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(57) ABSTRACT

A new and distinct Pachystegia insignis plant is provided
that displays in profusion attractive sterile composite flowers
having pure white ray florets and yellow disc florets. The
overall growth habit is bushy. Dense greyed-green foliage is
formed. The new cultivar is well suited for providing
attractive ornamentation in the gardens where the climate is
moderate. Alternatively, the cultivar can be grown in pots or
other containers indoors.
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Botanical/commercial classification: Pachystegia insig-
nis/Pachystegia Plant.
Varietal denomination: cv. Hardec.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 5

A new and distinct cultivar of Pachystegia plant is pro-
vided that is botanically known as Pachystegia insignis.

The new cultivar was the product of a breeding program
carried out at Angers, France, during 1986. The parents of
the new cultivar were progeny of plants introduced from
New Zealand, and a fuller identification of the parents is not
available. Accordingly, the parent plants of the new cultivar
are unknown. The plant of the new cultivar was selected
during 1986 at Angers, France.

It was found that a single plant from the breeding program
displayed the following combination of characteristics:

(a) displays a profusion of attractive sterile composite
flowers having pure white ray florets and yellow disc
florets,

(b) displays a bushy growth habit,

(c) forms dense greyed-green foliage, and

(d) is well suited for providing attractive ornamentation
when grown in gardens and in containers indoors.

The attractive blossoms of the new cultivar are well borne
over the entire plant. The new cultivar well meets the needs
of horticultural industry. It can be grown to advantage in the
landscape where the climate is moderate, and in pots or other
containers. Temperatures as low as —5° C. have been toler-
ated. When grown at Angers, France, the new cultivar has
been sterile during observations to date.
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The new cultivar of the present invention can be readily
distinguished from the ‘Minor’ cultivar (non-patented in the
United States) of Pachystegia insignis. More specifically,
the parts of the ‘Minor’ cultivar are believed to be smaller
and more slender. No other recognized cultivars of Pachys-
tegia insignis are known for comparison.

The new cultivar has been asexually reproduced at
Angers, France, by in vitro culture. The characteristics of the
new cultivar are firmly fixed and the new cultivar has been
demonstrated to reproduce in a true to type manner in
subsequence generations.

The new cultivar has been named ‘Hardec’.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE PHOTOGRAPH

The accompanying photographs show plants having an
age of approximately 2% years during the summer when
grown at Angers, France.

FIG. 1 shows the overall appearance of a flowering plant.

FIG. 2 shows a closer view of a fully-opened inflores-
cence wherein the pure white ray florets and yellow disc
florets appear, buds in various stages of development, and
the attractive greyed-green foliage.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

The following description is based on the observation of
four year-old plants of the new cultivar growing in pots
during June 2005, at Angers, France. Such plants had been
asexually reproduced through the use of tissue culture.
Reference to The R.H.S. Colour Chart of The Royal Horti-
cultural Society, London, England, is provided. Common
color terms are accorded their customary dictionary signifi-
cance.
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Origin: A product of a controlled breeding program through
the use of unknown parents.
Plant:

Habit.—Bushy.

Height—Approximately 60 cm on average.

Width.—Approximately 90 cm on average.

General appearance.—Half woody with compact
bunches of leaves.

Branches:

Color—Greyed-Green Group 195C for young stems,
and Greyed-Brown Group 199D on adult stems.

Configuration.—Substantially round in cross section.

Internode length.—Approximately 20 cm on average.

Texture.—Smooth and very slightly pubescent.

Foliage:

General appearance.—Dense and greyed-green in col-
oration.

Configuration.—Obovate.

Margin.—Entire.

Base.—Obtuse.

Apex.—Obtuse.

Texure.—Young leaves are densely tomentose, and
mature leaves are glossy on the upper surface with a
thin edge of tomentum.

Length.—Approximately 11 to 18 cm on average.

Width.—Approximately 6 to 10 cm on average.

Number of leaves per stem.—Commonly approxi-
mately 10 on average.

Color—Upper surface: near Greyed-Green Group
195C for young foliage, and near Yellow-Green
Group 147A for adult foliage. Under surface: near
Greyed-Green Group 195C for young foliage, and
for adult foliage.

Petiole.—Rigid, pubescent in texture, approximately 6
cm in length on average, and near Greyed-Green
Group 195C in coloration.

Inflorescence:

External sepals.—Closely aligned, pubescent in
texture, and near White Group 155D in coloration on
the outer surface.

Calyx.—Approximately 2.5 cm in length, and near
White Group 155C in coloration.

Peduncle.—Pubescent in texture, approximately 35 cm
in length on average, approximately 0.6 cm in diam-
eter on average, and near Greyed-Green Group 195C
in coloration.

Time of blooming.—Commonly from the end of May to
the end of June.

Duration of blooming.—Approximately one month
depending upon the average temperature.
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Buds.—Initially globose, becoming oblong, approxi-
mately 2.1 to 2.9 cm in length on average, and
approximately 1.7 in width on average.

Size.—A fully open flower commonly measures
approximately 5 cm in diameter.

Ray florets.—Approximately 84 in number on average,
acute and fused towards the base, rounded apex,
approximately 3 cm in length on average including
the fused portion, and pure white, White Group
155B, in coloration.

Disc florets.—Approximately 300 in number on
average, approximately 1.8 cm in length on average,
approximately 0.1 cm in width on average, and near
Yellow Group 13A in coloration.

Filaments.—Five in number, present with disc florets,
fused at the upper part, approximately 0.5 cm in size
on average, and near White Group 155B in colora-
tion.

Pollen.—Near Greyed-Green Group 195C in colora-
tion.

Styles.—Present with disc and ray florets, approxi-
mately 2.2 cm in size, and near White Group 155B
in coloration.

Stigma.—Bilobed when mature, approximately 0.5 cm
in size, and near White Group 155B in coloration.

Hips.—None observed with the plants being fully ster-
ile during observations to date at Angers, France.

Lastingness of a flower—Commonly approximately 3
weeks on average depending upon the environmental
conditions.

No particular susceptibility to plant diseases has been
noted for the species in Europe during observations to date.

Plants of the new ‘Hardec’ cultivar have not been
observed under all possible environmental conditions to
date. Accordingly, it is possible that the phenotypic expres-
sion may vary somewhat with changes in light intensity and
duration, cultural practices, and other environmental condi-
tions.

I claim:

1. A new and distinct Pachystegia plant characterized by

the following characteristics:

(a) displays a profusion of attractive sterile composite
flowers having pure white ray florets and yellow disc
florets,

(b) displays a bushy growth habit,

(c) forms dense greyed-green foliage, and

(d) is well suited for providing attractive ornamentation
when grown in gardens and in containers indoors;

substantially as illustrated and described.
& & & & &
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