is provided at its ends with
notches or shoulders e, preferably four in
number, arranged, as shown, in pairs and
forming between each pair a tongue &’, some-
what narrower than the spring E. These
tongues e’ ¢’ are easily put through slits or
openings e* €% formed one each in the upper
and lower spring supports or brackets E’ of
the plate C, by first bending the spring K be-
tween the fingers, and inasmuech as the said
brackets I/ are of greater width than the
width of the tongues &’ of the spring E it
follows that the said brackets hold said spring
in its normal position by direetly engaging
the shoulders ee, It will be noticed that the
slit or opening ¢* is about as long as or only
slightly longer than the width of the tongue ¢’.

The brackets B’ may be made in any suitable
manner; but preferably they are integral
with the plate C and are severed therefrom
except at one side, which in one instance is
the top sideand in the other thelower. Both
the top and bottom brackets K’ are bent rear-
wardly from the front plate ¢ at right angles
thereto and parallel to each other.

The presser-bail D consists of asingle piece
of wire pivotally secured to a supporting
cross baror rod D’, the end portions d of which
form arms which extend rearwardly and are
pivotally secured to the plate C, as will be
presently éxplained. The said bail proper D
comprises the front side section d’, two end
sections d* d% two rear side sections d3d? and
the two ends d' d% An eye or loop @ is
formed in each end section ¢ through which
the cross bar or rod D’ may pass to form a
pivotal connection, The extreme end of the
wire end d* is also formed or bent into an eye
or loop d° d° around the more central por-
tions of the cross bar or wire D’, thus afford-
ing pivotal connection therewith. The ends
d* d* are relatively quite a distance apart for
the purpose of affording a space on that (the
rear) side of the cross bar D’ for the hand or
forearm of the person using the device when
the presser-bail D is raised upward and away
from the index-sheets. In practice thig
simple expedient is found to be of great util-

ity and convenience; but of course the rear
sides d® d® might be lengthened and united,
as indicated in dotted lines in Fig. 1, if de-
sired, in which event the ends d! d* and loops
db d% will be dispensed with. The construc-
tion first described, however, is preferred.

The ends of the arms d d of the cross-wire
D’ aredirected inwardly or toward each other
and parallel to said cross-wire to form pivotal
studs F F, which rest in openings f f through
the side flanges ¢’ ¢’ of the plate C, that con-
stitute bearings for said pivotal studs. The
central portion of the stud F is bent or off-
set to form a erank f’, and an antifriction-
roller B/ may be and preferably is placed
around the erank f’/, as shown.

The arrangement of the spring E and the
crank f’ i3 such that when the bail D is rest-
ing in its normal position vpon the index-
leaves B, under the influence of said spring,
(see Figs. 1 and 2,) the erank f’ will be verti-
cally disposed in thespace between the spring
E and the back surface of the front plate ¢ of
the clip C, and that directly the bail is raised
from said position, as when additional letters
are filed between the index-sheets B, thus in-
ereasing the thickness of the mass beneath
the bail. The crank f’ or the friction-roller
I, if one is used, will press the spring I rear-
ward, and a still greater downward pressure
will be exerted npon the bail D. When it is
desired to have the bail D raised for any con-
siderable length of time, as when filed letters
are to be examined or other letters are to be
filed, the arms d are to be moved upwardly
and rearwardly until the crank f” passes he-
low the-dead center—t. e, below the horizontal
position illustrated in Fig, 3—whereupon the
spring E will exert its pressure to still fur-
ther raise said arms and the bail and to hold
the latter in a raised position, as will be
readily understood. 'T'he length of the cross-
bar D’ is preferably almost equal to the width
of the file-receptacle, so that the arms d d will
be located adjacent to the inner surfaces of
the sides a’ thereof and practically out of the
way. Vertical recesses or notches f? 2 are
made in the front surface of the back a® of
the receptacle A, registering with the arms d,
whereby an upward movement thereof suffi-
cient for all practical purposes is permitted,

The plate C being formed ont of a single
piece of sheet metal renders its manufacture
very inexpensive, as but two operations are
required—stamping or cutting the blank and
binding it—both of which are performed by
machinery. The simpliecity of the bail and
the ease with which it may be set in place and
the spring set in position makes the work of
assembling the whole device one. easy to be
accomplished by cheap labor, such as boys
and girls. The metal parts are usually nickel-

plated. Thus the invention is very neat in
appearance, positivein operation, hasno com-
plicated parts to get out of order, which re-
duces the cost of first production and brings
the replacing of any broken part down to the

7o

75

80

8s

990

9F

ICO

Ics

I1C

115

120

125

130




I0

5

20

547,870 £

minimum cost, and at the same time is desir-
able and highly efficient for the purpose in-
tended.

I claim as my invention—

1. In a filing receptacle having a vertical
recess arranged on the inner face of its back
wall, the combination, with a spring-pressed
bail arm pivotally secured in said recess, of
a plate covering said recess, a leaf spring
mounted on said plate, and an anti-friction
roller secured to the end of said bail arm, sub-
stantially as and for the purpose specified.

2. The combination, with a filing receptacle
or box adapted for the filing of loose papers
therein, and a movable bail adapted to rest

on said papers, of vertically arranged recesses

in the back of said box, plates secured to
said box and covering said recesses, a leaf
spring secured to said plate within said re-
cesses, arms connected at one end tosaid mov-

 able bail and pivotally secured at the other
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end to said plate, and a crank formed by
bending the last mentioned end of said arms
and located between the rear of the plate and
said spring in contaet with the latter, sub-
stantially as described.

3. As a new article of manufacture, the de-
vice for securing the swinging arm of a bail
to a filing receptacle or box, consisting of the
plate provided at one end with an integral
extension having a right angled depending
flange, vertical side pieces, and top and bot-
tom brackets extending rearwardly from said
plate to form supports for the actuating
spring, said side pieces being provided with
journal bearings for the end of the bail arm,
all of said parts being stamped out of a sin-
gle piece of metal, substantially as deseribed.

4. The combination of a recessin the front
part of the back wallof a filing receptacle, a
plate, removably secured to said back wall
and adapted to cover said recess, integral
brackets or supports extending rearwardly
from said plate into said recess, a spring
mounted in said brackets a bail supporting

arm pivotally secured at itsend within said
recess and provided with a bend or crank
portion positioned between said plate and said
spring in engagement with the latter, sub-
stantially as deseribed.

5. In a filing receptaclehaving a recess in
its back wall, a plate covering said recess, and
a bail supporting arm pivotally secured in
said recess, the combination, with a spring
for actuating said bail arm provided at its
ends with a tongue narrower than the width
of the spring, of brackets or supports in said
recess provided with apertures of less width
than the spring but sufficiently wide to ac-
commodate the tongue thereof, substantially
as and for the purpose specified.

6. In a filing box, the combination, of the
box A, spring pressed arms d pivotally se-
cured thereto, cross bar D’, and the bail D
consisting of a single piece of wire having
the front side d’, end arms d? pivotally se-
cured to the cross bar D’ by the loop d? rear
side sections d? ends d* also united to said.
cross bar D’ by loops d° substantially as and
for the purpose speecified.

7. The combination with the filing recepta-
cle A, provided with index sheets B, of a bail
D and supporting arms, means for pivotally
securing said arms to said receptacle, com-
prising a plate C, having an aperture ¢, in-
tegral top extension ¢ and flange ¢’ integral
side pieces ¢’ ¢’ each having a journal bear-
ing, as f, and integral supports E’, of means
for normally pressing said bail on said index
sheets comprising a spring E mounted on said
supports E/ and engaging said arms, substan-
tially as specified.’

In testimony that I claim the foregoing as
my invention Iaffix my signature in presence
of two witnesses.

.FELIX TRAMBLAY.

Witnesses:
TAYLOR E. BROWN,
W. S.‘ HALL,
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