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To all whom it may concern 
Be it known that II, MERRILL RE. RoIBERTs, 

a citizen of the United States, residing at 
Pasadena, in the county of Los Angeles and 
State of California, have invented new and 
useful improvements in Laths, of which the 
following is a specification. 
This invention relates to building con 

structions, and has particular application to 
reinforced composition laths. 
The chief characteristic of this invention 

resides in the provision of laths of the 
above mentioned character, which are con 
structed to render them both Weather and 

S 

20 

35 

waterproof, and further designed to prevent 
buckling or crumbling of the laths, thereby 
materially prolonging the life of the sane. 
In carrying out the invention, provide 

certain laths with reinforcing elements 
which project beyond the edges of said 
lath to overlap the adjacent ath for the 
urpose of assisting in holding the laths 

??????? relatively in proper position upon the 
wall or ceiling of a building, the reinforcing 
element being secured to the adjacent lath 
by a tying element and also incident to the 
application of the plastic composition. 
The nature and advantages of the in 

vention will be better understood when the 
following detailed description is read in 
connection with the accompanying drawing, 
the invention residing in the construction, 
combination, and arrangement of parts as 
claimed. 

In the drawing forning part of this ap 
plication, like numerals of reference indi 
ép:8 sim??????? parts in the several views, and 
viwherein:--- 

Figure it is a view, showing the nanner 
of arranging the laths. 

Figure 2 is a plan view of one of the 
reinforced laths. 

Figure 3 is a similar view of the adja 
cent )h. 

Figure 4 is a sectional view taken through 
Figur D 2. 

Referring to the drawing in detail, 10 
indicates the reinforced lath which is con 
structed from suitable composition, but pref 
erably made up of cement, sand, fiber, and 
a proportionate amount of hydrated line as 
a water-proof agent. Embedded in this 
ath is a reinforcing element 11 which also 
may be of any suitable design or material, 
but preferably consisting of wire fabric or 

the like. This reinforcing element projects 
an appreciable distance beyond the edges of 
the lath as shown in Figure 2 for a purpose 
to be presently ??????????????’ 

In the construction of a wall or building, 
I make use of a plurality of laths such as de 
scribed, and also use a plurality of plain 
laths indicated at 12 in Figure 3, which are 
substantially the same in construction as 
the lath 10 except that it is not provided 
with the reinforcing element 11. The lath 
10 is provided adjacent its corners with rel 
atively large openings 13 which correspond 
in size with the openings 14 of the lath 12, but, 
in the latter mentioned member these open 
ings 14 extend about all sides thereof. The 
laths 10 and 12 respectively are also provid 
ed with smaller openings 15 through which 
suitable fastening elements are adapted to 
be driven to secure the laths in position for 
use. One side of each lath is provided With 
a sheet of tar paper or the like 16 to assist 
in preventing dampness fron passing 
through the wall of the building structure 
upon which the laths are used. The opposite 
side of each lath is provided with a plural 
ity of grooves it, so that a more effective 
hold may be had between the laths, and the plastic composition 13 which is sin 
taneously applied to the wall of the build 
ing structure as will be readily understood. 

in practice, as illustrated in Figure 1, 
there is one lath 12 arranged adjacent or 
next to each lath 10, so that, when the nee 
ing ends of these respective aths are 
brought together in contacting engagement, 
the projecting marginal edges of the rein 
forcing element i aps the adjacent edges 
of the plain lath 12. A tying wire of other 
suitable element 19 is then threaded through 
the openings 14. 2nd the projecting In Eginal 
edges of the reinforcing element, li to hold 
the parts properly associated 2nd when the 
plastic materiali8 is simultaneously pe 
plied to the Wall structure, the projecting 
edges of the reinforcing element is parly 
embedded in said plastic material, and his 
coupled with the fact, that grooves i? are 
provided in each lath, it is apparent that 
the parts are interlocked, and the plastic 
coinosition in a manner which serves to 
bind the laths together and hold then in 
Imovably positioned. The iahs are no only 
imoisture proof but, they are designed to 
prevent, bucking of Crumbling incident to 
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the change of weather conditions or the like, 
and thus the life of the structure materially prolonged. 
While it is believed that from the fore 

going description, the nature and ad 
vantages of the invention will be readily 
apparent, I desire to have it understood that 
I do not limit myself to what is herein shown 
and described, and that such changes may 
be resorted to when desired as fall within 
the scope of what is claimed. 
What I claim is:- 
1. In a building construction, a plurality 

of reinforced composition laths, and a plu 
rality of plain composition laths, said laths 
being arranged in juxtaposition, whereby 
the reinforcing elements of the first men 
tioned laths lap the adjacent plain laths, a 
sheet of water proof material covering one 

20 side of each lath, the opposite side of each 
lath having a plurality of grooves, and a 

1,462,579 

plastic composition covering said laths and 
filling said grooves, and also interlocking 
said overlapped portions of the reinforcing 
elements of the adjacent laths. 

2. In a building construction, a plurality 
of composition laths arranged in juxta-posi 
tion, a reinforcing element embedded in 
each of a certain number of said laths and 
projected beyond the edges thereof and lap 
ping the adjacent plain laths, said laths 
having openings, a tying element adapted 
to be threaded through certain of said open 
ings and through the exposed portions of 
the reinforcing elements, each of said laths 
having grooves on one side, and a plastic 
composition covering all of said laths, fill 
ing said grooves and interlocking the laths 
together as described. 

n testimony whereof I affix my signature. 
MERRILLE, ROBERTS. 
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