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This invention relates in general to index tabs and
more particularly to those selectively attachable to the
edge portions of cards or sheets and operable to receive,
retain and protect inserts bearing desired indexing sym-
bols, letters, words or other indicia.

Protective tabs for receiving inserts have been made
of relatively rigid, transparent material, but they have
not been entirely satisfactory either in retaining the
inserts or in respect of ease of mounting or attachment.
The prior tabs have been difficult to mount accurately
on the edge portion of a card, sheet of paper, or the
like, and this is particularly so with those tabs having
opposed depending skirt portions with adhesive on their
inner surfaces for attachment to the opposite sides of
the sheet or card.

A principal object of this invention is to assure maxi-
mum speed and accuracy in the mounting of an index
tab on a card or sheet of paper, or the like. This is
accomplished by means of a novel construction com-
prising an index tab with a body having depending skirts
or wing portions joined together by attachment there-
to of adjacent areas of one surface of a tab-attaching
film or strip having a coating of pressure-sensitive ad-
hesive on both surfaces, so that the film or strip provides
an abutment or physical guide means against which a
selected edge portion of the tab-receiving card or sheet
may be placed to insure perfect alignment or position-
ing of the tab, and exposed areas of the opposite side
of the adhesive-coated film or strip opposed to those
attached, respectively, to said wing portions may be
adhesively engaged with opposite sides of the tab-receiv-
ing card or sheet to secure the wing portions of the tab
thereto.

Another important object of the invention is to facili-
tate such placement of the tab accurately and quickly
by minimizing the likelihood of accidental comtact be-
tween the exposed areas of the adhesive coated film
and simplifying the abutting of the guide means with
the edge of the tab-receiving sheet. Such is accom-
plished by making one of the skirts or wing portions
separate from the tab. body and securing the same
thereto by a hinge construction comprising a flexible
strip adhered to the adjacent outer surfaces of both the
separate wing portion and the body to facilitate folding
of that depending wing portion upwardly through ap-
proximately 180° and substantially flat against the tab
body, so that the tab-attaching film or strip having pres-
sure-sensitive adhesives on both surfaces may have one
surface adhered to the then exposed surfaces of both
wing portions, and a guard strip or sheet of release paper
may be placed on the opposite or exposed surface of the
tab-attaching strip.

With this arrangement, the release paper or guard
strip tends to maintain the upwardly folded wing portion
in its upper position until removed when the index tab
is to be attached to a card or sheet of paper, or the like.
Proper positioning of the tab thus will be greatly facili-
tated by the resulting separated disposition of the wing
portions which will enable the median portion of the
tab-attaching strip to be brought into abutting relation-
ship to the edge of the card quickly with little likeli-
hood of the exposed, adhesive-covered areas thereof,
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which define the inner surfaces of the wing portions, ac-
cidentally contacting either the card or each other.

Numerous other objects and advantages of the inven-
tion will be apparent as it is better understood from
the following description, which, when taken in connec-
tion with the accompanying drawings, discloses a pre-
ferred embodiment thereof.

In the drawings:

FIGURE 1 is an end view of the body and depending
wing portions of an index tab embodying the features
of the instant invention and showing one of the wing
portions as separate from the body and attached thereto
in depending position by a suitable hinge means;

FIGURE 2 is a view similar to FIGURE 1 of the
complete tab showing the separately attached wing por-
tion folded upwardly against the body of the tab with a
tab-attaching strip secured on one side to adjacent ex-
posed surfaces of both of the wing portions and on the
other side to a guard strip of release paper;

FIGURE 3 is a view similar to FIGURE 2 showing
the guard strip of release paper removed and the tab in
process of being mounted on the edge portion of a tab-
receiving sheet;

FIGURE 4 is a similar end view showing the index
tab of FIGURE 3 mounted upon the tab-receiving sheet;
and

FIGURE 5 is a front elevational view of a portion of
a tab-receiving sheet with an index tab embodying the
present invention mounted thereon and parts of the
latter broken away with a portion of an insert extending
therefrom.

Referring more particularly to the drawings, reference
numeral 11 indicates in general an index tab embody-
ing the features of my invention which is shown in the
form of an insertable tab, or one adapted to receive an
insert 12 for displaying indexing symbols, letters, words,
or other indicia 13 inscribed upon one or both faces
thereof and for protecting such displayed indicia.

For these purposes, the index tab 11 comprises a
body 14 made of a suitable transparent film or strip,
preferably preformed, as by extrusion, of cellulose, vinyl,
or the like. The body 14 thus will have sufficient
rigidity, as will be better understood from the following
description of the manner of its use, to effectively protect
any insert placed therein. In this connection, it is pre-
ferred that the opposed walls of the body 14 between
which the insert is placed be spaced apart a distance equal
approximately to the thickness of the material intended
for use as the insert 12 and joined at their upper ends
by a reversely curved portion defining a rib-like upper
edge 15 to strengthen the tab structure.

While it is preferred that the tab body 14 be so
formed and because the walls thereof thus may con-
veniently be made relatively thick to provide a sub-
stantially rigid construction, it will be appreciated that
the body 14 may be formed in any other suitable man-
ner, as of similar material in sheet form bent to the
desired configuration by the application of heat and
pressure, or from relatively fiexible sheet material folded
or provided with a suitable hinge construction to define
the upper edge thereof. It also will be appreciated that
for use with inserts, the body portion 14 of the tab must
be made transparent, but that this same construction
well may be employed without inserts and the indexing
symbols or other indicia inscribed directly upon the
inner or outer surfaces of the tab body 14. In such a
case, it may not be necessary that the body 14 be trans-
parent,

As best seen in FIGURES 1, one leg or side of the
body 14 terminates in a first depending wing portion 16,
while the opposite leg or panel terminates adjacent the
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upper end of that wing portion. A second wing portion
17 is provided in the form of a strip of material similar
to that from which the body %4 is made which extends
longitudinally of the tab opposite the first depending
wing portion 16 and is secured to the body of the tab
by suitable hinge means 18. This hinge means 18 pref-
erably comprises a flexible strip of transparent polyester
film, such as the Du Pont film marketed under the trade-
mark “Mylar,” which is provided with a suitable coating
of clear, pressure-sensitive adhesive on one surface that
is secured to the adjacent marginal portions of the tab
body 14 and the depending second wing portion 17.

That second wing portion 17 therefore readily may
be folded upwardly from its depending position of FIG-
URE 1 through approximately .180° and substantially
flat against the tab body 14, as shown in FIGURE 2.
While the second wing portion 17 is in that folded po-
sition, a tab-attaching strip 19, which is preferably of
the same material as the hinge strip 18 and is provided
with suitable pressure-sensitive adhesive on both surfaces,
is adhered to the adjacent exposed surfaces of both of
the wing portions 16 and 17, being the normally inner
surfaces of the latter, to join the same together. In the
manufacture of this index tab, a guard strip 21 of a
suitable polyethylene-impregnated release paper is then
placed on the outer or exposed surface of the tab-attach-
ing strip 19.

Because it is desired to market the resulting index
tab in strip form and in order to facilitate rapid attach-
ment of individual index tabs cut therefrom, it is pre-
ferred that the release paper 21 be sufficiently stiff to
normally maintain the second wing portion 17 in its
folded position of FIGURE 2. While individual index
tabs of varying widths may thus be constructed, the
present invention contemplates the manufacture thereof
in continuous strip form, with either the individual index
tabs being cut from the final strip or suitable lengths
thereof being severed for packaging and sale to the
consumer, who may use the same by cutting tabs of any
desired width therefrom.

When a portion of such a strip or an index tab 11
is to be applied to the edge portion of a card or other
tab-receiving sheet, such as that designated by reference
numeral 22 in FIGURES 3, 4 and 3, the guard or re-
lease paper 21 is stripped therefrom while the tab is held
in the position of FIGURE 2, and the index tab is then
presented to the selected edge portion of the card 22,
as in the manner illustrated in FIGURE 3, with the
median portion of the tab attaching strip 19 between
those areas of that strip which are secured, respectively,
to the wing portions 16 and 17 engaged against the edge
of the card. The median portion of the tab-attaching
strip 19 thus functions as an abutment or physical guide
means against which the selected edge portion of the
tab-receiving card or sheet may be placed to insure per-
fect alignment or positioning of the tab. By inwardly
directed pressure against the outer surfaces of the wing
portions 16 and 17, the exposed areas of the tab-attach-
ing strip 19 them may be secured to the card or tab-
receiving sheet 22 to mount the index tab thereon in
the manner shown in FIGURES 4 and 5.

Either before such engagement or movement of the
wing portions from their position of FIGURE 3 or after
the index tab has been secured to a card or tab-receiving
sheet, the selected insert 12 may be placed therein be-
tween the opposed wall portions of the body 14 and will
be retained effectively by the tab and protected against
bending, tearing or disfigurement. The separated dis-
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position of the adhesive covered areas of the wing por-
tions 16 and 17 that obtains at the time that the release
paper 21 is stripped therefrom greatly facilitates the
rapid and accurate mounting of the index tab, with
little likelihood of the exposed adhesive-covered areas
accidentally contacting either the tab-receiving card or
each other. At the same time, the median portion of
the tab-attaching strip 19 easily may be positioned ac-
curately against the edge of the tab-receiving card or
sheet. :

It is thought that the invention and many of its at-
tendant advantages will be understood from the fore-
going description, and it will be apparent that various
changes may be made in the form, construction, and
arrangement of the parts without departing from the
spirit and scope of the invention or sacrificing all of
its material advantages, the form hereinbefore described
being merely a preferred embodiment thereof.

I claim:

1. An index tab, comprising a body having a longi-
tudinally extending wing portion depending from one
side thereof, a second wing portion extending longitudi-
nally of the other side of said body, hinge means at-
taching said second wing portion to said body to facili-
tate folding of said second wing portion upwardly into a
position substantially flat against said body, a tab-at-
taching strip having pressure-sensitive adhesive on both
surfaces thereof with one of said surfaces adhered to
the adjacent exposed surfaces of both of said wing por-
tions when said second wing portion is folded upwardly
against said body, and a guard strip of release paper
adhered to the opposite surface of said tab-attaching
strip while in a substantially planar position to maintain
said second wing portion in folded position against said
tab body.

2. An index tab, comprising a body having a longi-
tudinally extending first wing portion depending from
one side thereof, a second depending wing portion sepa-
rate from said body and disposed opposite to said first
wing portion, a transparent flexible strip with pressure-
sensitive adhesive on one side secured to said body and
said second wing portion to facilitate upward folding of
the latter substantially flat against said body, a trans-
parent flexible tab-attaching strip having pressure-sensi-
tive adhesive on both surfaces thereof with one of said
surfaces adhered to the adjacent exposed surfaces of
both of said wing portions when said second wing portion
is folded upwardly against said body to join said wing
portions together and to provide physical guide means
against which a selected edge portion of a tab-recieving
sheet may be placed to insure proper positioning of
the tab on such sheet, and a guard strip of release paper
adhered to the opposite surface of said tab-attaching
strip while in a substantially planar position to maintain
said second wing portion in folded position against said
tab body until removed when the index tab is to be
mounted on the tab-receiving sheet.
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